
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 








S^^4^e'i/^^a^ti^<^ 




• /• /y- ... r< . 




^ 



< . T^ J^ 




I 






m<t 



</h 



dr swift's works, 



COMPLETE 



IN EIGHTEEN VOLUMES. 



VOL. XIV. 



• Vi » 




^'V <?-\> V. 



^ ■ «. ■-.. 



■ari-«iiff'^*i.c 



THE 

\;^ O R K s 

JON/^THAN SWI|^,^.D. 
Dej^ 09 St pATaicK'*» Doblim : 

IKCLVAIKO THB WHOLS OV HM 

POSTHUl/oUS PIECES, LETTERS, &c. 
A NEW EDITION, 

. AOCURATELT RCVISEO, AND ARKANGCD IN THE. MOST 
NATURAL AND PROPCR SRUCRi 

•WITH 

An Account of the Author'a LIFE, 

A x P 
NoTBi Historical, Critical,, add Exflamatort, 

Bj J. HAW^ESWORTH, LL.D. and others. 



AttORKRP wrrH COPPBlCgLAI'BS. 



VOL. XIV. 



LONDON: 

Priotedtor Cvarlis Elliot, Edinbin^ 

. i 

XBCCLXXXIT* 



■'7 I v.- a YORK - 
r IBLTC LTCTIARY. 

/STOr, LFNOX AND 
XILDEN J'CUNDATIONS 



THE 

CONTENTS. 



Letter. Page 

68. cj\R SWIFT to Mrs Johnfiif, dated 
"^^ LondoJh Sept. 2^ f 171 1. - - i 

69. — , 0(^, 9. - - - 14 

70. , 0l7. 23. -. - . 30 

"■71. , Nov. 3. - - - 42 

72. ^ , Nov. 17. - - - $S 

73. , D^r. 1. - - - 69 

74. , -Dfr. 15* - - - 83 

75. , Dec. 29. . - - - 95 

76. , Jdrt. 12. 171 1-12, - 109 

77. -, ^^'*. 26. - - 122 

78. TT*^ Archhiji^op of Dub tin to Dr SivJ/i. 

Sept. 161. 1 710. - - - 135 

79. Dr Sivi/t to Dr Steme. Sept. 26 » - 137 
So. Copy of a Memorial of Dr Sixiift^ to Mr 

Harleyy about the FirJl'Fruits. 061. ']. 140 

81. Dr SrojifttoDr William Kingy Jrckbi- 'r 

fjjop of Dublin. OSl.^io. - - 143 % 

82. The Archhifljop of Dublin to Dr Sivi/}. 

oa. 16 147 

'83. Ditto to Ditto. Same date ^ - - 14B 
84. The Lord Prijnaie and Archbifjop of 

Dublin to Dr S<wift. 0{i. 24, - 150 
85/ The Archbifhop of Dublin to Dr Sivif. 

Nov, Zf - - - 151 

86. Ditto to- Ditto. Nov. 30. - - 152 

87. Ditto to Ditto, Dec. 16. - - ^5S ^ 
Voi,. XIV. - a 3 



vi The C O N T E N T S. 

Letter. ^ Page 

88. To the Earl of Peterhoroix). Feb. 1710-11. 157 

89. Dr Snvift to Mrs Johnfon, Feb. 9. 1711. 159 
"90. The fame. /<3. 23. 1711-12. - 171 

91. The fame. March 8. - - 183 

92. To Mrs Dingley. March 22. 195 

93. Mr NelfontoDr Snvifl. Feb, zZ'i'jio-ii. 202 

94. 7>5tf JSiir/ ^ Peterboroix) to Dr Snvift. 

j^pril 18. 1711. - - - 204 

'. 95. The Archbifhop of Dublin to Dr Sivift, 

April ig. ij II. - - 206 

96. To the Earl of Peferbffroiv. May ^. 210 

97. 71? 7>fr Secretary St John. May 11. 213 

98. The Archbifhop of Dublin to Dr Snuift. 

^ May 15. - - - 214 

99; Lord Peterboronx) to Dr S<wift. June %\. 219 
\y roo. The Archbifhop of Dublin to Dr Siuift. 

July 25. - - - 221 

1 01. Ditto to Ditto. July 2%. - - 224 

102. Ditto to Ditto. Sept. i. - - 227 

103. Ditto to Ditto. Same date. - - 234 

104. Ditto to Ditto. 0£l. 27. - - 236 

105. Ditto to Ditto. 0£l, '^\. - - 241 

106. Ditto to Ditto. Nov. i. - - 242 

107. Ditto to Ditto. Nov. 10. - - 244 

108. Mr Secretary St John to Dr Snvif. 

Nov. 16. - - - 248 

109. Dr Snuift to Dr Sterne. Without a date, ibid 
no. 'Mr Secretary St John to Dr Siuift^ in 

1772, ivhen he ivas ivriting the Hif 
tory of the four lafi years of ^ Anne. 253 

111. The fame^ after he nuas created Lord Bo- 

linghrokey to Dr S'wift. Jan. 5. 171 2. 254 

112. Mrs Long to Dr. Sivift. Nov* 1 8. 1 7 1 1. ibid 



rnr CONTENTS. yd 

Letter. Page 

113. Mr SSonver to the Lord High Treajurer 

Oxford. Dec* 20. 171 1. - - 25? 

[14. Afifvoer to Mr Shonver, Dec, 21. - 259- 
[^15. Dr Sacheverel to Dr Sivt/i. Jan* 31. 

17II-12. - - - 261 

116. To Mrs Johnfon. j^pril 2/^. i'] 12 » - 263 
[1 7. To Mrs HilL May 1712. - - 264 
[18. To Mrs Dingley. May 10. - - 265 
[19. To Ditto. May II. - - - 268 

120. To Ditto. June i^j. - - 270 

121. To Ditto. July I. - - 273 
[22. To Ditto. July x*]. - - • :^77 

123. To Ditto. Augl'^. - - - 279 

124. To General Hill. Aug. 12. - 282 

125. To Mrs Dingley. Sept. i^. - ♦ 284 
[26. To Ditto. Oa. 9. - - 288 
[27. To Mrs John/on. 0(fl. 2S. - - 294 

128. To Mrs Dingley. Nov. 1^. , - 299 

129. Countefs of Orkney to Dr Snvi/iy nuith a 
prefent of a ivriting-tahley fealy pdfir^ 
ivaXf' Sec. Nov. 21. - - 3^5 

130. To Lady Orkney. Nov. 21. ibid 

131. Countefs of Orkney to Dr Snuift. Nov. 22. 308 
[32. Ditto to Ditto. - - - 309 

133. Ditto and Mrs Ramfay to ditto. - 310 

134. Dr Snuijl to Mrs Dingley. Dec. 12. 311 

135. Thomas Harrifony Efq; fecretary of the em^ 
baffy at Utrecht ^ to Dr Siuifi. Dec. 16. 316 

136. .Pr Snuift to Mrs Dingley. Dec. i8t 321 

137. Ditto to Ditto. Jan. 4. 1712-13. 335 

138. Ditto to Ditto. Jan. 2^. - - 349 

139. Ditto to Pitto. Feb.i^. - - 361 

140. Ditto to Ditto. March I. - - 370 
i4^ir Ditto to Ditto. March*!^. - 379 



till The contents, 

Letter. Page 

142. t)r Snuift to Mrs Dingley. March 21. 

1712-13. - ... 384 

143. Ditto to Ditto. April*]. 1713- - 39^ 

1 44. To the Duchefs ofOrmond. Dec. 20. 1712. 410 

145. Lord Chancellor Phipps to Dr Sivift. 

Jan. 15. 1713. - - 412 

1 46. 7o the Duke of Ar gyle. Jan. 20. 1712-13. 414 

147. Robert Hunter ^ Efq; Governor of Ncnu- 

Tork and Neiu^yerfeyy to Dr S'wift. 
March I. - - - 416 

-148. Ditto to Ditto. March 1^. - 418 

149. Mattheiu Priorf Efq; Plenipotentiary to 

Franccyto Dr Snjoifl. Aprils. 1713. 419 

150. The Earl of Poulety Lord Ste<u)ard of the 

*" Houfeholdy to Dr Snvifi. Same month. 420 

151. Dr Atterhuryy afterguards Bijhop ofRo- 

cheflery to Dr S*wif. April 21. 421 

.152. To JObrd Chancellor Har court. May 1 7 1 3 . 422 

153. %fi Mr Addifon. May 13. - - 423 

154. Dr S<wifl to Mrs Dingley. May 16. 424 

155. Sir Thomas Hanmer^ Speaker of the 

Hot fe of Commons i to Dr S*wiftj after 
perujing the manufcript Hijiory of^the 
. Peace of Utrecht. - - 426 

1^6. From Mr Steele to Dr S*wi/t. May 19. ibid 

157. Anfwer to Mr Steele. - - 427 

158. Mr Steele to Dr Sijjifi. May 26. - 43 1 

159. :^nf'wer to Mr Steele. May 27. - ^ 432 

160. Erafmus LenxHSy Efq; to Dr Sivi/i. June 2. 435 

161. The Rev. Mr Sharpe to Dr Sivifl. June 3.436 

162. Dr Siuifl to Mrs Dingley. June 6. - 437 

163. Dr Sivifi to Mifs Vanhomrighy after his 

rHurn tp^ Ireland. July 8. - 439 



DEAN SWIFT'S 

CORRESPONDENCE. 



LETTER LXVin. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS JOHNSON./ 

London f Sept. 2$ ^ 171 1. 

I DINED in the city to-day, and at my return 
I put my 30th into the poft-office ; and 
when I got home I found for me one of the 

nobleft letters I ever read ; it was from \ 

three fides and a half in folio on a large fheet of 
paper ;, the two firft pages made up of fatire upr 
on London, and crowds and huiry, ftolen from 
fome of his own fchool-boy's exercifes : The fide 
and a half remaining is fpent in defiring me to 
recommend Mrs South, your commiflioner's wi- 
dow, to my Lord Treafurer for a penfion. He 
is the prettieft, difcreeteft fellow that ever my 
eyes beheld, or that ever dipt pen into ink. I 
know not what to fay to him. A pox on him, 
I have too many fuch cuftomers on this fide al- 
VoL. XIV. A ready. 
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ready. I think J will fend him word that I never 
faw my Lord Treafurer in my life : I am fm'e I 
induftrioufly avoided the name of any great per- 
fon when 1 faw him, for fear of his reporting it 
' in Ireland.' And this recommendation hmft be a 
fecret too, for fear the Duke of Bolton fhould 
know it, and think it was too mean. I never 
read fo d — 'd a letter in my life :~A little would 
make me fend it over to you. —I muft fend you 
a pattern, the firft place I caft my eyes on, I wili 
not pick and chufe. [In this place (meaning the 
Exchange in London) which is the compendium 
of old Troynbvant, as that is of the whole hufy 
world, I got fuch a furfeit, that I* grew fick of 
mankind, and refolved, for ever after, to buiy 

inyfclf in the fhady retreat of ,] You muft 

know that London has been called by fome Troy- 
nt)vant, or New-Troy.— Will you have any more ? 
Yes, one little bit for Stella, becaufe fhe'll be 
fond of it. [This wondrous Theatre (meaning 
London) was no more to me than a defart, and 
I fhould lefs complain of folitudc in a Connaught 
fhipwreck, or aven the great Bog of Allen.] A 
little fcrap for Mrs Marget *, and then I have 
done. [Their royal Fanum, wherein. the Idol 
Pccunia is daily worfhipped, feemed to me to be 
juft like a hive of bees working and labouring 
under huge weights of cares.) Fanum is a tem- 
ple, but he means the Exchange ; and Pecunia 
is money ; So now Mi-s Marget will underftand 
Jier part. One more paragraph, and I — Well, 

come, 
-• Stella's maid. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 3 

come, don't be in fuch a rage, you (hall have no 
more. Pray, Stella, be fatisfied 5 'tis very pret- 
ty : And that I muft be acquainted with fuch a 

dog as this ! Our Peace goes on faft. Prior 

was with the fecretary two hours this morning : 
I was there a little after he went away, and was 
told it. I believe he will foon be difpatcheJ 
again to Fi-ance ; and will put fomebody to write 
an account of his fccond journey : 1 hope you 
have feen the other. This letter has taken up 
my time with florming at it. 

26. Bernagc has been with me thefe two days ; 
yefEerday I fent for him to let him know, that 
Dr Arbuthnott is putting in ftrongly to have his 
brother made a captain over Bernagt^'s head. 
Arbuthnott's brother is but an enfign ; but the 
doftor has great power with the Queen : Yet he 
told me, he would not do any thing hard to a 
gentleman who is my friend ; and I have enga- 
ged the- fecretary and his colonel for him. To- 
day he told me, very melancholy, that the other 
had written from Windfor (where he went to 
folicit) that he has got the company ; and Ber- 
nage is full of the fpleen. I made the fecretary 
write yefterday a letter to the colonel in Bernage's 
behalf. I hope it will do y^t •, and I have writ- 
ten to Dr Arbuthnott to Windfor, not to infift 
on doing fuch a hardfliip. I dined in the city at 
Pontack's with Stratford ; It coft me feven fhil- 
lings : He would have treated ; but I did not let 
him. I have removed my money from the bank 
A 2 te 
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to another fund» I dcfirc Parvifol may fpcafc ta 
.Hawkfhaw to pay in my money when he can 5 
for I will put it m the fiinds 5 and in the mean 
tim^ borrow fo much of Mr Secretary, who of- 
fers to lend it me. Go to the dean's, firrahs. 

27- Bernage was with me again to-day, and is 
in great fear, and fo was I; but this afternoon at 
Lord Treafurer's, where I dined, my brother 
' George Granville, fecretary at war, after keep- 
ing! me a while in ftifpence, told me, that Dr 
Arbuthnott had waved the bufinefs, becaufe he 
would not wrong a fiiend of mine ; that his bro- 
ther is to be a lieutenant, and Eernage is made a 
captain. I called at his lodging ; and the fol- 
dier's cofiee-houfe, to put him out of pain, but 
cannot find him ; fo I have left word, and (hall 
fee him to-morrow morning, I fuppofe. Ber- 
nage is now eafy ; he has ten Ihiljings a-day, be- 
fide lawful cheating. However, he gives a pri- 
vate fum to his colonel ; but it is very cheap : 
His colonel loves him well, but is furprifed to fee 
him have fo many friends. So he is now quite 
off my. hands. — I left the company early to-night 
at Lord Treafurer's ; but the fecretary followed 

me, to defire I would go. with him to W . 

Mr Lewiis's man (fame in before I could finifli 
that word beginning with a W, which ought to 
be Windfor, and brought me a very handfomc 
rallying letter from Dr Arbuthnott, to tell me, he 
had, in compliance to me, given up his brother's 
pretenfions in favour of Bernage this very morn- 
ing 5 
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ing ; that the Queen had fpoken to Mr Granville, 
to make the company eafy in the other's having 
the captainfhip. Whether they have done it to 
oblige me or no, I muft own it fo. He fays, he 
this very morning begged her Majcfty to give Mr 
Bernage the company. I am mighty well pleafed 
to have fucceeded fo well ; but you will think me 
tedious, although you like die man, as I think. 

Wind/or y 28. I came here a day fooner than 
ordinary, at Mr Secretary *s defire, and fupped 
with him and Prior, and two private minifters 
from France, and a French prieft. i know not 
the two minifters names ; but they arc come 
about the peace. The names the feci-etary called 
jhem, I fuppofe, wefe feigned ; they were good 
rational men. We have already fettled all things 
with France, and very much to tlie honour and 
advantage of England ; and the Queen is in migh- 
ty good humour. All this news is a mighty fe- 
cret 5 the people in general know that a peace is 
forwarding. The Earl of Stratford is to go foon 
to Holland, and let them know what we have 
been doing : And then there will be the devit ami 
all Xfl pay ; but we'll make them fwallow it vntli 
a pox. The French minifters ftaid with us till 
one, and the fecretary and I fat up talking till 
two ; fo you will own 'tis late, firrahs, and time 
for your Uttle fancy Prefto to go to bed and fleep 
adazy j and God blefs poor little MDf : I hope 
they are now faft afleep, and dreaming of Prefto. 

29. Lord Treafurer came to-night, as ufual^ at 

half an hour after eight, as dark as pitch. I am 

A 3 weav^ 
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weary of chiding him ; fo I commended him for 
obfcrving his friends advice, and coming fo early^ 
&c. I was two hours with Lady Oglethorp to- 
night, and then fupped with Lord Trcafurer, af- 
ter dining at the gi'cen-cloth : I ftaid till two, this 
is the effeft of Lord Treafurer's being here ; I 
muft fup with him, and he keeps curfed hours* 
Lord Keeper and the Secretary were abfent ; they 
cannot fit up with him. This long fitting up 
makes the periods in my letters fo fhort. I de- 
fign to fl:ay here all the next week, to be at lei- 
fure bymyfelf, to finifh fomething of. weight I 
havp upon my hands, and which muft foon be 
done. I fhall then think of returning to Ireland^ 
if thefe people will let me ; and I know nothing 
clfe they have for me to do. I gave Dr Arbuth- 
nott my thanks for his kindnefs to Bernage, 
. whofe commi^on is now. figned. Methinks I 
long to know fomething of Stella's health, how 
it continues after Wexford waters. , 

30. The Queen was not at chapel to-day, and 
all for the better, for we had a dunce to preach : 
She has a little of the gout. I dined with my 
brother Mafham and a moderate company, and 
would not go to Lord Treafurer*s till after fupper 
at eleven o'clock, and pretended I had miftakcn 
the hour ; fo 1 ate nothing : And a little after 
twelve the company broke up, the keeper and 
fecretary refiifing to ftay ; fo I faved this night's 
debauch. Prior went away yefterday with his 
Frenchmen^ and a thoufand reports are raifed 

in 
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in this town. Some faid, tl^ey knew one to be 
the Abbe de PoUgnac, others fwore it was the 
Abb6 du Bois. The Whigs are in a rage about 
the peaces but well wherret them, I warrant,, 
boys. Go, go, go to the dean's, and don't 
xmnd politicks, young women, they are not 
go^ after the waters ; they are ftark naught ; 
they ftrike up into the head* Go, get two black 
aces, and fifh for a manilia» 

03. I. Sir John Walters, an honeft drunken 
fellow, .is now in waiting, and invited me to the 
green-cloth to-day, that he might not be behind 
hand »with Cc^onel Godfrey, who is a Whig. I 
was engaged to the Mayor's feaft with Mr Ma- 
fham ; but waiting to take leave of Lord Treafur* 
er, I came too late, and fa returned fneaking to 
the greenrcloth, and did not fee my Lord Trea- 
furcr neither 5 Ifiit was refolved not to lofe two 
dinners for him;. I took leave to-day of my 
friend suid folicitor Lord Rivers, who is com- 
manded by the Q^en to fet out for Hanover on 
Thurfday. The fecretary docs not go to town 
till to-morrow : He and I, and two friends more, 
drank a fober bottle of wine here at home, and 
parted at twelve ; he goes by feven <o-morrojv 
mornmg, fo I fliall not fee him. I have power 
over his cellar in his abfence, and make little ulc 
of it. Lord Dartmouth and my friend Lewis 
ftay here this week ; but I can never work out a 
dinner from Dartmouth. Mafliam has pro- 
mifed to provide for me : I fquired his lady out 

of 
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of/her chaife- to-day, and muft vifit her in a da 
or two. So you have had a long fit of the finei 
weather in the world ; but I am every day in pai 
that it will go off. I have done no buiinefs tc 
day : I am very idle. 

2. My friend Lewis and I, to avoid ov€i 
much eating, and great tables, dined withhoae 
Jemmy Eckerfhall, clerk of the kitchen, noMTJ 
waiting ; and I befpoke my dinner : But the <;« 
had your acquaintance Lovet, the gentl^a 
porter, to be our company : Lovet, towartis^i^ 
end of dinner, after twenty wriglings, fa^^;^ 
had the honour to fee me formerly at IW^g^J 
park, and thought he remembered my facje^^ 
faid, I thought I remembered him, and was^i^ 
to fee him, Sec, and I efcaped for that much,;1|^ 
he was very pert. ^ It has rained alPthis day^^j^tt 
I doubt our good weather is gone. I have l^ 
very idle this afternoon, playing at twelve- 

. picquet with Lewis : I won feven fliillings, vfS 
is the only money I won this year ; I have-^.J^ 
played above four times, and I think alwa j^^ 
"WincHbr : Cards are very dear, there is a dt|j 
on them Of fix-pence a pack, which fpoils fi^^ 
gamefters. %^ 

3. Mr Mafliam fent this morning to defi^, 
would ride out with him, the weather grow^S 
agaiii very fine : I was very bufy, and ferirjfi 
excufes : But dcfired he would provide tn«r 
dinner : I dined with him, his lady, and fe 
fifter Mrs Hill^ who invites us to-morrow';'! 
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dine with her, and we are to ride out in the 
morning. I fat wth^Lady Oglethprp till eight 
this evening, then was going home to write j 
looked about for the woman that keeps the key 
of the houfe; fhe told me Patrick had it. I cool- 
ed my heels in the cloifters till nine, then went 
into the mufick-meeting, where I had been oftea 
defired to go'; but was weary in half an hour 
of their fine ftuff*, and ftole out fo privately 
that every body (aw me ; and cooled my heels 
in the cloifters again till after ten : Then came 
in Patrick. I went up, (hut the chamber-door^ 
and gave him two or three fwinging cufis on the , 
ear^ and I have ftrained the thumb of my left 
hand with pullbg him, which I did not feel im* 
till he was gone. He was plaguily afraid and 
humbled. 

4. It was the fineft day in the world, and we 
got out before eleven^ a noble caravan of us. 
The Duchefs of Shrewfbury in her own chaife 
with one horfc, and Mifs Touchet with her j 
Mrs Mafham^ and Mrs Scarborow one of the 
dreflcrs, in one of the Queen's chaifcs; Mils 
Forefter and Mifs Scarborow, two maids of ho- 
nour, and Mrs Hill, on horfeback. The Duke 
of Shrewftniry, Mr Maiham, George Fielding, 
Arbuthnott and I, on horfeback too. Mrs Hill's 
horfe was hired for Mifs Scarborow; but (he took 
It in civility, her own horfe was galled and could 
not be rid, but kicked and winced : The hired 

horfe 
• Swift, like fomc others, ratlicr hated, than loved muTick. 
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horfe ^as not worth eighteen-pencc. I borrovr* 
ed coat, boots, and horie \ and in fhort we had 
all the difficulties, and more than we ufed to 
have, in making a party from Trim to * Long- 
field's. Mjr coat was light camblet, faced with 
red velvet, and filver buttons. ' We rode in the 
great park and the foreft about a dozen miles, 
and the Duchefs and I had much converfation j 
we got home by two, and Mr Mafham, his lady, 
Arbuthnott and I, dined with Mrs Hill. Ar- 
buthnott made us all melancholy, by fome fymp- 
tons of bloody ur — e : He expefts a cruel fit of 
the ftone in twelve hours ; he fays he is never 
miftaken, and he appeared like a man that was 
to be racked to-morrow. I cannot but hope it 
will not be fo bad ; he is a perfeftly honeft man, 
and one I have much obligation to. It rained 
a little this afternoon, and grew fair again. Lady 
Oglethorp fent to fpeak to me, and it was to let 
me know that Lady Rochefter defires fhe and I 
may be better acquainted. ' Tis a little too late ; 
for I am not now in love with Lady Rochefter : 
They (hame me out of her, becaufe (he is old. 
Arbuthnott fays, he hopes my ftrained thumb is 
not the gout ; for he has often found people fo 
miftaken. I do not remeniber the particular 
thing that gave it me, only I had it juft after 
beating Patrick, and now it is better ; fo I be- 
lieve he is miftaken. 

5. The Duchefs of Shrewft)ury fent to invite 
me to dinner ; but I was abroad laft night when 

her 
• Mr Long6cld lived at Kilbride, about four miles from Trim, 
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her fervant came ; and this morning I fent my 
excufes, becaufe I was engaged^ which I was forry 
for. Mrs Forcfter taxed me yefterday about the 
hiftory of the maids of honour ; but 1 told her 
fairly it was no jeft of mine j for I found they 
did not reli£K it altogether well! and I have 
enough already of a quarrel with that brute Sir 
John Walters, who has been railing at me in all 
companies ever iince I dined with him ; that I ab- 
ufed the Queen's meat and drink, and faid, no- 
thing at the table was good, and all a d — d lie ; 
for, after dinner, commending the wine, I fajd, 
I thought it was fbmething fmalL You would 
wonder how all my friends laugh at this quarrel. 
It will be fuch a jeft for the keeper, treafurer, 
and fecretary. — ^I dined with honeft Colonel God- 
frey, took a good walk of an hour on the ter- 
race, and then came up to ftudy : But it grows 
bloody cold, and I have no waiftcoat here. 

6. I never dined with the chaplains till to-day ; 
but my friend Gaftrel, and the Dean of Roche- 
fter, had often invited me, and I happened to be 
difengaged : It is the worft provided table at court. 
We ate on pewter : Every chaplain, when he is 
made a dean, gives a piece of plate i and fo they 
have got a little, fome of it very old. One who 
was made dean of Peterborrow (a fmall deanry) 
faid, he would give no plate ; he was only dean 
of Peterborrow. The news of Mr Hill's mifcar- 
riage in his expedition came to-day, iind 1 went 
to viilt Mrs Maiham and Mrs Hill, his two fi- 
tters. 
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fters, to condole with them. I advifed them by 
all means to go to the mufic-meetbg to-night, to 
ihew they were not caft down, &c. and they 
thought my advice was right, and went. I doubt 
Mr Hill and his admiral made wrong fteps ; how- 
ever, we lay it all to a ftorm, &c. I fat with the 
fecretary at fupper j then we both went to Lord 
Treafurer's fupper, and fat till twelve. The fee 
cretary is much mortified about Hill; becaufe 
this expedition was of his contriving, and he 
counted much upon it j but Lord Treafurer was 
juft merry as ufoal, and old laughing at Sir John 
Walters and me falling out. I faid. Nothing 
grieved me, but that they would take example, 
ax>d perhaps prefume upon it, and get out of my 
government ; but that I thought I was not obliged 
to govern bears, tho' I governed men. They pro- 
mife to be as obedient as ever, and fo we laugh- 
ed ; — and fo I go to bed ; for it is colder ftill, and 
you have a ^re now, and are at cards at home. 
. 7. Lord Harley and I dined privately to-day 
with Mrs Maiham and Mrs Hill, and my brother 
Mafham. I faw Lord Halifax af Court, and we 
joined, and talked ; and the Duchefs of Shrews- 
bury came up, and reproached me for not dining 
with her. I faid, That was not fo foon done ; 
for I expefted more advances from ladies, cfpe- 
cially Ducheflcs : She promifed to comply with 
any demands I pleafed ; and I agreed to dine with 
her to-morrow, if I did not go to London too 
fooB, as I believe I fliall before dmner. Lady 
I Oglethorp 
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'Oglethorp brought me and the ^Duchefs of Ha- 
milton together to-day in the drawing-room, and 
I have given her fome encouragement, but not 
much. Every body has been teazing Wahers. 
He told Lord Treasurer, tbat he took his com- 
pany firom him that were to dine with him ; my 
Lord faid, I will fend you Dr Swift : Lord Keep- 
er bid him take care what he did ^ for, fald he, 
Dr Swift is not only all our favourite, but our 
governor. The old company Tupped with Lord 
Treafurer, and got away by twelve. 

London^ 8. I believe I fhall go no more to 
.Windfor ; for w6 expert the Queen will come in 
ten days to Hampton-Court. It was froft lafl: 
night, and cruel cold to-day. I could not dine 
with the Duchefs j for I left Windfor half an 
hour after one with Lord Treafurer, and we call- 
ed at Kenfington, where Mrs Mafliafn was got to 
fee her children for two days. I dined, or ra- 
ther fupped with Lord Treafurer, and ftaid till 
after ten. Tifdall and his family are gone from 
hence, upon fome wrangle with the family, 
Yefterday I had two letters brought me to Rlr 
Mafham's j one from Ford, and t'other from 
our little MD, N. 21. I would not tell you till 
to-day, becaufe I would not. I won't anfwer it 
till the next, becaufe I have flipt two days by be- 
ing at Windfor, which I muft recover here. 
Well, firrahs, I muft go to fleep. The roads 
were as dry as at Midfummer to-day. This let- 
ter (hall go to-morrow. 

Vol. XIV. B 9. Morning.- 
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9. Morning. It rains hard this morning j I fijp- 
pofe our fiair weather is now at an end. I think 
ni put on my waiflrcoat to-day : Shall 1 ? Well, I 
will then, to pleafe MD. I think of dining at 
home to-day upon a chop and a pot. The town 
continues yet very thiti. Lord Strafford is gone 
to Holland, to tell them what we have done here 
towards a peace. We fhall foon hear what the 
Dutch fay, and how they take it. My humble 
fervice to Mrs Walls, Mrs Stoyte, and Catharine, 
— Morrow, deareft firrahs, and farewell 5 and 
God Almighty blefs MD, poor little, dear MD, 
for fo I mean, and Prefto too. HI write to you 
again to-night, that is. 111 begin my next letter. 
Farewell, Sec.- 

This litrk bit belongs to MD ; we muft always 
tvrite*Oii the margin * : You are faucy rogues. 



LETTER LXIX. 

London y 051, 9. 171 1. 

I WAS forced to lie down at twelve to-day, 
and mend my night's fleep : I flept till after 
two, and then fent for a bit of mutton and a pot 
of ale from the next cook's (hop, and had no 
ftomach. I went out at four, and called to fee 

Biddy 

* This happens to be tlic only finglc line written upod the 
margin of any of his journals. By ibme accident there was a 
margin about as broad as the back «»f a razor, and therefore he 
made tb is ufe of it. 
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Biddy Floyd, which I had not done thefe three 
months ; ihe is fomething mai ked, but has reco* 
vered her complexion quite, and looks very well. 
Then I fat the evening with Mrs Vanhomrigh,* 
and drank coffee, and ate an egg. I likewife 
took a new lodging to-day, not liking a grounds 
floor, nor the ill fmell, and other circumftances* 
I lodge, or ihaU lodge,' by Leicefter-Fields, and 
pay ten filling a-week ; that won't hold out 
long, faith. . I ihall lie here but one night more. 
It rained terribly till one o'clock tOrday. I lie, 
for I fhall lie here two nights, till Thurfday, and 
tlWn remove. Did I tell you that my friend Mrs 
Barton has a brother drowned, that went on the 
expedition wkh Jack Hill ? He was a lieutenant-* 
Colonel, and a coxcomb $ and Hhfi keeps her 
chamber m form, and the fervants fay, fhe re- 
ceives no mefi&ge8.***-Anfwer MD'$ letter, Prefto» 
d'ye hear? No, fays Prefto, I won't yet. Vox 
bufy : Toi^'re a faucy rogue* Who talks ? 

10. It coft foe twQ {hillings in coach-hire to 
dine in the city with a printer. I have fent, and 
caufed to be fent, three pamphlets out in a fort- 
night. I wiU ply the rpgxjes warm, and when-* 
ever any thiog of theirs makes a noife, it fliall 
have an anfwer. I have inftrufted an under-fpur- 
leather to write fo, that is taken for mine. A 
rogue that writes a news-paper called The prote- 
fl:ant Poft-boy, has reflefled on me in one of his 
papers ; but the fecretary has taken him up, and 
he flxall have a fqueeze extraordinary. He fays, 
B 2 that 
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that an ambitious Tantivy, miffing of his tower- 
ing hopes of preferment m Ireland, is come ovef 
to vent his fpleen on the late miniftiy, &c. Til 
Tantivy him with a vengeance. I fat the evening 
at home, and am very bufy, and can hardly find 
tithe to write, unlefs it were to MD. I am in fu- 
rious hafle. 

II. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer.^ 
Thuridays are now his days when his choice 
company comes, but we are too much multiplied. 
George Granville fent his excufes upon being ill| 
I hear he apprehendis the apoplexy, which would 
grieve me much. Lord Treafurer tails Prior no- 
thing but Morifieur Baudrier, which was the 
feigned name of the Frenchman that writ his^ 
journey to Paris. They pretend to fufpeft me j 
fo 1 talk freely of it, and put them out of their 
play. Lord Treafurer calls me now Dr Martin, 
becaufe Martin * is a fort of a fwallow, and fo ij 
a Swift. When he- and I came laft Monday 
from Windfor', we were reading all the figns f 
on the road. He is a pure trifler ; tell the Bifhopr 
of Clogher fo. I made him make two lines inr 
vcrfe for the BeU and Dragon, and they were 
, rare 

* From this pkafantry of my Lord Oxford, the appellfttive 
Martiaus Scnblerus. took its rife. 

f Vide Swift's Imitations of Horace, Lib. II. Sat. 6. where 
he gives an account of what fort of tattle entertained my Lord 
Oxford and him upon thie road to Windfor ; and, among other 
vi'hims, how, as the chariot paf&d along, 

They gravely tri'd to read the lines 
Writ ttodcrncatb the country Q^nu 
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pare bad ones. I fuppofe Dilly is with you by 
this time •: What could his reafoa be of leaving 
London, and not owning it ? ^fwas plaguy (Illy. 
I believe his natural ioconftancy made him weary i 
I think he is the king of incondancy. I ftayed 
with Lord Treafiirer till ten ; we had five Lords 
and three Commoners. Go to ombre, fiiTahs. 

12. Mrs Vanbomrtgh has changed her lodging 
as well as L She found (he had got with abawd» 
tod removed : I dined with her to-day ; for tlu/ 
ihe boards, her landlady does not dine with her, 
I am grown a mighty lover of herrings ; but they 
are much fmaller here than with you. In the af- 
ternoon I viHted an old Major^Gencral, and eat 
4ix oyfters ; then fat an hour with Mr9 Colledge, 
the joiner's daughter that was hanged ; it was 
joiner was hanged, and not his daughter ; with 
Thompfon*s wife, a magidrate. There was the 
fampiis Mrs Floyd of Chefter, who, I think, 19 
the handibmeft woman (except MD) that ever I 
faw. She told me that twenty people had fent 
her the verfes upon Biddy, as meant to her : And 
indeed, in point of handfomenefs, fhe deferves 
them much better. I will not go to Windfor to- 
morrow, and 46 I toW the fecretary to-day^ I 
hate the thoughts of Saturday and Sunday flip- 
pers with Lord Trcafurer. Jack Hill is come 
liome from his unfortunate expedition, and is, I 
think, now at Windfor : I have not yet ftSh lite: 
He is privately blamed by his own fi'iends for 
■want of conduft. He called a council of war, 
B 3 and 
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and therein it was determined to come back. 
But they fajr, a General ihould not do that^ ho- 
ca,ufe the ofBcers will always give their opinion 
for returning, iince the Uame will not lie upon 
them, but . the General : I pity him heartily. 
Bemage received his commiffion to-day. 

13. I dined to-d'ay with Colonel Crowe, late 
governor of Barbadpes ;• he is a great acquaint- 
ance of your friend Sterne, to whom I trufted 
the box. Lord Treafurer has refufcd Sterne'a 
bufinefs ; and I doubt he is a rake : Jemmy Leigh 
ftays for him, and nobody knows where to find 
him. I am fo bufy now, I have hardly time to 
fpare to write to our little MD j but in a fort- 
night I hope it will be over^ I am going now to* 
be bufy, &c. 

14. I was going to dine with Dr Cockbum;; 
but Sir Andrew Fountaine met me, and carried 
me to Mrs Van's, where I drank the laft bottle 
of Raymond's wine, admirable good, better than 
any I get among the miniftry. I muft pick up 
time to anfwer this letter of MD's, FU do it in a 
day or two for certain.' I am gjad I am not at. 
Windfor, for it is very cold, and I won't have a 
fire till November. I am contriving how to ftop 
up my grate with bricks. Patrick was drunk laft 
night; but did not come to me, elfe I ihould 
have given him t'other cuflF. I fat this evening 
)iyitU Mrt Barton i it is the firft day of her fee- 
ing company 5 but I made her merry enough, and 
we were three hours difputing upon Whig and 

Tory. 
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Tory. She grieved for her brother only for formv 
and he was a fad dog^ Is Stella well cnovlgh to 
go to churchi pray i no nummings left ? no 
darknefs in your eyes 2 do you walk and exeri^ 
cife ? Your exercife is ombre — People are conw 
ing up to town ^ the Queen will be at Hampton* 
Court in a week. , Lady Betty Germain, I hear, 
is come^ and Lord Pembroke is coming :. His new 
wife is as big with child as Ihe can tumble. 

15. I fat at home till four thb afternoon to- 
day writing,, and tite a roll and butter ; then vi- 
fited Will. Cpngreve an hoiu* or two, and fupped 
with Lord Treafurer,. who came from Windfor 
to-day,, and brought Prior with him. The Queen 
has thanked Prior for his good fervice in France j 
and promifed to make him acommii&oner of the 
cufioms. Several of that commiffion are to be 
out i among the xeft,. my friend Sir Matthew 
Dudley ; I can do nothing for him, he is fo ha- 
ted by the nuniftry. Lord Treaiurer kept me till 
twelve, fo I need not tell you it is now late. 

16. I dined to-day with Mr Secretary at Dr 
Cotefworth's^ where he now lodges till hb houfe 
be got ready in Golden-Square. One Boyer, a 
French dog, has abufed me. in a pamphlet, and 
I have got him up in a meilenger's hands :. The 
Secretary promiies me to fwinge him. Lord 
Treafurer told me lail night, that he had the 
honour to be abufed with me in a pamphlet. I 
mxxik make that rogue an example for warnbg to 
Others. I was to fee Jack Hill this morning, who 

made 
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made that unfortunate expedition : And there is 
ftill more misfbrtune; for that {hip, which wa» 
admiral of his fleet, is blown up in the Thames, 
by an accident and carelefTnefs of fomc rogu^, 
•who was going, as they think, to ftcal fome gun- 
powder : Fhre hundred men are loft ; we don't 
yet know the paiticulars. I am got home by 
feven, and 1 am going to be bufy," and you arc 
going to play and fupper; you live ten times 
happier than I : But I (hould live ten times hap- 
jrier than you, if I were witli MD. I faw Jemmy 
Leigh to-day in the ftreet, who tells me that 
Sterne has not lain above once thefe three weeks 
in his lodgings, and he doubts he takes ill cour- 
fes ; he flays only till he can find Sterne to go 
along with him, and he cannot hear of him. I 
begged him to enquu*e about the box when he 
com^ to Chefter, which be promifes. 

17. The Secretary and I dined to-day with Brl* 
gadier Britton, a.great friend of his. The L*- 
dy of the houfc is very galantey abolit thirty- 
five s flie is faid to have a great deal of wit ; but 
I fee nothing among any of them that equate , 
MD by a bar's length, as hope faved^ My Xx>rd 
Treafurer is much out of order 5 he has a fore 
throat, and the gravel, and a pain in his breaft 
where the. wound was : Pray God prefei've him* 
The Queen comes to Hampton-court on Tuef^ 
day next $ people are coming £aft to town, ami 
I muft anfwer MD's letter, which I can hardljr 
find time to do, theugh I am at home the great« 

eft 
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eft part of the day. Lady Bcjtty Germain and I 
were difputJng Whig and Tory to death this 
morning. She is grown very fet^ and looks 
mighty well. Biddy Floyd was there, and flic 
is, I think, very much fpoiled with the fmall-pox. 
18. Lord Treafurer is ftill out of order, and 
that breaks our method of dining there to-d^. 
He is often fubjeft to a fore throat ; and fomc 
lime or other it will kill him, unlefs he takes 
more cai^ than he is apt to do. It was faid about 
the town, that poor Lord Peterborow was dead 
at Frankfort ^ but he is fomething better, and 
the Queen is fending him to Italy, where I hope 
the warm climate will recover him ; he has abun- 
dance of excellent qualities, and we love one an- 
other mightily. I was this afternoon in the city, 
ate a bit of meat, and fettled fome things with a 
printer. I will anfwer your letter on Saturday, 
if poffible, and then fend away this ; fb to fetch 
up the odU days I loft at Windfor, and keep 
conftant to my fortnight. Ombre time is now 
coming on, and we fhall have nothing but Man- 
ky, and Walls, and Stoytes, and the Dean. 
Have you got nq new acquaintance i Poor girls f 

no body, knows MD^s good qualities. ^'Tis 

very cold 5 but I will not have a fire till Novem- 
ber, that's pozz. Well, but coming home 

to-night, I found on my table a letter from MO. 
Faith I Was angry, that is with myfelf, and I was 
afraid too to fee MD's hand fo foon, for fear 
of fomething, I don't know' what : At laft I open^ 

ed 
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cd It, and it was over well, and a bill for th^ 
two hundred guineas. However, 'tis a fad thing 
that this letter is not gone, nor your twenty-firft 
anfwered yet. 

ip. I was invited to-day to dine with Mn| 
Van, with fomc company who did not comei 
but I ate nothing, but herrings : You mud knour 
I hardly ever eat of above one thing, and that 
the plaineft ordinary meat at tabic ; I love it bcft| 
and believe it wholefomeft. You love rarities } 
yes, you do : I wifli you had all that I ever fco 
where I go. I was coming home early, and-mct 
the Secretary in his chair, who perfuaded me to 
go with him ^o Britton's ; for he faid, he had 
been all day at bufinefs, and had eaten nothing* 
So I went, and the time paft fo, that we ftakl 
till two, fo you may believe 'tis late enough. 

20. This day has gone all wrong, by fitting 
up fo late laft night. Lord Treafurcr is not yet 
well, and can*t go to Windfor. I dined with 
Sir Matthew Dudley, and took occafxon to hint 
to him that he would lofe his employment, for 
which I am very forry. Lord Pembroke and 
his family are all come to town. I was kept (a 
long at a friend's this evening, that I cannot fend 
this to-night. When I knocked at my lodgings, 
a fellow alkcd me where lodged Dr Swift ? I . 
told him I was the perfon : He gave me a- 
letter he brought from the Secretary's office, 
and I gave him a fhilling : When I came up, I 
law Diogley's hand : Faith I was afraid, I da 

not 
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not know what. At laft it was a formal letter 
from Dinglcy about her exchequer bufinefs. 
WcD, ni do it on Monday, and iettle it with 
Tooke. And now, boys^, for your letter, I 
mean the firfi;, N. 2i- Let's fee } come out, 

Ktde letter. 1 never had the letter from the 

hifhop that Raymond mentions ; but I have 
mttcn to Ned Southwell, to defire the Duke of 
Ormond to fpcak to his Reverence, that he may 
lave off his impertinence. What a pox can 
Acy think I am doing for the Archbiftop here ? 
you have a pretty notion of me in Ireland, to 
make me an agent for the Archbifliop of Du- 
blin. ^Why J do you think J value your 

people's ingratitude about my part in ferving 
dicm ? I remit them their Fh'ft-Finiits of ingra- 
titude, as freely as I got the other remitted to 
them. Thi« Lord Treafurer defers writing his 
letter to them, or elfe they would be plaguily 
confounded by this time For he defigns to 
give the merit of it wholly to the^ Queen and me, 
md to let them know it was done before the 
Duke of Ormond was Lord lieutenant. You 
^t, you dine abroad, you fee frienus, you pil- 
gariick ; you walk from Finglafs, you a cat's 
foot. O Lord — Lady Gore hung her child by 
the waift ; what is that waifl * ? I don't under- 

ftand 

• With great rcfpeft to the Doctor's judgment, perhaps Stella** 
Orthography might be defended a^^ainfl the tyranny of her 
kiftnidpr ; at lead fhe has all the modems on her fide : How^ 
ever indeed, nvafiy as well as -wiuj}, is to be met with m VAr 
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ftand the wovd ; he muft hang on till you ex- 
plain or fpell it. — I dont believe he was pretty, 
that's a liHi. — Pifh ; burn your Firft-Fruits ; a- 
gain at it. Stella has inade twenty felfe TpeUings 
in her writing j Fll fcnd them to you all back 
again on the other fide of this letter, to mend 
them 5 I won't mifs one. Why ; I think there 
•were fevente6n bifhops names to the letter Lord 
Oxford received. — I will fend you fome pam- 
phlets by Leigh ^ Put me in mind of it on Mon- 
day, for 1 {hall go then to the printer ; yes, and 
the Mifcellany. . 1 am mightily obliged to Walls, 
but I don't deferve it by any ufage of him here, 
having feen him but twice, and once en pdffant. 
Mrs Manly forfworn jombre ! What j and no 
]3lazing ftar appear? iio monfters born ? no whale 
thrown up ? Have you not found out fome eva- 
fion for her ? She had no fuch i-egard to eaths 
in her younger days. I got the books for no- 
thing,^ Madam Dingley \ but the wine I got not ; 
it was. but a promife. — Yes, my head is pretty 
well in the main, only now. and then a little 

threatning or fo. You talk of my reconcilr 

ing fome great folks. I tell you what: The 
Secretary told me laft night, that he had found 
the reafon why the Queen was cold to him for. 
fome njonths paft •, that a friend had told it him 
yefterday; and it was, that they fufpe6i:ed he 
was. at the bottom with the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, Then he faid, he had reflefted upon 
all i had fpoken to him long ago \ but he thought 

it 
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It had been only my fufpicion^ and my zeal and 
kindne(s for him. I faid I had reafon to take 
that very ill, to imagine I knew fo little of the 
world as to talk at a venture to a great mini- 
fter % that I had gone between him and Ja>ixI 
Trcafurcr often, and told each of them what I 
had faid to the other, and that I had informed 
him fo before : He faid all that you may ima- 
gine, to excufe himfelf, and approve my conduft. 
I told him I knew all along, that this proceeding 
of mine was the furcft way to, fend me back to 
my willows in Ireland ; but that I regarded it 
not, provided I could do the kingdom fervice in 
keeping them weU together. I minded him how 
often 1 had told Lord Treafurer, Lord Keeper, 
and him together, that all things depended on 
their union, and that my comfort was to fee 
them love one another ; and I had told them all 
fingly, that I had not faid this by chance, &c. 
He was in a rage to be thus fufpefted ; fwears he 
will be upon a better foot, or none at all ; and I 
do not fee how they can well want him in this 
jonAure. I hope to find a way of fettling this 
matter. I aft an honefl: part ; that will bring 
me neither profit nor praife. MD muft think 
the better of me for it : Nobody elfe fhall ever 
know it. Here's politicks enough for once ; but 
madam D. D. gave me occafion for it. I think 
I told you I have got into lodgings that don't 
fmell ill— O Lord ! the fpeftacles : Well, HI do 
that on Monday too; although it goes againfl 
Vol. XIV. C me 
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me to be employed for folks that neither you 
nor I care a groat for. Is the eight pounds from 
Uawkdiaw included in the thirty-nine pounds 
five fliillings and two-pence ? How do I know 
by this how my account ftands ? Can't you write 
five or fix lines to caft it up ? Mme is forty-feur 
pounds per annumy and eight pounds from Uawk- 
ihaw makes fifty-two pounds* Pray fet it right, 

and let me know 5 you had beft. And 

fo now I have anfwered N. 21, and 'tis late ; and 
I will anfwer N. 22. in my next : This cannot go 
to-night, but fjiall on Tuefday : And fo goto 
your play, and lofe your money with your two 
eggs a penny ; filly jad^ ; you witty ? very pretty ! 
21- Mrs Van would have me dine with her 
again to-day, and fo I did, though Lady- Mount- 
joy has fent two or three times to have me fee 
and dine with her ; and fhe is a little body I love 
very welL My head has ached a little in the 
evenings thefe three or four days, but is not of 
that giddy fort, fo I do not much value it. I 
was to fee Lord Harley to-day, but Lord Trea* 
furer took phyfick, and I could not fee him. 
He has voided much gravel, and is better, but 
not well 5 he talks of going on Tuefday to fee 
the Queen at Hampton-Court ; I wifli he may 
be able. I never faw fo fine a fummer day as 
this was : How is it with you pray ? and can't 
you remember naughty packs. I han't fcen 
Jjord Pembroke yet. He will be forry. to mifs 
Pill^ : I wonder you fay nothing of Dilly's being 

got 
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got to Ireland ; if he be not there foon, I (hall 
have fome certain odd thoughts ; guefs them if 
you can. 

12. I dined in the city to-day with Dr Friend, 
at one of my printers ; I enquired for Leigh^ but 
could not find him : I have forgot what fort of 
apf'on you wantr I muft rout among your let- 
ters, a needle in a bottle of hay. I gave Sterne 
dircAiflbe, but where to find him Lord knows. 
I have befpoken the fpeAades ; got a fet of Exa- 
minei*s, and five pamphlets, whkh I have either 
written or contributed to, except the bcft, which 
is the vindication of the Duke of Marlborough, 
and is entirely of the author of the Atalantis. I 
have fettled Dingley*s affair with Tooke, who 
has undertaken it, and underflands it. I have 
befpoken a Mifcellany : What would you have 
xpe do more ? It coft me a {billing coming home ^ 
it rains terribly, and did fo iuthe morning. Lord 
Treafurer has had an ill day, m much pain. He 
writes and does bufinefs in his chamber now he 
is Ul, the man is bewitched ; he defires to fee me, 
and I'll maul him, but he will not value it a rufh. 

1 am half weary of them all. I often burfi: 

out into thefe thoughts, and will certainly (leal 
away as foon as I decently can. I have many 
friends, and many enemies ; and the laft are 
more conftant in their nature. I have no fhud- 
dering at all to think of retiring to my old cir- 
cumftances, if you can be eafy j but I will always 
livd in Ireland as I did the laft time : I will not 
C z hunt 
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hunt for dinners there, nor converfe with more 
than a very few. 

23. Morning. This goes to-day, and fliall be 
fealed by and by. Lord Treafurer takes phyfick 
again to-day: I believe I (hall dine with Lord 
Dupplin. Mr Tooke brought me a letter, dircft- 
cd for me at Morphew's the bookfeller. I fup- 
pofe, by the poftage, it came from Ireland •, it 
is a woman's hand, and leems falTe fpelt 9h pur* 
pofe : It is in fuch fort of verfe as Harris's peti- 
tion ; rallies me for writing merry things, and 
not upon divinity; and is like the fubjeft of 
the archbilhop's laft letter, as I told you. Caiv 
you guefs whom it came from ? It is not ill writ- 
ten 5 pray find it out : There is a Latin verfe at 
the end of it all rightly fi>clt 5 yet the Englifh, as 
I think, affectedly wrong in many places. — ■ — 
My plaguing time is coming. A young fellow 
brought me a letter from Judge Coote, with re- 
' commendation to be lieutenant of a man of war. 
He is -the fon of one Echlin, who was minifter 
of Bdfaft before TiCiall, and I have got fome 
other new cuftomers; but I (hall trouble my 
friends as little as,poffible. Saucy Stella ufed to 
jeer me for meddling with other folks affairs : 

But now I am puniflied for it. Patrick has 

brought the candle, and I have np more room. 
FarcweU, See. &c. 

Here's a fuH and true account of Stella's new 

fpelling. 

Plagucly^ 
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Plaguely, - 


. Plaguily*. 


DiaeiDg, - 


- Dining. 


Straingers, - 


- Strangers. 


Ch^, 


- Chafe f. 


Waift, 


. Waft. 


Houer, 


- Hour. 


Jmmagin, - 


. - Imagine. 


A bout, 


- About. 


Inteflegence, 


- Intelligence. 


Aboundancc, 


- Abundance, 


Merrit, 


- Merit. 


Secreet, 


. Secret. 


ftiamphlets, 


- Pamphlets* 


Buffinefs, - 


- Bulinefs.^ 



Tell me truly, firrah, how many of thefe zrc 
miftakes of the pen, how many are you to an- 
fwer for as real ill fpelling ? There are but four- 
teen ; I faid twenty by guefs. You muft not be 
s^ngry, for I will have you fpell right, let the 
world go how it will 5 though, after all, there 
IS but a miftake of one letter iq any of tliele 
words. I allow you henceforth but Gx falfc 
Ipcllings in every letter you fend me. 



C3 
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* Tiii* colamn of words, as thty are corre^edy is in Stella*!^ 
I)aad. 
I Tct here is one word (UU falie ipdt* 
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LETTER LXK. 

London f OB. 2*3, 171 1». 

I DINED witK Lord Dupplin, as I told you I 
would, and put my thirty-fecond into the 
poft-^office my own felf ; and \ believe there has 
not been one moment fince we parted, where- 
in a letter was not upon the ix)ad going or 
coming to or from PMD *. If the Queen 
knew it, fhe wbuld give us a pehfion ; for it is^ 
we bring good luck to their poft-boys and the 
pacquets, eHe they would [break their necks 
and fink. But, an old faying and a true one; 
Be it fnow or ftorm or hail, PMD's letters never- 
lail : Croft winds may fometimes make them 

tarry; but PMD's letters can't mifcarry. 

Terrible rain to-day, but it cleared iip at night 
enough to fave me twelve-pence coming home. 
Lord Treafur-er is much better this evening. I 
hate to have him ill, he is fo confoundedly care* 
lefs. I won't anfWer your letter yet, fo be fatis- 
fied. 

24. I called at Lord Treafurer's to-day at 
noon 5 he was eating fome broth in his bed- 
chanaber, undrefled, with a thoufand papers a- 
bout him. , He has a little fever upon him, and 
his eye terribly blood-fliot 5 yet he drefled him*- 
felf, and went out to the treafury. He told me, 
he has a letter from a lady, with a complaint 

againft 
• That is Prefto aiid MD. 
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againft me ; it was from Mrs Cutts, a filler of 
Lord CuttS) who writ to himy that I had abufed 
her brother : You remember the Salamander ; 
it is> printed in the Mifcellanj. I told my Lord, 
that I would never regard complaints i and that 
I expe£bed| whenever he received any againft me, 
ke would immediately put them into the fire, 
and forget them, elfe I fhould have no quiet* 
I had a little turn in my head this morning; 
which, though it did not laA above a moment, 
yet being of the true fort, has made me as weak as 
a dog all this day. Tis the firft I have had this 
half year. I fliall take my pills if I hear of it 
again, i dined at Lady Mountjoy's with Harry 
Coote, and went to fee Loi^d Pembroke upon 
his coming to town.— The Whig party arc furious 
againft a peace; and every day fome ballad comes 
out, refledting on the miniftry on^ that account** 
The fccretary St John has feized on a dozen 
bookfellers and publiftiers, into his me&engers 
hands. Sopie of the foreign minifters have pu« 
blilhed the preliminaries agreed on* here, between 
France and England ; and people rail ^t them, as 
mfufficient to treat a peace upoa 5 but the fecret 
B^ that the French have agreed to articles much 
more important, which our minifters have ngt 
communicated $ and the people, who think they 
know all, are difcontented that there is no more. 
This was an inconvenience 1 foretold to the fe- 
cretary 5 but we could contrive no way to fence 
againft it. So there's politicks for you. ■ 

25. The 
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2$^ The Queen is at Hampton-Court 5 fiic 
went on Tuefday ia that terrible rain. I dioedt 
with Lems at his lodgings^ to difpaixrli fome 
l}u£iners we had. I (ent this morning and ei^n- 
ing to Lord Trcafurer, and he is much worfe 
l?y going out 5 I am in pain about evening. 
He Jias fent for Dr Radcltff, pray God prefcrve 
him. The Chancdlor of the Exchequer fhewed 
^me to-day a ballad) in manufcripti againft Lord 
Treafurcr and his South-Sea projeft j it is ver^r 
ihari^y written : If it be not printed, I will fend 
it to yoli* If it be, it fhall go in your pacquec 
of pamphldts. — I found out your letter about 
dire<9ions for the apron ; and have ordered to* 
be bought, a cheap, green filk work apron $ I 
have it by heart. I fat this evening with Mrs^ 
Barton^ who is my near neighbour. It was a^ 
delicious day; and 1 got my walk, and was think«- 
ing whether MD was walking too, juft at that 
time that Prcfto vras.— This papet* does not 
coft me a farthing, I have it &om the fecretary's 
office. I long till tc^-morrow, to know how my 
Lord Treafurcr fleeps this night, and to hear he 
mends : We arc all undone without him ; f<> 
pray for liiiny firrahs, — and don't ftay too late at 
the dean's. 

26. I dined with Mrs Van j for the weather 
is fo bad, and I am fo bufy, tliat I can't dine witli 
great folks : And befides, I dare eat but little, to 
keep my head in order, which is better. Lord 
Treafurcr is very ill, but I hope in no danger,. 

Wc 
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We have no quiet with the Whigs> thcj arc fi> 
violeot agaioft a peace ; but I'll cool them, with 
a vengeancei very foon. 1 have not heard from 
the biihop of Clogher, whether he has got his 
flames. I writ to him fix weeks ago ; he's fo 
bufy with his parliament. I won't smfwer your 
letter yet, fay what you wiU^ faucy girls I 

27. I forgot to go about fome bufioefs thi» 
Jiioming, which coft me double the time ; and I 
was forced to be at the fecretary's office till four,, 
and lofe my dinner ; fo I went to Mrs Van's,, 
and made them get me three hen*ings, which I 
am very fond of, and they are a light vittak : 
BeCdes, I was to have Tupped at Lady Afhbum* 
ham's ; but the drab did not call for us in her 
coach, as fhe promifed, — :but fent for us, and fo 
I fent my excufes. It has been a terrible rainy 
day; but fo flattering in the morning, that I 
would needs go out in my new hat. I met Leigh 
and Sterne as I was going into the park. Leigh 
fays he will go to Ireland in ten days, if he can 
get Sterne to go with him ; fo I wiil fend him 
the things for MD, and I have deflred him to 
en<]uire about the box. I bate that Sterne for 
his careleflnefs about it ; but it was my fault. 

29. I was all this terrible rainy day with my 
friend Lewis, upon bufioefs of importance ; and 
I dined with him, and came home about Teven, 
and thought I wouM amufe myiclf a little after 
the pains I had taken. I faw a volume of Con- 
greiTc's Plays in my ix>om^ that Patrick had ta- 

kea 
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ken to read ; znd I looked into it, and in mere j 
loitering read in it till twelve, like an owl and a 
fool : If ever I do fo agam ; never faw the like. 
Count Gallas, the emperor's envoy, you will 
hear is in difgrace with us : The Queen has or- 
dered her minifters to have no more commerce 
with him ; the reafon is> the fool writ a rude 
letter to Lord Dartmouth, fecretary of ftate,^ 
complaining of our proceedings about a peace ; 
and he is always in clofe confidence with Lord 
Wharton, and Sunderland, and others of the 
late miniftry. I believe you begin to think there 
will be no peace; the Whigs here are fure it 
cannot be, and ftocks are fallen again. But I 
am confident there will, unlefs France plays us 
tT-icks ; and you may venture a wager with any 
of your Whig acquaintance, that we fhall not 
have another campaign. You will get more by 

it than by ombre, iirrah. 1 let flip telling you 

yeftcrday*s journal, which I thought to have 
done this morning, but blundered* I dined 
yefterday at Harry Coote's, with Lord Hatton, 
Mr Finch, a fon of L^ord Nottingham, and Sir 
Andrew Fountaine.^ I left them foon ; but hear 
they ftaid till two in the morning, and were aH 
drunk ; and fo good night for la ft night, and 
good night for to-night. You bluijdering goofe*- 
cap, an't you afhamed to blunder to young 
ladies ? I fhall have a fire in three or four days 
Slow, oh, ho. 

30. I was to-day in the city concerting fomc 
things with a printer, and am to be to-morrow 

alt 
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all day buQr with Mr Secretary about the fame. 
I won't tell you now ; but the miniflei^s reckon it 
will do abundance of good, and open the eyes of 
the nation, who are half bewitched againft a 
peace. Few of this generation can remember 
any thing but war and taxes, and they think it is 
as it fhould be ; whereas 'tis certain we are the 
moft undone people in Europe, as I am afraid I 
fhall make appear beyond all contradiction. But 
I forgot ; I won't tell you what I will do, nor 
what I will not do : So let me alone, and go to 
Stoyte, and give goody' Stoyte and Catharine my 
humble fervice j I love goody Stoyte better than 
goody Walls. Who'll pay me for this green 
apron ? I will ha^e the money ; it coft ten ihil- 
lings and fixpence. I think it plaguy dear for a 
cheap thing ; but they faid that Englifh (ilk would 
cockle, and I know not what. You have the, 
making into the bargain. 'Tis right Italian: I 
have fent it and the pamphlets to Leigh, and will 
fend the Miicellanies and fpeAacles in a day or 
two. I would fend more i but faith I'm plaguy 
poor at prefent. 

31. The devil's in this fecretary ; when I went 
this morning he had people with him i but, fays 
he, we are to dine with Prior to-day, and then 
will da all our l)ufinefs in the afternoon. At two 
Prior fends word, he is otherwife engaged i then 
the fecretary and I go and dine with Brigadier 
Britton, fit till eight, grow merry, no bufinefs 
done I he is in hane to fee Lady Jerfeyj we part, 

and 
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and appoint. no time to meet again. This is the 
fault of all the prdent miniftersi teazing me to 
death for my afGftance, laying the whole weight 
of their afiairs upon it, yet flipping opportunities. 
Lord Treafurcr mends every day, though flowly : 
I hope he will take care of himfelf. Pray, will 
you fend to Parvifol to fend me a bill of -twenty 
pounds as foon as he can, for I want money, i 
muft have money ; I will have money, iirrahs. 

Nov. I. I went to-day into the city to fettle 
Ibme bufinefs with Stratford, and to dine with 
bim ; but he was engaged, and I was £o angry I 
would not dine \rith him, or any other merchant ; 
but went to my printer, and ate a bit, and did 
huflnefs of mifchief with him, and I fhaQ haye 
the fpeftacfes and Mifcellany to-morrow, and 
leave them with Leigh. A fine day always makes 
•mc go into the city, if I can fpare time, becat^ 
k is exercife ; and that does me more good than 
any thing. I have heard nothing iince of my 
head, but a little, I don't know how, fometimes: 
But I am very temperate, efpecially now the 
treafurer is ill, and the minifters often at Hamp« 
ton-Court, and the fecretary not yet fixed in his 
houfe, and I hate dining with many of my old 
Acquaintance. Here has been a fellow difcovered 
going out of th« Eaft-India houfe with fixteen 
thoufand pounds in money and bills ; he would 
liave efcaped, if he had not been fo uneafy with 
thirft,^ that, he ftole out before his time, and wa* 
caught. But what is that to MD ? 1 wiih we 
X had 
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had the money, provided the Eaft-India company 
was never the worfe ; you know we muft not co- 
vet, &c. Our weather, for this fortnight paft, 
is chequered, a fair and rainy day ; this was very 
fine, and 1 have walked four miles ; wifh MD 
would do fo, lazy fluttikins. 

a* It has rained all day with a continuendo, and 
I went in a chair to dine with Mrs Van ; always 
there in a very rainy day. But I made (hift to 
come back afoot. I live a very retired life, pay 
very few viiits, and keep but very little company ; 
I read no news-papers. I am forry I fcnt you the 
Examiner ; for the printer is going to print them 
in a fmall volume : It fecms the author is too 
proud to have them printed by fubfcription, tho* 
his friends offered, they fay, to make it worth 
five hundred pounds to him. The SpeAators arc 
likewife printing in a larger and a fmaller volume : 
So I believe they are going to leave them off; anl^ • 
indeeci people grow weary of them, though they 
are often prettify written. We have had no news 
for me to fend you now towards the end of my 
letter* The Queen has the gout a little ; I hop- 
ed the Lord Treafurer would have had it too ; 
but Radclifftold me yefterday, it was the rheu-, 
matifm in his knee and foot ; however he mends, 
and I hope will be abroad in a (hort time. I am 
told they defign giving away feveral employments 
before the Parliament fits, which will be the thir- 
teenth inftant. I either do not like, or not un- 
derftand this policy 5 and if Lord Treaftirer does 

, Vol. XIV. D not 
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•not mend foon, they muft give them juft before 
the feffions. But he is the greateft procraftinator 
in the world. 

3. A fine day this, and I walked a pretty deal ; 
I ftufft the fecretary's pockets with papers, which 
he muft read and fettle at Hampton-Court, where 
he went to-day, and ftays fome time. They have 
no lodgings for nie there,, fo I can't go ; for the 
town is fmail, chargeable, and inconvenient. Lord 
Treafurer had a very ill night laft night, with 
much pain in his knee and foot, but is eafier to- 
day. And fo I went to vifit Prior about fdm^z 

bufinefs, and fo he was not within, and fo^Sir 
Andrew Fountaine made me dine to-day again 
with Mrs Van, and I came home foon, remem- 
bering this nuift go to-night, and that I had a 
letter of MD's to anfwer. O Lord, where is it ? 
Let me' fee ; fo,-fe, here it is. You grudge writ- 
• fl{g fo foon. Pox on that bill ; the woman would 
have me manage that money for her. I do not 
.know what to do with it ; now I have it ; I am 
like the unprofitable fteward in the Gofpel : / 
laid if up in a napkin ; there thou haft what is thine 
owny &c. Well, well, 1 know of your new 
mayor. (I'll tell you a pun : A fiftimonger owed 
a man two crowns ; fo he fent him a piece of bad 
ling and a tench, and then faid he was paid : How 
IS that now ? find it out ; for 1 won't tell it you: 
Which of you finds it out ?) Well, but as I was 
faying, what care I for your mayor ? I fancy 
Ford may tell Forbes right about my returning 

to 
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to Ireland before Chriftmas, or foon after, roi 
forry you did not go on with your ftory about 
Pray God you be John ; I never heard it in my life, 

and wonder what it can be. Ah, Stella, faith 

you leaned upon your Bible, to think what to fay 
when you writ that. Yes, that ftory of the fe- 
cretary's making me an example, b true. " Never 
** heard it before !** why, how could you hear it? 
Is it pofBble to tell you the hundredth part of 
what pafles in our companies here ? The fecreta- 
ry is as eafy with me, as Mr Addifon was. I have 
often thought what a fplutter Sir William Tem- 
ple makes about being fecretary of ftate ; I think 
Mr St John the greateft young man I ever knew \. 
wit, capacity, beauty, quicknefs of apprehenfion, 
good learning, and an excellent tafte ; the beft 
orator in the Houfe of 'Commons, admirable 
convcrfatio% good nature, and good manners \ 
generous, and a defpiftr of money. His only fau^Jt . 
is talking to hi& friends in way of complaint of 
too great a load of bufinefs, which looks a little 
like affe&ation i And he endeavours too much to 
mix the fine gentleman, and man of pleafurcj 
with the man of bufinefs. What truth and fin- 
cerity he may have, I know not : He is now but 
thirty-two, and has been fecretary above a year- 
Is not all this extraordinary? How he ftands with 
th« Queen and Lord Treafurer, I have told you 
before. This is his character j and I believe you 
will be diverted by knowing it I writ ^o the 
Archbifliop of Dublin, Bifhop of Cloyne and. 
D 2 of 
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of Cloghcr together, five weeks ago, from Wincf- 
for ; I hope they had my letters ; pray know if 
Clogher had his. — Fig for your phyfician and 
his advice, Madam Dingley ! If I grow worfe, I 
will; otherwift I will tnift to temperance and 
cxercife: Your fall of the leaf! what care I 
when the leaves fall ? I am forry to fee them fall 
with all my heart ; but why (hould I take phyfic 
becaufe leaves fall off fixrni trees ? that won*t 
hinder them from falling. If a man falls from 
a horfe, muft I t^e phyfic for that ? — ^^fhis ar- 
guing makes you mad ; but it is true right rea^ 
fon, not to be difproved. I am glad at heart to 
hear poor Stella is better ; u(e exercife and walk, 
fpend pattens, and fpare potions ; wear out clogs, 
and wafte claret. Have you found out my puxi 
of the fifhmonger ? Don't read a word more till 
you have got it. And Stella is handfomc again, 
you fay ? and is fhc fat? I have fent to Leigh 
the fet of Examiners: The firft thirteen were 
written by feveral hands, fome good, fome bad ; 
the next three-and -thirty, were all by one hand, 
that makes forty-fix * ; then the author, whoever 

he 

* Here the Po£lor*s memory failed him a little : He flsould 
have faid, The firft twelve were written by feveral hands (for 
Swift's Examiners commenced with No. 13.) and the next thir- 
ty-two" were by one hand, in all forty-four. Vid. his letter to 
Stella, dated June 7. 1711, If the reader has any doubt of this 
matter ftill remaining, kt him confult the two laft paragraphs 
of the forty-fourth Examiner ; and for curiofity, if he pleafcs, 
read the firft paragraph of the forty-fifth Number, where he 

will 
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fte was, laid It down on purpofc to confound 
guefiers ; and the laft fix were written by a wo- 
man. Then there is an account of Guifcard by 
the ftme woman, but the fafts fent by Prefto. 
Then," An Anfwcr to the Lettef to the Lords 
about Greg, by Prefto ; Prior's Journey, by 
Prefto ; Vindication of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, entirely by the fame woman ; Comment 
on Hare's 3ermon, by the fame woman, only 
hints to the printer from Prefto to give her. 
Then there's the Mijfcellany, and apron for Stel- 
la, a pound of chocolate without fugar for Stel- . 
la, a fine fiiufi^rafp of ivory, given me by Mi's 
St John for Dingley, and a large roll of tobacco, 
which fhe muft hide or cut fhorter out of mo- 
defty, and four pair of fpeftacles for the Lord 
knows who. There's the cargo, I hope it will 
come fafe. Oh, Mrs Mafham and I are very 
well 5 we write to one another, but it is upon bu- 
fincfs ; I believe I told you fo before : Pray par- 
don my forgetfulnefs in thefe cafes ; poor Prefto 
can't help it. MD fhall have the money as foon 
D 3 as; 

will find the Eicamincr intends to proceed on a plan quite dif- • 
ferent fronr Swift's courfc of politics. However, in fix or eight 
weeks after Swift became filent, the Examiner was laid down, 
although^ revived again the Dfecember follo-'rng, and continued 
to be a lively and fpirited paper for two or three months, the 
writers of it being fupplicd with hints from Mr Secretary St 
J6hn and Dr Swift. But the miniftry having then obtained ■ 
their ends -in parliament, and the peace, being in great forward- - 
nefs, they fuflfered the Examiner to fink again into ol>rcunty 
anddolnefs. 
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as^ Tookc gets it. And fo I think I have anfwc/- 
cd all| and the paper is out, and now I have 
fctcht up my week, and will fend you another 

this day fortnight. Why, you rogues, two 

crowns make tench's/Uiifig .• You are fo dull you 
could never have found it out. Farewell, && 
&c. 



LETTER LXXL 

LondoHy Nov, 3, 1711*^ 

MY thirty-third lies now before me juft 
finifhed, and I am going to feal and 
fend it, fo kt me know whether you would have 
me add any thing v I gave you my journal of 
this day, and it is now nine at night, and I am 
going to-be bufy for an hour or two. 

4. I left a friend's houfe to day, where I was 
invited, juft when, dinner was fetting on; and 
pretended I was engaged, becaufe I faw fome 
fellows I did. not know, and went to S^ Mat«- 
tfiew Dudlejr's, where I had the fame inconve- 
Bience ; but he would not let me go, otherwife 
I Vould have gone hotoe and fent for a ffice of 
mutton and a pot of ale,, rather than dfne with 
perfons unknown, as bad, for ought I know, as 
your deans, parfons, and curates. Bad flabby 
weather to-day. — ^Now mrcthinks I write at eafe, 
when I have no letter of MD's to anfwer. But 
I miftook, and have got the lai-ge paper. The 

Q^eea 
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Qneen is laid up with the gout at Hampton- 
Court ; Qie is now ieldom without it any long 
time together ; I fear it will wear her out in a very 
few years. I plainly find^ I have lefs twitchings 
about my toes fince thefe minifters are £ick and 
out of town^ and that I don't dine with them. 
I would compound for a light eafy gout, to be 

perfeftly well in my head. Pray walk when 

the firoft comes, young ladies, go a frofl-biting. 
It comes into my head, that from the very time 
you firft went to Ireland, 1 have been always ply- 
ing you to walk and read. The young fellows 
liere have begun a kind of fafhion to walk, and 
maay of tbenv have got fwingeing ftrong (hoes 
on purpoie ; it has got as far as feveral young 
Lords ; if it hold, it would be a very good thing. 
Lady Lucy and I are fallen out: She rails at 
me, and I have left vifiting her. 

5,. MI> was very trovAlefome to me laft nfght 
in my deep ; I was adreamed ; methought, that 
Stella was here : I afked her after Dingley ; and 
ihe faid, fhe ^ad left her in Ireland, becaufe fhe 
de%ned her flay to be fhort, and fuch flu£ 

Monfieur Pontachartrain, the fecretary of 

flate in France, and Monfieur Fontenelle, the 
fecretary of the Royal Academy there, (who writ 
the Dialogues des morts, &c.) have fent lettei-s 
to Lord Pembroke, that the Academy have, 
with the King s confent, chofen him one of their 
members, in the room of one who is lately dead. 
Sut the cautious gentleman has given me the 

letters 
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letters to (hew my Lord Ifart mouth and Mr Si 
John I our two fecretaries, and let them fee there 
is no treafon in them ; which I will do on Wed- 
nefda^i when they come from Hampton*>Cpurt* 
The letters are very handfome, and it is a great 
mark of honour and diftindlion to Lord Tern* 
broke* I hear the two French minifters are 
come over again about the peace ; but I hxve 
feen nobody of confequence to know the truth. 
I dined to-day with a lady of my acquaintance 
who was lick, in her bed-chamber, upon, three 
herrings and a chicken ; the dinner was my be- 
fpeaking. We begin now to have chefnuts and 
Seville oranges 5 have you the latter yet ? *Twas 
a terrible windy day, and we had procelEons ill- 
carts of the Pope and the Devil, and the butchers- 
rang their cleavers 5 you know this is the fifth 
of November, popery and gun-powder. 

6. Since I am ufed to this way of writing, T 
fancy I could hardly make out a long letter to 
MD without it. I think I ought to allow for 
every Jine taken up by. telling you where I din- 
ed 5 but that will not be above feven lines, in all- 
half a line to a dinnen Your Ihgoldfby is going 
over, and they fay here, he is to be made a Lord. 
Here was I flaying in my room till two this 
afternoon, for that puppy Sir Andrew Fountaine, 
who was to go with hiin into the city, and never 
came ; and if I had not (hot a dinner flying, 
with one Mr Murray, I might have fafted, or 
gone to an ale-houfe,-?— You never faid one word 

of: 
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of goody Stoytc in your letter j but I fuppofc 
thefe winter nights we (hall hear more of her. — 
Does the Provoft laugh as much as he ufed to 
do-? wc reckon him here a good-for-nothing 
fcUow. —1 dcfign to write to your dean one of 
thefe days, but I can never find time, nor what 
to fay. I will think of fomething : But if DD ♦ 
were not ki Ireland, I believe ferioufly I (hould 
not think of the place twice a year. Nothing 
tliere, ever makes the fubjeft of talk in any 
Company where I am, 

7. I went to-day to the city on bufinefs ; but 
ftopt at a printer's, and (laid there ; it was a moA 
delicious day. I hear the parliament is to be 
prorogued for a fortnight longer 5 I fuppofc, 
either becaufe the Queen has the gout, or that 
Lord Trcafiirer is not well, or that they would 
do ibmething more towards a peace. 1 called at 
Lord Trcafurcr's at noon, and fat a while With ' 
Lord Harley, but his father was afleep. A book* 
fcUer has reprinted, or new-titled, A Sermon of 
Tom SwiftV printed laft year ; and publiflies an 
advertifement calling it Dr Swift's Sermon. Some 
friend of I^ord Galway has, by his direftions, 
publilhed a four-fhilling book, about his conduft 
in Spain ; to defend him : I have but juft feen 
it. But what care you for books, except Pref- 
to's Mifcellanies ? Leigh promifed to call and fee 
me, but has not yet : I hope he will take care of 
his cargo, and get your Chefter box. A mur- 
rain 
• Thefe two initial letters include both Stella and Dinglcy. 
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rain take tha,t box ! every thing is fpoiled that 
IS in it. How does the ftrong box do ? You fay' 
nothing of Raymond : Is his wife brought to bed 
again ? or how has he finifhed his houfe, paid 
his debts^ and put out the reft of the money to 
ufe ? I am glad to hear poor Joe is like to get 
his twQ hundred pounds.^ I fuppofe Trim is 
now reduced to flavery again. I am. glad of it; 
the people were as great rafcals as the gentlemen. 

''But I muft go to bed, firrahs ; the fecretafy 
is ftill at Hampton-Court with my papers, or is 
come only to-nighc. They plague me with at- 
tending them. 

8.^ I was with the fecretary this morning, and 
we dined with Prior, and did bufinefs this after- 
noon till about eight, ^nd I muft alter and undo, 
and a clutter: I am glad the parliament is pro- 
rogued. I ftaid with Prior till eleven ; the fe- 

'crctary left us at eight. Prior, I believe, will 
be one of thofe employed to make the peace, 
when* a congrefs is opened. Lord Afhburnham 
told to-day at the coffee-houfe, that Lord Har- 
ley was yefterday morning mai-ried to the Duke of 
Newcaftle's daughter the great heirefs, and It is 
got about all the town. But I faw Lord.Harley 
yefterday at noon in hb night-gown, and he dined 
in, the city with Prior and others ; fo it is not 
true : gut I hope it will be fo ; for I knew it has 
been privately managing this long time : The La- 
dy will not have half her father's eftate ; for the;, 
Duke left Lord Felham's fon his heir s the wi- 
dow 
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dow duchcfs will not ftand to the will, and (he 
18 now at law with Pclham. However, at worft, 
the girl will have about ten thoufand pounds a« 
year, to fupport the honour ; for Lord Trea- 
furer will never fave a groat for himfelf. Lord 
Harley is a very valuable young gentleman ; and 
they fay the girl is handfome, and has good fenfe, 
hut red hair. 

9. I defigned a jaunt into the city to-day to 
be merry, but was difappointed, fo one always i» 
in this life ; and I could not fee Lord Dartmouth 
to-day, with whom I had fome bufinefs. Buii- 
nefs and pleafure both difappointed. You can 
go to your dean, and, for want of him, goody 
Stoyte> or Walls, or Manley, and meet every 
where with cards and claret. I dined privately 
with a friend on a herring and chicken, and half 
a flaik of bad Florence. I begin to have fires 
now, when the mornings are cold ; I have got 
fome Joofe bricks at the back of my grate, for 
good hufbandry. Jlne weather. Patrick tells 
me, my caps are wearing out ? I know not how 
to get others. I want a neceffitry woman ftrange- 
ly } I am as helplefs as an elephaht. — I had three 
pacquets from the Archbifhop of Dublin, coft 
me four fhillings, all about Higgins, printed 
fluff, and two long letters. His people forget 
to enclofe them to Lewis ; and they were only 
diredted to Doctor Swift, without naming Lon- 
don, ot ^y thing elfe : I wonder how they reach- 
ed me, unlefs the poft-mafler direfted them. I 
JiAve read all the trafh^ and am weary. 

10. Why; 
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lo. Why ; if you muft have it out, fomethin^ ' 
is to be publifhed of. great moment, and three ^ 
Qr four great people are to fee there are no miC- 
takes in point of faft : And 'tis fo troublefome 
to fend it among them, and get their corrections, 
that I am weary as a dog. I dined to-day with, 
the printer, and was there all the afternoon ^ 
and it plagues me, and there's an end, and what, 
would you have ? Lady Dupplin, Lord Treafu- 
rcr's daughter, is brought to-bed of a fon. • Lord 
Treafurer has had an ugly return of his gravel. 
/Tis good for us to live in gravel-pits, but not 
for gravel-pits to live in us : A man in this cafe 
fhould leave no ftone unturned. Lord Tre^fu^ 
rer's ficknefs, the Queen's gout, the forwarding 
the peace, occafion putting off the Parliament a 
fortnight longer. My head has had no ill re- 
turns. I had good walking to-day in the. city^ 
and take all opportunities of it on purpofc for 
my health ; but I can't walk in the Park, bc- 
caufe that is only for walking fake, and lofes 
time, fo I mix it with bufinefs : I wifli MD walk- 
ed half as much as Prefto. If I was with you, 
I'd make you walk ; I would walk behind or be- 
fore you, and fhould have ma(ks on, and be 
tuckt up like any thing •, and Stella is naturally 
a ftout walker, and carries herfelf firm, me- 
thinks I fee her ftrut and ftep clever over a ken- 
nel ; and Dingley would do well enough, if her 
petticoats were pinned up ; but fhe is fo embroil- 
A cd, and fo fearful, and then Stella fcolds, and 

I Dingley 
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jDiDgley ftumbles, and is fo daggled. Have you 
r got the whale-bone petticoats amongft you yet ? 
Z hate them ; a woman here may hide a mode- 
rate gallant under them. Pfhaw ! what's all this 
Vm faying ? methinks I am talking to MD face 
to face. 

11. Did I tell you that old Frowde, the old 
fool, is felling his eftate at Pepperhara, and is 
fculking about the town, nobody knows where ; 
«nd who do you think manages all this for him, 
but that rogue Child, the double fquire of Farn- 
ham ? I have put Mrs MaQiam, the Queen's fa- 
vourite, upon buying it ; but that is yet a great 
fecret ? and I have employed Lady Oglethorp to 
enquire about it. I was with Lady Oglethorp 
to-day, who is come to town for a week or two, 
and to-morrow I will fee to hunt out the old 
fool ; he is utterly "ruined, and at this prefent 
in fome blind alley with fome dirty wench. He 
has two fons that muft ftai've, and he never 
gives them a farthing. If Mrs Mafliam buys 
the land, I will defire her to get tlie Queen to 
give fome penfion to the old fool, to keep him 
from abfolutely ftarving. What do you meddle 
with other people's affairs for ? fays Stella. O ! 
but Mr Malham and his wife are very urgent 
with me, fince I firfl: put them in the head of 
it. I dined with Sir Matthew Dudley, who, I 
doubt, will foon lofe his employment. 

12. Morning. I .am going to hunt out old 
Frowde, and to do fome bufinefs in the city. I 

Vol. XIV. E have 
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have not yet called to Patrick, to know whether 
it be fair. It has been paft dropping thefe two' 
xilays. Rainy weather hurts my pate and my 
purfe. He tells me, 'tis very windy, and begins 
to look dark ; woe be to my fhillings : An old 
faying and a true ; Few fillings, many fhillings. 
If the day be dark, my purfe will be light. To 
jny enemies be this curfe ; A dark day, and z 
^ight purfe. And fo Fll rife, and go to my fire, 
for Patrick tells me 1 have a fire ; yet it is not 
fhaving day, nor is the weather cold ; this is too 
extravagant. What is become of Dilly ? l.fup- 
pofe you hav^ him with you. Stella is juft now 
ihewing a white leg, and putting it into the flip- 
per. — Prefent my fervice to her, and tell her I 
am engaged to the Dean; and defire fhe will 
come too : Or, Dingley, can't you write a note ? 
This is Stella's morning dialogue, no, morning 
fpcech I mean .-^Morrow, firrahs, and let mc 
rife as well as you ; but I promife you Walls 
can't dine with the Dean to day, for fhe is to be 
at Mrs Proby's juft after dinner, and to go with 
Gracy Spencer to the flidps, to buy a yard of 
muflin, and a iilver lace for an under-petticoat. 
Morrow again, firrahs. — At night. I dined 
^ with Stratford in the city, but could not finifh 
pi' my affairs with him ; but now I have refolved to 
^ buy five hundred pounds South-Sea ftock, which 

will coft me three hundred and eighty ready mo- 
ney ; and I will make ufe of the bill of a hundred 
%* pounds you fent me, aad transfer Mrs Walls over 

to 
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to Hawkftiaw; or, if fhe dlflikes it, I will borrow 
a hundred pounds of the fecretary, and repay 
her. Three (hillings coach-hire to-day. I have 
fpoken to Frowde's brother, to get me the loweft 
price of the eftate, to tell Mrs Mafham. 

13. I dined privately with a friend to-day in 
the neighbourhood. Laft Saturday night I came 
home, and the drab had jud wafhed my room, 
and my bed-chamber was all wet, and I was for- 
ced to go to bed in my own defence, and no fire : 
I was fick on Sunday, and now have got a fwingc- 
ing cold. I fcolded like a dog at Patrick, altho' 
he washout with me : I deteft wafhing of rooms : 
Can't they waih them in a morning, and make a 
fire, and leave open the windows ? I flept not a 
wmk laft night, for hawking and fpitting : And 
now every body has colds. Here's a cluuer : III 
go to bed, and deep if I can* 

14. Lady Mountjoy fent to me two days ago ; 
fo I dined with her to-day, and in the evening 
went to fee Lord Treafurer* I found Patrick 
had been juft there with a how d'ye, and my 
Lord had returned anfwer that he. defk-ed to fee 
me. Mrs Maflia-m was with him when I came ; 
and they are never difturbed : Tis well fhe is not 
very handfomc ; they fit alone together, fettling 
the nation. I fat with Lady Oxford, and ftopt 
Mrs Mafham as fhe came out, and told her what 
progrefs I had made, t^c. and then went to 
Lord Treafurer : He is very well, only uneafy at 
rifing or fittingi with £bme rheumatick pain ii^ 

£ 2 \m 
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his thigh, and a foot weak. He fliewed mt « 
fmall paper, fent by aa unknown hand to one 
Mr Cook, who fent it to my Lord : It was writ* 
ten in plain large letters, 'thus ; , . - 

'» Though G d*s knifd did not fuccced ^ 

« A F ^n's yet may do the deed." 

And a little below ; " Burn this, Dog.'* My 
Lord has frequently fuch letters as thefe : Once 
he (lie wed me one, which was a vifion defcribing 
-Sk certain man, his drefs, his fword, and his coun-i 
tenance, who was to murder my Lord. And he 
told me he faw a fellow in the chapel at Windfor^ 
with a drefs very like it. They often fend him 
letters figned Your humble fervant, The Dfevil, 
and fuch ftuff. I fat with him 'till after ten, and 
have bufinefs to do. 

15. The fecretary came yefterday to town 
from Hampton-Court, fo I went to him early 
this morning ; but he went back laft night a- 
gain : And coming home to-night, I found a 
letter from him, to rell me that he was juft come 
from Hampton-Court, and juft returning, and 
will not be here till Saturday night. A pox take 
him ! he ftops all my bufinefei I'll beg leave to 
come back when I have got over this ; and hope 
to fee MD in Ireland, foon after Chriftmas.— • 
I'm weary of courts, and want my journies ta 
Laracor 5 they did me more good, than all the 
miniftries thefe twepty years. I dined to-day ii> 

the 
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the city, bur did nO bufinefs as I defigned. Lady 
MoiHirjoy tells mcj that Dilly is got to Ireland, 
and that the archbiftiop of Dublin was the caafe 
of his returning fb foon. The parliament was 
prorogued two days ago for a fortnight, which, 
with the Queen's abfence, makes the town very 
dull and empty. They tell me the Duke of Or- 
niond brings all the world away with him from 
Ireland. London has nothing fo bad in it in 
"Winter, as your knots bf Irilli folks 5 but I go 
to no coflce-houfe, and fo I foldom fee them. 
This letter fliall go on Saturday; and then I am 
even with the world regain. 1 have lent money, 
and cannot get it, and am forced to borrow fox; 
myfclf. 

l6. My man made a blunder this morning, 
and let up a vi liter, when I had ordered to fee 
nobody ; fo I was forced to hurry a hang-dog 
inflrument of mine into my bed-chamber, and 
keep him cooling his heels there above an hour. 

1 am going on fairly in the^ common forms 

of a great cold 5 I believe it will laft me about 

ten days in all. 1 fliould have told you that 

in thole two verfcs fent to Lord Treafurer, the 

G d ftands for Guifcard ; that is eafy. But 

^e differed about F ^n ; I thought it was. 

for Frenchman, bccaufc he hates them, and they 
him ; and fo it would be, that although Guif- 
card's knife mifs'd its defign, the knife of a 
Frenchman might yet do it. My Lord thinks 
k ftands for, Felton, the name of him that ftab- 
E 3 bed 
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bed the firft Duke of Buckingham.* — Sir Andreir 
Fountaiue and I dined with the Vans to-day^, 
and my cold made me loiter all the evening.. 
Stay, young women, don't you begin to owe. 
me a letter I juft, a month to-day fince I had 
your N. 22. Fll ftay a week longer, and thea 
ni expedt like agog ; till - then you may play at 
ombre, and fo forth, as you pleafe. The Whigs, 
are ftill crying down our peace, but we will have. 
it, I hope, in fpite of them: The emperor comes 
now with his two eggs a penny, and promifes^ 
wonders to continue the war 5 but it is too late : 
Only I hope the fear of it will ferve to fpur oa 
the French to be eafy and fioccre. Nighty fir- 
rahs 5 I'll go early to bed. 

1 7. Morning* This goes to-night ; I will put 
It myfelf in the poft-office. I had juft now a 
long letter from the archbifhop of Dublin, giv- 
ing me aii account of the ending your feflions, 
how it ended in a ftorm ; which ftorm, by the 
time it ^arrives here, will be only half nature.. 
I can't help it, I wont hide. I often advifed the 
diffolution of that parliament, although I did 
not think the fcoundrels had fo much courage j 
but they have it only in the wrong, like a bully 
that will fight for a whore, alid run away in an 
army. I believe, by feveral things the archbi- 
ftiop fays, he is not very well either with the 
government or clergy. — ^See how luckily my. 
paper ends with a fortnight. — God Almighty 
" blefs and preferve dcareft little MD. — I fuppofo 
• your 
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your Xord lieutenant is now fetting out for 
England. I wonder the biihop of Clogher doe» 
not write to n>e ; or let me know of his ftatues^ 
and how he likes them : I will write to him a- 
gain, as foon as I have leifure. Farewell, dearefb 
MD, and love PreAoj who loves MD infinitely 
above all earthly things, and who will. — My 
fervice to Mrs Stoyte, and Catharine, Fm fit- 
ting in my bed ; but will rife to feal this. Mor- 
row^ dear rogues. Farewell a^ain^ deareft MDji 
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London, Nov. 17. 171 1. 

I PUT my laft this evening in the poft^ffice.. 
I dined with Dr Cockburn. This being 
Queen Elizabeth's birth-day, we have the d^^ 
and all to do among us. I ]uft heard of the ftic 
as my letter was fealed this morning ; and was fa 
crofs I would not open it to tell you. I have beea 
vifiting Lady Oglethorp and Lady Worfley 5 the 
latter is lately come to town for the Winter, 
and with child, and what care you ? This is 
Queen Elizabeth's birth-day,, ufually kept ia this 
town by 'prentices, &c. but the Whigs defigned 
a mighty proceflion by mid-night, and had laid 
out a thoufand ^ ppunds to drefs up the Pope, 
Devil, Cardinals, Sacheverell, &c. and carry them 
with torches about, and ji)urn them. They did 
" V it 
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it by contribution. Garth gave five guineas ; Dr 
Garth I mean, if ever you heard of him. But 
they were feized laft night, by ordef- from the ft- 
cretary : You x^rill have an account of k, for 
they bawl it about the ftreets ah-eady. They had 
fome very foolifh and mifchievous defigns ; and 
it \irzs thought they would have put the rabble 
upon affaulting my Lord Treafurer's hotife, Jtnd 
the fecretary's 5 and other violences. The Mili- 
tia was raifed to prevent it, and now, I fuppofe, * 
all will be quiet. The figures are now at the 
fecretary's office at Whitehall. 1 deiign to fee 
them if 1 can. 

18. I was this morning with Mr Secretary, who 
juft came from Hampton-Court. He was telling 
me more particulars about this bufinefs of burn* 
ing the Pope. It coft a great deal of mon^y j 
and had it gone on, would have cofl three timfes 
is much : But the town is full of it, and haliF a 
dozen Grub-flreet papers already. The fecretai-y 
and I dined at Brigadier Britton's, but I left them 
at fix, upon an appointment with fome fober 
company of men and ladies, to drink punch at 
Sir Andrew Fountaine's. We were not -very 
men-y ; and I don't love rack punch, I love it 

^ better with brandy ; are you of my opinion ? 
Why then ; twelve-penny weather ; firrahs, why 
don't you play at fliuttle-cock ? I have thought 
of it a hundred times ; fiiith Prefto will come 
bver after Chriftmas, and will play with Stella 
before tlie cold weather is gone. Do you read 

t the. 
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tbe Speftartors ? I never do 5 they never come in 
my way ; I go to no coffee-houfes. Tliey fay 
abundance of them are very pretty ; they are go- 
ing to be printed ia fmall volumes ; I'll bring 
them over with me. Fihall be out of my hurry 
in a week ; and if Leigh be not gone over, I will 
fend you by him what 1 am now finifhing. I 
don't know where Leigh is 5 I hdve not feen him 
^ this good while, though he promifed to call : I 
fliail fend to him. The Qiieen comes to town 
on Thurfday for good and all. 

19. I was this morning at Lord Dartmouth's 
office, and fent out for him from the committee 
of council, about fome bufinefs. I was afking 
bim more concerning this buitle about the figures 
in wax-work, of the Pope and Devil, &c. He 
was not at leifure, or he would have feen them. 
I hear the owners are fo impudent, that they de- 
fign to replevin them by law. 1 am aflured that 
tlie figure of the devil is made as like Lord TVea* 
fufer as they could. Why, I dined with' a friend 
in St James's-flreet. Lord Treafurer, I am told, 
was abroad to-day ; I will know to-morrow ho\^ 
he does after it. The Duke of Marlborough is 
tome, and was yefterday at Hampton-Court witli 
the Queen ; no, it was t'other day ; no it was 
yefterday ; for to-day I remember Mr Secretary 
was going to fee him, when I was there, not at 
the Duke of Marlborough's, but at the fecre- 
tary's ; the Duke is not fo fond of me. What: 
care I ; I won ftvcn ihillings to-oiight at picquet ? 
I play twice a-ycar or fo. 

20. I 



^i 



58 DEAN 

20. I have been fo teazed with Whiggifli dif^ . 
courfe J}y Mrs Barton, and Lady Betty Germain, 
never faw the like. They turn all this afikir of 
pope-burning into ridicule; and indeed they have 
made too great clutter about it, if they had no 
real reafon to apprehend fome tumults. I dined 
with Lady Betty. I hear Prior's commiffion is 
pafled, to be ambaflador extraordinary and plenW 
potentiary for the peace ; my Lord Privy Seal, 
who you know is bi(hop of Briftol, is the other ; 
and Lord Strafibrd, already ambaflador at the 
Hague, the third : I am forced to tell you, ig- 
norant fluts, who is who. I was punning fcur- 
vily with Sir Andrew Fountaine and Lord Pem>- 
broke this evening. Do you ever pun now? fame- 
times with the Dean, or Tom Leigh. Prior puns 
very well. Odfo, I muft go fee his Excellency, 
'tis a noble advancement : But they could do no 
lefs, after fending him to France. Lord Straf- 
ford is as proud as hell, and how he will bear 
one of Prior's mean birth, on an equal charafter 
with him, I know not. And fo I go to my bufi- 
nefs, and bid you good night. 

21. I was this morning bufy with my printer; 
I gave him the fifth meet, and then 1 went 'and 
dined with him in the city, to correft fomething, 
and alter, &c. and I walked home in the dufk, 
&nd the rain overtook me : And I found a letter 
here from Mr Lewis 5 well, and fo I opened it ; 
and he fays, The peace is pafl danger, &c. Well, 
and fo there was another letter inclofed in his : 

WcUj 
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Well ; and fo I looked on the outfidc of this 
t'other letter. Well j and fo who do you think 
this t'other letter was from ? Well ; and fo I'll 
tell you, it was from little MD, N. 23, 23, 23, 
23. I tell you it is no more, I have told you (o 
before * : But I juft looked again to fatisfy you. 
Hie, Stella, you write like an emperor, a great 
deal together ; a very good hand, and but four 
falfc fpellings in all. Shall 1 fend them to you ? 
I am glad you did not take my correftion ill. 
Well $ but I will not anfwer youi* letter now, 
firrah fancy boxes, no, no; not yet; juft a 
month and three days from the laft, which is 
juft five weeks ; you fee it comes juft when I 
begin to grumble. 

22. Morning. Tooke has ju(t brought me 
Dinglcy's money. I will give you a note for ft 
at the end of this letter. There was half a 
crown for entering the letter of attorney : But 
I fwore to ftop that. I'll fpend your money 

bravely here. Morrow, dear firrahs.- At 

night. I dined to-day with Sir Thomas Han- 
mer ; his wife, the Duchefs of Grafton, dined 
with us : She wears a great high head-drefs, 
fuch as was in fafhion fifteen years ago, and 
looks like a mad-woman in it ; yet (he has great 
remains of beauty. I was this evening to fee 
Lord Harley, and thought to have fat with Lord 
Trcafurer ; bizt he was taken up with the Dutch 

envoy, 
♦ Nothing was ever more in Swift's ftylc and manner of con- 
veiiAtion, thaa thefe repetitioas, and the words foUowia;. 
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envoy, and fuch folks ; and I would not ftaf • 
One particular in life here, different from what 
I have in Dublin, is, that whenever I come 
home, I expeft to find fome letter for me, and 
feldom mifs ; and never any thing worth a far- 
thing, but often to vex me. The Queen docs 
not cpme to town till Saturday. Prior is npc 
yet declared ; but thefe minift-ers being at Hamp* 
ton-Court, I know nothing ; and if I write news 
from common hands, it is always lies. You will 
think it affeAation ; but nothing has vexed mc 
more for fome months paft, than people I never 
faw, pretending to be acquainted with me, asd 
yet fpeak ill of me too ; at lead fome of them. 
An old crooked Scotch Countefs, whom I never 
heard of in my life, told the Duphefs of Hamil-* 
ton t'other day, that I often vifited h^r. People ^ 
of worth never do that; fo that a man only gets 
the fcandal of having fcurvy acquaintance. Three ^ 
ladies were railing againft me fpnje time ago, and 
faid they were very well acquainted with mc ; 
two of which I had never heard of ; and the 
third had only feen twice where I happened to 
vifit. A man who has once feen me in a coffibe- 
houfe, will afk me how I do, when he fees mc 
talking at Court with a minifter of ftate, who 
is fure to alk me, how I came acquainted with 
that fcoundrcL But come, firrahs, tliis is all 
ftuff to you, fo ril fay no more on this fide the 
paper, but turn over. 

23. My printer invited Mr Lewis and me to 

dine at a tavern to-day, which I hav^ not done 

I ^fivc 
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five times fince I came to England ; I never will 
call it Britain, pray don't call it Britain. My 
week is not out, and one fide of this paper is oat, 
and I have a letter to anfwer of MD's into the 
bargain : Muft I write on the third fide ? faith 
that will give you an ill habit. I faw Leigh lafl 
oight: He gives a terrible account of Sterne: 
He reckons he is feduced by fbme wencher ; he 
is over head and ears in debt, and has pawned 
feveral things. Leigh fays he goes on Monday 
next for Ireland, but believes Sterpe will not go 
with him ; Sterne has kept him thefe three 
months. Leigh has got the apron and things, 
and promifes to call for the box at Chefter ; but 
I defpair of it. Good night, firrahs j I have 
been late abroad. 

24. I have finiihed my pamphlet to^ay, which 
has coft me fo much time and trouble ; it will be 
publifhed in three or four days, when the parlia- 
ment begins fitting. I fuppofe the Queen is come 
to town, but know nothiitg, having been in the 
city finifliing and correfting with the printer. 
When I came home, I found letters on my table 
as ufual, and one from your mother, to tell me, 
that you defire your writings and a pifture fhould 
he fcnt to me, to be fent over to you. I have 
juft anfwered her letter, and promifcd to take 
care of them if they be fent to me. She is at 
Farnham : It is too late to fend them by I^eigh ; 
befides, I will wait your orders. Madam StcUa. 
I am going to finiih a letter to Lord Treafurer, 
Vol. XIV. F about 
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about reforming our language ; but firft I muft 
put an end to a ballad ; and go you to your cards, 
firrahs ; this is card feafon. 

25. I was early with the fecretary to-day, but 
he was gone to his devotions, and to receive the 
facrament ; feveral rakes did the fame ; h was 
not for piety, but employments, according to aft 
of parliament. I dined with Lady Mary Dud- 
ley ; and paft my time fince infipidly, only I was 
at Court at noon, and faw fifty acquaintance I 
had not met this long time : That is the advan- 
tage of a court, and I fancy I am better known 
than any man that goes there. Sir John Walters' 
quarrel with me, -has entertained the town' ever 
fince ; and yet we never had a word, only he 
railed at me behind my back. The parliament is 
again to be prorogued for eight or nine days ; 
for the Whigs are too ftrong in the Houfe of 
Lords : Other reafons are pretended, but that H 
the truth. The prorogation is not yet knowni 
but will be to-morrow. 

26. Mr Lewis and I dined with a friend of his ; 
and unexpeftedly there dined with us an Irifli 
knight, one Sir John St I^ger, who follows the 
law here, but at a great diftance z He was fo pert, 
1 was forced to take him down more than once. 
I faw to-day the Pope, and Devil, and the other 
figures of Cardinals, &c. fifteen in all, which 
have made fuch a noife. I have put an under- 
ftrapper upon writing a two-penny pamphlet, to 
give an account of the whole dcfign. My large 

pamphlet 
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pamphlet will be publiflied to-morrow, copies are 
ferit to the great men this night. Domvillc is 
come home from his travels ; I am vexed at it ;• 
I have not feen him yet ; I defign to prefent him 
to all tlie great men. 

27, Domville came to nic this morning, and 
we dined at Pontack's, and were all day together, 
till fix this evening ; he is perfedlly as fine a gen- 
tleman as I know ; he fet me down at Lord Trea- 
fiirer's, with whom I ftaid about an hour, till 
Monfieur Buys, the Dutch envoy, came to him 
about bufinefs. My Lord Treafiwcr is pretty 
well ; but (US' in the hips, with the reniains of the 
rheumatifm. I am to bring Domville to my Lord 
Harley in a day or two. It was the dirtied rainy 
day that ever 1 faw. The pamphlet * is publifli- 
ed J Lord Treafurer had it by him on the table, 
and was afking me about the mottos in the title- 
page ;. he gave me one of them himfelf. I muft 
fend you the pamphlet if I can. 

28. Mrs Van fent to me t6 dine with her to- 
day, becaufe fomc kdies of my acquaintance were 
to be there ; and there I dined. I was this morn- 
ing 'to return Domville his vifit, and went. to vifit 
Mi-s Mafliam, who was not within. I am turn- 
ed out of my lodging by my landlady : It feems 
her hufband and fon are coming home ; but I 
have taken another lodging hard by, in Leicefter- 
Fields. I prefented Mr Domville to Mr Lewis 

F 2 and 

• Xhis pamphlet was, The Conduft of the Allies. 
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and Mr Prior this mormng. Prior and I arc- 
called the two Sofias, in a Whig News-paper. So- 
fias, can you read it ? The pamphlet begins to 
make a noife : I was afked by fcveral whether I 
hid fcen it, and they advifed me to read it, for 
it was fomething very extraordinary. I fhall be 
fufpefted ; and it will have fcveral paultry an- 
fwers. It muft take its fate, as Savage faid of 
his fermon, that he preached at Farnham on Sir 
William Templc*s death. Domville faw Savage 
in Italy, and fays he is a coxcomb, and half mad : 
He goes in red, and with yellow waifl-coats, and 
was at ceremony kneeling to the Pope on Palm- 
Sunday, which is much more than kiffing his 
toe ; and I believe it will ruin him here when *tis 
told. I'll anfwer your letter in my new lodgings : 
I have hardly room 5 I muft borrow from the 
other fide. 

29W New lodgings. My printer came this 
morning to tell me he muft immediately print a 
fecond edition, and Lord Treafurer made one or 
two. fmall additions : They muft work day and 
night to have it out^ on Saturday ; they fold a 
thoufand in two days. Our fociety met to-day, 
nine of us were prefcnt, we dined at our brother 
Bathurft's : We ' made feveral regulations, and 
have chofen three new members, Lord Orrery, 
Jack Hill, (who is Mrs Mafliam's brother, he 
that lately mifcarried in the expedition to Que- 
bec) and one Colonel Difney. We have taken 
a room in a houfe near St James's, to meet in. 

I 
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I left them early about correcting the pamphlet, 
&c. and am now got home, &c. 

30. This morning I carried Domvillc; to fee 
my Lord Harley, and I did fome bufinefs with 
Lord Treafurer, and have been aU this afternoon 
with the printer, adding fomething to the fecond 
edition. I dined with the printer ; the pamphlet 
makes a world of noife, and will. do a great 
deal of good : It tells abundance of moft import- 
ant fadVs which were not at all known. Til an- 
fwer your letter to-morrow morning ; , or fuppofe 
I anfwer it juft now, though it is pretty late^. 
Come then — You fay you are bufy with parlia- 
ments^ &c.; that's more than ever I will be when 
I come back.; but- you will have none thefe two 
years. Lord' Santry, &c. *, yes, I have had 
enough on't.. L am glad Dilly is mended 5 does 
not he thank me for ihcwing him the Court, and 
tlie great people's faces? He had his glafs out 
at the. Queen and the reft. 'Tis right what 
F 3 Dilly 

• Lord Santry was a$ \iolcnt a Whig as Dick Tighc [Vide 
IJettcr 59. in Dodfley's CoileOion, dated Feb. lo, 1711], and 
Dr Higgios, who it in this piace hinted at hy the &c. mt^ch 
fnch another as Sacheverell; coniequeotly my Lord was an ■ 
outrageous enemy and pcrfccutor of Biggins. However, it 
happened one day, that Lord Santry was loo&ing out of the 
great window at Lucas's cofiee-houie, when Higgins was pa(Gng 
by; Mow do you do, DoAor ? faid my Lord, in a fneering 
contemptuous manner. Very well, I thank you, little mafler, 
faid Higgins. Let me out, let me out to him, cried Santry in a 
rage, pretending to leap out of the window, which was not far . 
f«om the ground.. Aye, do, faid Hissins, let him out, VH l 
iboA pitch him into you again. 
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Dilly fays ; I depend upon nothing from my. 
friends ; but to go back as I. came. Never fear 
Laracor, *twill mend, with a peace ^ or furely 
they'll give me the Dublin parifb. Stella is in 
the right ; the BiQiop of Oflbry is the fillieft, 
beft-natured wretch breathing, of as little confe- 
quence as an egg-fhell. — Well, the fpelling I have 
mentioned before j only the next time fay at 
leafiy and not at /eji. Pox on' your Newbury ! 
What can I do for bim ? I'll give his cafe (I am 
glad it is not a woman's) to what members I 
know ; that*s all I can do. Lord Treafurer's 
lamenefs goes off daily. Pray God preferve poor 
good Mrs Stoyte, fhe would be a great lofs to- 
us all ; pray give her my fervice^ and tell her fh« 
has my heartieft prayers. I jMty poor Mrs Man:^ 
ley ; but I think the child is happy to die, con* 
fidering how little provifion it would hav« had. 
Poh ! every pamphlet abufes me, and for things 
that I never writ. Joe fhould have written me 
thaiiks for his two hundred pounds : I reckon he 
got it by my means j and I muft thank the Duke 
of Ormond, who I dare fwear will fay he did it 
on my account. Are they golden pippins, thofe 
feven apples ? We have had much rain every day 
as well as you : 7L 1 7s. 8d. ' old blunderer, not 
18 Qi. I have reckoned it 18 times. Hawk<- 
fhaw's eight pounds is not reckoned 5 and if it be 
fecure, it may lye where it is, unlefs they defire 
to pay it : So Parvifol may let it drop till further 
Oi'ders j for J have put Mrs Wcfley's money inta 

the 
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tbe bank, and will pay her with Hawkfhaw's.—- 
I mean that Hawkfhaw's money goes for an ad« 
dition to MD, you know^ but be good houfe* 
wives. Bernage never comes now to fee me ; 
he has no more to afk ; but I hear he has been 
ill. — A pox on Mrs South's a&ir ! I can do no- 
thing in it, but, by way of aflifting any body elfe 
that folicits it, by dropping a favourable word, 
if it comes in my way. Tell Walls I do no more 
for any body with my Lord 1 reafurer, efpecially 
a- thing of this kind. Tell him I have fpent all 

my difcretion, and have no more to ufe. 

And fo I have anfwered your letter fully and 
plainly — And fo I have got to the third fide of 
my paper, which is more than belongs to you, 
young woman. It goes to-morrow, To-nobody*s 
forrow. You are filly,, not 1 5 Tm a poet. If I 

had but, &c. Wiio's filly now ? rogues and 

lafies, tinderboxes and buzzards. O Lord! I 
am in a high vein of fillinefs ; methought 1 was 
fpeaking to deareft little MD face to face. 
There ; fo lads, enough for to-night ; to cards 
with the black-guards. Good - night, . my de« 
light, &c. 

Dec. I. Pifh ! firrahs, put a date always at the 
bottom of the letter as well as the top, that I 
may know when you fend it j your laft is of 
Nov. 3, yet I had others at the fame time written 
a fortnight after. Whenever you would have any 
money, lend me word three weeks before, and 
in that time you will certainly have an anfwer, 

with 
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with a bill on Parvifol : Pray do this ; for mf . 
head is fiill, and it will eafe my memory. Why, 
I think 1 quoted to you fome of ■ ■ * $ Ictteri fo- 
you may imagine how witty the reft was ; for k 
was all of a bunch, as goodman Peefley fays. 
Pray let us have no more Bujffine/s but Bt^yne/i i 
The Deuce take me if I know how to fpeUiti. 
your wrong fpelling, madam Stella, has put me 
out : It does not look right ; let me fee, Buffi* 
nefsy Bufynefs^ Bufinefs^ Bifynefsy Bifnefs^ Byfnefst 
Faith, I know not which is right, I think the 
fecond ; I believe I never writ the word in my 
Bfe before ; yes, fure I muft though r Buftnefiy 
BufynefSi Bifynefs. — I have perplexed myfelf, and> 
can^t do it. Prithee aik Walls. Bufinefs^ I fan- 
cy that's right. Yes it is 5 I looked in my own 
pamphlet, and found it twice in ten lines, to- 
convince you that I never writ it before. OhP 
now I fee it as plain as can be ; fo your*s is only 
an -J too much. The parliament will certainly 
meet on Friday next; the Whigs will hate a» 
great majority in the Houfe of Lords^ ; no care 
Is taken to prevent it ; there is too much negled; : 
they are warned of it, and that lignifies nothing :: 
It was feared there would be fome peevifh addrefs - 
from the Lords againft a peace. *Tis faid about 
the town, that feveral of the allies begin to be 
content that a peace fhould be treated. This is 
all the news I have. The Queen is pretty well 5 : 
and fo now I bid poor dearcft MD farewell, till*: 
to-night > then I will talk with them again. 

The: 
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The fifteen images that I faw^ were not worth 
forty poinds, fb I flretched a little when I faid 
a thoufand. The Grub-ftreet account of that 
tomult is publiihed. The Devil is not like ix>rd 
Treafurerj they were all in your odd antick 
maiOkSi bought in common fhops. 1 fear Prior 
will not be one of the plenipotentiaries. 

I was looking over foine of this letter^ and 
find I make many miftakes of leaving out words i 
fo 'tis impoffible to find my meaning, unlefs you 
be conjurers. I will take more care for the fu- 
ture, and read over every day juft what I have 
written that day ; which will take up no time to 
ipeak of. 



LETTER LXXIII. 

London^ Dec. I, 1711. 

MT laft was put in this evening. I intended 
to dine with Mr Mafham to-day, and 
called at White's chocolate-houfe, to fee if he was 
there. Lord Wharton faw me at the door, and 
I faw him, but took no notice, and was going 
away; but he came through the crowd, called 
after me, and afked me how I did, &c. This was 
pretty \ and I believe he wifhed every word he 
fpoke was a halter to hang me. Maiham did 
not dine at home, fo I ate with a friend in the 
neighbourhood. The printer has not fent me tlie 
iecood edition } I know not the reafon, for . it 

certainly 



70 D E A N S W I FT'^s 

certainly came out to-day ; perhaps they 
glutted with it already. I found a letter ( 
Lord Harley on my table, to tell me that 
father deiires I would make two fmall alt 
tions. I am going to be bufy, 3ec. 

2. Morning.. See the blunder ! I was ma] 
It the 37th day of the month from the nun 
above. Well, but i am flaying here for 
Frowde, who appointed to call this morn: 
I am ready drefled to go to church 5 I fup 
he dare not ftir out but on Sundays. The p 
ter called early this morning, told me the fee 
edition went off yefterday in five hours, anc 
muft have a third ready to-morrow, for 1 
might have fold half another : His men arc 
at work with it, though it be Sunday. This 
fool will not come, and I fhall wifs churcl 
Morrow, firrahs. — At night. I was at Court 
day •, tbc Queen is well, and walked through ; 
of the rooms. I dined with the fecretary, 
difpatched fome biifinefs. He tells me, the Di 
envoy defigns to complain of that pampl 
The noife it makes is extraordinaiy. It is ; 
fliould anfwer the pains I have been at abou 
I fuppofe it will be printed in Ireland. S* 
lay it to Prior, others to Mr Secretary St Jo 
but I am always the firft they lay every thinj 
I'll go fleep, &c. 

3. I have ordered Patrick not to let any 
fellow come up to me ; and to-day 'a fel 
would needs fpeak with me from Sir Ge< 

Prettyn 
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Prcttyman. I had never heard of him j and 
iprould not fee the meflenger ; but at laft it prov- 
ed that this Sir George has fold his eftate, and 
is a beggar. Smithers, the Farnham carrier, 
brought me this morning a letter from your 
mother, with three papers inclofed of Lady 
Gifiard's writing; one owning fome exchequer 
bufinefs of lool. to be Stella's, another for looL 
that flic has of your*s, which I made over to you 
for Marifton ; and a third for 300I. ; the laft is 
on ftampt paper. I think they had better lie 
in England, in fome good hand, till Lady Gifiard 
dies ; and I will think of fome fuch hand before I 
come over. I was afking Smithers about all the 
people of Farnham. Mrs White has left off 
dreffing, is troubled with lamenefs and fwelled 
legs, and feldom ftirs out j but her old hang- 
dog huiband as hearty as ever. I was this 
morning with Lord Treafurcr about fomething 
he would have altered in the pamphlet ; but 
it can't be tiH the fourth edition, which 1 be- 
lieve will be foon j for I dined with the prin- 
ter, and he tells me they have fold off half the 
third. Mrs Percival and her daughter have been 
in town thefe three weeks, which I never heard 
till to-day 5 and Mrs Wefley is come to town 
too, to confult Dr Radcliffe. The Whigs are 
refolved to bring that pamphlet into the Houfc 
of Lords, to have it condemned, fo I hear. But 
the printer will ftand to it, and not own the 
Author ; he muft fay he had it from the.penny- 

poft. 
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poft. Some people talk as if the Houfe of Lordi 
would do fonoe peevilh thing j for the Whigs arc 
now a great majority in it ; our minifters are too 
negligent of fuch things : I have never flipt giving 
them warning ; fome of them are feniible of it ; 
but Lord Treafurer ftands too much upon- his 
own legs. I fancy his good fortune will bear 
him out in every thing ; but in reafon I fhould 
think this miniftry to ftand very unfteady : If 
they can carry a peace, they may hold $ I be* 
lieve not elfc. 

4. Mr Secretary ient to me to-day to dine with 
him alone ; but we had two more with us, 
which hindered me doing fome bufinefs. I was 
this morning with young Harcourt, fecretary to 
our focicty, to take a room for our weekly meet- 
ings ^ and the fellow afked us five guineas a week, 
oiUy to have leave to dine once a week ; was net 
that pretty ? So we broke oflf with him, and arc 
to dine next Thuifday at Harcourt*s (he is Lord 
keeper's fon). They have fold off above half 
the third edition, and anfwers are coming out : 
The Dutch envoy refufed dining with Dr D'Ave- 
nant, becaufe he was fufpcfted to write it: I 
have made fome alterations in every edition ; and 
it has coft me more trouble, for the time, fincc 
the printing, than before. 'Tis fent over to Ire* 
bnd, and I fuppofe you will have it reprinted. 

5, They are now printing the fourth edition^ 
which is reckoned very extraordinary, confider* 
ing 'tis a dear twelvepenny book^ and not bought 

I up 
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«!p in nombo^s by the. party to g^ve away, as the 
Whigs do^ bii^t purely upon its own ftrength. 
I have got an under fpur-ieather to write an £x« 
aminer again, and the fecretary and I will now 
aad then fsnd hints ; but we would have it a 
little upon the Grub-ftreet, to be a match for 
their writers. I dined with Lord Trcafurer 
to-day at five; he dined by himfelf after his 
fahiily, and drinks no claret yet, for fear of his 
liieumatifm, of which he is altnoft well. He 
was very pleafant, as he is always; yet I fancied 
be vr2s a little touched with the prefent pofture 
of afikirs. The Eledor of Hanover's minifter 
here, has given in a violent memorial againft the 
peace, and caufed it to be printed. Tlie Whig 
Liords are doing their utmoft for a majority a« 
gainfl: Friday, and defign, if they can, to addr^fs 
4^ Queen againft the peace. * > Lord Notting- 
ham, a famous Tory, and fpeech-maker, is gone 
over to the Whig fide : They toaft him daily, and 
Lord Wharton fays. It is Difmal (fo they call 
him fix>m his looks) will fave England at laft. 
tiord Treafiirer was hinting as if he wifhed a 
ballad was made on him, and I will get up one 
againft him to-morrow. He gave me a fcurrilous 
printed paper of bad verfes on himfelf, under 
the name of the Engliih Cataline, and made me 
read them to the company. It was his birth- 
day, which he would not tell us, but Lord Har« 
by whifpered it to me. 

6. I was this morning making the ballad, two 

degrees above Grub-ftreet. At noon, I paid a 

Vol. XIV. G vifit 
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▼Kit to Mrs Mafham, and then went to dine with 
our fociety. Poor Lord Keeper dined below 
flairs, I fuppofe on a bit of mutton. We chofe 
two members ; we were eleven met, the greatcft 
meeting we ever had : I am next week to intro- 
duce Lord Orrery. The printer came before 
we parted, and brought the ballad, which made 
them laugh very heartily a ^ozen times. He is 
going to print the pamphlet in fmall, a fifth edi- 
tion, to be taken off by friends, and fent into the 
country, A fixpenny anfwer is come out, good 
for nothing, but gueffing me among others fot 
the author. To-morrow is the fatal day for the 
parliament meeting, and we are full of hopes 
and fears. We reckon we have a majority ol 
ten on our fide in the Houfe of Lords ; yet 1 
obferved Mrs Mafliam a little uneafy ; flie afilit^ 
me the Queen is ftout. The Duke of Marlbo* 
rough has not feen the Queen for fome dayi 
pad ; Mrs Mafham is glad of it, becaufe, fhe 
fays, he tells a hundred lies to his. friends, d 
what fhe fays to him : He is one day huniblci 
and the next on the high ropes. The Duke of 
Ormond, they fay, will be in town to-night bj 
twelve. 

7. This being the day the parliament was to 
meet, and the great queftion to be determined, 
I went with Dr Friend to dine in the city, 00 
purpofe to be out of the way, and we fent oui 
printer to fee what was our fate j but he gav< 
us a moft melancholy account of things. Th< 

Eari 
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Xarl of Nottingham began, and . fpoke againft a 
peace ; and deiired, that, in their addrefs, they 
might put in a claufe, to advife the Queen not to 
make a peace without Spain ; which was debated^ 
and carried bj the Whigs by about fix voices : 
And this has happened entirely by my Lord 
Treafurer's negleft, who did not take timely care 
to make up all his firength, although every one 
of U8 gave him caution enough. Nottingham 
has certainly been bribed. The queftion is yet 
only carried in the committee of the whole ho^fe, 
and we hope^. when, it is reported to the houfc 
to-morrow, we ihall have a majority, by lomc 
jScotch Lords coming to town. However^ it is 
a mighty blow, and lofs of reputation, to Lord 
Treafurer^ and may end in his ruin. I hear the 
thing only as the printer opought it, who was at 
the debate; but how the miniflry take it, or 
what their hopes and fears are, I cannot tell un- 
til! i fee them. I IhAll be early with the fecretary 
to-morrow, and then I will tell you more, and 
fliall write a full account to the bifhop of Clog- 
her to-morrow, and to the archbiihop of Dublin> 
if I have time. I am horribly, down at prelen^.- 
I long to know how Lord Treafurer bears this, 
and what remedy he has. The Duke of Or- 
mond came this day to town, and was there. 

8. I was early this morning with the fecretary^ 

and talkt over this matter. He hoped, that, when 

it was reported this day in the Houfe of Lords, 

they would difagree with their committee, and fo 

G 2 the 



7<S D E A N S WI FT's 

the matter would go off, onljr with a little loft 
of reputation to Lord Treafui-er. I dined with 
Dr Cockburn ; and after^ a Scotch member came 
in, and told us, that the claufe was carried againft 
the Court, in the Houfe of Lords, almoft two ta 
one. I went immediateljr to Mrs Malham,. and 
meeting Dr Arbuthnott (the Queen's fa-TOorite 
phjfidan) we went together. She was juft ooxse 
from waiting at the Queen'-s diDaer,:aad going 
to her own» jShe had heard nothing of the thing 
being gone againft us. It feems Lord Treafurer 
had been fo negligent, that he was with the 
Queen while the queftioci was put in the Houfe : 
I immediately told Mrs Mafham, that either £be 
and Lord Treafurer bad joined with the Queen 
to betray us, or that they two were betrayed by 
the Queen. She protefted folemnly it wa* not 
the former, and I believe her ; but fhe gave me 
fome lights to fufpeft the Queen is changed : 
For, yefterday, when the Queen was going from 
the Houfe, where fhe fat to hear the debate, the 
Duke of Shrewfbury, Lord Chamberlain, aflced 
her, whether he or the great Chamberlain Lind*. 
fay ought to lead her out ; ihe anfwered ihort,' 
JSIeither of you, and gave her hand to the Duke 
.of Somerfet, who was^ louder than any in the 
Houfe for the claufe againfl: peace. She gave mc 
one or two more inftances of this fort, which 
convince me, that the Queen is falfe, or at leaft 
very much wavering. Mr Mafliam begged us to 
ftay^ hecaufe Lord Treafurer would call| and we 

were 
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were relblred to fall od him about his negligence 
in {ecnrmg a majority. He came, and appeared 
in good humom: as ofual ; but I thought his coun- 
tenance was much caft down. I rallied him| and 
dcfired him to give me his ftafiv which he did ; 
I told him. If he would fecure it me a week, I 
would fet all right : He afked. How ? I faid, I 
would immediately turn Lord Marlborough, hb 
two daughters, the Duke and Duchefs of So- 
merfet,. and Lord Cholmondely, out of all dxeir 
employments ; and I believe he had not a friend 
but was. of my opinion. Arbuthnott afked. 
How he came not to fecure. a majority i He could 
^tnfwer nothing, but that he could not help it, if 
people wooki lie and forfwear.^ A poor anfwer 
for a great miniftcr. There fell from him a 
icripture expre£|^on, that " the hearts of kings 
« are unfearchaWe." I told him. It was what I 
feared, and was from him the worft news he 
could tell me. I begged him to know what we 
had to truft to : He (luck a little ; but at laft bid 
me not fear, for all would be well yet. We 
would fain have had him eat a bit where he was ; 
but he would go home, it was paft fix : He made 
me go home with him. There we found his bro- 
ther, and Mr Secretary. He made his fon take a 
lift of all in the Houfe of Commons, who had 
places, and yet voted againft tht Court, in fuch 
a manner as if they fhould lofe their places : I 
doubt he is not able to compafs it. Lord Keeper 
came in an hour, and they were going upon bu- 
G 3 fincfs.. 
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finefs* So I left him, and returned to Mrs Ma*- 
fliam ; but fhe had company with her, and I 
would not ftay, — ^Thi? is a long journal, and of 
a day that may produce, great alterations, and ha« 
zard the ruin of England. The Whigs are all in 
triumph ; they foretold how all this would be, 
but we thought it boafting. Nay, they faid the 
parliament (hould be difTolved before ChriftmaS) 
and perhaps it may :. This is all your d-— d Du- 
chefs of Somerfet's doings. I mrarned them of 
it niiie months ago, and a hundred times fince r 
The fecretary always dreaded it. I told Lord 
Treafurer, I fhould have the advantage of him ; 
for he would lofe his head, and I fhould only be 
hanged,. and fo carry my body entire to the grave. 
9. I was this morning with Mr Secretary ; we 
are both of opinion that the Queen is falfe. i 
told him what I heard, and he confirmed it by 
other circumftances. I then went to my friend 
£.ewis, who had fent to fee me. He taljks of no- 
thing but retiring to his- eftate in Wales. He 
- gave me reafonS' to believe the whole matter is 
fettled between the Queen and the Whigs: He 
hears that Lord Somcrs is to be treafurer ; and 
believes, that fooner than turn out the Ducheis 
of Somerfet, fhe will dilTolve the parliament, and 
get a Whiggifh one, ^ich may be done by ma»- 
naging elections. Things are now in the crifis, 
and a day or two will determine. I have defired 
him to engage Lord Treafurer, that as foon as 
he finds the change is refolved gn^ he wUl iend 

xne 
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abroad as Queen's fccretary fomewhere or 
er, where I may remain till tlie new minifters 
lU me ; and then I will be fick for five or fisi 
aths, till the ftornv has fpent irfelf. I hope he 
. grant me this ; for I fhould hardly tmft my- 
to^ the mercy of niy enemies^ while their an« 
is fre(h. I dined to-day with the fecretarjc, 
3 afE:£b mirth, and feems to hope all will yet 
nrell. I took him afide after dinner, told him 
V I had ferved them» and had aiked no re- 
xl, but thought I might aik fccurity; and 
n defired. the fame thing of him, to fend me 
oad before a change. He embraced me, and 
>re he would take the fame care of me as him- 
', &c. but bid me have courage, for that in 
) days my Lord Treafurer's wifdom wouldap- 
r greater than ever ; that he fuffered all that 
1 happened on pucpofe, and had taken mea* 
es to turn it to advantage^ I faid, God fend 
but I do not believe a fy liable : And as far 
[ can judge, the game is loft. lihallknow 
re foon, and my letters will at leaft be a good 
:ory, to fhew you the fteps of this change.. 
10. I was this morning with Lewis, who thinks 
y will let the parliament fit till they have given 
money, and then difiblve them in Springs and 
ak the miniftry.. He Ipoke to Lord Treafurer 
)ut what I defired him. My Lord defired him 
h great earneftnefs to AlTure me, that all would 
well, and daat I fhould fear nothing.. I dined 
the city with a friend. This day the Com^ 

mons 



fto DEANSWI FT'i - 

mons went to thp Qaeen with their addrefs, and 
M the Lords who were for the peade, went with 
them, to fhew'theirzeal. I have now fome for* 
tfaer convi£tion that the Queen is falfe, and it bo* 
gins to be known. 

1 1. I went between two and three to fee Mri 
Mafham : While I was there, fhe went to her bed- 
chamber to try a petticoat. Lord Treaforer 
came in to fee her, and feeing me . in the onter 
room, fell a rallying me : Says* he, Ton had bet* - 
ter keep company with me, than with fuch a fel- 
low as Lewis, who has not the foul of a chicken, 
jQor the heart of a mite. Then he went m to 
Mrs Mafham, and, as he came back, defired her 
leave to let me go home with him to dinner. 'Ht 
aiked. Whether I was not afraid to be fccn with 
him ? I faid, I never valued my Lord Treafurer 
in my life, and therefore fhould have always ti(ie 
fame efteem for Mr Harlcy and Lord Oxford* 
He feemed to talk confidently, as if he reckoned 
that all this would turn to advantage. I could 
not forbear hinting, that he was not fure of the 
Queen ; and that thofe fcoundrel, ftarving lords^ 
would never have dared to vote againft the Cotirt, 
if Somerfet had not aflured them, that it would 
pleafe the Queen. He faid, That was true, arid 
Somerfet did fo. I ftaid till fix j then De Buys, 
the Dutch envoy, came to him, and I left him. 
Prior was with us a while after dinner : I fee him, 
and all of them, caft down ; though they make: 
the beft of it. 

n. Ford 
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12* Ford is come to town; I faw him laft 
night ; he is ia no fear, but fanguinc^ although 
I have told him the ftate of thiogs. This change 
to refembks the laft^ that I wonder they do not 
obferve it. The fecrctary fent for me yefterday to 
dine with him, but I was abroad i I hope he had 
fomething to fay to me. '£his is moi*ning, and 
I write in bed. I am going to the Duke of Or* 
mondy whom I have not yet feen. Morrow^ 

firrahs. At night. 'I was to fee the Duke 

of Ormond this morning ; he aiked me two or 
throe qiieftions after his civil way 5 and they ref- 
lated to Irriand : At laft I told hinij that from 
the time I had feen him, I never once thought of 
Iriih affairs. He whifpcred me, that he hoped 
I had done fome good things here ; I faid, if 
every body elfe had done half as much, we 
flkoold not be as we are : Then .we went afide, 
and talked over affairs. I told him how aU 
things ftood, and advifed him what was to be 
done. I then went and fat an hour with the 
Ducbefs ; then as long with Lady Oglethorp^ 
who is fo cunning a devil, that I believed the 
could yet find a remedy, if the][ would take her 
advice. Joined with a £iend at Court. 

13. I was this morning with the iecretary ^ he 
will needs pretend to talk as if things would be 
well: Will you believe it, {aid he, if you fee 
thefe people turned out i I faid. Yes, if I faw 
the Duke and Duchefs of Somerfet out : He 
fwore, if they were not, he wouU give up his 

places 
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place. Our fociety dined to-day at Sir WiUitm 
Wyndham's ; we were thirteen prefcnt. Lord 
Orrery, and two other members, were introdu- 
ced ; I left them at feven. I forgot to tell yon^ 
that the printer told me ycfterday, that Mor^ 
phew, the publifher, was fent for by that Lord 
Chief JuO:ice, who was a manager againft Sache« 
verell: He (hewed him two or three papers and 
pamphlets ; among the reft, mine, of the ConduEt 
of the Allies i threatened him, afked who -was 
the author, and has bound him over to appear 
next term. He would not have the impudence 
to do this, if he did not forefee what was coming 
at Court. 

14. Lord Shelburn was with me this morning, 
to be informed of the ftate of affaii^ ; and defired 
I would anfwer all his obje£^ions againft a peace, 
which was foon done, for he would not give me 
room to put in a word. He is a man of good 
fenfe enough ; but argues fo violently, that he 

.will fome day or other put himfclf into a con- 
fumption. He defires that he may not be denied 
when he comes to fecTne, which I promifed, but 
will not perform. Leigh and Sterne fet out for 
Ireland on Monday fe'nnight; I fuppofe thcy^ 
will be with you long before this. — I was^-night 
drinking very good wine in fcurvy company, at 
leaft fome of them ; I was drawn in, but will be 
more cautious for the future : 'Tis late, &c. 

15. Morning. They fay the Occafional Bill is 
t)rought to-day into the Uoufe of Lords \ but I 

know 
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know not. I will now put an end to my letter^ 
and give it in to the pofl-houfe myfelf. This 
will be a memorable letter, and I (liall figh to 
fi-e it fome years hencie. Here are the firft fteps 
towards the ruin of an excellent miniftry : For I 
look upon them as certainly ruined ; and God 
knows what may be the confequcnces.— — — — 1 
now bid my deareft MD farewell ; for company 
is comingi and I muft be at Lord Dartmouth's 
office by noon. Farewell, deareft MD 5 I wifh 
you a merry Chriftmas j 1 believe you will have 
this about that time. Love Prefto, who loves 
MD above all things a thoufand times. Farewell 
agaiuj deareft MD, Sec* 



LETTER LXXIV. 

London, Dec, 15, 17 11. 

I PUT in my letter this evening myfelf. I. 
was to-day enquiring at the fecretary's office, 
of Mr Lewis, how things went : I there met 
Prior, who told me, he gave all for gone, &c. and 
was of opinion the whole miniftry would give up 
their places next week. Lewis thinks they will 
not till Sluing, when the Seffion is over ; both 
of them entirely delpair. I went to fee Mrs 
-Maiham, who invited me to dinner ; but I was 
engaged to Lewis. At four I went to Mafham's : 
He came and whifpered me, that he had it from 
a very good hand, that all would be well, and 

I 
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I found them both very chearfiil. T^e company 
was going to the 'opera, bat defired I woidd 
come and fup with them. I did fo at ten, and 
Lord Treafurer was there, and fat with us till 
pad twelvei and was more chearful than I have 
feen him thefe ten days. Mrs Mafham tddme, 
he was mightily caft down fom^ days ago, and 
he could not indeed hide it from. me. Arbuth* 
Dott is id good hopes, that the Queen has not 
betrayed us ; but only has been frightened, and 
flattered, &c. But I cannot yet be of his opU 
nion, whether my reafons are better, or that 
my fears are greater. I do refolve, if they give 
up, or are turned out foon, to retire for fome 
months, and 1 have pitched upon the place al- 
ready : But I will take methods for hearing from 
MD, and writing to them. But I would be out of 
the way upon the firft of the ferment ; for they 
lay all things on me, even fome I have never read. 
1 6. I took courage to-day, and went to Court 
^with a very chearful countenance. It was mightU 
ly crouded ; both parties coming to obierve each 
other's faces. I avoided Lord Halifut's -bow, 
till he forced it on me ; but we did not talk to* 
gether. I could not make lefs than fourfcore 
bowS) of which about twenty might be ti Whigs* 
The Duke of Somerfct is gone to Petwortfa, 
and, I hear, the Duchefs too, of which I fliall 
be very glad. Prince Eugene, who was exped- 
ed here fome days ago, we are nbw told, will not 
come at all. The Whigs defigned to have met 
I him 
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him with forty thoufand horfe. Lord Treafu- 
rcr told me fome days ago, of his difcourfe with 
the Emperor's refident, that puppy Hoffman^ 
about Priuce Eugene's coaiing ; by which I found 
my Lord would hinder it, if he could ; and wc 
fhall all be glad if he does not come, and think it 
a good point gained. Sir Andrew Fountainc, 
Ford, and I dined to-day with Mrs Van, by in- 
vitation. 

17. I have miftaken the day of the month, 
and been forced to mend it thrice. I dined to- 
day with Mr Maftiam and his Lady, by invita- 
tion. Lord Treafurer was to be there, but came 
not. It was to entertain Buys, the Dutch en- 
voy, who fpeaks Englifh ^ell enough : He w^s 
plaguy politick, telling a thoufand lies, of which 
none paffed upon any of us. We are ftill in the 
condition of fufpence, and, I think, have little 
hopes. The Duchefs of Somerfet is not gone to 
Pet worth ; only the Duke ; and that is a poor 
iacrifice. I believe the Queen certainly defigns 
to change the miniftry ; but perhaps may put 
it off till the feffion is over : And think they 
had better give up now, if (he will not deal open- 
ly ; and then they need not anfwer for the con- 
fequences of a peace, when it is in other hands, 
and may yet be broken. They fay, my Lord 
Privy-Seal fets out for Holland this week : So 
the peace goes on. 

18. It has rained hard from morning till night, 
and coft me three (hillings in coach-hire. Wc 

Vol. XIV. H . have 
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' have had abundance of wet weather. I dined in 
the city, and was with the printer, who has now 
a fifth edition of tlie Conduft, &c. It is in fmall, 
and fold for fixpence ; they have printed as ma- 
ny as three editions, becaufe they are to be fent 
in numbers, into the country, by great men, &c« 
who. fubfcribe for- hundreds. It has been fent a 
fortnight ago to Ireland ; I fuppofe you will 
print it there. The Tory Lords and Commons 
in parliament argue all from it : And all agree, 
that never any thing of that kind was of fo great 
confequeace, or made fo many converts. By 
the time I have fent this letter, I expeft to liear 
from little MD: It will be a month two days 
hence fince I had your laft, and I will allow tea 
days for accidents. I cannot get rid of the 
leavings of a cold I got a month ago ; or eUe it 
is a new one. I have been writing letters all this 
evening till I am weary, and I am fending out 
another little thing, which I hope to finifh this 
week, and defign to fend to the printer in aa 
unknown hand. There was printed, a Grub- 
ftreet fpeech of Lord Nottingham j and he was 
fuch an owl to complain of it irf the Houfc of 
Lords, who have taken up the printer for it. I 
heard at Court, that-Walpole (a great Whig 
member) faid, that I and my v^himfical club writ 
it at one of our meetings, and that I fhould pay 
for it. He will find he lies ; and I (hall let him 
know, by a third hand, my thoughts of him. He 
is to be fecrctary of ftate, if the miniftry changes; 

BuJt 
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But' he has lately had a bribe proved againfl him 
in parliament^ while he was fecrctaiy at war. 
He is one of the Whigs chief fpcakers. 

19. Sad difmaL weather. I went to the fecre- 
tary's office, and Lewis made me dine with him. 
I intended to have dined with Lord Treafurer. 
i have not feen the fecretary this week. Things 
do not mend at all. Lord Dartmouth defpairs, 
and is for giving up ; Lewis is of the fame mind ; 
but Lord Treafurer only fays, Poh, poh, all 
will be well. I am come home early to finifh 
Ibmething I am doing ; but I find I want heam 
and humour ; and would read any idle book that 
came in my way. I have jufl: fent away a penny 
paper, to make a little mifchief. Patrick is gone 
to the burial of an Irifh footman, who was Dr 
Eling's fervant j he died of a confumption, a fit 
death for a. poor ftarving wit's footman. The 
Itilh fervants always club to bury a countryman. 

.20. I was with the fecretary this morning, 
and for aught I can fee, we fhall have a languifh* 
ing death : I can know nothing, nor themfelves 
neither. I dined, you know, with our fociety, 
and that odious fecretary would makb me prefi- 
dent next week j fo I muft entertain this day 
fe'nnight at the Thatched-houfe Tavern, where 
we dined to-day; it will coft me five or , fix 
pounds ; yet the fecretary fays, he will give me 
wine. I found a letter, when I came home, from 
the bifhop of Clogher. 

21. This is the firft time I ever got a new cold 

before the old one was going : It came yefterday, 

H 2 and 
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and appeared in all due forms^ eyes and no(e run- 
ning, &c. and is now very bad, and I cannot tell 
hbw I got it. Sir Andrew Fountaine and I were 
invited to dine with Mrs Van. — I was this morn- 
ing with the Duke of Ormond ; and neither he 
nor I can think of any thing to comfort us in pre^ 
fent affairs. We mull certainly fall, if the Duche(s 
of Somerfct be not turned out, and nobody be- 
lieves the Queen will ever part with lier. The 
Duke and I were fettling when Mr Secretary and 
I Ihould dine with him, and he fixt upon Tue(^ 
day ; and when I came away, I remembered k 
was Chrift mas-day. I was to fee Lady ■ » who 
is juft up after lying in ; and the uglicft fight I 
have feen^ pale, dead, old and yellow, for want 
of her paint. She has turned my ftomach. Bai 
flie will foon be painted, and a beauty a^ain. 

22. I find myfclf diford^^ed with a pain ali 
.round the fmall of my back, which 1 imputed 
to Champagne i had drunk ; but find it to have 
been only my new cold. ' It was a fine frofiy 
day, and I refolved to walk into the city. I called 
at Lorc\ Treafurer's at eleven, and ftaid fome 
time with him. He {he,wed me a letter from a 
great prefbyterian parfon *, to him, complaining 
how their friends had betrayed them by paffing 
this Conformity bill ^ and he (hewed me the 

anfwer 

* This prefbytcrian teacher was Mr Shower. Vide his letter 
to the Lord High Trcafurcr of Oxford, and my L.ord Trca- 
furcr*s anfwer, in the colledlion of letters printed by Johnibn, 
1765, No. 6. and 7- 
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anfwcr he had written ; which his friends would 
not let hhn fend ; but was a very good one. He 
is very chearful ; but gives one no hopes, nor 
has any to give. I went into the city, and there 
I dined. 

23. Morning. As T was dreffing to go to 
church, a friend, that was to fee me, advifed me 
not to ftir out ; fo I (hall keep at home to-day, 
and only eat fome broth, if I can get it. It is a 
terrible cold froft, and fnow fell yefterday, which 
ftill remains ; look, there you may fee it from 
the pent-houfes. The Lords made yefterday two 
or three votes about peace, and Hanover, of a 
very angry kind, to vex the miniftry, and they 
will meet fooner by a fortnight than the Com- 
mons ; and they fay, are preparing fome knock- 
ing addrefles. Morrow, firrahs. HI fit at home, 
and when I go to bed, I will tell you how I am.- 
— ^I have fat at home all day, and eaten only a 
mefe of broth and a roll. I have written a pro- 
phecy, which I defign to print \ I did it to-day, 
and fome other vcrfes. 

24. I went into the city to-day in a coach, 
and dined there. My cold is going. It is now 
bitter hard froft, and has been fo thefe three or 
four days. My prophecj f is printed, and will 
be publiflied after Chriftmas-day ; I like it 
mightily \ I don't know how it will pafs. You 
will never underftand it at your diftance, with- 
out help* I believe every body will guefs it to 

H3 be 

f The Wtndfor prophecy. Vide his works. 
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be mine, becaufe it is (bmewhat in the (ame 
manner with that of Merlin in the Mifcellanies. 
My Lord Privy-Seal fet out this day for Holland: 
He'll have a cold journey. I«gave Patrick half 
a crown for his Chriftmas-box, on condition be 
would be good, and he came home drunk at 
midnight. I have taken a memorandum of it ; 
becaufe I never defign to give him a groat more. 
'Tis trucl cold* 

25. I wiih deareft MD a merry Chriftma?, 
and roany a one y but mine is melancholy : I 
durft not go to church tq-day, finding myfelf a 
little out of order,^ and it fnowing pi^odigioufly^ 
and freezing. At noon I went to Mrs Van-, 
who had this week engaged me to dine there 
to-day : And there I received the news, that poof 
Mrs Long died at Lynn in Norfolk, on Saturday 
laft, at four in the morning; flie was (Jck but 
four hours. We fuppofe it was the afthma^ 
which Ihe was fubjeft to as well as the dropfyr, 
as (he fent me word in her laft letter, written a>- 
bout five weeks ago ; but then faid, flie was re;- 
covered. I never was afliidted at any death. 
The poor creature had retired to Lynn two 
years ago, to live cheap, and pay her debts. In 
her laft letter, fhe told me ihe hoped to be eafy 
by Chriftmas j and fhe kept her word, although 
.ihe meant it otherwife. She had all forts of • 
amiable qualities, and no ill ones, but, the indit 
cretion of too much neglefting her own affairs. 
She had two thoufand pounds left her by an old 
grandmother, with which ihe intended to pay 

her 
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. her debts, and live on an annuity fhe had, of one 
hundred pounds a-year, 2Cnd Ncwburgh-houft, 
which would be about fixty pounds more. That 
odious grandmother, living fo long, forced her 
to retire ; for the two thoufand pounds were 
fettled on her after the old woman's death ; 
jet her brute of a brother. Sir James Long, 
would not 'advance it for her ; cife fhe might 
have paid her debts, and continued here, and 
lived ftill: I believe melancholy helped her on 
to her grave. I have ordered a paragraph to 
be put in the Poft-boy, giving an account of her 
death, and making honourable mention of her ; 
which is all I can do to ferve her memory : But 
one rcafon was fpite j for, her brother would 
fain have her death a fecret, to fave the charge 
of bringing her up here to bury her, or going 
into mourning. Pardon all this, for the fake of 
a poor creature I had fo much fricndfhlp for. 

26. I went to Mr Secretary this morning, and 
Jie would have me dine with him. I called at noon 
at Mrs Mafham^s, who defired me not to let the 
prophecy be publifhed, for fear of angering the 
Queen about the Duchefs of Somerfet; fo I 
writ to the printer to ftop them. They have 
been printed, and givea about, but not fold. I 
faw Lord Treafm-er there, who had been two 
hours with the Queen ; and Mrs Mafliam is in 
hopes things will do well again. I went at night 
again, and fupped at Mr Mafham's, and Lord 
Treafurer fat with us till one o'clock. So 'tis late, 
&c. 

.27-1 
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27. I entertained our foclcty at the Thatched- 
houfe Tavcrfl to-day at dinner ; but Brother Ba- 
thurft fcnt for wine, the houfe affording none.. 
The printer had not received my letter, and (o 
he brought us dozens a-piece of the prophecy ; 
but I ordered him to part with no more. TTis 
an admirable good one, and people are mad for 
it. The froft ftill continues violently cold. Mrs 
Mafham invited me to come to-night and play^at 
cards ; but our fociety did not part till nine. But 
I fupped with Mrs Hill, her fifter, and there was 
Mrs Maiham and Lord Treafurer, and we ftayed 
till twelve. He is endeavouring to get a majority 
againft next Wednefday, when the Houfe of 
Lords is to meet ; and the Whigs intend to make 
fome violent addrefTes againft a peace, if not pre- 
vented. God knows what will become of us.—- 
It is Ml prodigioufly cold j but fo I told you al- 
ready. We have eggs on the fpit, I wi(h they 
may not be addle. When I came home to-night, 
I found, forfooth, a letter from MD, N. 24, 24, 
24, 24 '9 there, do you know the number now ? 
and at the fame time one from Joe, full of 
thanks : Let him know I have, received it, and 
am glad of his fuccefs, but won't put him to the 
charge of a letter. I had a letter fome tin^e ago 
from Mr Warburton *, and I beg one of you 
will copy out what I (hall tell you, and fend it 
by fome opportunity to Warburton. *Tis as fol- 
lows : The Doftor has received Mr "V^fcrburton's 
ktterj and defires he will let the Dodlor know, 

where 

* The Do£tor*6 curate at Laracor. 
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where that accident he mentions is like foon to 
happen, and he will do what he can in it. — And 
pray, Madam, let them know, that I do this to 
fave myfelf the trouble, and them the expence, 
of a letter. — And I think this is enough, for one 
that comes home at twcWe from a Lord Treafur- 
er and Mrs Maiham. Oh, I could tell you ten 
thoufand things of our mad politics, upon what 
fmall circumftances great affairs have turned. 
But I will go reft my bufy head. 

26. I was this morning with Brother Bathurft^ 
to fee the Duke of Ormond. We have given 
his Grace fome hopes to be one of our fociety. 
The fecretary and 1, and Bathurft, are to dine with 
him on Sunday next. The Duke is not in much 
hopes, but has been very bufy in endeavouring 
to bring over fome Lords againft nextWedncfday. 
The Duchefs catched me as I was going out : She 
is fadly in fear about things, and blames me (etc 
not mending them by my credit with Lord Trca- 
furer ; and I blame her. She met me in the 
ilreet at noon, and en^^aged me to dine with her, 
which I did ; and we talked an hour after dinner 
in her clofet. If we mifcarry on Wednefday, 
I believe it will be by fome ftrange fort of negleft. 
They talk of making eight new Lords, by calling 
up fome Peers cldeft fons ; but they delay ftrange- 
ly. I faw Judge Coote to-day at the Duke of 
Ormond's : He defires to come and fee me, to 
juftify his principles. 

29. Morning. This goes to-day. 1 will not 
l^nfwer your's, your 24th, till my next, which 

fliaU 
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fliall begin to-night, as ufual. Lord Shelbuns 
has fent to mvite me to dinneF, but i am engaged 
with Lewis at Ned Southwell's. Lord Northamp^ 
ton and- Lord Aylefbury's fons arc both made 
Peers ; but we fhall want more. I write this poft 
to your Dean. I owe the Archbifliop a letter this 
long time^ All people that come from Ireland^ 
complain of him^ and fcold me for protefting 
him. Pray^ Madam Dingley, let me know wJiat 
Prefto has received for this, year, or whether any 
thing is due to him for laft : I cannot look over 
your former letters now. As for Dingley*s owa 
account of her exchequer money, I will give k 
on t'other fide. Farewell, my own.deareft MD, 
and love Prefto; and God ever blefs deareft MD, 
&c. &c. I wifh you many happy Chriftmafics 
and New- Years. 

I have owned to the Dean, a letter I juft had 
from you ; but that I had hot one this great 
while before. 

Dingle fs AccompU 

Received of Mr Tooke, - - L. 6 17 6 
Dedufted for entering the letter of 

attorney, - - .-.--oatf 
For the three half-crowns it ufed to 
coft you, I don't know why, nor 
wherefore, -------076 

For exchange to keland, - - - o 10 o 
For coach-hirej ------026 

In all, juft L. 8 op 
So 



CORRESPONDENCE. 95 

So there's your money, and we are both even r 
For III pay you no more than eight founds bifh^ 
and pray be fatisfied. 

Churchwarden's accompts» boys. 

Saturday tiigbt. I have broke open my letter, 
and tore it into the bargain ^ to let you know, 
ikat we are all fafe ; the 'Queen has made no lefs 
than twelve Lords to have a majority \ nine new 
•nes, the other three Peers Tons ; and has turn- 
ed out the Duke of Somerfet. She is awakened 
at lafty and fo is Lord Treafurer^ I want nothing 
BOW but to fee the Duchefs out. But we ihaH 
do without her. We are all extremely happy. 
Give me joy, firrahs. This is written in a co^e- 
houfe. Three of the new Lords are of our fo- 
«i6^. 



LETTER LXXV. 

London^ Dec. 29, 171 1. 

I PUT my letter in this evening, after com- 
ing from dinner at Ned Southwell's, where I 
drank very good Irifh wine, and we are in gre^ 
joy at this happy turn of affairs. The Queen 
has been at laft perfuaded to her own intereft 
and fecurity, and I freely think ihe muft have 
made both herielf and kingdom very unhappy, 
if fhe had done otherwife. It is flill a mighty 
fecret that Mafham is to be one of the new 
Xiords : They fay he does not yet know it him- 

* felf; 



96 • D E A N S W I FT*s 

felf ; but the Queen is to furprife him with it. 
Mr Secretarft will be a Lord at the end of the 
fcflion; but they want him ftiU in parliament. 
After all, it is a ftrange unhappy neceility of 
making fo many Peers together 5 but the Qi^een 
has drawn it upon herfelf, by her confounded 
trimming and moderation. Threej as I told yoy^ 
are of our fociety. 

30. I writ the Dean and you a lie yeftcrday ; 
for the Duke of Somerfet is not yet turned 
out. I was to-day at Court, and refolved to 
be very civil to the Whigs 5 but faw few there. 
When I was in the bed-chamber talking to Lord 
Rochefter, he went up to Lady Burlington^ who 
afked him, who I was; and Lady SunderbAd 
and fhe whifpered about me: I defired liprd 
Rochefter to tell Lady Sunderland^ I doubted 
fhe was not as much in love with me, as I was 
with her 5 but he would not deliver my nieflagc. 
The Duchefs of Shrewfbury came running up 
to me, and clapt her fan up to hide us from the 
company, and we gave one another joy of this 
change j but fighed, when we reflefted on the 
Somerfet family not being out. The fecwtary 
and I, and Brother Bathurft, and Lord Windfor, 
dined with the Duke of Ormond. Bathurft and 
Windfor are to be two of the new Lords. J 
defired Lord Radnor's brother, at Court to-day, 
tp let my Lord know T would call on him at iSx, 
which I did, and was arguing with him three 
hours to bring him over to us y and I fpoke fo 
I ^clofcly, 



CORRESPONDENCE. 97 

:ljr, that I believe he will be traftable : But 
I a fcoundrel j and though I faid I only talk-r 
For my love to him, I told I lie ; for I did 
care if he were hanged : But every one gain«J 
>ver, is of confequencc. • The Duke of Marl- 
>ugh was at Court to-day, and nobody hard- 
3ok notice of him. Mafham's being a Lord, 
us to_ take wind : Nothing at Court can be 
t a fecret. Wednefday will be a great day : 
1 fhall know more. 

I. Our froft is broken fincc ycfterday, and 
very flabbcry : Yet I walked to the city, and 
;d, and ordered fome things with the printer. 
ivc fettled Dr King in the Gazette ; it will be 
th two hundred pounds a-year to him. Our 
r Lords patents are paffed : I don't like the 
cdient, if we could have found any other. I 
1 have faid this before. I hear the Duke of 
rlborough is turned out of all his employ- 
nts : I fhall know to-morrow, when I am to 
ry Dr King to dine with the fccretary. — Thefe 
ftrong remedies j pray God the patient is able 
bear them. The laft miniftry people are ut- 
ly defperatc. 

Jan. J. Now I wifh my dcareft little MD 

ny happy new-years ; yes, both Dingley and 

Ih, aye and Preito too, many happy new- 

irs. I dined with the fccretary, and it is true 

It the Duke of Marlborough is turned out of 

The Duke of Ormond has got his regiment 

foot-guards 5 I know not who has the reft. 

Vol. XIV. I If 
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If the miniftry be not furc of a peace, I (haB 
wonder at this ftep, and do not approve it at 
beft. The Queen and Lord Treafurer mortallj 
hate the Duke of Marlborough ; and to that he 
owes his fall, more than to his other faults ; un- 
lefs he has been tampering too far with his par- 
ty, of which I have not heard any particulars ; 
however it be, the world abroad will blame us. 
I confefs my belief, t.hat he has not one good 
quality in the world befides that of a general, 
and even that I have heard denied by feveral 
great foldiers. But we have had conftant fuc- 
cefs in arms while he commanded". Opinion is a 
mighty matter in war, and I doubt but the 
French think it impoffiWe to conquer an army 
that he leads, and our foldiers think the fame ; 
and how far even this ftep may encourage the 
French to play tricks with us, no man knows. 
I do not love to fee pcrfonal refentment mix 
with public affairs. 

2. This being the day the Lords meet, and 
the new Peers *o be introduced, I went to Weft- 
minfter to fee the fight ; But the crowd was too 
great in the houfe ; fo I only went into the 
robing-room, to give my four brothers joy, and 
Sir Thomas Manfel, and Lord Windfor; the 
Other fix I am not acquainted with. It was ap- 
prehended the Whigs would have raifed fomc 
difficulties, but nothing happened. I went to 
fee Lady Mafham at nooh, and wiih her joy of 
her new honour, and a happy new-year. J 

fpund 
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found her very well pleafed ; for peerage will be 
fome fort of protcftion to her, upon any turn of 
affairs. She engaged me to come at night, and 
fup with her and Lord Treafurer ; I went at 
^ine, and ihe was not at home, fo I could, not 

ftay. No, no, I won't anfwer your letter 

yet, young women. I dined with a friend in 
the neighbourhood. I fee nothing here like 
Chridmas, except brawn orr mince-pies in places 
where I dine, and giving away my half-crowns 
like farthin'gs to grqat men's porters and butlers. 
Ycfterday I paid feven good guineas to the fel- 
low at the tavern where I treated thh fociety. I 
have a great mind to fend you the bill. I think 
I told you fome articles. I have not heard whe- 
ther any thing was done in the Houfe of Lords, 
sdFter introducing the new ones. Ford has been 
fitting with me 'till peeaft tweeleve a clock.. 

3. This was our fociety day, Lord Dupplln 
was prefident ; we chufe every week j the laft 
preiident treats and chufes hb fucceflbr. I be- 
lieve our dinner coft fifteen pounds, befidcs wine. 
The fecretary grew brifk, and would not let me 
go, nor Lord Landfdown, who would fain have 
gone home to hb Lady, being newly married ta 
Lady Mary Thynne. It was near one when we 
parted } fo you muft think I can't write much 
to-night. The adjourning of the Houfe of 
Lords yefterday, as the Queen defired, wasjuft 
carried by the twelve new Lords, and one more. 
Lord Radnor was not there j 1 hope I have 
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cured him. Did I tell you, that I have brought 
3Dr King in to be Gazetteer ? It will be wcMth 
above two hundred pounds a-ycar to him : I be- 
Keve I told you fo before^ but I am itH*getfotk 
Go, get you gone to ombre, and claret^ and 
toafted oranges. I'll go fkep* 

4. I cannot get rid of the leavings of my coId«. 
I was in the city to-day, and dined with my prin- 
ter, and gave him a ballad made by feveral 
hands. I know not whom. I believe Lord 
Treafurer had a finger in it 5 I added three: 
flanzas ; I fuppofe Dr Arbuthnott had the great«> 
eft fhare. I have been overfeeing fome other 
little prints, and a pamphlet made by oae of mf 
underftrappers. Somerfet is not out yet. I 
doubt not but you will have the prophecy ift 
Ireland, although it is not puWiflicd here, only- 
printed copies given to friends. Tell me, do 
you unJerftand it ? No, faith, not without help. 
Tell me what you ftick at, and Til explain. Wfr 
turned out a member of our fociety yefter^ay^ 
for grofs negleft, and non-attendance. I writ to« 
him, by order, to give him notice of it. It is Tonii 
Harley, fecretary to the Treafurer, and coufin- 
german to Lord Treafurer. He is going to Ha* 
nover from the Queen. I am to give the Duke 
of Ormond notice of lus eleSion, as foon as I canr 
fee him. 

5. I went this morning with a pariihioner of 
mine, one Nuttal, who came over here for a 
legacy of one hundred pounds 5 and a roguifk 

lawyer 
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lawyer iiad refufcd to pay him, and would not 
believe he was the man. 1 writ to the lawyer a 
iharp letter, that I had taken Nuctal into my 
prote^on,. and was refolved to (land by him 5 
and the next news was, that the lawyer defirecL 
I would meet him, and atteft he was the man, 
which I (tid, and his money was paid upon the 
fpot. I then vifited Lord Trcafurer, who h 
now right again, and all well, only that the So- 
merfet family is not out yet. I hate that; I 
don't like it, as the man faid, by, &c. Then I ' 
went and vifited poor Will Congrcve, who had 
a French fellow tampering with one of his eyes ; 
he is aimoft blind of both. I dined with fomc 
merchants in the city, but could not fee Strat- 
ford, with whom I had bufinefs. Prefto, leave 
off your impertinence, and anfwer our letter, 
fayeth MD» Yes, yes, one of thefe days, when 
I have nothkig elfe to do. Oh ! faith, this letter 
is a week written, and not one* fide done yet.-— 
Thefc ugly fpots are not tobacco, but this is the^ 
iai^ gilt Iheet I have of large paper, therefore 
hold your tongue. Nuttal was furprifed, when 
they gave him bits of paper inftead of money ;: 
but I made Ben Tooke put him in his geers : He 
could not reckon ten pounds, but was puzzled 
with the Iriih way. Ben Tooke and my printer 
have defired tne to make them ftationei's to the 
ordnance, of which Lord Rivers is matter in- 
ftead of the Duke of Marlbon)ugh. It will be a 
hundred pounds a-yeara-piece to them, if I can 
get it. I will ^y to-morrow. 

I 3 6.1 
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6. I went this morning to Earl Rivers, gave 
him J07 of his new employment, and defired 
him to prefer my printer and bookfeller to be 
fiationers to his office. He immediately granted 
it me ; but, like an old courtier, told me it was 
wholly on my account : But that he heard I had 
intended to engage Mr Secretary to fpeak to 
him, and defired I would engage him to do fo i 
but that however he did it only for my fake* 
This is a Court trick, to oUige as many as yoi» 
can at once. I read prayers to poor Mrs WeC- 
ley (who is very much out of order) inftead of 
going to church ; and then I went to Court, 
which I found very full, in expeftation of feeing 
Prince Eugene, who landed lafl night, and lies 
at Leicefter-Houfe ; but he was not to fee the 
Queen till fix this evening. I hope and believe 
he comes too late to do the Whigs any good. 
I rcfufed dining with the Secretary, and was like 
to lofe my dinner, which was at a private ac- 
quaintance's. I went, at fix, to fee the Prince at 
Court ; but he was gone in to the Queen ; and 
when he came out, Mr Secretary, who intro- 
duced him, walked fo near him, that he quite 
fcreened him from me with his great periwig. I'll 
tell you a good paflage : As Prince Eugene was 
going with Mr Secretary to Court, he told the 
fecretary, that Hoffman, the Emperor's refident, 
faid to his Highnefs, that it was not proper to go 
to Court without a long wig, and his was a tyed- 
up one : Now, fays the Pi*ince, I knew not what 

to 
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to do ; for I never had a long periwig in my 
life; and I hare fent to all my valets and footmen, 
to fee whether any of them have one, that I 
might borrow it ^ but none of them has any.— 
Was not this fpoken very greatly, with fomc fort 
frf contempt ? But the fecretary faid. It was a 
thing of no confequence, and only obferved by 
gentlemen-ufhers. I fupped with Lord Mafham, 
where Lord Trcafurer and Mr Secretary fupped 
with us 'r the firft left us at twelve, but the reft 
dki not part till two 5 yet I have written all this 
becaufe it is frefh ; and now 111 go fkep, if I 
can ; that is, I believe I fhall,^ becaufe I have 
drank a little. 

*7. I was this morning to give the Duke of 
Ormond notice of the honour done him to make 
him one of our fociety, and to invite him on 
Thurfday next to the Thatched-houfe : He has 
accepted it with the gratitude and humility fuch 
91 preferment defcrves ; but cannot come till the 
next meeting, becaufe Prince Eugene is to dine 
with him that day ; which I allowed for a good 
excufe, and will report accordingly, I dined 
iw^ith Lord Mafham, and fat there till eight thi$ 
evening, and came home, becaufe I was not 
very well, but a little griped : But now I am well 
again 5 I will not go, at leaft but very feldom^ 
to Lord Mafham's fuppers. Lord Treafurer is 
generally there/ and that tempts me ; but late 
fitting up, docs not agree with me ; there's the 
ihort and the long, and I won't do it ; fo take 

your 
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your anfwer, dear little young women ; and I 
have no more to fay to you to-night, becauie of 
the archbifhop ; for I am going to write a loi^ 
letter to him ; but not fo pdlitickly as formerly:. 
I won't truft him. 

8. Well ; then come, let us fee this letter ; if 
I muft anfwer it, I muft. What's here now ? 
Yes, faith, I lamented my birth-day two d»ys • 
after, and that^s all ; and you rhyme, Madam 
Stella \ were thofe vcrfes made upon my birth* 
day ? Faith, when I read them, I had them run- 
ning. in my head all the day, and iaid them over 
a thoufand times ; they di-ank your health in all 
their glares, and wifhed, Isfc. I could not get 
them out of my head. What ; no, I believe it 
was not : What do I fay upon the eighth of De^ 
cember ? Compare, and fee whether I fay fo. I 
am glad of Mrs Stoyte's recovery, heartily glad: 
Tour Dolly Manley's and Bifhop of CloyneV 
child I have no concern about : 1 am forry in % 
civil way, that's all. Yes, yes. Sir George St 
George dead. Go, cry. Madam Dingley ; I 
have written to the Dean. Raymond will be 
rich, for he has the building itch. I wifli all he 
has got, may put him out of debt. Poh, I have 
fires like light'ning -, they coft me twclvepencc a- 
week, befides fmall-coal. I have got four new 
caps. Madam, very fine and convenient, with 
ftriped camlnick inftead of muffin ; fo Patrick 

need 
• Dr Swift, upon his birth-day, ufcd always to read the 
tiiird chapter of Job. 
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ttced not meDd them> but take the old ones. 
Stella fnatched Dinglcy's words out of her pen ;: 
IVefto a cold ? Why all the world here is dead with 
them : I never had any thing like it in my life ;. 
*tk not gone in five weeks. I hope Leigh is with 
you before this, and has brought your box : Hose 
do you like this ivory rafp ? Stella is angry ; but 
I'll have a finer thing for her. Is not the apron 
as good ? I^m fure I (hall never be paid it : So 
all's well again* What the quarrel with Sir John 
Walters i Why, we had not one word of quar* 
lel ; only he railed at me when I was gone. And 
Lord Keeper and Treafurer teazed me for a 
week ; it was nuts to them ; a ferious thing with 
a vengeance. The Whigs may fell their eftates 
then, or hang themfelves, as they are difpofed ; 
ftr a peace there will be. Lord Treaforcr told 
me, that Conolly was going to Hanover. Your 
Provoft is a coxcomb. Stelk is a good girl, for 
aot being angry when I tell her of fpelling j I fee 
Bone wrong in this. God Almighty be praifed,. 
that your diforders leflen ; it encreafes my hopes 
mightily, that they will go off. And have you 
been plagued with the fear of the plague ? Never 
mind thofe reports ; I have heard them five hun- 
dred times. Replevi ! Replevin, fimplcton, 'tis 
Dingley I mean ; but it is a hard word> and fo 
V\\ excufe it. I ftated Dingley's accompc in my 
laft. I forgot Catharine's fevenpenny dinne;r. I 
hope it was beef-fleaks ; I'll call and eat them in 
Spring :-But goody Stoyte muft give me coffee or 

green 
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green tea, for I drink no bohea. Well, aye, the 
pamphlet \ but there are fome additions to the 
fourth edition : The 'fifth edition was of four 
thoufand, in a fmaller print, fold for fixpence» 
Yes, I had the twenty pound bill from ParvifoK; 
and what then ? Pray, now eat the Laracor ap- 
ples ; I beg you not to keep them, but tell me 
what they are. You have had Tooke's bill ia 
my laft. And fo, there now, your whole letter 
is anfwered. I tell you what I do ; I lay your 
letter before me, and take, it in order, and an- 
fwer what is neceflary ; and fo, and fo. Well|; 
when I expefted we were all undone, I defigned 
to retireJbr fix months, and then ileal over to 
Laracor ; and I had in my mouth, a thoufand 
times, two lines of Shakefpear, where Cardinsd 
Wolfey fays, 

** A weak old man, battered with dorms of (late, * 

•* Is come to lay his weary bones among you." 

I beg your pardon, I have cheated you all this 
margin ; I did not perceive it ^ and I went oft 
wider and wider like Stella ; aukward fluts, Jht 
writes fo fo, there ^ ; That's as like as two eggs 

a penny A iveak old man^ now am I faying it^ 

and fhall till to-morrow. The Duke of Marl- 

borough fays, There is nothing he now defires 
io much, as to contrive fome way how to foften 
Dr Swift. He is miftaken \ for thofe things that 

have 

* Thefe words in the manufcript, imitate Stella's writiDg, and 
•sc doped the wroog way. 
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bc^n hiardeft againft him, were not written 
e. Mr Secretary told me this from a friend 
le Duke's ; and I'm fure, now he is down, I 

not trample on him ; although I love him 
I diflike his being out. — Bernage was to fee 
lis morning, and gave fome verjp indifferent 
fes for not calling here fo long. I care not 
ence. Prince Eugene did not dine with the 
z of Marlborough on Sunday, but was laf): 
: at Lady Betty Germain's affemblee, and a 
lumber of ladies to fee him. Mr Lewis and 
ed with a private friend. I was thb morn- 

fee the Duke of Ormond, who appointed 
9 meet him at the Cockpit at one, but never 
. 1 fat, too, fome time with the Duchefs. 
lon't like things very well yet. I am come 
: early, and going to be bufy. I'll go write. 

I could not go fleep laft night till paft two, 
jvas waked before three, by a noife of people 
ivouring ta break open my window ; for 
Lile I would not ftir, thinking it might be 
magination j but hearing the noife continu- 
[ rofe and went to the window, and then it 
d : I went to bed again, and heard it re« 
;d more violently ; then I rofe, and called up 
tioufe, and got a candle: The rogues had 

1 up.the fa(h a yard ; there are great iheds 
'e my windows, although my lodgings be a 

high •, and if they get upon the fheds, they 

Imoft even with my window. We obferyed 

track, and panes of glafs frefh broken. 

The 
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The watchmen told us to-day they faw them^ but 
could not catch them ; they attacked others ba 
the neighbourhood, about the fame time, and 
a£hiaUy robbed a houfe in Sv 'x:>lk-Street, whicfa 
is the next ftreet but one to us. It b faid, thej 
are feamen difcharged from fervice. I went up 
to call my man, and found his bed empty ; U 
ieems- he often lies abroad. I challenged him 
tiiis morning as one of the robbers. ' He is a fad 
<dog } and the minute I come to Ireland, I wiO 
Uifcard .him^ I have this day got double iron- 
bars to every wkidow in my dining-room and 
bed-chamber ; and 1 hid my purfe in my thread- 
fiocking, between the bed's head and the waiA- 
fcot. Lewis and I dined with an old Scotch 
friend, *frho brought the Duke of Douglas, and 
three or foH^ more Scots upon us. 

lo. This wj^oui" focicty-day, you know ; bat 
the Duke of OrrSfcP*^^'^ could not be with us, bfr 
caufe he dined wit^jU^^^^^ Eugene. It coft me 
a guinea contribution Tp^PQ<^^> ^^o had made i 
copy of verfes upon monSt' ^^^^^^^^ *^ *^ 
to the Duke of MarlborougSk^^^^ ^^^ g^^^ ^ 
guineas, except the two phyllSF"^* ^^^ follow- 
«d my example. I don't like 1^" cuftom ; th( 
next time I will give nothing, ill ^ ^^^ even- 
ing at Lord Ma£ham's with Lord^T^cafurer : ] 
don't like his countenance j nor I dD^n't like th< 
pofture of things well. We canno?|^be ^out, 
till Somerfct's out j as the old faying is. 

1 1. Mr Lewis and I dined with the di^ncellor 

of the exchequer, who eats the moft el^antly 

I of 
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of any man I know in town : I walkt luftily in 
the Park by moon-ihine till eight, to (hake off 
my dinner and wine ; and then went to fup at Mr 
Domville*s with '"ord, and ftaid till twelve. It 
is told me to-day, as a great fecret, that the Duke 
of Somerfet will be out foon ; that the thing is 
fixt ; but what fhall we do with the Duchefs ? 
They fay, the Duke will make her leave the 
Queen out of fpite, if he be out. It has ftuck 
tipon that fear a good while ah-eady. Well, but 
Lewis gave me a letter fix)m MD, N. 25. O 
Lord ! I did not expefl one this fortnight, faith ! 
You are mighty good, that's certain ; but I 
'won't anfwer it, becaufe this goes to-morrow. 
Only, what you fay of the printer being taken up, 
I value it not ; all's fafc there : Nor do I fear 
any thing, unlefs the miniftry be changed; I 
•liope that danger is over. However, I fhall be 
in Ireland before fuch a change ; which could 
not be, I think, till the end of the feffion, if the 
Whigs defigns had gone on. Have not you an 
apron by Leigh, Madam Stella ? Have you all I 
mentioned in a former letter ? 

12. Morning. This goes to-day as ufual. I 
think of going into the city *, but of that at night. 
TTis fine moderate weather thefe two or three 
days laft. Farewell, &c. &c. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

Londan^ Jan. 12, 1711-12. 

WHEN I fealed up my letter this morn- 
ing, I lookt upon myfelf not to be 

. worth a groat in the world. Laft night, after 
Mr Ford and I left Domville, Ford defired me 
to go with him for a minute upon earneft bufi- 
nefs,- and then told me that both he and I were 
ruined : For he had trufted Stratford with five 
hundred pounds for ticket^ for the lottery ; and 
he had been with Stratford, who confefled he 
had loft fifteen thoufand pounds by Sir Stephen 
Evans, who broke laft week 5 that he concluded 
Stratford muft break too 5 that he could not get 
his tickets, but Stratford made him fcveral cx- 
cufes, which feemed very blind ones, &c. And 
Stratford had near four hundred pounds of 
mine, to buy me five hundred pounds in the 
South-Sea Company. I came home reflefting a 
little ; nothing concerned me but MD. I called 
all my philofophy and religion up ; and, I thank 

. God, it did not keep me awake beyond my ufual 
time, above a quarter of an hour- This morn- 
ing I fcnt for looke, whom I had employed to 
buy the ftock of Stratford, and fettle things with 
him. He told me, I was fecure ; for Stratford 
had transferred it to me in form in the South- 

J5ea houfe, and he had accepted it for me, and 

aU 
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all was done on ftampt parchment. However, be 
would be further informed ; and, at night, fent 
me a note to confirm me. However I am not 
yet fecure v and, befides, am in pain for Ford, 
whom I firft brought acquainted with Stratford* 
I dined in the city. 

13. Domville and I dined with Ford to-day 
by appointment : The Lord Manfel told me at 
Court to-day, that I was. engaged to him : But 
Stratford had promifed Ford to meet him and 
me to-night at Ford's lodgings. He did fo ; laid 
be had hopes to fave himfelf in his affair with 
Evans. Ford alked him for his tickets : He faid 
he would fend them to-morrow ; but looking in 
his pocket-book, faid he believed he had fome 
of them about him, and gave him as many as 
came to two hundred pounds, which rejoiced us 
much ; befides, he talked fo frankly, that we 
think there is no danger. I afked him, was- 
there any more to be fettled between us in my 
my affair ? He faid. No ; and anfwered my 
queftions juft as Tooke had got them from 
others ; fo I hope I am fafe. This has been a 
fcurvy affair. I believe Stella would have half 
laughed at me, to fee a fufpicious fellow, like me, 
over-reached. I faw Prince Eugene to-day at 
Court. I don't think him an ugly-faced fellow, 
but well enough, and a good fhape. 

14. The parliament was to fit to-day ; and 
met ; but were adjourned, by the Queen's direc- 
tions, till Thurfday. She defigns to make fomc 

K 2 important 



JI4 D E A N 

Houfe fitting late on Walpool. I left thenxat 
Bine, and they were not come. We kept fome 
dinner for them. I hope Walpool will be fent 
to the Tower, and expelled the Houfe :. But, 
this afternoon, the members I fpoke with in -the 
Court of Req^uefts^ talked dubioufly about it. It 
will be a leading card to maul the Duke of 
Marlborough for tlie fame crime, or at leaft to 
cenfure him. The Queen's meflage was only to 
-givjc them notice of the peace Ihe is treating, and 
to defire they will make fome law to prevent 
JLlbels againfl; the government ; fo farewell to 
Grub-ftreet. 

\ 1 8. I heard to-day, that the tommoners of our 
Ibciety did not leave the parliament till eleven at 
jnight ; then went to thofe I left, and fta/d till 
three in the morning. Walpool is expelled, and 
fent to the Tower. I was this morning again 
with Lord Rivers, and have made him give the 
pthcr employment to my printer and bookfeller ; 
*tis worth a great deal. 1 dined with my friend 
Lewis privately,, to talk over affairs. We want 
to have the Duke of Somerfet out, and he appre?* 
hends it will not be ; but I hope better. They 
are going now at laft to change the commiffioners 
of the cuftoms : My friend Sir Matthew Dudley 
will be out, and three more, and Prior will be in. 
I have made Ford copy out a fmall pamphlet, and 
.fend it to the prefs, that I might not be known 
for author 5 'tis j4 Letter to the \05lober Club^ if 
ever you heard of fuch a tiling,— —Methinks 

tliis 
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this letter goes on but (lowly for almoft a week ; 
I. want fome little converfation with MDj and to 
know what they are doing juft now. I am ikk 
of politicks. 1 have not dined with Lord Treafu"* 
rer thefe three weeks ; he chides me^ but I don't 
care ; I don't. 

"19. I dined to-day with Lord Trcafurcr ; this 
is his day of choice company ; where they fome- 
times admit me, but pretend to grumble. And 
to-day they met on fome extraordinary bufi- 
nefs } the keeper, fteward, both fecretaries,. Lord 
Rivers, and Lord Anglefey. I left them at feven, 
and came away, and have been writing to the 
bifhop of Clogher. I forgot to knaw where to 
diredt to him, fince Sir George St Geof ge's death ; 
but I have direfbed to the f^me houfe : You muft 
tell me better ; for the letter is fent by the belL- 
man. Don't write to me again till tliis is gone^ 
I charge you j for I won't anfwer two letters to- 
gether. The Duke of Somerfet is out, and was 
with his yellow liveries at parliament to-day. 
You know he had the fame with the Queen, 
when he was matter of the horfe: We hope 
the Duchefs will follow, or that he will take her 
away in fpite. Lord Treafurer, I hope, has 
now faved bis head* Has the Dean received my 
letter ? Aik him at cards to-night. 

20. Thdre was a world of people to-day at 
Court, to fee Prince Eugene j but all bit, for he 
did not come. I faw the Duchefs of Somerfet 
talking with the Duke of Buckingham ; fhe 

looked 
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looked a little down, but was extremely courteous.. 
The Queen has the gout, but is not in much 
jpain. Muft I fill this line too * ? Well then, fo 
let it be. The Duke of Beaufort has a mighty 
mind to come into our fociety ; fliall we let him ? 
I fpoke to the Duke of Ormond about it, and 
he doubts a little whether to let him in or no. 
They fay the Duke of Somerfet is -advifed by 
his friends, to let his wife flay with the Queen ;. 
i am forry for it. I dined with the fecretary to- 
day, wxtbmixt company ; I don't love it. Our 
fociety does not meet till Friday, bccaufe Thurf- 
day will be a bufy day in the Houfe of Com- 
mons 5 for then the Duke of Marlborough's 
bribery is to be examined into, about the penfioa 
pa/d him by thofe that famifhcd bread to the 
army. 

21. I have been five times with the Duke of 
Ormond, about a perfeft trifle, and he forgets it : 
I ufed him like a dog this morning for it. I was> 
aiked to-da:y, by feveral in the court of requefts, 
Whether it was true that the author of the Exa- 
miner f was taken up, in an aftion of twenty 
thoufand pounds, by the Duke of Marlborough ? 
I dined in the city, where my printer fhewed mc: 
a pamphlet, called. Advice to the QEiober Cluh^ 

which 

♦ It is the laft of the page, and written clofe to the edge of 
the page. 

f Upon the loth and 17th of this month, the Examiner 
was very fcvere upon the Duke of Marlborough ; and in confe- 
quence of this report, purfucd him with greater virulence in the . 
following courfe of his papers. But Swift was not the writer 
of tJie Examiner at that period. 
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which he fard was fent him by an unknown hand. 
I commended it mightily; he never fufpcftcd me; 
'tis a twopenny pamphlet. 1 came home, and 
got timely to bed 5 but about eleven, one of the 
fecretary's fervants came to me, to let me know 
that Lord Treafurer would immediately fpcafc with 
me, at Lord Maiham's, upon earneft bufinefs ; and 
that if I was a-bed, 1 fhould rife and come. I 
did fo ; Lord Treafurer was above with the 
Queen ; and when he came down, he laughed, 
and faid it was not he that fent for me : The bu- 
finefs was of no great importance, only to give 
me a paper, which might have been done to- 
mon-ow. I ftay'd with them till paft one, and 
then got to bed again. Pize take their frolics ! 
I thought to have anfwered your letter. 

22. Dodlor Gaftrel was to fee me this morn- 
ing ; he is an eminent divine, one of the canons 
of Chrift-church, and one I love very well : fie 
faid. He was glad to find I was not with James 
Broad. I afked, what he meant ? Why, fays he, 
have you not feen the Grub-ftreet paper, that 
fays Dr Swift was taken up as the author of the 
Examiner, on an aftion of twenty thoufand 
pounds, and was now at James Broad's (who, I 
fuppofe, is fome bailiff) ? I knew nothing of this ; 
but at the court of requefts, twenty people told 
me jhey heard I had been taken up. Lord Lanf- 
down obferved to the fecretary and me, that the * 
Whigs fpread three lies yefterday * ; that, about 

me ; 

• Theft lies are all particularly mentioned by the Examiner, 
K, 10, dated Feb. 7. iyii-n. 
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me ; and another, that Macartney, who was 
turned out Lift Summer, is again reftored to his 
places in the army; and the third,, that Jack 
Hill's commiffion for Lieutenant of the Tower 
is ftopt, and that Cadogan is to continue. Lanf- 
down thinks they have fome defign by thefe re- 
ports ; I cannot guefs it. Did I tell you that 
Sacheverell has 'defired mightily to come and fee 
me ? but I have put it off: He has heard that I 
have fpoken to the fecretary in behalf of a bro- 
ther whom he maintains, and who defires an em- 
ployment. T'other day, at the court of requefts, 
Dr Yalden faluted me by name ; Sacheverell, who 
was juft by, came up to me, and made me many 
acknowledgements and compliments. Laft night 
-I defired Lord Treafurer to do fomething for 
that brother of Sacheverell's : He faid he never 
knew he had a brother ; but thanked me for'^ell- 
ing him, and immediately put his name in his 
table-book. I will let Sacheverell know this, that 
he may take his meafures accordingly ; but he 
fhall be none of my acquaintance. I dined to- 
day privately with the fecretary, left him at fix, 
paid a vifit or two, and came home. 

23. I dined again to-day with the fecretary ; 
but could not difpatch fome bufinefs 1 had with . 
him, he has fo much befides upon his hands at 
this junfture 5 and preparing againft the great 
bufinefs to-morrow, which we are all top full of. 
The minifter's defign is that the Duke of Marl- 
borough fliall be cenfured as gently as pdflible, 

provided 
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provided his friends will not make head to de- 
fend him ; but if ihey do, it may end in fomc 
icverer votes. A Gentleman who was juft now 
with him, tells me he is much caft down, and 
fallen away ; but he is pofitive, if he has but ten 
'friends in the houfe, that they fliall defend him 
to the utmoft, and endeavour to prevent the leaft 
cenfure upon him ; which I think cannot be, 
fincc the bribery is manifeft : Sir Solomon Me- 
dina paid him fix thoufand pounds a-year, to have 
the employment of providing bread for the army, 
and the Duke owns it in his letter to the com- 
miffioners of accounts. I was to-night at Lord 
Mafham's ; Lord Dupplin took out my new little 
pamphlet, and the fecretary read a great deal of it 
to Lord Treafurer ; they all commended it to the 
ikies, and fo did I, and they began a health to 
the author. But I doubt Lord Treafurer fuf- 
pefted : For he faid, This is Dr Davenant's ftyle ; 
which is his cant when he fufpefls me. But I 
carried the matter very well. Lord Treafurer 
put the pamphlet in his pocket, to read at home. 
I'll anfwer your letter to-morrow. 

24. The fecretary made me promife to dine 
with him to-day, after the parliament was up 5 I 
faid I would come ; but I dined at my ufual time, 
knowing the Houfe would fit late on this great 
afiair. I dined at a tavern with Mr Domville, 
and another gentleman j I have not done fo be- 
fore thefe many months. At ten this evening, 
I went to the fecretary, but he was not come 

homej 
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home ; I fat with his lady till twelve, then came 
away 5 and he juft came as I was gone, and he 
fcnt to my lodgings, but I would not go back ; 
and fo I know not how things have pafled ; but 
hope all is well ; and I will tell you to-morrow 
day. It is late, &c. 

25. The fecretary fent to me this morning, to 
know whether we fhould dine together 5 I went 
to him, and there I learnt, that the queftion 
went againft the Duke of Marlborough, by a 
majority of a hundred 5 fo the miniftry is mighty 
well fatisfied, and the Duke will now be able to 
do no hurt. The fecretary and I, and Lord 
Mafham, &c. dined with Lieutenant- General 
Withers, who is juft going to look after the 
army in Flanders : The fecretary and I left them 
a little after feven, and I am come home, and will 
now anfwer your letter, becaufe this goes to- 
morrow : Let me fee. — ^The box at Chefter j 
oh ! burn that box, and hang that Sterne ; I 
have defired one to enquire for it, who went to- 
wards Ireland laft Monday, but am in utter def- 
pair of it. — No, I was not fplenctick ; you fee 
what plunges the Court has been at to fet all 
right again. And that Duchefs is not out yet, 
and may one day caufe more mifchief. Somer- 
fet ftiews all about, a letter from the Queen, de- 
firing him to let his wife continue with her. Is 
not that rare ! I find Dingley fmelt a rat ; be- 
caufe the Whigs are upifli ; but if ever I hear 
that word again, FU uppifh you. I am glad you 

I got 
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|pt your rafp fafe and found ; does Stella like 
her apron ? Your critics about guarantees of 
fucceSion are puppies ; that's an anfwer to the 
objeftion. The anfwerers here made the fame 
objeftion, but it is wholly wrong. I am of your 
op'mion, that Lord Marlborough is ufed too 
hardly : 1 have often fcratched out paffages from 
Topers and pamphlets fent me before they were 
printed ; becaufe I thought them too fevere. But 
he is certainly a vile man, and has no fort of me- 
rit befide the military. The Examiners are good 
for little : I would fain have hindered the feve- 
rity of the two or three laft, but could not. I 
will either bring your papers over, or leave them 
with Tooke, for whofe honefly Iwill engage. 
And I think it is befl, not to venture them with 
me at fea. Stella is a prophet, by foretelling fo 
"very pofitively, that all would be well. Duke of 
Onnond fpeak againft peace ? No, fimpleton : 
He is one of the ftauncheft we have for the mi- 
niftry. Neither trouble yourfelf about the prin- 
ter : He appeared the firft day of term,' and is 
to appear when fummoned again ; but nothing 
clfc will come of it. Lord Chief Juftice is cool- 
ed fiece this new fettlement. No ; I will not 
fplit my journals in half ; I will write but once a 
fortnight : But you may do as you will ; which 
is, read only half at once, and t' other half next 
week. Sa now your letter is anfwered. (Pox on 
thefe blotj !) What muft I fay more ? I will fet 
out in March, if thei-e be a fit of fine weather \ 
Vol. XIV. L xx^sh 



124 D E A N S W I FT's 

trivc fome way to keep the archbifhop of YorK 
from being feduced by Lord Nottingham. I 
will do what I can in it to-morrow. 'Tis very 
late, (6 I muft go fleep. 

28. Poor Mrs Manley, the author, is very ill 
of a dropfy and fore leg ; the printer tells mc> 
lie is afraid flie cannot live long. I am heartily 
forry for her ; (he has very generous principles 
for one of her fort, and a great deal of good 
fenfe and invention : She is about forty, very 
homely, and very fat. Mrs Van . made me dine 
with her to-day. I was this morning with the 
Duke of Ormond, and the prolocutor, about 
what Lord Treafurer fpoke. to me yefterday ; I 
know not what will be the. iflue. There is but 
a {lender majority in the Houfe of Lords ; and 
we want more. We are fadly mortified at the 
news of the French t-aking the town in Brafil„ 
from the Portuguefe. The fixth edition of three 
thoufand of the ConduB of the Allies is fold> 
and the printer talks of a feventh : Eleven thou« 
fand of them have been fold ; which is a moft 
prodigious run. The little twopenny Letter of 
Advice to the 05lober Cltsb, does not fell ; I know 
not the reafon ; for it is finely written, I afilire 
you I and, like a true author, I grow fond of it^ 
becaufe it does not fell : You know that is ufual 
to writers, to condemn the judgment of the 
world : If I had hinted Jt to be mine, every body 
would have bought itj but it is a great fecret. 

29. I 
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29. I borrowed one or two idle books of 
Contes de Fees *, and have been reading them 
thcfe two days, although I have much buCnefs 
on my hands. I loitered till one at home ; then 
went to Mr Lewis at his office : And the vice- 
chamberlain told me, that Lady Ryalton had 
yefterday rcfigned her employment of Lady of the 
bed-chamber ; and that Lady Jane Hyde, Lord 
Rochefter*s daughter, a mighty pretty girl, is to 
fucceed : He faid too, that Lady Sunderland 
w.ould refign in a day or twp. I dined with 
Lewis, and then went to fee Mrs Wefley, who 
is better to-day. But you muft know, that Mr 
Lewis gave me two letter?, cjne from the bifhop 
of Cloyne, with an inclofed from Lo|*d Inche- 
quin to . Lord Treafurer ; which he defires I 
fi^uld deliver and recommend. I am told, that 
Lord was much in with Lord "Wharton, and I 
remember he was to have been one of the Lords 
Juftices, by his recommendation ; yet the biihop 
recommends him as a great friend to the church, 
&e. I'll do what I think proper. T'other letter 
was from little fancy MD, N. 26. O Lord ! 
never faw the like ; under a cover too, and by 
way of journal ! We fliall never have done. Slr- 
rahs ! how durft you write fo foon, firrahs ? I 
won't anfwer it yet. 

30. I was this morning with the fecretary, who 
was fick, and out of humour : He would needs^ 
drink Champagne fome days ago, on purpofe to 

L 3 fpitc 

• Tak$ of the Fairies. 
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fpite me, becaufe I advifed him againft it^ ancS 
now he pays for it : Stella ufed to do fuch tricks 
•formerly 5 he put me in mind of her. Lady 
Sunderland has refigned her place too. It is 
Lady Catharine Hyde that fucceeds Lady Ryaltoa^ 
and not Lady Jane. Lady Catharine is- the late 
Earl of Rochefter's daughter. I dined with the 
fecretary, then vifited his lady; and fat this evening 
with Lady Mafham: The fecretary came to us j but 
Lord Treafurer did not ; he dined with the mafter 
of the rolls, and ftaid late with himv Our focicty 
does not meet till to-morrow fe'nnight, becaufe^ 
we think the parliament will be very bufy to- 
morrow upon the ftate of the war ; and the fe- 
cretary, who is to treat as prefident, muft be lib 
the Houfe; I fancy my talking of perfons and 
things here, muft be very tedious to you, becaufe 
you know nothing of them ; and I talk as if you. 
did. You know Kevin's-ftrcet, and Werbui^h*- 
ftreet, and (what do you call the ikrect where 
Mrs Walls lives ?) and Ingoldlby, and Higgins, 
and Lord Santry ; but what care you for Lady 
Catharine Hyde i Why do you fay nothing of 
your health, firrah ? I hope it is well. 

31. Trimnel, bi(hop of Norwich, who was 
with this Lord Sunderland at Moor* park in their 
travels, preached yeftcrday before the Houfe of 
Loi'ds ; and to-day the queftion was put, to diank 
him, and print his fermon ; but i>afled againft 
him ; for it was a terrible Whig fermon. The 
bill to repeal the Aft for naturalizing Proteftant 
foreigners, pafled the Houfe of Lords, to-day, by 
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^ majority of twenty, though the Scotch Lords 
went out, and would vote neither way, in dif- 
. content about Duke Hanulton's patent, if you 
.know any thing of it. A poem is come out to-- 
day, infcribed to me, by way of a flirt ; for it is 
a Whiggifh poem, and good for nothing. They 
plagued me with it in the court of requefls. 
I dined with Lord Treafurer at fivp, alone, only 
with one Dutchman. Prior is now a commi£- 
fioner of the cuftoms. I told you fo before, I 
iupi>ofe. "When I came home to-night, I found 
.a letter from Dr Sacheverell *, thanking me for 
recommending his brother to Lord Treafurer 
and Mr Secretary, for a place. Lord Treafurer 
fent to him about it : So good a folicitor was I, 
although ff once hardly thought I fbould be a 
folicitor for Sacheverell. 

Feb. ». Has not your Dean of St Patrick's 
received my letter ? You fay nothing of it, altho* 
I writ above a month ago. My printer has got 
the gout, and I was forced to go to him to*day, 
and there I dined* It was a moil delicious day ; 
why don't you obferve. whether the fame days be 
fine with you ? To-night, at fix, Dr Atterbury 
and Prior, and I and Dr Friend, met at Dr Ro- 
bert Friend's houfe at 'JVeftminfter, who is ma^ 
Act of the fchool : There we fat till oncji and 
were good enough company. I here take leave 
to tell Politick Dinglcy, that the paflage in TJije 
Condu^ of the Allies y is fo far from bein^ blame- 
able, 
. ? This letter is to be found in the late Colleton by Dod^cy, 
Ac. No. j8. 
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able, that the fecretary defigos to infift upon k 
in the Houfe of Commons, when the treaty of 
Barrier is debated there, as it now fhortly wUl, 
for they have ordered it to be laid before them. 
The partiphlct of Advice to the OBober Cluij be- 
gins how to fell ; but I believe its fame will hard- 
ly reach Ireland : 'Tis finely written, I affure 
you. I long to , anfwer your letter j but won't 
yet 5 you know 'tis late, &c. 

2. This day ends Chriftmas ; and what care I? 
I have neither feen, nor felt, nor heard any 
Chriftmas this year- I paficd a lazy dull day : I 
was this morning with Lord Treafurer, to get 
fome papers from him, which he will remember 
as much as a cat, although it be his own buiinefs. 
It threatened rain, but did not much'; and Pi-ior 
and I walked an hour in the Park, which quite put 
me out of my meafures. I dined with a friend hard 
by ; ;ind in the evening fat with Lord Maiham till 
twelve. XiOrd Treafurer did not come ; this is an 
idle dining day ufually. with him. We want to 
hear from Holland, how our peace goes on ; for 
we are afraid of thofe fcoundrels the Dutch, left 
they fhould play us tricks. Lord Marr, a Scotch 
Earl, was with us at Lord Mafham's ; I was ar- 
guing with him about the ftubbornnefs and folly 
of his countrymen ; they are fo angry abput the 
affair of Duke Hamilton, whom the Queen has 
made, a Duke of England, and the Houfe of 
Lords will not admit him : He fwears he would 
TOte for MS, but dare not ; becaufe all Scotland 

would 
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would detefl: him if he did ; he fhould never be 
chofed again, nqr be able to live there. 

3. I was at Court to-day, to look for a dinner; 
but did not like any that were offered roe y and 
I dined with Lord Mountjoy. The Queen has 
the gout in her knee, and was not at chapel. I 

. hear we have a Dutch mail ; but I know not 
what news, although I was with the fecretary 
iliis morning. H^ fhewed me a letter from the 
Hanover envoy, Mr Bothmar, complaining that 
the Barrier treaty is laid before the Houfe of 
Commons : And defiring, that no infringement 
may be made in the guarantee of the fucccilion ; 
but the lecretary has written him a peppering 
tofwer. I fancy you underfland all this, and 
are able ftates-girls, fince you have read the 
ConduB of the Allies. We are all preparing againfl: 
the birth-day, I think it is Wednefday next. IF 
the Queen's gout encreafes, it will fpoil fport^ 
Prince Eugene has two fine fuits made againfl it ; 
arid the Queen is to give him a fword worth four 
thoufand pounds, the diamonds fet tranfparent, 

4. I was this morning foliciting at the Houfe 
of Commons door for Mr Vefey, a fon of the 
archbifhop of Tuam, who has petitioned for a 
Pill to relieve him in fome difficulty about his 
eftate; I fecured him about fifty members.. I 
dined with Lady Ma(ham. We have no pacquet 
from Holland, as I was told yefterday ; and this 
wind will hinder many people from appearing at 
the birth-day, who cxpcftcd cloaths from Hol- 
land. 
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is much better after yefterday's exerdfe : Her 
friends wifh {he would ufe a little more. I op- 
pofed Lord Jerfey's ele£tioa into our fociety, 
and he is refufed ; I likewife oppofed the Duke 
of Beaufort, but I believe he will be chofen in 
fpite of- me: I don't much care ; I fball not be 
with them above two months 5 for I refolve to 
fet out for Ireland the beginning of April oeKt, 
(before I treat them again), and fee my willows. 

8. I dined to-day in the city 5 this morning a 
fcoundrel dog, one of the Queen's mufick, a 
German, whom I had never feen, got accefs to 
me in my chamber by Patrick's folly, and grave* 
ly defired me to get an employment in the Cu- 
fioms for a friend of his, who would be very 
grateful ; and likewife to forward a projeft of 
his own, for raifing ten thoufand pounds a-year 
upon Operas : I ufed him civiller than he de- 
ferved ; but it vexed me to the pluck. He was 
told, 1 had a mighty intereft' with Lord Trea- 

farer, and one woixi of mine, &c. ^Wellj 

I got home early on purpofe to anfwer MD's 

letter, 1^. 26 5 for this goes to-morrdw — '- 

Well ; I never faw fuch a letter in all my life ; 
fo fancy, fo journalilh, fo fanguine, fo pretend- 
ing, fo every thing 1 fatisfied all your 

fears in my laft : AH is gone well, as you fay. 
Yet you are an impudent flut to be fo pofitive ; 
you will fwagger fo upon your fagacity, that we 
ihall never have done. Pray don't miflay your 
xeply^ I would certainly print it, if L had it 
I here ; 



CORRESPONDENCE. 153 

here : How long is it ? I fuppofc half a (hect : . 
Was the anfwer written in Ireland ? Yes^ yes, 
jou (hall have a letter when you come from Ba-* 
ligalL I need not tell you again, who's out and 
who's in : We can never get out the Duchcfs of 

Somerfct.— . So, they fay Prefto writ the 

Condu&f &c. do they like it ? 1 don't care whe- 
ther they do or no ; but the Refolutions, prin- 
ted t' other day in the Votes, arc almoft quo- 
tations from it; and would never have paffed, 
if that book had not been written. I will not 
meddle with the Spedkator, let him fair fex it to 
the world's end. ^ My diforder is over, but 
blood was not from the p— les. — Well, Madam 
Dingley, the froft : Why, we had a great froft, 
but I forget how long ago; it lafted above a 
week or ten days : I believe about fix weeks ago ; 
but it did not break fo foon with us I think as 
December 29th ; yet I think it was about that 
time, on fecond thoughts. MD can have no 
letter from PreAo, fays you ; and yet four days 
before, you own you had my thirty-feventh, un- 
reafonable fluts ! The bifliop of Gloucefter is 
not dead, and I am as likely to fucceed the Duke 
of Marlborough, as him, if he were ; there's 
enough for that now. It is^ not unlikely that 
the Duke of Shrewfbury will be your goyer- 
nour ; at leaft I believe the Duke of Ormond 

will not return. Well, Stella, again : Why, 

really, three editions of the ConduEl^ isfc. is veiy 

much for Ireland ; it is a fign you have fome 

VoL.-XIV. M honeft 
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honeft among you. '• ^Wcll ; I will do Mr 

Manley all the fervice I can : But he will ruin 
himfelf. What bufinefs had he to engage at all 
about the city ? Can't he wifh his caufe well, 
and be quiet, when he finds that ftirring will do 
it no good, and himfelf a great deal of hurt ? I 
cannot imagine who (hould open my letter 5 it 
muft be done at your fide. — If I hear of any 
thoughts of turning out Manley, I will endea- 
vour to prevent it. I have already had all the 
gentlemen of Ireland here upon my back, often, 
for defending him. So now I have anfwered your 
faucy letter. My humble fervice to goody Stoytej 
and Catharine ; I wiH come foon for my dinner. 
9. Morning. My cold goes off at laft ; but 
I think I have got a fmall new one. I have no 
news ftncc laft. They fay, we hear by way of 
Calais, that peace is very near concluding. I 
hope it may be true. Til go and feal up my let- 
ter, and give it myfelf to-night into the poft- 
office ; and fo I bid my deareft MD farewell til! 
to-night. I heartily wifh myfelf with them, as 
hope faved. My willows, aud' quickfets, and trees, 
will be finely improved, I hope, this year. It 
has been fine hard frofty weather yefterday and 
to-day. Farewell, &c. &c. &c.* 

L E T- 

* N. B. In the late CollcOion of Swift's Correfpon den ct, 
publidied by Dodfley and others, the courfe of thcfc Journals 
15 continued from this prefent date, Feb. 9, 171I-II, until the 
Summer of the year 1713, when the Doftor was made Dean of 
6t Patrick's, Dublin. The firft of thefc joutnals, in that CoUtOr^ 
,tion, is the fifty-eighth Letter. 
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LETTER LXXVIII/ 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dubliny Sept. i6. 1710. 

I Received your's, by the laft pacquets, of 
September the 9th ; and becaufe you have 
miffed the two bifhops, I fend you, with this, 
the papers relating to the firft-fruits, and' twen^- 
tieth parts. I fend them in two bundles, being 
too big for one letter. The bifhops, fo far as I 
can learn from the bifhop of Offory, have not 
made any ftep iince I left London. I will endea- 
vour to get you a letter from the bifhops, to foli- 
cit that affair. In the mean time, opea the let- 
ter to the two bifhops, and make ufe of it as oc- 
cafion fhall ferve. The fcheme I had laid for 
them, is crofled by my Lord Treafurer's * being 
out i tha', perhapsy that would not hav« done i 
but her Majefly's promife I depend on, and 1 had 
engaged the Archbifhop of York in it. When 
he comes to London, I will give you a better to 
him. I can likewife find means,. I believe, t^ 
pofJefs my Lord Shrewfbuiy and Mr Harley with 
the reafbnablenefs of the affair. I am not courtier 
enough to know the propernefs of the thing ; 
but I had once an imagination to attempt heir 
Majefiy hcrfclf by a letter, modefUy putting her 
M 2 ia 

• « The Earl of Godolghin had rtfigncd his flaffj Auj. t 
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in mind of the matter ; and no time fo proper, 
as when there is no Lord Lieutenant of Ireland^ 
which perhaps may be foon ; but this needs ad- 
vice. ' 

There ^re great men here, as much out of 
humour, as you defcribe your great vifitee * ta 
have been ; nor does the good news from Spain f 
clear them. I believe, however, they are glad 
at it, though another would have fervcd their 
occafions as well. 

I do not apprehend any other fecret in all this 
affair, but to get Whigs out qf all places of profit 
and truft, and to get others in them. As for 
peace, it muft be on no other terms than the pre- 
liminaries ; and you'll find a Tory parliament will 
give money as freely, and be as eager to profe- 
cute the war, as the Whigs were, or they arc not 
the wife men I take them to be. If they do fa, 
and take care to have the money well difpofed pf- 
when given, they will break the King of France's 
heart, and the Whigs together, and pleafe rfie 
nation J. There's an ugly accident that happens 
here, in relation to our twentieth-parts and firft- 
fruits : At Midfummer 1709, there was xeady 

money 

♦ « Probably the Earl of Godolphin, who was, perhaps, 
much vifitcd by his friends and party, after the refignation of 
his ftaffof Lord Treafurcr.* 

+ * Probably of the battle near Saragoza, in which King 
Charles of Spain gained a complete viftory, over his competitor 
King Philip, on the loth of Auguft 1710.* 

I This opinion of fo great and good ^ man as Dr King, dc* 
fciTcs particular attention. 
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money in the treafury, and good folvcnt debts to 
the Queen, to the value of 70,000!. Now I am 
lold, by the laft week's abftraft, there's only 
223 1, in the treafury, and the army unpaid, at 
leaft uncleared for a year; and all others, ex- 
cept penfioners, in the fame condition. Now the 
great motive to prevail with her Majefty to give 
the dergy the bounty petitioned for, was the clear- 
ucfs of the revenue here; biit if that be anticipat- 
ed, perhaps it may make an objection. I will add 
no more, but my prayers for you. I am, &c. 
AVILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

»R SWIFT TO DR STERNE. 

SIR, London ^ Sept. 26. 17 10. 

ONE would think this an admirable place 
from whence to fill a letter ; yet when t 
come to examine particulars, I find they either 
coiifii): of news, which you hear as foon by the 
^blic papers, or of perfons and things to which 
you are a ftranger, and are the wifer and happier 
for being fo. Here have been great men every 
-day refigning their places ; a refignation as fin- 
cere, as that of an ufui'er on his death-bed. Here 
are fgme, that fear being whipt, becaufe tliey 
have broken their rod ; and fome that may be 
called to an account, becaufe they could not caft 

M 3 OQC 
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one up. There arc now not much above a dozeii 
great emplojrments to be difpofed of, which, 
according to our computation, may be doucna 
as many days. Patrick * affures me, his acquaint- 
tance are all very well fatisfied witli thefe changcsi 
which I take for no ill fymptom 5 and it is certain^ 
the Queen has never appeared fo eafy, or fo 
chearful. I found my Lord Gkxiolphin the worft 
diflembler of any of them that I have talked to.; 
and no wonder, fince his lofs and danger are 
greater, befides the addition of age and com^ 
plexion. My Lord Lieutenant f is gone to the 
country, to buftle about eledbons. He is not 
. yet removed ; becaufe, they fay, it will be requi- 
fitc to fupei-fede him by a fucceflbr, which the 
Queen has not fixed on ; nor is it agreed whe- 
ther the Duke of Shrewfbury or Ormond J ftand 
faireft. I fpeak only for this morning, becaufe 
reports ufually change every twenty-four hours.' 
Mean time, the pamphlets and half-fheets grow 
fo upon our hands, it well very well employ a 
man eveiy day, from morning till night,, to read 
them, and fo, out of perfeft defpair, I never read 
any at all. The Whigs, like an army beat three 
quarters out of the field, begin to fkirmifh, but 
faintly ; and deferters daily come over. We are 
amazed to find our miltakes, and how it was 
poffible to fee fo much mei'it where there was 

nonej 

• Dr Swift's ferVant. f " Earl of Wharton." 

I The Duke of Ormond was appointed Lord Lieutenant, 
OAobcr a6, 1 7 10. 
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none, and to overlook it where th^re was fo 
much. When a great minider has lofl his place, 
iHimediately virtue, honour^ and wit, fly over to 
his fucceffor, with the other enfigns of his office. 
Since I left off writing, I received a letter from 
my Lord Archhifhop of Dublin, or rather twa 
letters upon thefe memorials. I think immedi- 
ately to begin my foliciting, though they are nc/t 
very perfedl 5 for I would be glad to know whe- 
ther my Lord Archhifhop would have the fame; 
method taken here, that has been done in Eng- 
land, to fettle it by parliament : But, however, 
that will be time enough thought of this good 
while* 

I muft here tell you, that the Dean of St Pa^- 
trick's lives better than any man of quality I 
know i yet this day I dined with the Comptrol- 
ler *, who tells me, he drinks the Queen's wine 
to-day. I few Colleftor Sterne^ who defired mc 
to prefent his fcrvice to you, and to tell you he 
would be glad to hear from you, but not about 
bufinefs; by which, I told him'^ 1 gucffed he 
was putting you off about fomething you defired% 

i would much rather be now in Ireland , drink- 
ing your good wine, and looking over, while 
you loft a crown at penny ombre. I am weary 
of the careflcs of great men out of place. The 
comptroller experts every day the Queen's com- 
mands to break his ftaff. He is the laft great 
houfhold officer, they intend to turn out. My 

Lord 

* Sk Jphh Holland, Bart. 
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Lord Lieutenant is yet in, becaufe they cannot fgr 
agree about his fuccefTor. I am your moft obe- 5c 
dient humble fervant, J. SWIFT. qa 



LETTER LXXX. 

COPT OF A MEMORIAL OF DR SWIFT TO MR 
HARLEY, ABOUT THE FIRST-FRUITS. - 

OBober 7, 17 10. 

IN Ireland, hardly one parifh in ten hath any 
glebe, and the reft very fmall, and fcatiered^ 
except a very few, and thefc have feldom any 
houfes. 

There arc, in proportion, more impropriations 
in Ireland than in England, which, added tx> 
the poverty of the country, make the livings 
of very fmall and uncertain value $ fo that five or 
fix are often joined, to make a revenue of 501. 
per annum: But thefe have feldom above one 
church in repair, the reft being deftroyed by 
■frequent wars, &c. 

The clergy, for want of glebes, are forced^ 
in their own or neighbouring pariih, to take 
farms to live on, at rack rents. 

'the Queen having fome years iince remitted 
the firft-fruits to the clergy of England, the 
bifhop of Cloyne being then in London, did 
petition her Majefty for the fame favour, in be- 
half of the clergy of Ireland, and received a 

gracious 
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gracious anfwcr. But this affair, for want of fo^ 
liciting, was not brought to an ifliic, during the 
governments of the Duke of Ormond, and the 
Earl of Pembroke. 

Upon the Earl of Wharton's fuccceding, Dr 
Swift who had folicited this matter in the pre- 
teding government) was defired by the bifhops of 
Ireland to apply to his Excellency, who thought 
fit to receive the motion as wholly new, and 
what he could not confider till he were fixed in 
the government, and till the fame application 
trere made to him as had been to his predeccf* 
fors. Accordingly an addrefs Was delivered to 
his Lordfhip, with a petition to the Qileen, and 
a memorial annexed from both Houfes of Convo* 
Nation ; but a difpute happening in the Lower 
HouTe, wherein his chaplain was concerned, and 
which was reprefented by the faid chaplain as an 
affront defigned to his Excellency, who was plea- 
fed to underftand and report it fo to the Courtj 
the Convocation was fuddenly prorogued, and 
all farther thoughts about the firft-fruits let faH 
as defperate. 

The fubjeft of the petition was to defire, that 
the twentieth-parts might be remitted to the cler- 
gy, and the firft-fruits made a fund for purchaf- 
ing glebes and impropriations, and rebuilding of 
churches. 

The twentieth-parts are twelve-pence in the 
pound, paid annually out of the ecclefiaftical be- 
nefices, as they were valued at the Reformation. 

Thex 
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They amount to about 500I. per annum ; but of 
little or no value to the Queen, after the officen 
and other charges are paid, though of much 
trouble and vexation to the clergy. 

The firft-fruits paid by incumbents upon their 
promotion, amount to 450I. per annum ; fo that 
her Majefty, in remitting ab;)ut loooL per an* 
num to the clergy, will really loft not above 500L 

Upon Auguft 3i> 1710, the two Houfes of 
Convocation being met to be farther prorogued, 
'the archblflbops and bifhops conceiving there wa? 
now a favourable juncture to refume their appli* 
cations, did, in their private capacities, iign a 
power to the faid Dr Swift,, to folicit the remit- 
ting the firft-fruits and twentieth-parts. 

But there is a greater burthen than this^ and 
almoft intolerable, upon feveral of the clergy io 
Ireland 5 the eafing of which, the clergy only 
looked on as a thing to be wifhed, without mak- 
ing it part of their petition. 

The Queen is impropriator of feveral parifhes^ 
and the incumbent pays her, half-yearly^ a rent 
generally to the third part of the real value of 
the living, and fometimes half. Some of the(c 
parifhes, by the increafe of graziers, are feized on 
by the Crown, and cannot pay the refervcd rent, 
The value of all thefe impropriations^ arc about 
^oool. per annum to her Majefty. 

If the Queen would gracioufly pleafe to be- 
ftow likewife thefe impropriations to the' churchy 
part to be remitted to the incumbent^ where the 

rent 
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rent is large, and the living fmall, and the reft 
to be laid out in levying gliebes and inipropria- 
tionsy and building of churcheS| it would be a 
moft pious and feafonable bounty. 

The utmoft value of the twentieth-parts, firft- 
fruits, and crown-rents, is L. 3000 ^^r annum^ 
of which about L. 500 pnr annum is funk among 
officers ; fo that her MajefVy, by this great bene- 
£i£tion/ would lofe but L. 2500 per annum. 



LETTER LXXXL 

DR SWIFT TO DR WILLIAM, KING, ARCH- 
BISHOP Of DUBLIN. 

My Lord, London y 081. 10. i^io. 

I Had the honour of your Grace's letter of 
September 1 6. ; but I was in no pain to ac- 
knowledge it, jior ihall be at any other time, 
Tintill I have fomething that 1 think worth trou- 
bling you } becaufe I know how much an inlig* 
Juficant letter is worfe than none at all. I had 
likewife your memorial *, &c. in another packet. 
I (hould have been glad the biihops had been 
kere; although I take bifhops to be the worft 
folicitors in the world, except for themfelves- - 
They cannot give themfelves the little trouble of 
^enda^ce, that other men are content to fwaU 

low; 

• A memorial of the bifhops and clergy of Irelaod, conccjrn- 
^ the firll-fruits and tyfenticth-parts. 
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low ; elfc, I am fure, their two Lordihips migjit 
have lucceeded eafier^ than men of my level arc 
likely to do. 

As foon as I received the packets from your 
Grace, I went to wait upon Mr Harlcy *. Ihad 
prepared him before, by another hand, whei-e he 
was very intimate i and got myfelf rtprefented 
(which I might juftly do) as one extremely ill ufcd 
by the laft mmiftiy ^ter fome obligauqps, b^ 
caufe.l refufed to go certain lengths they would 
have me. This happened to be in fome fort Mr 
Harley's own cafe. He had heard very often of 
me, and received me with. the greatcft marks of 
kindnefs and edeem *, as I was whifpered he 
would ', and the more upon the ill ufage I had 
met with. I fat with him two hours among 
company ; and two hours we were alone, where 
I told him my bufinefs, and gave him the hiftory 
of it : Which he heard as I could wifh, and 
declared he would do his utmoft to effed it. I 
fold him the difficulties we met with by Lord 
Lieutenants and their fecretaries ; who would 
not fuffer others to folicit, and negleAed it thcin- 
felves. He fell in with me entirely ; and faid, 
neither they nor himfelf fhould have the merit 
of it, but the Queen, to whom he would fliew 
my memorial with the firft opportunity, in or- 
der, if poffible, to have it done in this interreg- 
num. I faid, the honour and merit, next to 
' I the 

• Lord High Trcafurcr xjf Engkndi created afterwards Earl 
of Oxford. 
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the <^ccn, would be his ; that it was a great 
encouragement to the bifhopsi that he was in 
the treafury, whom they knew to be the chief 
advifer of the Queen, to grant the fame favour 
in England ; that, confequently, the honour and 
merit were nothing to him, who had done fo 
much greater things -, and that, for my part, I 
thought tie was obliged to the clergy of Ireland, 
for giving him an opportunity of gratifying the 
pleafuihe he took in doing good to the churclu . 
He took my compliment extremely well, and 
renewed his promifes. Your Grace will pleafe 
to know,. that, befides the firft-fruits, I told 
him of tMfe crown-rents, and fliewed the nature 
and value of them; but faid, my opinion was, 
that the Convocation had not mentioned them 
in their petition to the Queen, delivered to Lord 
Wharton * with the addrefs, becaufe they thought 
the times would not then bear it ; but that I 
looked on myfelf to have a difcretionary power, 
to folicit it, in fo favourable a juncture. 

I had two memorials ready, of my own driw- 
ing up, as (hort as poffible, fhewing the nature 
of the thing, and how long it had been depend* 
ing, &c. One of thefe memorials had a para- 
graph at the end, relating to the crown*rents. I 
would have given him the laft ; but I gave him 
the other; which he immediately read, and pro- 
mifed to fecond both with his beft offices to the 
•Queen. As I have placed that paragraph in my 
Vol. XIV. N memorial, 

* Then L^ JLieistenant of Irelaxid. 
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memorial, it can do no harm, and may'pofliblf 
do good. However, I beg your Grace, to fay 
nothing of it ; but if it dieth, let it die in lilence : i 
We muft take up with what we can get. i 

I forgot to tell your Grace, that when I faid 
I was impowered, &c. he defired to fee my 
powers : And then I heartily wifhed thfim more 
ample than they were : And I have lince wonder- 
ed, what fcruple a number of bifhops could have 
• to impower a clergyman to do the cliurcn and 
them a fervicc, without any unagmation of inte- 
reft for himfclf. 

Mr Harlcy has. invited me to dine with him 
to-day : But I fhall not put him upon this dif- 
courfe fo foon. If he begins it himfelf, I fhall 
add it at the bottom of this. He fays, Mr Se- 
cretary St John * defired to be acquainted with 
me, and that he will bring us together. That 
may be further help ; although I told hiq?, I had 
no thoughts of applying to any but himfelf; 
Av herein he differed from me, and defired I would 
fpeak to others, if it were but for form; and 
feemed to mean, as if he would avoid the envy 
of being thought to do fuch a thing alone. But 
an old courtier (an intimate friend) advifed mc 
ft ill to let him know, 1 relied wholly upon his 
good inclinations, and credit with the Queen, 
&c. 

I find I am forced to fay alLthfc very conful^ 
cdly, jufl as it licth in my memofy 5 but perhaps 

^ it 

* Afterwards created Lord Vifcount-^lingbrokc. 
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It may give your Grace. a truer idea how matters- 
arc, than if I had writ in more order. 

lam, 5cc. J. SWJFT. 
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THE AUCMBISHOP OFl>UBLIN TO DR SWIFT.. 

'Rev. Sir, Dublw^ 0^7. i6, 1710^ 

I Thank you for your's of the loth inftant,, 
and fend you inclofcd a farther power by; 
my Lord^rimate and me. My Lord is not able. 
to come to town ; which obliged me to wait on 
him at Johnfton, .and hindered the joining of 
two or three bifliops in it, who arc yet in to\. n : 
But I fuppofe our figning is fudicient. I went in 
the morning to wait on his Grace, and intended, 
when he had figned it, to have applied to other 
bithops.; but he was abroad taking the air, and 
I could not get it until it was late, and thought 
it better to fign and fend it as it is, than wait for 
another poll. You may expert by the next, a 
ktter to his Grace of Canterbury, and another 
to the Archbifhop of York. 1 apprifed them 
both of the bufinefs. The latter, if I remember 
right, fpoke to her Majefty about it. I am not 
fure that her Majefty remembers what I faid on 
that fubje6t ;^ut am fare (lie was pleafed to feem 
fatisiied* with 'it, and to fcruple only the time : I. 
fi^ppofe, not thinking it fit to confer the favour 
-. N 2 ihc 
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flie defigncd the clergy of Ireland, by the hands 
it muft then have pafled through ; but faid^ that 
in the interval of a change, or abfence of a chief 
governor, it Ihould be done. I hope now is the 
proper time, and that her .Majefty will rather 
follow the didlates of her own bouxltiful inclina- 
tions, than the intrigue^ of cunning covetous 
counfellors. 

I thought to have troubled you with aigreat 
many things ; but fuch a crowd of vifitors have 
broken in upon me before I could lock my gates, 
that I am forced to break off abruptly, recom- 
mending you to God's care. ^ 

lam, &c. WILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER LXXXHL 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ OB. i(5, 1710. 

I HAVE before me your's of the 4th inftant, 
which I received two pofts ago. It was very 
grateful to me, and I hope it will have a good 
cffeft as to the church in general, mi be of life 
to you in particular, which I heartily wifh. My 
Lord Primate is our of town, and I have not 
feen him fince I received your^, nor do I fee 
any hafle to communicate it to him 5 but in due 
time there will be no need to make a fecret of it. 
I durft not have faid any thing of it, if you had 

* not 
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not given me the cautiort left any accident fhould 
intervene, to which all matters of this nature are 
liable. It puts a man out bf countenance to raife 
expe£btions, if he ihould not be able to fatisfy 
them. I underftand, that her Majefty dcfigned 
this fhould be her own aft ; but the good inftru- 
mcnts, that have bceniubfervient, ought not to 
be forgot 5 and, with God's help, I will do my 
endeavour, that they Qiall not. I {hall be impa-- 
ticnt to fee the accomplilhment of this charitable 
work. 

We arc here in as great a ferment about choof- 
ing parHtment-men, oh a fuppoiition that this 
parliament will be diflblved as foon as your's in 
England. And it h remarkable, that fuch as 
defign to betiay their country, are more diligent 
to make votes, than thofe that have fome faint 
intentions to ferve it. It would prevent a great 
deal of needlefs charges and heats, if we cei'tain- 
Jy knew, whether we fhould have a new parlia- 
ment or no. 

All bufincls in chanceiy, and in truth all pu- 
bJic bufinefsj is at a ftand, by the indifpofltion of 
xriy liord C&«i^ellor. I would tell you, that I 
ant o^gaged xnoA unhappily this night to execute 
this fhort letter ; but the plain truth, I think, 
will do as well^ which isythat I have no more to 
tij but my prayers for you, &c. . 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



N ir LEX- 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

THE LORD PRIMATE * AND ARCHBISHOP- 
OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

SI R, Buhlin, Oa. 24, 1 7 10. 

WE directed a letter to the bifliops of 
Oflbry and Killaloe laft Auguft, defiring 
and empowering them to folicit the afiair of oup 
firft-fruits and twentieth-parts with her Majefty^ 
which has depended fo long, notwithftanding 
her Majefby's good intentions, and fevcral pro* 
mifes of the chief governors here, to lay our 
addrefles before her Majefty, in the beft manaer* 
We were then apprehenfive, that thofe bifhops 
might return from England before the bufinefi 
could be effected ; and therefore we defired them 
to concern you in it, having fo good alTurance 
of your ability, prudence, and fitnefs to profe* 
cute fuch a matter. We find the bifhops return* 
ed before you came to London, for which we 
are very much concerned ; and judging this the 
mofl proper time to profecute it liiSK fiicoi^, wc 
intreat you to take ^ full management of % i&to 
your-hands, and do commit the care of foliciting 
it to your diligence aii4 prudence;; defiring you 
to let us kfiow^: from time to time, what progreft 
is made in it : And, if any thing farther be ne- 
celTdry on our part, on your intimation we fhall 

be 

* St Narcifliis Matib* 
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be ready to do what fhall be judged reafonable. 
This, with our prayers for you, and the good 
fiiccefs of your endeavours, is 'all from, Sir, 
your affeftionate humble fervants and brothers, 

NARCISSUS, ARMAGH. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 
" REVrSlR, Dublin, Nov. 2, I7IO4 

TH E declaration of his Grace the Duke of 
Ormond, to be our Lord Lieutenant, has 
flopped the further letters of recommendation 
defigned to be fent to you, becaufe the bifhops 
were unwilling to foiicit the affair of the firft- 
fruits and twentieth-parts^ by any other hand. I 
gave them forye account how far you had beea. 
concerned in it •, and they ordered a letter to Mr 
Southwell, to give him an account, that the 
papers were in your hands, and to defire you to 
wait on hina with them, and take your own 
meafurc' in' IMifciting the affair. I am not to 
coQceftt fi'om you, that fon^. expreffed a little 
jealoufy, that you would noi be acceptable to the 
prefent courtierlj intimating, that' you were un- 
der the reputation of being a fstvourite of the 
late party in power *. You may remember I 

afked 

♦ Df Swift recommended himself to Mr; Marley, to wham 

be applied on this occafion, by,-0|e(tin^ hunfelf repfiicated as 

"' a 
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a&ed you the queftion before you were engaged: 
in this afiair, knowing of what moment it was v 
and by the coldnefs I found in fotne, I foon "fcty 
ceived what was at the bottom. I am of opt- 
xkioo, that this conjundture of circumftances will 
oblige you to exert yourielf with mare vigour ; 
and if it fhould fucceed, you have gained your 
point ; whereas, if you fhould fail^ it would 
caufe no refledlions, that having been the fate of 
ia many before you. 

I can be very little ufeful to you at this dif- 
tancc ; but if you forefee any thing, wherein I 
may be ferviceable to the bufinefs, or yourfcif^ 
you may command, Sir, your's, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER LXXXVL 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT.- 

Rev. Sir, Duhtiny Nov, 30, 1 710. 

I RECEIVED your's of the 23d, by laft pac- 
quet. I was aware of whatT j»u pblerved,. 
when the letter to his Grace was,6gned'j jpfox it ' 
was before I recei^d your's of the i|th kiftant,, 
wherein you tel! me, that the bufinefs was in ef- 
feft donej nor. could I have any certain profpeft, 

that 

a pcrfon who had been extremely ill ufcd by the laft miniftry, , 
becaufe he would not go certain lengths which they would hate-- 
had him ; this beng in fome fort Mr Harley's own cafe. , Soft? 
this lettef Jkf Odob«r 10, BfU3* 
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that it would be done from any intimation, that 
I had before from you. You muft know, that 
this was not the only thing difpleafed me in the 
letter ; it was drawn and figncd by feme before 
I ikw it. I looked on it as a fnare laid in my 
way i nor muft you wonder, that fome are better 
at making their court than ferving the church, 
and can flatter much better than vote on the 
right fide. Thofc, that had rendered thenifelves 
juftly obnoxious, by deferting his Grace's * friends 
and intereft in notorious inflances, think they 
have falved ail by this early application, and per- 
haps it may prove fo. " . 

But if the matter be done, aflure yourfelf it 
will be known by whom and what means it was 
efteaed. 

In the mean time, God forbid you fhould 
think of flacking your endeavours to bring it to 
perfection. I am yet under an obligation not to 
fay any thing of the matter from your letter; and 
whUfl: fo, it would be hard for me . to refufe to 
fign fuch a letter as that you mention, or find a 
pretence for fo doing : But when bufinefs is 
L done, the OU^s and methods will iikewife be 
NknQirJj,*and«crcry body have their due, that 
contributed to Jt. ^ . 

I fliall reckon nothing Sone till the Queen's 
letter come here. You flilay remember how we 
were borne in hand in my Lord Pembroke*a 

timcj 

• * The Duke of Omiond, who was declared Lord Licutc- 
aant of Irclaod, Oaob€ri9, 17X0,' - •' 
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rime % that the Queen had pafled the grant, 
which, after a whole year's expeftation and fo- 
licitation, proved only a mouthful of moon- 
fhine. But if it fucceeds better now, we muft 
owe it, next to the Queen's goodnefs and boun- 
ty, to the great care of the great man to whom 
you have applied, and to your managehient. It 
is feven or eight years fince we firft attempted 
this affair, and it pafled through fevcral hands ; 
yet no progrefs was made in it, which was cer- 
tainly due to the ill methods taken to put it for- 
ward ; which, in truth, inftead of prompting, . 
obftrudled it. At the very firft motion, it was 
promifed, and in a fair way ; but the bifhops 
here, out of their abundant deference to the' 
government, made the fame wrong ftep 'they 
would have done now ; and we could never 
make the leaft progrefs fince, till now, and I 
pray God we have not put it back. again. 

You muft not imagine, that it is out of any 
dlfaffeftion to you, or any diftruft of your abi- 
lity or diligence, that the biOiops here were fo 
cold in their employing you : But they reckoned 
on party ; and though feveral knew what you 
were, yet they imagined, and fome vbuchedj 
that you were looked on at Court as engaged on 
the other fide ; and you cannot do yourfelf a 
greater fervice, than to bring this to a good ifTue, 
to their fliame and convidlion. I heartily re- 
commend you and your bufinefs to God's care. 

I am, &c. WILL. DUBLIN. 

* See vol. xlii. p. 15. and the note. 

"^ LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVir. 

E ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT# 

SIR, Dublin J Dec, 16, 1 7 10. 

■^HIS is to acknowledge the Receipt of your's 
. of the 20th inftant, which came not to 
hands till Thurfiiay laft, by reafon of winds, 
: kept the pacquets on the other fide. 

find the matter of our firft-fruits, &€• is 
ed of now. I reckon on nothing certain, till 

Majefty's letter comes in form : And, quare^ 
ly fhould you not come and bring it with 
I ? It would make you a very welcome clergy- 
1 to Ireland, and be the beft means to fatif- 
mankind how it was obtained, although I 
ik it will be out of difpute. I am very well 
irifed of the difpatch you gave this affair, and 
1 plcafed, that I judged better of the perfon 
to be employed, than fome of my brethren. 
: now 'tis done, as I hope it is, effeftually ; 
y will aflume as much as their neighbours, 
Ich 1 fhall never contradict. 
rhing^ arc taking a new turn here, as well as 
Ei-ypu ; and I am of opinion, by the time 
a come here, few wiir profefs themfelves 
ligs. The grcateft danger I apprehend, and 
Ich terrifies me more than perhaps you will 

able to imagine, is the fury and indifcrction 
Tome of our own people, who never had any 

merit. 
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merit, but by embroiling things ;, they did, and 
I am afraid will yet do mifchief. You wQl foon 
hear of a great confpiracy difcovered in the coun- 
ty of Wcftmcath. i was ufed to fo many difco- 
veries of plots in the latter end of King Charles's 
time, and the beginning of King James's, that I 
am not furprifed at this difcoveiy. I muft not 
fay any thing of it, till all the witnefles be exa- 
mined : So many as have depofed, are not dcci- 
five. The defign of it is to fhew all the gcndc- 
men of Ireland, to be a pack of defpcrate Whigs, 
ready to rife up in arms againft her Majefty for 
the old miniftry, affociating to that purpofe. 
Whether it be for the intereft of Ireland, to have 
this believed, you may judge 5 and fure there muft 
be good evidence to make any reafonable man 
believe it. Mr Higgins * has drawn up the 
narrative, and fent it to England, and will pawn 
all he is worth to make it good. I heartily re- 
commend you to God's favour, and am, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN f. 

LET. 

• " Francis Hipgins, M. A. an Irifli clergyman, extremely 
Tehemcnt againft tlie Whig party.** 

f ** The Archhifh(»p, in another letter, gives this i£ort ae- 
count of the plot : That four or five gentlemen, of £»aU for- 
tunes, are faid to hare figned an aflbciation, to fight up to the 
knees in blood agai»^ft the new miniftry. The difcorerer is 
one Langton, who Avorc to it r He was a converted prieft. Se- 
veral of the gentlemen were his parifliioners. Mr Meares, Mr 
Jones, Mr Shoain, and Capt. Newftead, are in the number. 
This informer uas a fcrvant of Mr Mcares*s, who told him, 

that 
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L E T. T E R LXXXVIIL 

TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

My Lord, Feb. lyio-ir, 

I ENVY none of the Queen's fubjedls, fo much 
as thofe who are abroad 5 and I defire to 
know, whether, as great a foul as your Lordlhip 
has, you did not obferve your mind to open and 
enlarge, after you were fome leagues at fea, and 
had left off breathing party-air. I am apt to 
think, this fchifm in politics, has cloven our un- 
derftandings, and left us but juft half the good 
fcnfe that blazed in our aftions : And we fee the 
effeft it has had upon our wit and learning, 
which are crubled into pamphlets and penny- 
papers. The OBoher Cluh^ which was in its ru- 
diments when your Lordfliip left us, is now 
grown up to be a party by itfelf, and begins to 
rail at the miniftry as much as the "Whigs do, 
but from topics diredlly contrary. I am fome- 
VoL. XIV. O times 

that Capt. Ncwftaul's Ton brought the paper or parchment con- 
taining this adbdation, as he Ulicves; for he neither fa w it, 
nor heard it read. The fcrvant, being examined, denies he ever 
faw any fuch paper, or knows any thing of it, or ever told Mr 
l^angton any fuch thing. This, with fonr.e fcditious words 
fpoken by Ibmc of thofe gentlemen at dinner, in their cups, or 
convcrfation, fo far as I can remember, is the fum of the evi- 
dence for the plot. A commiflion of oyer and terminer went 
down to the country, to find bills againd tlie gentlemen ; but 
the grand jury would not find the bills upon that evidence. 
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times talked into frights, and told that all b 
ruined ; but am immediatelj^ cured, when I fee 
any of the miniftry: Not from the fatisfadlion 
they give me in any one point, but bccaufe I 
fee them fo perfeftly eafy, and believe they could 
not be fo if they had any fear at heart. My 
comfort is, they are perfons of great abilities, 
and they arc engaged in a good caufe. And 
what is one very good circumftancc, as I told 
three of them the other day, they feem heartily 
to love one another, in fplte of the fcandal of 
the inconftancy which court-frlendJQiips lie un- 
der. And I can affirm to your Ijordfhip, they 
heartily love you too ; which I take to be a great 
deal more, than when they aflure you fo thctn- 
felves. For even ftatefmen will fometimes diC- 
cover their paflions, efpeclally their good ones. 

Here is a pamphlet come out, called, '* A 
«^ Letter to Jacob Banks /'-^fhtwingy that the li- 
berty of Sweden was deftroyed by the principle of 
paffive obedience. I know not whether his quo- 
tation be fair, but the piece is fhrewdly written y 
and, in my opinion, not to be anfwered, other- 
wife than by difclaiming that fort of paffive obe- 
dience which the Tories are charged with. This 
difpute would foon be ended, if the dunces, Who 
writ on each fide, would plainly tell us what the 
objeft of this paffive obedience is in our country. 
For, I dare fwear, nine in ten of the Whigs will 
allow it to the Legiflature, and as many of the 
Tories deny it to the Prijace alone : And I hardly 

/ever 
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ever faw a , Whig and Tory together, whom I 
could not iminediately reconcile on that articlei 
when I made them explain themfelves. 

'My Lord, the Queen knew what llie did, 
when (he fent your Lordlhip to fpur up a dull 
Northern Court : Yet, 1 confefs, 1 had rather 
have (een that aftivity of mmd and body employ- 
ed in conquering another kingdom, or the fame 
over again. I am. 

My Lord, &c» 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

DR SWIFT TO. MRS JOHNSON *. 

Feb, 9, 171 !• 

I DINED to-day with Sir Michael Dudley, 
who is newly turned out of the commiffion 
of the cuftoms. He afFefts a good heart, and 
talks in the extremity of whiggery, which was 
always his principle, tho' he was gentle a little, 
O 2 while 

♦ Mrs Johnfbn was a Lady, with whom Swift became ac- 
quainted, whUe he lived wkh tir William Temple. She was 
the daaghter of his flcward ; and when he died, he left her 
a thoiifand pounds, in conlideration of her father's faithful Icr- 
▼iccs. She was abcnit 18 when Ihc went to Ireland ; and after 
a moft intimate fri<?ndfhip of more than 16 years, fhc was, in- 
1716, married to the Dean, by Dr Alhe, then bifhop of 
Cloghcr, to whom he had been a pupil in Trinity CoUegc, 
DiidsUn, though it is not known that they ever cohabited. This, 

and 
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while he kept in employment. We can get no 
pacqucts from Holland. I have not been with 
any of the miniftry thefe two or three days. I 
keep out of their way on purpofe, for a certain 
reafon, for fome time, though I muft dine with 
the fccretary * to-morrow. The choofing of the 
company being left to me, I have engaged Lord 
Anglefey and Lord Carteret, and have promifcd 
to get three more ; but I have a-mipd, that none 
elfe fhould be admitted. However, if I like any 
body at Court to-morrow, I may perhaps invife 
tht^m. I have got another cold, but not very 
bad. 

lo. I faw Prince Eugene at Court to-day, 
very pkin. He is plaguy yellow, and literally 
ugly bcfides. The Court was very full, and 
people had their birth-day cloathsr No pacqu'ets 
from Holland yet. Here are a parcel of drun- 
ken Whiggifh l.of*ds, like your Lord Sautry, who 
come into chocolate-houfes, and rail aloud at 
the Tories, and have challenges fent theni, and 
the next morning come and beg pardon. Gene- 
ral Rofs was like to fwinge the Marquis of , 

for 

and the follouing letters, Wtc part of the journal, which* in the 
life of Swift, prefixed to BathurU's edition, he is iaid to have 
Mfittcn, and font to this.JLady every fortnight. The letten 
are addrefTcd fometimes to Mrs Johnfbn, and Sometimes to Mn 
Dingley ; and fecm to be confidcred as written, not to one, but 
both ; for they are frequently addreiFcd jointly : *« Are yoB 
<* houfewivcs ? are you readers ;*' Sec his letter to Mrs Dingley* 
dated March 22, 1711-12. 
• St Jolin. 
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for this tricky the other day j and we have no- 
thing elfe now to talk of, till the parliament has 
had another bout with the ftate of the war, as 
they intend in a few days. They have ordered 
the barrier treaty to be laid before them 5 and it 
-was talked fome time ago, as if there was a de- 
iign to impeach Lord Townfliend, who made it. 

11. I dined with Lord Anglcfey to-day, who 
had feven Iridmien to be my companions, of' 
which two only were coxcombs. One I did not 
know, and the other was young Bligh, who is a 
puppy of figure here, with a tine chariot. He 
afked me one day at Court, when I had juft been 
talking with fome Lords, who ftood near me^ 
Doftor, when fliall we fee you in the county 
of Meath ? I whifpered him to take care what 
he faid, for the people would think he was fome 
Barbarian. He never would fpeak to me fince> 
till we met to-day. I went to Lady MaQiam's 
to-night, and fat. with Lord Treafnrer, and the 
fecrctary, there, till paft two o'clock ; and when I 
came home, found fome letters from Ireland, 
which I read, but can fay nothing of them til^ 
to-morrow : It is too late. 

12. One letter was from the bifliop of Clog- 
her laft night, and the other from Walls, about 
Mrs South's falary, and his own penfion of eigh- 
teen pounds for his tythes of the park. I will do 
nothing in either. The firfl I cannot ferve in, 
and the other is a trifle ; only you may tell him 
J had his letter, and will fpeak to Ned bouth- 

O 3 "urcll 
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well about what he defires me. You fay nothing . 
of your Dean's receiving my letter. 

I find, Clements, whom I recommended to 
Lord Anglefey laft year, at Walls's defire, or 
rather the bifhop of Clogher's, is mightily in 
•Lord Anglefey's favour. You may tell the bi- 
fhop and Walls fo» I faid to Lord Anglefej^ 
that I was glad I had the good luck to recom- 
mend him, &c. 

I dined in the city with my printer, to confuk 
)vith him about fome papers Lord Treafurer 
gave me laft night, as he always does, too latew ' 
However, I will do fomething with them. My 
third cold is a little better. I never had any 
thing like it before, three colds fucceffively. 
Thre^ meflengers came from Holland to-day, ' 
and they brought over the fix pacquets that were 
due. I know not the particulars yet j for when 
I was with the fecretary at noon,, they were jttft 
opening. But one thing I find, the Dutch are 
playing us tricks, and tampering with the French; 
they are dogs ; I fhall ^now more. 

13. I dined to-day privately with my friend 
Lewis *, at his lodgings, to confult about fome 
obfervations on the barrier treaty. Our news 
from Holland is not good. The French raife 
difficulties, and make fuch offers to the allies, as 
cannot be accepted ; and the Dutch are uneaiy, 
that we are like to get any thing for ourfelves ; 
and the Whigs are glad at all this. I came home 

earljsi 

♦ Erafmus I^cwis, fecretary to Lord Oxford. 
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early, and have been very bufy three or four 
hours. I had a letter from Dr Pratt to-day by 
a private hand^ recommending the bearer to me 
for fomething that I fhall not trouble myfelf 
about. Wefley writ to recommend the fame 
fellow to me. His expreffion is, that hearing I 
am acquainted with my Lord Treafurer, he de- 
fires I would do fo and fo. A matter of nothings 
What puppies are nwnkind ? I hope I fhall be 
wifer when I have once done with Courts. I 
think you have not troubled me much with your 
recommendations. I would do you iii the fer- 
vice I could. 

14. Our fociety dined to day at Mr Secre- 
tary's houfe. I went there at four ; but hearing 
the Houfe of Commons would fit late upon the 
barrier treaty, I went for an hour to Kenfing- 
ton, to fee Lord Mafliam's children. My young 
nephew *, his fon of fix months old, has got a 
fwelling in his neck. I feai- it is the evil. We 
did not go to dinner till eight at night, and I left 
them at ten. The Commons have been very 
fevere on the barrier treaty, as you will find by 
their votes. A Whig member took out the 
Condu5i of the Allies f , and read that paflage ^- 
bout the fucceflion with great refentment ; but 
none feconded him. The church party carried 
every vote by a great majority. The Archbiihop 

of 

♦ Lord Mafham was probably one of the fixtecn brothers ; 
which accounts for Swift's calling his fon nephew. Sec the note 
on a letter from Lord Hat ley, dated July 17, 1 714.' 

f A pamphlet written by the Dean. See his works. 
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of Dublin is fo railed at, by all who come from 
Ireland, that I can defend him no longer. Lord 
Anglcfey affiired me, that the (lory of applying 
Pifo out of 1 acitus, to Lord Trcafurcr being 
wounded, is true *. I believe the Duke of Beau- • 
fort will be admitted to our fociety f next meet- 
ing. To-day I publifhed the Fable of AfiJas, a 
poem, printed in a loofe half-fheet. I know not 
how it will take ; but it paffed wonderfully at our 
fociety to-night. Mr Secretary read it before me 
the other night, to Lord 'IVeafurer, at Lord 
Maihani'gg, where they equally approve of it.' 
Tell me how it paffcs with you r I think this 
paper is larger than ordinary ; for here is a fix 
days'journal, and no nearer the bottom. 1 fear 
thefe journals are very dull. 

15. Mr Lewis and I dined, by invitation, with 
% Scotch acquaintance, after I had been very buff 
in my chamber, till two in the afternoon. iAj 
third cold is now very troubkfome on my breaft, 
cfpecially in the morning. This is a great re- 
volution in my health 5 colds never ufed to re- 
turn fo foon with me, or laft fo long. It is very 
furprifing the news this day : The Dauphin and 
Dauphinefs both dying within fix days. * They 
fay the old King is almoft heart-broke : He has 
had prodigious mortifications in his family. The 
Dauphin has left two little fons, of four and two 

years 

• For an account of the Treafurer^s being wounded, fee a 
letter from the Archbifhcp of Dublin, dated March 17, I71«>fc 
and note. 

f The {bacty of fix teen, called Srothrs, 
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years old Tthe tided is fick. There is a foolilh 
ftory got about town, that Lord Strafford, one 
of our plenipotentiaries, is in the intereds of 
France : And it has been a good while fald, that 
Lord Privy Seal * and he do not agree very well i 
they are both long prafiifed in bufinefs, but nei- 
ther of them of much parts. Strafford hath fome 
life and fpirit ; but is infinitely proud, and wholly 
iHiterate. 

16. I dined to-day in the city with my printer, 
to finifli fomething I am doing about the barrier 
Waty ; but itis»not quite done f. I went this 
evening to Lord Mafliam's, where Lord Treafu- 
rer fat with us till paft twelve. The Lords have 
voted an addrefs to the Queen, to tell her, they 
are not fatisfied with the King of France's of- 
fers. The Whigs brought it in of a fuddenj 
tqd the Court could not prevent it, and there- 
fore did not oppofe it. The Houfe of Lords 
U too ftrong in Whigs, notwithftanding the new 
creation : For they are very diligent, and the 
Tories as lazy. The iiJe that is down, hath al- 
ways moft induftry. The Whigs intended to 
have made a vote, that would refledb on Lord 
Treafurcr ; but their projedt was not ripe. 

1 7. The Court was mighty full to-day, and has 
been fo thefc many Sundays ; but the Queen was 
not at chapel. She has got a little fit of the gout 

in 

♦ Dr John Robinfon, bllhop of Briftol. He was fworn Lord 
Privy Seal, Sept. 3, 1711. 

f It was publidied under the title of, " Remarks on the ^ar« 
jrier Treaty." See Bathurirs edition, o^vo, vol. ix. 
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in her foot. The good of going to Court Is^ 
that one fees all one's acquaintance, whom other- 
wife I fhould hardly meet twice a-yoyr. Prince 
Eugene dines with the Secretary to-day, with a- 
bout feven or eight general officers, or fgreign 
minifters. They will be all drunk, 1 am furc. I 
never was in company with this Prince. I have 
propofed to fome Lords, that we fhould have a 
fober meal with him ; but I cannot compafs it. 
It is come over in the Dutch news-prints, that I 
was arretted on an adlion of 20,000 1. by the Duke 
of Marlborbugh. I did not like my Court invita- 
tions to-day ; fo Sir Andrew Four^taine and { 
went and dined with Mrs VanTiomrigh f . I came 
home at fix, and have been very bufy till this mi- 
nute, and it is paft tivelve. We reckon the Dau- 
phin's death will fet forward the peace a good deaL 
1 &. Lewis had Guifcard's pidlure ; he bought 
' It, and offered it to Lord Treafurer, who promil^ 
ed to fend for it, but never did ; fo I made Lewis 
give It me, and I have it in my room 5 and now 
Lord Treafurer fays, he will take it from me. 
Is that fair ? He defigns to have it a^ length, in 
the cloaths he wore when he did the aftion, and 
a penknife in his hand. Kneller is to copy it 
from this that I have. I intended to dined with 
Lord Treafurer to-day, but he has put me off tiH 

to- 
rn 

f The mother of Vanefla. See an account of her in Swift's 
life, and the vcrles called Cadenus and VanciTa. Sec alfo the 
note prefixed to the Dean's Letters to Mils Vanhomrigh, in tbi& 
CoUedtion. 
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-morrow ; fo I dined with Lord Dupplin. 
ou know Lord Dupplin very well; he is a bro- 
cr of the fociety *. Well, but I have received 
letter from the Bifhop of Clogher, to folicit 
I affair for him with Lord Treafurer, and with 
c Parliament, which I will do as foon as fly« I 
Q not near fo keen about other people's affairs, 

you ufed to reproach me. It was a judgment , 

1 me. I doubt you have been in paip about the 
port of my being arrefted. The pamphleteers 
ive let me alone this month, which i^ a great 
3ndcr ; only the third part of the An£wer to the 
7ndu&, which is lately come out. Ijiid I tell - X^fV 
>u of it befbre ? The Houfe of Commons goes •^ 

1, in mauling the latc^miniftry, atid their pro- 
edings. 

19. I dined with Lord Trcafurer to-day, and 
t with him till ten in fpite of my teeth, though '^ 
J printer waited for me to correft a iheet. I 
Id him of four lilies I writ, extempore y with 
y pencil, on a bit of paper, in his houfe, while 
I lay wounded. Some of the fervants, I fup- 
>fc, made wafte paper of them, and he never 
;ard of them. They were infcribed to Mr Har* 
y*s phyficians, thus : 

On Britain Europe's fafety lies 5 « 

Britain is loft, if Harley dies : 
Parley depends upon your Ikill : 
Think what you fave, or what you kilL 

I 

• The fodcty of Sixteen. 
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I propofcd that feme company fhould dine 
with him on the eighth of March, which was 
the day he was wounded ; but he fays, he defigns 
that the Lords of the Cabinet, wjio then fat with 
^him, fhould dine that day with him :. However, 
; he has invited me to dinner. I am not yet rid 
of my cold ; it plagues me in the morning chiefly. 

20. After waiting to catch -the Secretary co- 
ming out from Sir Thomas Hanmer, for two 
hours, in vain, about fome bufinefs, I went into 
the city%) my printer, to correct fome fheets of 
the barrier treaty, and remarks, which muft be 

. ■• finiflied to-morrow. I have been hourly bufy, 

*>• for fome days paft, with this, and fome other 

things ; and I wanted fome very necefliary papers, 
which the fecretary was to give me, and the 
pamphlet muft not be publiflied without them ; 
* but they are all bufy too. Sir Thomas Hanmer is 
chairman of the committee for drawing up a rc- 
prefentation of the ftate of the nation to the 
Queen, where all the wrong fteps of the allies, 
and the late miniftry about the war, will be men- 
tioned.. The fecretary, I fuppofe, was helping 
him about it to-day ; I believe it will be a pep- 
pcrer. 

21. I have been fix hours to-day, morning, 
writing nineteen pages of a letter to Lord Trea- 
furer, about forming a fociety or academy, to 
corre<fl: and fix the Englifh language. Is Englifh 
a fpeech, or a language ? It will not be above- five 
or fix more. I will fend it him to-nK)rrow, and 

{ will 
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11 print it, if he defires me *. I dined, you 
low, with our fociety to-day ; Thurfday is our 
y. We had a new member admitted ; it was 
e Duke of Beaufort. We were thirteen met : 
•other Orrtiond^ was not there ; but fent his ex- 
fe, that Prince Eugene dined with him. I left 
em at feven, being engaged to go to Sir Tho- ' 
IS Hanmer, who defircd I would fee him at 
at how. His hu^nefs was, that I would f 
►en Ibp ihainm itaoi dsroanws ubpl tohne sroe 
(oraenlie p not las toi qobn, which Ptonfented 

do j but do not know whether I fhail fucceed, 
caufe it is a little out of my way : However I P'*-- 
ive taken my fhare. . * 

22. I finiihed the reft of my letter to Lord 
'cafurer to-day, and fent it to him about one 
rlock;- and then dined privately >yith my friend 
r Lewis, to talk over fome 'ai^irs of moment^ 
lave gotten the i-3th volume of Rymer's CoHcc- 
>n of the Records of the Tower for the Univer- 
Y of Dublin $. I will write to the Provoft, to 
iow how I ihall fend them to him ; no, I won't, 
r I will bring them myfelf among my own 
•oks. 1 was with Hanmer this morning, and 
ere was the Secretary, and Chancellor of the 

the Exchequer (|, very bufy with him, laying 
Vol. XIV. P tfieir 

' It is printed in his works. 

• Thus dccyphcrcd, ** help him to draw up the rcprcfen- 

See a letter from Lady Elizabeth Germain to Dr Swift, 
cd November 7, 1734. andsnotc. 
I Robert Bcnfon, Efq; afterwards created Lord Bingley. 
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their heads together about the reprcfentatian. 
I went to Lord Mafliam's to-night %, and Lady 
Mafham made me read her a pretty twopenny 
pamphlet, called the St Alban's Ghoft ||. I 
thought I had writ it myfelf 5 fo did they ; but I 
did not. Lord Treafurer came down to us from 
tha Queen, and we ftaycd till two o'clock. This 
is the beft night place I have. The ufual com- 
pany are Lord and Lady Malham, Lord Treafu-' 
rer, Dr Arbuthnot, and I ; fometimes the Se- 
cretary J, and fometimes Mrs Hill of the bed- 
chamber^ Lady Mafham's lifter. 

23. I have no news to tell you this laft day, 
nor do I know where I (hall dine. 1 hear the 
fecretary is a little out of order ; perhaps I may 
dine there, perhaps not. I fent Hanmer what 
he wanted from me. I know not how he will 
. approve of it. I was to do more of the fame fort. 
On Tuefday it will be four weeks iince I had your 
,laft, No. 26. This day fe'nnight I expedt one, 
for that will be fomething more than a full 
month. Farewell. 

\ Tt fhould be laft night, for this appears to have been writ- 
ten after two o'clock in the morning. 

jl The title is, The Story of St Alban's Ghoft, or. The Appa- 
rition of Mother Haggy, collcftcd from the beft manufcripu. 

§ Mr St John. 
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LETTER XC. 
T H E S A M E. 

London^ Feb, 23, l 711-12* 

AFTER. having difpofed my la-'- letter in 
the poft-office, 1 nm now to begin this, 
with telling yojii, that I dined with the fccretary 
to-day, wJio is much out of order with a cold^ 
and feverifh ; yet he went with the Cabinet 
Council to-night at fix, again ft my will. The 
fccretary is much the greateft commoner in Eng- 
land, and turns the whole Parliament, who caa 
do nothing without him ; and if he lives, and has 
health, will, 1 believe, be one day at the head of 
affairs. I have told him fometimes, that if I were 
a dozen years younger, I would cultivate his fa- 
vour, and truft my fortune with his. But what' 
care you for all this ? I am forry, when I came 
firft acquainted with this miniftry, that I did not 
fend ybu their names and charadlers, and then 
you would have relifhed what I would have writ, 
efpecially if I had let you into the particulars of 
affairs : But enough of this. 

24. I went early this morning to the fecretary, 
who is not yet well. Sir Thomas Hanmer, and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, came while I 
was there, and he would not let me ftir ; fo I did 
not go to church, but was bufy with them till 
ooon, ^bout the affair I told you in my laft. The 
P 2 ^ othei; 
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other two went away, and I dined with the fc- 
crctaiy,. and found my head very much out of 
order, hut no abfoUite fit ; and I have not been 
well all this day. It has fhook me. a little. I 
fometimes fit up very late at Lord Mafham's, and 
have writ much for feveral days pafi: : But I will 
amend both ; for I have now very little bufincfs> 
and hope I fhall have no more. I am rcfolved to 
be a great rider this Summer in Ireland. I was to 
fee Mr Wefley this evening, who has been fome- 
what better for this month pad, and talks of re- 
turning to Bath in a few weeks. Our peace goes 
on but flovvly ; the Dutch are playihg tricks, and 
we do not pufli it as ftrongly as we ought. The 
fiiult ot our Court is delay, of which the Queen 
has a great deal ; and Lord Treafurer is not with- 
out his fliare. But pray let us know a little of 
your life and converfation. Do you play at om- 
bre, or vifit the DeaH, and Goody Walls's, and 
Stoyte's, and Manley's, as ufual ? I muft have a 
letter from you. Let me know what you do ? Is 
my aunt alive yet ? Oh, pray* now I think of it, 
be fo kind to fi:ep to my aunt, aftd take notice of 
my great-grand-father's pidVure ; you know he 
has a ring on his finger, with a feal of an anchor 
and dolphin about it; but I think there rs, befides, 
at the bottom of the pidlure, the fame coat of 
arms quartered with another, which, I fuppofe, 
was my great-grand-mother's. If this be fo, it 
is a flronger argument than the feal. And pray 
fee whether you think that coat of arms was 

drawn 
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^rawn at the lame time with the pi6lure, or whe- 
ther it be of a later hand ; and afk my aunt ^hat 
flie knows about it. But perhaps there is no fuch 
coat of arms on the piclure, and I only dreamed. 
it; My reafon is, becaufe I would afk fome he- 
rald here, whether 1 fhould chufc that coat, or 
one in Guillim's large folio of heraldry, where 
my uncle Godwin is named with another coat o£ 
arms, of three ftags. This is fad ftuff to write. 
25. I was this morning again with the fecreta- 
ry, ami we were two hours bufy ; and then went 
together to the Park; Hyde Park, I mean ; and 
he walked to^cure his cold, and we were looking 
at two Arabian horfes, fent fome time ago to 
Lord Treafurer* The Duke of Marlborough's. 
coach overtook us, with his Grace, and Lord 
Godolphin in it ; but they did not fee us, to our 
great fatisfadlion ; for neither of us defired that 
cither of thofe two Lords (hould fee us together. 
There was half a dozen ladies riding like cavaliers 
to take the air. My head is better to-day. I 
dined with the fecretary ;, but we did no bufinefs. 
after dinner, and at fix, I waU:ed into the fields ; 
and then I went to vifit Percival and his family, 
whom I had feen but once, fince they came to. 
town. They are going to Bath next month. 
Countefs Doll of Meath * is fuch an owl, that 
wherever I vifit, people are afking me, whether 

♦ * Porothy, daughter to James Stopford, Efq ; and fecond; 

* wife of Edward. Brabazon, EatlofMcath, who died aid Fa- 

* bruary 170.8, without ifluc* 
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I know fuch an Irifli Lady, and her figure, and 
thcr foppery ? I came home early, and have been 
amufing myfelf with looking into one of the vo- 
lumes of Rymer's Records of the Tower, and am 
mighty eafy to- think I have no urgent bufinefs 
upon my hands. My third cold is not yet oflF; 
fometimes I cough, and am not right with it in 
the morning. Did I tell you, that I believe it is 
Lady Mafham's hot rooms that gave it me ? I 
never knew fuch a ftove ; and. in my confcience, 
I believe both my Lord and fhe, my Lord Trea- 
furer, Mr Secretary, and myfelf, have all fuffer- 
cd by it. "We have all had colds together, but I 
walk home on foot. 

26. I was again bufy with the fecretary. We 
read over fomc papers, and did a good deal 
of bufinefs. 1 dined with him, and we were 
to do more bufinefs after dinner ; but after 
dinner, is after dinner ; an old faying, and a 
true, much drinking, little thinking. We had 
company with us, and nothing could be done. I 
am to go there to-morrow. I have now nothing 
to do ; and the Parliament, by the Queen^s -re- 
commendation, is to take fome method for pre- 
venting libels, i^c. which will include paijiphlcts, 
I fuppofe. I do not know what method they will 
take, but it comes on in a day or two. To-day, 
in the morning, I vifited upwards ; firft I faw the 
Duke of Ormond below flairs, and gave him joy 
of his being declared General in Flanders 5 then 
1 went up one pair of ^airs, and fat with the 
Duchefs J then I went up another pair of ftairs, 

and 
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and paid a vifit to Lady Betty ; and defired her 
woman to go up to the garret, that I might pafs 
half an hour with her ; but (he was young and 
handfome, and would not. The Duke is our 
prefident this week, and I have befpoke a fmall 
dinner on purpofc, for good example. 

27. I was again with the fccretary this morn- 
ing ; but we only read over fome papers with Sir 
Thomas Hanmer : Then I called at Lord Trea- 
. furer's ; it was his levee-day, but I went up to his 
bed-chamber, and faid what I had to fay. I came 
down, and peeped in at the chamber,, where a 
a hundred faol» were* waiting, and two ftreets 
were fiill of coaches. I dined in the city with my 
printer *, and came back at fix to Lord Trea- 
iurer, who had invited me to dinner, but I re- 
fufed him. I fat there an hour or two, and then 
went to Lord Mafham's. They were all abroad ; 
fo truly I came home, and read whatever fluff 
was next me. I can fit and be idle now, which 
I have not been above a year paft. However, I 
will ftay out the Seflion, or fee if they have any 
farther commands for me, and that, I fuppofe, 
will end in April. But I may go fomewhat before, 
for I hope all will be ended by then, and we fhall 
have either a certain peace, or a certain war. The 
miniftry is continuing new funds for money by 
lotteries ; and we go on as if the war were to 
continue 5 but I believe it will not. 

28.1 

• This printer was John Barber, afterwards Alderman, and 
Liord Mayor of London, 
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28. I have been packing up fome books in a 
great box I have bought, and muft buy another 
for cloaths and luggage. This is.a beginning to- 
wards a removal. I have fent to Holland for a do- 
zen fhirts, and defign to buy another new gowa 
and hat. I have writ this night to the Provoft. 
Our focicty met to-day as ufual, and tvc were 
fourteen, befides the Earl of Arran, whom his 
brother, the Duke of Ormond, brought among us 
againfl all order. We were mightily Ihocked ; but 
after fome whifpers, it ended in chufing Lord 
Arran one of our fociety ; which I oppbfcd to his 
face, but it was carried by all the reft againft me. 

29. This is Leap year, and this ts Leap day i 
Prince George was born on this day. People arc 
miftaken ; and fome here think it is St DavkiV 
day, but they do not underftand the virtue of Leap 
year. I have nothing to do now, boys, and have 
been reading all this day like grumdragon ; and 
yet I was di£lating fome trifles this morning to a 
printer. I dined with a friend hard by, and the 
weather was fo difcoi r iging, I could not walk. 
1 came home early, and have read two hutidred 
pages of Arian *. Alexander the Great is juft 
dead. I do not think he was poifoned : Betwixt 
you and me, all thofe are but idle ftories. It is 
certain, that neither Ptolomy, nor Ariflrobulus, 
thought fo, and they Were both with him when 
he died. It is a pity we have not their hiftories* 

The 

• * The Greek Hiftorian, who writ ikc Life of AlcxandcB 
* the Great/ 
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The bijl for limiting members of parliament to 
have but fo many places, paft the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and will pafs the Houfe of Lords, in fpitc 
of the miniftry ; which you know is a great lef- 
fening of the Queen's power. Four of the new 
Lords voted againft the Court, in this point: It is 
cei'tainly a good bill, in the reign of an ill Prince ; 
bm I think things are not fettled enough for it 
at prefent, and the Court may want a majority at 
a pinch. 

March I. I went into the city, to enquire 
after poor Stratford, who has put himfelf a 
prifoncr into the Queen*s-Bench, for which his 
friends blame him very much, becauft his credi- 
tors dcfigned to be very eafy with him. He 
grafped at two many things together, and tjiat 
vas his ruin. There is one circumftance relative 
to Lieutenant General Meredith, that is very 
melancholy : Meredith was turned out of all his 
employments laft year, and had about io,oool. 
left to live on. Stratford, upon friendlhip, de- 
fired he might have the management of it for 
Meredith, to put it into the funds and flocks for 
the beft advantage ; and now he has loft it all. 
You have heard me often talk of Stratford ; we 
were glals fellows, at fchool, and univerfity. I 
dined with fome merchants, his friends, to-day, 
and they faid they expetSled his breaking this 
good while. I gave him notice of a treaty of 
peace while, it was a fecret, of which he might 
have made good ufc, but that helped to ruin 

him J 
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hiqoi ; for he gave money, reckoning there would 
be aftually a peace for this time, and confequent- 
ly ftocks to rife high. Ford narrow,ly efcaped 
lofing 500I. by him, and fo did I too. 

2. Morning. 1 was wakened at three this 
morning, my man and the people of the houfe 
telling me of a great fire in the Hay-market. I 
•flept again; and two hours after, my man .came 
in again, and told me it was my poor brother Sir 
WilHam Windham's * houfe that is burned f ; 
and that two maids, leaping'out of an upper room 
to avoid the fire, fell both on their heads, one of 
them upon the iron-fpikes before the door, and 
both lay dead in the ftreets. It is fuppofed to 
have been fome carelefTnefs of one or both thofe 
maids. The Duke of (irmond was there, help- 
ing to put out the fire. Brother Windham gave 
6000I. but a few months ago for that houfe, as 
he told me, and it was very richly furnifhed. I 
ihall know more particulars at night. He mar- 
ried Lady Catharine Seymour, the Duke of 
Somerfet's daughter ; you know her, I believe. . 

At night. Sir William Windham'is young 
child efcaped very narrowly; Lady Catharine 
efcaped barefoot ; they all went to Northum- 
berland 

♦ Windham was a brother of the fociety. 

f It is not much to Swift*^s credit, that he wept quietly to 
deep, after he had been told there was a great fire in the Hay- 
Market, where he knew a friend had a houfe and family ; yet 
he had a quick knd ftrong {cnfe ©f the calamities of others. 
See his letter to Mrs Dingley, of November, 15, and December 
XS, 17IZ. 
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berland houfe. Mr Bridges houfe at next door 
is damaged much, and was like to beborned. 
Windham has loft above io,oool. by this acci- 
<lent; his Lady, above loool. worth of cloaths. 
He was not at Court to-day. I dined with Lord 
Mafliam. The Queen was not at church. 

3. Pray tell Walls, that 1 fpoke to the Duke 
of Ormond and Mr Southwell about his friend's 
affair, who I find needeth not me for a fo- 
licitor ; for they both told me the thing would 
be done. I likewife mentioned his own affair 
to Mr Southwell-, and I hope that will be done 
too; for Southwell feems to think it reafona- 
ble, and I will mind him of it again. Tell him 
this nakedly. You need not know the parti- 
culars. They are fecrets ; one of -them is about 
Mrs South having a penfion 5 the other about 
his falary from the government, for the tythes of 
the park, that lies in his parifh, to be j)ut upon 
the eftablifliment. I dined in the city with my 
printer, with whom I had fome fmall affair. I 
liave no large work on my hands now. I was 
with Lord Treafurer this morning ; and dined 
1J?ith the Dean. Monday is parfon's holiday. 

4. I fat to-day with poor Mrs Wefley, who 
made me dine with her. She is much better 
than (he was. I heartily pray for her health, 
and out of the entire love I bear to her worthy 
bufband. This day hath paffed very infignifi^ant- 
ly. But it is a great comfort to me now, that 
I can come home and read, and have nothing 

upon 



l8o D E A N S W I F T*s 

^iBpOB my hands to write. I was at Lord Ma* 
{ham's to-night, and ftayed there till one. Lord 
Treafurcr was there ; but I thought he looked 
melancholy, juft as he did at the beginning of the 
feffion, and he was not fo merry as ufual _Iil 
ftiort, the majority in the Houfe of Lords is a 
very weak one. He has much ado, to keep it 
up ; and he is not able to make thofe removes 
he would, and oblige his friends ; and 1 dpubt^ 
too, he does not take care enough about it, or 
rather cannot do all himfelf, and will not employ 
others, which is his great fault, as I have often 
told you. 

5. I wifh yon a merry Lent. I hate Lent, Ifll 
hate diflFcrent diets, and furmity and butter, and 1 
herb porridge ; and the four devout faca of 
people, who only put on religion for feven li^eeks. 
I was at the fecrctary's office this morning 5 and 
there a gentleman brought me two letters, dated 
laft Oftober •, one from the bifliop of Clogher, 
the other from Walls. The gentleman is called 
Colonel Newburgh. I think you mentioned hira 
to me lb me time ago. He has bufinefs in the 
Houfe of Lords. 1 will do him what fervice I 

. can. The reprefentation of the Houfe of Com-- 
mons is printed : I have not feen it yet j it is 
plai^uy fevere, they fay. I dined with Dr Ar- 
but .not, and had a true Lenten dinner, not in 
point of vidluals, but fpleen ; for his wife and a 
child or two were fick Jn the houfe, and that 
was full as mortifying as fi(h. Wc have had 
I mighty 
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mighty 'fine cold frofty weather for fome di^t 
paft. r hope you take the advantage of it, atid 
walk now and then. You never anfwer that 

firt of my letters, where 1 defirc you to walk. 
rriuft keep my breath, to cool my Lenten por- 
ridge. 

6. I hear Mr Prior has fuffered by Stratford^s 
breaking. I was yefterday to fee Prior, who is 
not well, and I thought he looked melancholy. 
He can ill afford to lofe money. I walked be- 
fore dinner in the Mall, a good while, with Lord 
Arran and Lord Dupplin, two of my brothers ; 
and then we went to dinner, where the Duke 
6f Beaufort was our prefident. We were but 
^yen to-day. 

We are now in all nine Lords, and ten Com- 
m0|icrs. The Duke of Beaufort had the confi- 
dence to propofe his brother-in-law, the Earl of 
Darby, to be a member; but I oppofed it fo warm- 
ly, that it was waved. Darby is not above twen- 
ty^ and we will have no more boys, and we w!knt 
but two to make up our nuniber. I ftayed till 
eight, and then we all went away foherly. The 
"Dtike of Ormond's treat lafl: week coft 2ol. 
though it was only four dilhes, and four with- 
out a defert ; and I befpoke it in order to be 
cheap, yet I could not prevail to change the 
the houfe. Lord Maiham made me go home 
with him, to eat boiled oyfters. Take oyfters, 
wafh them clean ; that is, wafli their fhells 
clean ; then put your oyfters intb an earthen 
VoL-XIV. Q^ pot, 
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pot, with their hollow fides down, then put this 
; pot covered into a great kettle with water, and 
fo let them boil. Your oyftei^ are boiled thus 
in their own liqour, and not mixed with water- 
Lord Treafurer was not with us -y he was verjP* 
ill to-day with a fwimming in the head, and is 
gone to be cupped, and fent to defirc Lady Ma- 
Iham to excufe him to the Queen. 

7. I was to-day at the Houfe of Lords, about 
a friend's bill. Then I crofs'd the water at We» 
minder ftairs to Southwark, went through St 
George's Fields to the Mint, which is the domi- 
nion of the King's Bench prifon, where Strat- 
ford lodges in a blind alley, and writ to me to 
conie to him, but he was gone to the Change. I 
thought he had fomething to fay to me aboU!(fliis 
own affairs. I found him at his ufual coffiw- 
houfe, and went to his old lodgings, and dibed 
with him and his wife, and other company. 
His bufinefs was only to defire I would intercede 
wi^ the miniftry about his brother-in-law, Ben- 
jamin Burton, of Dublin, the banker, who is 
like to come into trouble, as we hear, about 
fprcading falfe Whiggifh news. Mrs Stratford 
tells me, her hufband's creditors have confented 
to give him liberty to get up his' debts abroad ; 
and flie hopes he will p.iy them all. He was 
chearfuller than I have feen him this great while, 
I have walked much to-day. 

8. This day twelve months Mr Harley was 
.ftabbed *. He is ill, and takes phyfic to-day, I 

hear^ 

* See the next letter, and note on paragraph dated 13. ^ 
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hear, ('db new morning) and cannot have the 
, Cabinet CauncH with him, asi he intended, nop 
ine to fay grace. I am going to fee him. Pray 
r^ad the reprtfentation, it is the fineft that ever 
was writ. ■ Some of it is my ftile ; but not very 
much. This is the day of the Queen's acceffion 
to the' Crown, fo that it is a great day. I am 
going to Court, and will dine with Lord Ma- 
fram ; but I muft go this moment to the fccre- 
tary, about fome bufinefs ; fo I will feal up this,, 
and put it in the poft. Farewell.. 



LETTER XCr. 
T H E S A M E. 

London y March 8, lyii-ia^ 

I Carried my forty-fecond letter in my poc- 
■ ket till evening, and then put it in the ge- 
neral-poft. I went in the morning to fee Lord 
Treafurer, who had taken phyfic, and was drink- 
ing his broth. I had been with the fecretary be^ 
fore, to recommend a friend, one Dr Friend, 
to be phyfician-genei'al ; and the fecretary pro- 
mifed to mention it to the Queen. I can ferve 
every body but myfelf. Then I went to Court, 
and carried Lord Keeper and the Secretary to 
dine with Lord Mafliam, when we drank the 
.Queen and Lord Treafurer with every health, 
becaufc this was the day of his ftabbing. Then 
0^2- I 
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I went and played at piquet with Xiady MaQiatn 
and Mrs Hill ; won ten fhillings, gave a crown 
to the box, and came home. Did I tell you of 
a race of rakes, called the Mohocks, that play thq 
devil about this town every night, flit people's 
nofes, and beat them f 

9* I was at Court to-day, and nobody invit- 
ed me to dinner, except one or two, whom I 
did not care to dine with ; fo I dined vnth. Mrs 
Vanhomrigh, Young Davenant was telling us, 
how he was fet upon by the Mohocks, and how 
they ran his chair through with a fword. It is 
not fafe being in the ftreets at night. The bi- 
fhop of Salifoury'a fon * is faid to be of the gang. 
They are all Whigs. A great Lady fent to mc, 
to fpeak to her father, and to Lord Treafurcr, 
*to have a care of them, and to be careful lifcc- 
wife of myfelf} for (he heaid they had mali- 
cious intentions againft the miniilry, and their 
friends. I know not whether there be any .thing 
in this, though others are of the fame opinion. 
The weather ftil^ continues very fair, and frofty. 
I walked in the 'Park this evening, and came 
home early, to avoid the Mohocks. Lord Trea* 
furer is better. 

lo. I went this morning again to Lord Trea- 
furer, who is quite recovered ; and I ftayed till 
he went out. I dined with a friend in the city, 
about a little bufinefs of printing •, but not my 

own. 

♦ * Thomas then at the Temple, afterwards cortTiil at L.iA>oo, 
• and at laft one of the Jufticcs of the King's Bench.* 



CORRESPONDENCE. V85 

f)wn. You muift buy a fmall two-penny jam- 
phlet, called, " Law is a Bottomlefs Pit *.** It 
is very prettily written, and there will be a fecond 
part. The Commons are very flow in bringing 
in their bill to limit the prefs, and the pamphle- 
teers make good ufe of their time; for there 
come out three or four every day. 

11. I-ord Treafurer has lent the long letter I 
writ him, to Prior f ; and I can't get Prior to re- 
turn it. I want to have it printed, and to make 
up this academy for the improvement of our lan- 
guage. 1 dined 'privately with my friend Lewis, 
and then went to fee Ned Southwell, and talked 
with him, about WuIL>' bufinefs and Mrs South's. 
The latter will be done ; but his own not. South- 
well, tells me, that it muft be laid before Lord 
Treafurer, and the nature of it explained, and a. 
great deal of clutter, which is not worth the 
while ; and may be Lord Treafurer won't do it 
at laft^ and it is, as Walls fiiys himfelf, not above 
forty (hillings a-year difference. 

12. There is the devil and all to do with thefe 
Mohocks. Grubftreet papers about them fly 
like lightning, and a lift printed of near eighty 
put into feveral prifons, and all a lie ; and 1 be- 
gin almoft to think there is no truth, or very 
little, in the whole (lory. He that abufed Da- 
venant, was a drunken gentleman, none of that 

0^3 'gang*, 

• Or, " The Hiftory of John Bull," written by Dr Arbuth.- 
nott, but printed with Swift's works. » 

f Concerning the Englifli language.. 
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gang. My man tells me, that <J5ic of the tedgcrs 
heard in a coffee-houfe, publicly, that one de- 
fign of the Mohocks was upon me, if they could 
catch me ; and, though I believe nothing of it, 
I forbear walking late, and they have put me to 
the charge of fome fhillings already. I dined to- 
day with Lord Ti-eafurer, and two gentlemen of 
the Highlands of Scotland j yet very polite men. 
I fat there till nine, and then went to Lord Ma- 
fham's, where Lord Treafurer followed mc, and 
we fat till twelve ; and I came home in a chair, 
for fear of the Mohocks ; and I have given him 
warning of it too. Little Harrifon, whom I 
fent to Holland, is now aftually made Queen's 
fecretary at the Hague. It will be in the Ga- 
zette to-morrow. It is worth One thoufand two 
hundred pounds a-year *. 

Here is a young fellow, who has writ fome 
fea-eclogues, poems of mermen, refembling pa- 
ftorals of fhepherds, and they are very pretty* 
The thought is ^lew ; mermen are he-mermaids, 
tritons, natives of the fea. Do yoti underftand 
me ? I think to recommend him to our fociety 
to-morrow. His name is Diaper f . P — on 
him f I muft do fomething for him, and get 
him out of the way. I hate to have any new 
wits rife ; but, wlien they do rife, I would en- 
courage 

♦ Sec a letter from tins Gentleman to the Dean, dated De- 
cember 1 6, 171a. 
f John Diaper, educated at BalioJ College, Oxford. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 187 

courage them : They tread on our heels^ and 
thruft us off the ftage. 

13. You would laugh to fee our printer con- 
ftandjr attending our fociety after dinner, and 
bringing us whatever new thing he has printed, 
.which he feldom fails to do. Lord Lanfdown, 
one of our fociety, was offended ac a paffage in 
this day'-s Examiner, which, he thinks, reflefts 
on him, as I believe it does, though in a mighty 
civil way. It is only that * his underlings cheat ; 
but that he is a v^ry fine gentleman every way, &c. 

Lord 

• In the Examiner, Vol. III. No. 15, from Tuefday March 6, 
to *Tuerday March 13, 1711, was publiflied the following let- 
ter, addrefled^to the Examiner: . 

' « I R, . 

YOU hdve been fo taken np with cenfuring the corruptions 
of the adverfe party, that you fccm to have wanted either 
time or difpofition, to take notice of thofc among your own ! 
which, though not fo flagrant, or univerfal, do daily produce 
very pernicious confequences. I know a certain perfon in em- 
ployment, who, bcfides tlie firmnefs of his principles, in re- 
ff>c€t to the pliant proceedings of the Court, is a man of un- 
doubted honour and virtue, of admirable fenfe and learning, 
and every way qualified for the execution of any office. I am 
convinced, as much as it is pofOble to be of any truth, that no 
bribe whatfoever can corrupt his integrity, or fway him in 
the lead to zCt agiainft his opinion ; being jufl and liberal in his 
nature, and eafy in his fortune : Yet fo it happens, that there 
arcno where greater or grofler abufes, no where more bribery 
and oppreffion, than what are praftifed by thofe who are em- 
ployed under him. The worft of it is, that thefc mifchiefs arc 
the accidental effefts of this perfon's good qualities, whofc fpi- 
rit being above any fordid aims of his own, can never be brought" 
to fufpcft them in thofe, whom he hath thought fit to truft. 

This 
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Lord Orrery vras prefident to-day ; but both oinr 
Dukes were aWent. Brother Windham recom— 
mended Diaper to the fociety. I believe we (hall 
make a contribution among ourfelvcs, which I 
don't like. Lord Treafiirer has yet done no- 
thing for us ; but we (hall try him foon. The 
company parted early 5 but Friend, and Prior, 
and F, fat a-while longer, and reformed the ftatc,, 
and found fault with the nliniftry. Prior hates 
his commiffion of the cuftoms, becaufe it fpoils 
his wit. He fays he dreams of nothing but cot* 
kets and dockets, and draw-backs, and other 
jargon words of the cuftom-houfe. Our good 
weather went away yefterday, and the nights are 
now dark, and I came home before ten. 

14. t 

This candid difpofition not only nnqualifies him from fufped- 
ing any abufes in his officers ; but likcwife from admitting or 
believing whatever complaints arc made againd them. By this 
means, the pubh'c is wholly difappointed of aU the good effeAs 
It might hope, from a worthy man being in employment. The 
chief underlings, by oppreffing not only thole, 'who apply to 
them for bufinefs, but their own inferiors inP^ office, grow to 
much greater riches than their maftcr; and it is an aggravation, 
that.fince the public muft be defrauded, the profit fhould accrue 
to thofe who leaft dcftrrve it. I hope all thofc who are in high 
ftation, if ti.ey chance to read this paper, will from hence take 
the hint, to examine, amongft their dependents, by what means 
fome of them have come, in fo Ihort a time, to fuch prodigious 
wealth ! and thereupon proceed to punifh thofc crimes, from 
• which themfelves are fo exempt. I therefore deHre you will' 
be pleafed to print this letter in your next paper, if you think 
it deferves that honour, and give the public and mc your opiniofti 
in the matter. 

1 am, with much refpe£V, Sir, 

Your moft humble fciraot. . 
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14. I have been plagued this morning with 
Solicitors, and with -nobody more than my bro- 
ther Dr Friend, who muft need? have me get 
old Dr^ Laurence, the phyfician -general, turned 
Out, and himftlf in. He has argued with me 
fo long upon the reafonablenefs of it, that I am 
fully convinced it is vex-y unreafonable i and fo I 
would tell the fecrcttiry, if 1 had not already 
made him fpeak to the Queen. Befides, I know 
not but my friend, Dr Arbuthnott, would be 
content to have it himfelf, and I love him ten 
times better than Friend. What's all this to 
you ? but I muft talk of things as they happen 
in the day, whether you know any thing of them 
or not. I dined in the city, and, coming b^k, 
one parfon Richardfon *, of Ireland, overtook 
me. He was here laft Summer, upon a projeft 
of converting the Irifli, and printing Bibles, &c% 
in that language^ and is now returned to pur* 

. fuc 

• John Richardibn, a clergyman of Ireland, who, in 1 71 1, 
publilhed at Dnbltn, in quarto, ** A propofal for the Conver- 
fion of the Popifli Natives of Ireland, to the Eftabliflicd Rcligron: 
With the Reafons upon wh'cb it is grounded, and an Anfwer 
to the Objeftions made to it.*' And in 1713, he publifhed, at 
London, in o£tavo, " A ihort Hiftory of the Attempts that 
have been made, to convert the Popifh Natives of Ireland to 
thcEftabiilhed Religion : With a propofal for their Converfion, 
and a Vindication of ArchUilbop Uiher's Opinion concerning 
the Performance of Divine Offices, to them, in their own lan- 
guage. The fecond Edition, with Additions.** — In the title- 
page, the author ftiles himfelf JEleftor of Annalt, alias Bclturbet, 
ia the diocefc of Kilmore in Ireland, and Chaplwn to his Grace 
the Dukfi of Ormond and the Lord BiQiop of Clogher. 



I J. Ihad intended to be early witli tJ 
tary this morning, when my man adm 
ftairSi one Mr Newcomb, an ofiicer, who 
me a letter from the bifhop of Clogh( 
four lines added by Mrs Afhe, all ab 
Newcomb. I think, indeed, his cafe 
but God knows whether I fhall be at 
him any fervice. People will not und 
I am a very good fecond, but I care n 
gin a recommendation, unlefs it be f< 
timate friend. However, I will do wh 
I miffed the fecretary, and then walked 
fea, to dine with the dean of Chrift-c] 
who was engaged to Lord Orrery, wi 
other Chrift-church men. He made mc 
him, whether I would or no 5 for they I 
long time, admitted me a Chrift-chun 
Lord Orrery, generally every Winter, 
old acquaintance of that college a dinner 
were nine clergymen at table, and four 
The dean and I foon left them ; and, afi 
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ley do thofe on foot. They think there is fomc 
lifchievous defign in thofe villains. Several of 
lem. Lord Treafurer told me, are adtually ta- 
cnup. I heard at dinner, that one • of them 
fas killed laft night. We ihall know more in a 
trie time. 

i6. This morning, at the fccretery's, I met 
kn. Rofs, and recommended Newcomtfs cafe to 
lim, who promifes tojoin me in working up the 
)uke of Ormond to do fomething for him, 
jord Winchelfea told me to-day at Court, that 
wo of the Mohocks caught a maid of old Lady 
finchelfea's, at the door of their houfe in the" 
'ark, with a candle, as ihc had juft lighted out 
bmcbody. They cut her face, and beat her 
ritfiout any provocation. I hear my friend 
[/wis has got a Mohock in one of the meflen- 
|er*s hands. The Queen was at church to-day, 
>ut was carried in an 'open chair. She has got 
nugly cough, as Arbuthnott her phyfician fays, 
dined with Crow, late governor of Barbadots ; 
a acquaintance of Sterne's. After dinner, I 
(ked him, whether he had heard of Sterne ? 
lere he is, faid he, at the door in a coach j 
nd in came Sterne. He has been here this week, 
ie is buying a captainfhip, in his coufin Sterne's 
egiment. He told me, he left Jemmy Leigh 
laying at cards with you. He is to give eight 
lUndred guineas for his commiffion. 

17. Dr Sacheverel came this morning, to give- 
QC thanka for getting his brother an employment. 

It 



AiLti&w hAAvrwtc: 



I fhould be his folicitor to the prefent n 
when I jeft Ireland. This is the feventt 
now provided for fince ^I^ame, and can 
thing for myfelf. I don't care ; I Ihall I. 

* niftries, and other people, obliged to me, 
is a coxcomb, and the other is not ver 

, and their judgment, in things of wit an 
is miraculous. The fecond part* of Li 
Bottomlefs Pity is juft now printed, and 1 
think, than the firfl. 

18. There is a proclamation out aga 
Mohocks. One of thofe that are tak 
baronet. I dined with poor Mrs Weil< 
is returning to the Bath. I walked this 
in the. Park, and met Prior, who made 
home with him, where I ftayed till paft 
and could not get a coach, and was alo 
was afraid enough of the Mohocks. I w 
no more, though I got home fafe. Pri( 
were talking difcontentedlyttf fome manat 
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the Enult be in hiniy or the Queen, I know not | 
I doubt in both. I wifh you good luck at oinbre 
ikh the dean. 

i^ Newcomb came to me this morning, and 

I went to the Duke of Ormond to fpeak for him ; 

bat the Duke was juft going out to take the 

oiths for General. The Duke of Shrewfbury 

b to be Lord Lieutenapt of Ireland. I walked 

hnk Domville and Ford to Kenfington, whera 

B dinedj and it coft me above a crown. I 

^|ki't liKe it, as my man iaid. I faw there Lord 

Malham's children. The youngeft, my nephew, 

I fear has got the king's evil ; the other two 

ire daughters of three and fbur years old. It 

iru very windy walking. The gardens there ire . 

mighty fine. I paf]&d the evening at Lord Ma- 

ftam's, with Lord Treafurer and Arbuthnott, as 

fiiiial, and we {laid liU pail one ; but I had my 

man to come with me, and at home I found 

4itc letters ; one from one Fetherfton, a par- 

fcn, with a pofMcript of Tindall's to recommend 

fcira. And Fethcrfon, whom I never faw, has 

been fo kind as to give me a letter of attorney, 

to recover a debt for him : Another from Lord 

Abercorn, to get htin the dukedom of Chatelle- 

tiift from, the king of France ; in which I will 

tfo what I can, for his pretcnfions are very juft : 

The third froili you. It is a great air this of 

ptting a dukedom from the king of France ; 

Init it is only to fpeak to the fecretary, and get 

Ae Duke of .Ormond to engage in it, and men- 

VoL. XIV. R uoxv 
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tion the cafe to Lord Treafurer, &c. and this I 
fhalldo. * 

20. I was with the Duke of Ormond. tW 
ciorning, about Lord Abercorn, Dr Friend, and 
Newcomb ; fome will do, and fomc will not do. 
The Duke of Shrewfbury is certainly to be your 
governor. I will go in a day or two, and give 
the Duchefs joy, and recommend the Archbiihop 
of Dublin to her* I writ to the Archbifhop fomc ^ 
months ago, that it would be fo ; and told hin\,, 
I would fpeak a good word for him to the Du^i 
chefs ; and he fays he has a great refpedt for her, 
&c. I made our fociety change their houfe, and 
we met to-day at the Star and Garter in the Pall- 
mall. Lord Arran was prefident. The other 
dog was fo extravagant in his bills, that, for four 

"diflies, and four, firft and fecond courfe, with- 
out wine or defert, he charged twenty-one pounds, 
fix {hillings, and eightpence, to the Duke of Or- 
mond. We defign, when all have been prefidents 
this turn, to turn it into a reckoning of fo much 
a head ; but we Ihall break up when the Seffioa 
ends. 

21. I am not Dean of Wells, nor know any 
think of being fo ; nor is there any thing in the 
ftory ; and that's enough. It was not Roper fcnt 
that news ; Roper is my humble flave. I will 
bring over all the little papers I can think on.' I 
thought I fent you by Leigh, all that were good 
at that time. The author of the Sea Eclogues 
fent books to the fociety yefterday, and we gave 

him 
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kirn guineas a-piece ; and may be, will do further 
for him. So the bifliop of Clogher, and lady, 
vcre your guefls for a night or two. The Seflion, 
I doubt, will not be over till the end of April ; 
however, I fhall not wait for it, if the miniftry 
will let me go fooner. I wifli I were juft now in 
my little garden at Laracor. I would fet out for 
Dublin, and bring you an account of my young 
trees. I will do what you defire me for Tifdallj^ 
when I next fee Lord Anglefey.- 



LETTER XCIL 

TO MRS DINGLE Y. 

London^ March 22, 1711-12. 

UG L y, nafty weather. I dined with a 
friend, and went to fee Lord Treafurer ; 
but he had people with him I idid hot know \ fo 
I went to i^ady Mafliam, and loft a crown with 
her at piquet, and then fat with Lord Mafham, 
and Lord Treafurer, &c. till piift one ; but I had 
my man with me to come home. Our Mohocks 
are all vanifhed ; however, I fhall take care of 
my perfon. 

23. I was this morning, before church, with 
the fecretaryi about Lord Abercorn's bufinefs, and 
fome others j my foliciting feafon is come, and 
will laft as long as the Seflion. I went late to 
Court| and the company was almoft gone. The 
R 2 Court 
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Court fcrvcs me for a coffee-houfi? ; once t wccfc 
I meet an acqtiaintance there, that I {hould not 
otherwife fee in a quarter. There is a flying res- 
port, that the French have offered a ceflation of 
arms, and to give us Dunkirk, and the Dutch 
Namure, for fccurity, till the peace is made. The 
Duke of Ormond, they fay, goes in a week. 
Abundance of his equipage is ah^eady gone. His 
friends are afraid the expence of this employment 
will ruin him, fince he muft krfc the government 
of Ireland. I dined privately with a friend, and 
refufed all dinners offered me at Court ; which, 
however, were but two, and I did iK)t like either. 
Did I tell you of a fcoundrel about the Court, 
that fells employments to ignorant people, and 
cheats them of their money ? He lately made a 
. bargain for the vice-chamberlain's place, for feven 
thoufand pounds, and had received fome guineas 
carneft ; but the whole thing was difcovered the 
other day, and examinations taken of it by Lord 
Dartmouth, and I hope he will be fwingcd. The 
vice-chamberlain told me fcveral particulars of it 
laft night, at Lord Mafham's. 

24. This morning I recommended Newcomb 
again to the Duke of Ormond, atid left Dick^ 
Stewart to do it farther. Then I went to vifit the 
Duchefs of Hamilton, who was not awake. So 
I went to the Duchefs of Shrewfbury, and fat an 
hour at her toilet. 1 talked to her about the 
Duke's being Lord Lieutenant. She faid flic 
knew nothing of it j but I rallied her out of that, 

and 
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ft&d fhe zvfoives not co ftaf behiod the Duk^. I 
iQtcnd <o recommend the bifliop of Cloghcr to 
h^r for aui acquaintance. He will iiipe her very 
well : She is, indeed, a moft agreeable woman^ 
Afid a great favourite of mine. I know not whe- 
ther the ladies in Irdand will Kke her. I was at 
the Court of Re^^uefts, to get fome Loi*ds to be at 
ft coifimktee to-morrow, about a friend-^ bill : 
And then the Duke of Beaufort gave me a poe^i^ 
finely bound, in folio, printed at Stamford, and 
writ by a country Tqulre. Lord Exeter dedred 
the Duke to give it to tlic Queen, becaufe the 
author is his friend; but the Duke deHred I 
would let him know whether it was good for any 
thiflj;. I brought it home, and will return it to- 
morrow, as the duUeft thing I ever re^dj and 
advife the Duke not to prefent it. I dined with 
Domvilie, at his lodgings, by invitation. He goes. 
. in a few days for Ireland. 

25. 'Hiere is a mighty feaft at a Tory Sheriff's 
to-day, jii the city ; twelve hundred dilhes of 
meat. About five Lords, and feveral hundred. 
Gentlemen will be there, and give four or five 
guineas a-pkce, according to cuftom. Dr Cog- 
h'Al and I dined, by invitaJtion^ at Mrs Van's *p 
It has rained or mizzled all day, as my pockets 
fed. There are two new Anfwers come out to 
^ie ConduB of the Allies. The laft year's Exami- 
ners, printed together in a fmall volume, go off 
but flowly. The printer overprinted himfblf by; 
R 3 at 



We had a terrible -fire laft night, in 
lanei or thereabouts, and three or foui 
deftroyed. One of the maids of honour 
imall-pox, but the bed is, fhe can lofe no 
and we have one new handfome maid of '. 
2(5. I forgot to tell you, that on Sun< 
about feven at night, it lightned above fif 
as I walked the Mall, which I think is ex 
nary at this time of the year, and the 
was very hot. Had you any thing of 
Dublin ? I intended to dine with Lord T: 
to-day, but Lord Manfel, and Mr Lewij 
me dine with them at Eat Mulgrave's. N 
don't know who Kit Mufgrave * is^ T 
of the French defiring a ceilation of ai^i 
was but town-talk. We fhall know in 
days, as I am told, whether there will be 
or no- The Duke of Ormond will go in 
for Flanders, they fay. Our Mohocks go 
and cut people's faces every night ; but the 
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tween a cow and a Chriftian. I ought to wifli 
you, yefterday, a happy new-year. You know 
the twenty-fifth of March, is the firft day of the 
year, and now you mufl leave off cards, and put 
out your fire. Til put out mine, the firft of 
April, cold or not cold. I believe I fhall lofe cre- 
dit with you, by not coming over at the beginning 
of April ; but I hoped this Seffions would be end- 
ed, and I muft fiay till then ; yet I would fain be 
at the beginning of my willows growing. Perci- 
val tells me, that the quickfets upon the flat in the 
garden, do not grow fo well as thofe famous ones 
on the ditch. They want digging about them. 
The cherry-trees, by the river fide, my heart is 
fet upon. 

2^• Society day, you know : I fuppofe Dr Ar- 
buthnott was prefident. His dinner was drefied 
in the Queen's kitchen, was mighty fine. We 
eat it at Ozinda's coffee-houfe, juft by St James's, 
We were never merrier, nor better company, and 
did not part till after eleven. I did not fummons 
Lord Lanfdown : He and I are fallen out. There 
was fomething in an Examiner * a fortnight ago, 
that, he thought, refleAed on the abufes in his 
effice, (he is fecretary at war), and he writ to the 
iecretary, that he heard I had inferted that parar 
graph. This I refented highly, that he fliould 
complain of me before he fpoke to me. I fent 
him a peppering letter, and would not fummon 
him by a note, as I did the reft ; nor ever will 

have 
. • That of March 13, 17x1. mentioned in a formcrnote. 
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have any tfaiog to faj to him, till he begs m 
don. 1 net Lord Trcaforer to-day, at 
Mafham's* He would £iia have carried me 
to dinner. No, no ; what, upon a fbciay 

aS. I was with my friend Lewu to-da} 
ting maceriab for a iitdc mifchief ; and I 
with Lord rrcifurer, and three or four i 
I never iaw before. I left them at fevei 
came home, and have been writing to the 
bifhop of Dublio, and coufin Deane, in i 
to one of hif of four months ftanding, 
Ipied bf chance among my papers^ Dom 
going to Ireland ; be came here thi» moro 
take leave of me, but I (hall dine with h 
morrow. Does the biihop of Cloghcr t 
coming for England this Summer i i think 
Molefworth told me fo about two month 
The weather u bad again ; rainy, and ver 
thb evening. Do you know what the 
tude is ? A projeftor has been applying 
fdf to me, to recommend him to the niii 
becaufe he pretends to have found out th 
gitude. However, I will gravely hear wl 
fays, and difcovcr him a knave, or a fool. 

29. I am plagued with a pain in my ihoi 
i believe it is rheumatic"; I will do fomethii 

•t tn^nufht. Mr T^wi« onA T A\n^A rvU 
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rater, till I am well. The weather is abomina* 

bi^ cold and wet. I have put flannel to mj 

flioolder, and rubbed it with Hungary water* 

It is hard. I never would drink any wine, if 

it were not for my head, and drinking has given 

me this pain. I will try abftemioufnefs for a 

while. You muft know I hate pab, as the old 

woman (kid.. My flefh fucks up Hungary water 

nrely. My man is an aukward rafcal, and 

Bakes me peevtfli. Do you know, that the 

(xher day he was forced to beg my pardon, that 

he could not Chave my head, his hand fhook fo ?« 

He is drunk every day, and I defign to turn him 

off as Toon as ever I get to Ireland. 

30. I was not able to go to church or Court 
to-day. The pain has left my fhoulder, and 
crept to my neck and collar-bone. Dogs gnaw- 
ing. I went in a chair at two, and dined with 
Mrs Van, where I could be eafy, and came back 
at feven. It has rained terribly hard all day long, 
aad it is extremely cold. I am very uneafy, and 
have cruel twinges every moment. 

31. jfprii I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. All thcfe days 
I have been extremely ill, though I twice craw- 
led out a vireek ago, though very weak. The 
pam increafes, with mighty violence, in my left 
flioulder and collar-bone, and that fide my neck. 
On Thurfday morning appeared great red fpots^ 
m all thole places where my pain was, which was 
fo violent, that I had not a minute's eafe, nor 
hardly a minute's fleep, in three days and nights. 

The 
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The fpots incr^afed every day, and red little 
pimples, which are now grown white, and full 
of corruption, though fmall. The red ftill con- 
tinues too, and mod prodigious hot and in- 
flamed. The difeafe is the fhingles. I eat no- 
thing but water-gruel ; am very weak 5 but out 
of all violent pain. The doftor fays, it would 
have ended in fonie violent difeafe, if it had 
had not come out thuS. I fball now recover faft* 
I have been in no danger of life, but miferable 
torture. So adieu. The next letter will not be 
in the old order of journal, till I have done with 
phyflc. 



LETTER XCin. 

MR NELSON TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, AJb-Wednefday^ Ffb. 22, 1710-II. 

I Beg leave to put you in mind of the infcrip- 
tion, which you are to prepare for the Earl 
of Berkeley's monument. My Lady Dowager 
has determined to have it in Latin ; fo that I 
hope you want no farther direftions towards the 
finifhing of it. The workman calls upon me for 
it, which is the reafon of this trouble given you, 
by, Rev. Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

. ROBERT NELSON. 

H. S* E* 
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H. S. E. 

Carplus comes de Berkeley, vicecomcs dc Du- 
refley, baro Berkeley de caftro de Berkeley, do- 
xninus Moubray, Segrave, et Bruce ; dominus 
locum tcnens comitatus Gloceftriae; civitatis Glo- 
ceftxise fenefchallus ; guardianiis de fbrefta dc 
Dean 5 cuftos rotulorum comitatus de Surrey 5 
ct Reginae Annae a fecretioribus confiliis. Ub 
€dem fpeftatam, linguarum peritiam ct pmden- 
dam, a Rege Gulielmo III. legatus ct plenipoten- 
tiarus ad ordines Fosderati Belgii per qui n que 
annos arduis reipublicae negotiis feliciter invigi- 
lavit. Ob qu« merita ab eodem rege (vivante 
adhuc patre) in magnatum numerum adfcriptus 
ct confiliarius a fecretis faftus 5 et ad Hiberniam 
fccundus^ inter tres fummos jufticiarios miflbs ; 
denique legatus extraordinarius defignatus ad 
Turcarum imperium 5 et poftea, regnante Anna, 
ad Caefarum ablegatus ; quae munia ingravefcente 
val^tudiiie et feneftute oKre nequiit. 

Natus Londini, 1649. 

Obiit, 1 7 10. 

JEtatis 62* 

LET. 
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LETTER XCIV. 

tOR THE REV. DR SWIFT, BISHOP OIj 
DEAN OFj &C. 

S I Ri Vienna^ April 1 8, I 

I HAVE often, with pleafure, refleaedi 
the glorious poifibilitics of tlie Englifh 
ftitution ; but 1 muft apply to politics a Fr 
expreffion, appropriated by them to bea 
There is a (je ae f^ai quoi) amongft us, ^ 
makes us troublefome with our learning, 
greeable with our wit, poor with our wc 
and iniignificant with our power. 

I could never defpife any body for what 
have not, and am only provoked when they j 
not the right ufe of what they have. This i 
greateft mortification,. to know the advaa 
we have by art and nature, and fee them <i 
pointed by ^If-conceit and faction* Whai 
tience could bear the difappointment of a 
fcheme by the Oftober Club ? 

I have with great uneafinefs received impe 
accounts of difagreement amongfl ourfelves. 
party we have to ftruggle with, has ftrengt 
nough to require our united endeavours, 
ihould not attack their firm body, like Hu 
Let the viftory be fecure, before we quarrc 
the fpoils ; let it be confidered, whether 
yoke were eafy, or their burthen light. "W 
I 
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ft there ever be in St Stephen's chapel, a ma- 
ty either of knaves or fools ? 
Jut ferioufly I have long apprehended the ef- 
s of that nniverfal corruption, which has 
0: improved with fo much care, and has fo 
rd us for the tyranny defigned, that we are 
WD) I feai", iafenfible of flavery, and almoH: 
worthy of liberty. 

rhe gentlemen, who give you no other fatiC- 
ion in politics, than the appearances of eaie 
. mirth, I wifli I could partake with thenr in 
ir good humour ; but Tockay itfclf has no 
ft upon me, while I fee affairs fo unfettled, 
don fo ftrongy and credit fo weak; and all 
7ices abroad, under the trueft difficulties, by 
b mifcarriages, and prefent want of money; 

we are told here, that in the midft of viftory, 
liers are given to found a parly, I will not fay 
jtreat. Give me leave to tell the churchmen, 
re is not in * * * * *. 
i* have rid the refty horfe you fay they gave 
, in ploughed landsi, till 1 have made him 
le. I wifh they manage the dull jades as well 
[lome, and get them forward either with whip 
fpur. I depend much upon the three you 
ntion ; if they remember me with kindnefs, 
im their's, by two the ftrongeft ties, I love 
m, and hate their enemies. 
f et you feem to wifli me other work. It is 
le the ftatefmen employ me in my own trade, ^ 
: their's. If they have nothing elfe for me to 

Vol. XIV. S fubdue. 
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fubdue, let me command againft that rank w^ig« 
gilh puppet-fhew. Thofe junto pigmies, if no^ 
deftroyed, will grow up to giants. Tell St John, 
he muft find me work, in the old world, or the 
new. 

I find Mr Harley forgets to make mention of 
the moft important part of my letter to him ; 
which was, to let him know that I expedled im- 
mediately, for one Dr Swift, a lean biflioprick, or 
fat deanry. If you happen to meet that gentle- 
man »at dinner, tell, him, that he has a friend out 
of the way of doing him good, but that he would, 
if he could, whofc name is PETERROROW. 



L E T T E R XCV. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO ftR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ April 19, 1711, 

I HAD the favour of your's of the lothjiPD- 
ftant 5 by which I underftand how mucfi I 
am obliged to you, for the juftice you did me as 
to the report, you let me know was about to be 
printed in the Poft-boy, relating to Mr Harley. 

I think there is no man in this kingdom, on 
which fuch a report could be fixed with lefs 
colour of truth, having been noted for the parti- 
cular regard I have always had for him. I have 
fuffered in fome cafes too, for my zeal to defend 
him in the worft of times 5 for I confefs I never 

couldj 
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could, with patience, bear the treatment he met 
with in Gregg's affair *• The truth is, when I 
received the^ news of this laft barbarous attempt 
made on him, I with indignation infuhed fome, 
with whom I ufed to difpute about the former 
cafe ; and afked them, whether they would now 
AifpeA, that he was in the confpiracy to ftab 
himfelf ? The turn they gave it, was what I wrote 
to you, that they imagined he might be in it 
notwithflanding that ; and that his dilcovering 
Guifcard, and preiEng fo hard on the examina- 
tion, was the thing that provoked the man to 
fuch a degree of rage, as appeared in that vil- 
lainous aft. And they inftanced the ftory of Rfo 
in Tacitus, and the paffage of Rufus. I know 
very well, that they did not believe themfelves ; 
and, amongft other things, I applied that pajQage 
of Hudibras, He that beats out his brains ^ &c. f . I 
believe I have told this paffage to feveral, as an 
exj^nple to fhew into what abfurdities the power 
of prejudice, malice and fadtion, will lead fome 
men, I hope with good effeftj and added, as 
S 2 feveral 

* William Gregg was an under-clerk to Mr Secretary Harley 
in 1708, and was det?£led in a treafonable correfpondence. 
When he was indited, he pleaded guilty ; which gave ©ccafion 
to Mr Harley*s enemies to infinuate, that he was privy to 
Gregg's practices, and had, hy aflurances of /pardon, prevailed 
«poD him to plead guilty, in order to prevent the examination 
of witncflcs. When Gregg Was at length executed, he left a 
paper behind him, in which Mr Harley was fully and particu- 
larly juftificdr 

•)■ But he that daihes out his brains, 
Th« dcviVs in him, if he ftigns. 
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fevcral gentlemen that heard me can witnefi,. 
that it was a ftrange thing, that Mr Harlcy 
Ihould difcover Gregg, and have him hanged, 
and yet be fufpefted to be partaker of his crime ; 
but altogether unaccountable, that in a caufe 
wherein his life was fo barbaroufly ftruck at, it 
was a thoufand to one if he efcapcd, hefliould he 
ftill under the fufpicion of being a party with hU 
murtherer ; fo that I could never iiji^i^ine, that 
;iny one (hould report, that I fpoke my awn 
fenfe, in a matter, wherein I expreffed fp gre^t 
an abhorrence, both of the jEiifl^ and the vile 
comment made upon it. 

As to any fpe^ch at tjie meeting pf tjhe clergyi 
or any reprimand given me by ^ny perfon p.n tlys 
account, it is all, afTure yourfelf, p.yre iq^i^ej^tJioA^ 

I am fenfible of the .favpur ypu did ipe, i.qi 
preventing the publifhing of fuch a f^lfe repoi^^ 
and am moft thankful to Mr Sqcretsiry ,St Jpha 
for flopping it. I have not the hpaour to 1^ 
known to him, otherwise I would give him. t^e 
trouble of a particular acknowledgement. As tq 
Mr Harley, I have had the happinefs to have foinc 
knowledge of him, and received fome obliga-i 
tions from him, particularly on the account of 
luy Aft of Parliament, that I obtained for the 
reflitution of Scatown to the fee of Dublin. I 
always had a great honour for him, and expefted 
great good from his known abilities, and zeal 
for the common intereft : And as I believe, he. 
was the principal inftrumcnt of fettling things, 
on the prcfent foot j fo I believe ^every one, that 

wiflieth 
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wiflieth well to thefe kingdoms, is fatisfied, that 
there is not any man, whofe death would be a 
greater lofs to the public, than his. The ma- 
nagement of this parliament has, if not recon- 
ciled his worfl enemies to him, at lead filenced 
them i and 'tis generally believed, that his mif- 
fortmie h^s much. retarded public affairs. 

I partly can guefs, who writ the letter you' 
mention : It muft be one of two or three, whofe 
bufinefs it is to invent a lie, and throw dirt, ever 
fince I was obliged by my duty to call them to 
account for their negligence and ill pra«5lices; 
they have publiflied and difperfed feveral libel- 
lous prints againd me, in one of which I marked 
forty-three downright falfehoods in matters of 
fadl. In another, it is true, there was only one 
fuch ; the whole and every part of it, from be* 
ginning to end, being pure invention and falfe- 
hood. But, to my comfort, they are defpifed by 
all good men, and I like myfelf nothing lefs for 
Mng the objeft of their hate. You will excufe 
this long letter, and I hope I may by next apprifq 
you with fomething of confequence. In the 
mean time, I heartily recommend you, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN,. 

I held my vifitation on 
the 9th inftant, where you 
were excufcd as abfent on 
the public bufinefs of th^ 
church *• 

S3 LET^ 

• l>f Swift had then two livings in Ireland, . Laracor andi 
Bathbe^^in, both in the diocefe of Meath. . 
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LETTER XCVL 

TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW* 

Mt Lord, May 4, I7ir. 

I HAVE had the honour of your Lordfhip's 
letter ; and, by the firft lines of it, have made 
, a difcovery, that your Lordfhip is come into the 
world about eighteen hundred years too late, and 
was born about half a dozen degrees too far to 
the North, to employ that public virtue I always 
heard you did poflefs ; which is now wholly ufe- 
lefs, and which thofe very few that have it, arc 
forced to lay afide, when they would have bufi- 
nefs fucceed. 

Is it not fome comfort, my Lord, that you 
meet with the fame degenera(;y of manners, and 
the fame negledl of the public, among the lio- 
neft Germans, tho', in the philofopher's phrafe, 
differently modified ? and I hope, at leaft, we 
have one advantage, to be more polite in our" 
corruptions than they. ' 

Our divifions run farther than perhaps your 
Lordfhip's intelligence hath yet informed you of; 
that is, a triumvirate of our friends whom I have 
mentioned to you : 1 have told them more than 
once, upon occafion, that all my hope of their 
fuccefs depended on their union 5 that I faw 
they loved one another, and hoped they would 
continue it, to remove that fcandal of incon- 
ftancy afcribed to court friendfhips. I am not 
now fo fecure. I care not to fay more on fuch 

a 
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a fubjeft, and even this is entre nous. My credit 
is not of a fize to do any fervice on fuch an oc- 
caiion : But, as little as it is, I am fo ill a politi- 
cian, that I will venture the lofs of it to prevent 
this mifchief; the confequences of which I am 
as gOod a judge of as any minifter of ftate^ and 
perhaps a better, becaufe I am not one. 

When you writ your letter, you had not heard 
of Guifcard's attempt on Mr Harley : Suppofing 
you know all the circumftances, 1 Ihall not de*- 
fcant upon it. We believe Mr Harley will foott 
be Treafurer, and be of the Houfe of Peers 5 
and then we imagine the Court will begin to 
deal out employments, for which every Odlober 
member is a candidate •, and confequently nine in 
ten muft be difappointed, the e&ft of which we 
may find in the next Seffion. Mr Harley was 
yefterday to open to the Houfe, the ways he has 
thought of, to raife funds for the fecuring the 
unprovided debts of the nation, and we are all 
impatient to know what his propofals are. 

As to. the imperfect account you fay you have 
received of difagreement among ourfclves, your 
Lordfhip knows, that the names of Whig and 
Tory have quite altered their meanings, AU " 
who were for turning out the late miniftry, we 
now generally call Tories 5 and, in that fenfe, I 
think it plain, that there are among the Tories^ 
three different interefts. One of thofe, I mean 
the miniftry, who agree with your Lordlhip and 
me, in a fteady management for purfuing the 
trpe intereft of the nation j another is^ that of 

warmer 
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warmer headsj as the October Club, and their ad- 
herents without doors ; and a third is, I fear, 
of thofe who, as your Lordihip exprefles it, 
would found a parly, and who would make fair 
weather in cafe of a change, and fome of thefe 
laft are not inconiidemble. 

Nothing can be more obliging than your Lordr 
fhip's remembering to mention me in your letters 
to Mr parley and Mr St John, when you are in 
the midd of fuch great affairs. I doubt I fhall 
want fuch an advocate as your Lord(hip : For, 
J believe, every man who has modefty or merit,, 
is but an ill one for himfelf. I defire but the 
fmalleft of thofe titles you give me on the outfide 
c^ your letter. My ambition is to live in Eng- 
land, and with a competency to fupport me with 
honour. The miniftry know by this time whe-- 
ther I am worth keeping ; and it is eafier to pro- 
vide for ten men in the church, than one in a 
civil employment. 

But I renounce England and deanries, without 
a promife from your Lordfhip, under your own 
hand and feal, that I fhall have liberty to attend 
you whenever I pleafe. I forefee we (hall have a 
peace next year, by the fame fagacity tliat I have 
often forefeen when I was young. I muft leave 
the town in a week, becaufe my money is. gone, 
and I can borrow no more. Peace will bring 
your Lordfhip home ; arid we muft have you to- 
adorn your country, when you Ihall be no longec 
wanted to defend it. I am. 

My Lorj>9 &c 

LET- 
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LETTER XCVII. 

TO MR SECR E.T ARY ST JOHN*. 

S ^ R, Chel/eoy May 11, 171 1. 

BEiNG convinced, by certain ominous pro- 
gnoflics, that my life is too fhort to permit 
ic the honour of ever dining another Saturday 
rith Sir Simqn Hardcourt, knight, or Robert Har- 
5y fifqj I beg I may take the laft farewell of thofe 
w^o gentlemen to-morrow. I made this requeft 
n Saturday laft, unfortunately after you were 
one; and t^ey, like great ftatcfmen, pretended 
[ley ^p^^d do nothing in it without your con- 
mt ; particularly, my Lord-Keeper, as a lawyerj 
aifed innumerable difficulties, although I fub- 
aitted to aUow yo|^ an hour's whifpering before 
[inner, and an hour after. My Lord Rivers 
Qould not oSer one word in my behalf, pretend- 
ig he himfelf was but a tolerated perfon. The 
[ccper alledged you could do nothing but when 
II three were capitularly met, as if you could 
iCver open but like a pariih-cheft, with the three 
:eys together. It grieves me to fee the prefent 
ainiftry thus confederated to pull down my great 
pirit. Pray, Sir, find an expedient. Finding ex- 
(cdients, is the bufinefs of fecretaries of ftate. I 
rill yield to any reafonable conditions, not belov 
ay dignity. I will not find fault with the vie* 

tuals \ 
* Afterwards Lord Bolingbrokc. 
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tuals.; I will reftore the water-glafs .that t ftrfi^ 
and folicit for my Lord-Keeper's falary. And, 
Sir, to (hew you I am not a perfon to be fafely 
injured, if you dare refufe me juftice in this 
point, I will appear before you in a pudding- 
flccve gown, 1 will difparagc your fnuff, write 
^ lampoon upon Nably Car, dme with yon upon 
a foreign poft-day ; nay, I will read verfes in 
your prefence, until you fnatch theni out of my 
hands. Therefore, pray, Sir, take pity upon mc 
and yourfelf ; and believe me to be, with great 
refpca. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, and 

moft humble fervant^ 



LETTER XC VHL 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT;. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ May 15, 171 1. 

IH A D the favour of your's of the loth in- 
ftant, by the laft pacquets ; and cannot re- 
turn you fufficient acknowledgment, for your kind 
and prudent management of that aSair, fo much 
to my advantage. I confefs that I did not much 
fear, that fuch a vile report would do me any 
great injury with Mr Harley ; for J wa^perfuad- 
ed he is too wife, to believe fuch an incredible 
ftory* But the publifhing it to the world, might 

have 
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lia^e; influenced fome to my difadvantage ; and 
no .man can be well pleafed, to be the fubjcdl of 
a libel, though it often happens to.be the fate of 
honefl men. 

I doubt not but you will hear of an unlucky 
conteft in the city of Dublin, about their mayor. 
You may remember, (I think, whilft you were 
here,^ ^at is, in 1709), Alderman Conftantine, 
by a cabal, for fo I muft call it, loft his election ; 
and a junior alderman, one Forreft, was elected 
mayor for the enfuing year. Conftantine peti- 
tioned the Council Board, not to approve the 
eleftion ; for you muft know, by the new rules, 
fettled in purfuance of an Adl of Parliament for 
the better regulation of corporations, their chief 
officers muft be approved of by the Governor 
and Council after they are elected, before they can 
enter into any of their refpedlive offices ; and, if_ 
not approved of in ten days, the corporation that 
chofe them, muft go to a new election. Now, 
Alderman Conftantine, upon the corporation's 
return of Forreft, complained of it as wrong, and 
deftred to be heard by counfel ; but my Lord 
Wharton, then Lord Lieutenant, would not ad- 
mit of it. This paft on to the year 1 7 1 o, and 
then the prefent mayor was chofen, Alderman 
Eccles, znoxhti^ junior Alderman 5 and this year, 
one Alderman Barlow, a taylor, another ^y««wr. 
Conftantine finding the government altered, fup- 
pofed he mould have more favour, and petitions 
^ain of the wrong done him. The city replied, 

and 
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And we had two long hearings. The llldD^^lfe 
pended on an old bye-law, made about the |||^ 
of Q^een Elizabeth ; by which the aldenhen) ac^' 
cording to their ancientry, are required to kiecp 
their mayoralty, notwithdanding aay licences or 
orders to the contrary. Several difpenfations, 
and inftahces of contrary praftices, were produ* 
ced ; but with ^fnlvo^ that the law of fuccef&on 
fliould {land good ; and fome alderman, as ap^ 
peared, had been disfranchifed, for not fubmittibg 
to it, and holding their mayoralty. On the con- 
trary it was urged, that this rule was made in a 
time when the mayoralty was looked upon as a 
great burthen, and the fenior aldermen got licen- 
ces fi'om ferving it, and, by feAion and intereft, 
got it put on' the yw/iwr and poorer; and moft of 
the alderman were then Papifts, and being obli- 
ged, on accepting the oflSce, to take the oath of 
fupremacy, and come to churchy they declined 
it : But the cafe was now altered, and moft were 
ambitious of it ; and a rule or bye-law, that im-* 
pofed it as a duty and burthen, muft be und^r*- 
flood to oblige them to take it, but could not 
oblige the electors to put it on them j that it was 
often difpenfed with, and, as alledgcd, altogether 
abrogated by the new rules, that took the election 
out of the city, where the charter places it, and 
gave it to the aldermen only ; that fince thofe 
rules, which were made in 1 872, the elections have 
been in another manner, and, in about thirty-fix 
mayors, eight or nine wcvq junior aldermen. Oft 

-the 
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thj|frj^|l|ole, the matter feemed to mc, to hang on 
iLj|ioft (lender point : And being Archbifliop of 
Dublin, I thought I was obliged to be for the 
dty ; but the majority was for the bye-Liw, and 
difapproved Alderman Barlow, who was return- 
ed for mayor. I did forefee, that this ^yould be- 
get ill, blood, and did not think it for my Lord 
Duke of Ormond's intereft, to clalh with the 
city ; and I went to feveral of his Grace's friends, 
whom I muft truft before the debate in council, 
and defired rhem to confider the matter, and laid 
the inconveniency I apprehended before them; 
and defired them to take notice, that I had warn- 
ed them ; but they told me*, that they did not 
forefce any hurt it would be to his Grace. And 
I pray God it may not 5 though I am afraid it 
may give him fome trouble. 

The citizens have taken it heinoufly ; and, as I 
bear, met to-day, and, in common council, re- 
pealed the bye-law, and have chofen Alderman 
Barlow again. . 1 think them wrong in both ; 
and a declaration of enmity again ft the Council 
'and Government, which feud is eafier begun tlian 
laid. It is certain the Council muft diHipprove 
their choice, it being againft the new rules, as 
well as good manners : And what other fteps will 
•be made to correct them, I cannot fay ; whereas, 
if they had appointed a committee, to view and 
report what old obfoleie bye-laws were become 
inconvenient, and repealed this among the reft, 
it would not have given offence ; and if they had 
chofen another inftead of Barlow, 1 believe he 
Vol. XIV. T would 
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would have been approved, andi there had bee 
an end of the coiateft. -\ 

Yon muft know this is made a party affair, a 
Conftantine fets up for a high-churchman, whici 
I never heard he did before : But this is an in 
convenicncy in parties, that whoever has a privati 
quarrel, and finds himfelf too weak, he immedi 
ately becomes a zealous partizan, and makes hi: 
private a public quarrel. 

Perhaps it may not be ungrateful, nor perhap 
altogether ufelefs to you, to know the truth o 
this matter, for I imagine it will be talked of. 

I believe the generality of the citizens and gen 
tlemen of Ireland, are looked on as friends to th( 
■\Vhiggifli intereft. But it is only fo far as't( 
keep out the Pretender, whom they mortally fear 
with good reafon ; and fo many villainous paper: 
have been fpread here, and fo much pains taker 
to perfuade them, that the Tories defign to briflf 
him in, that it is no wonder they are afraid oi 
them j but Cod be thanked, this miniftry and 
parliament has pretty well allayed that fear, by 
tlieir fleady and prudent management. And if 
his Grace the Duke of Ormond profecutes the 
fame meafures the miniflry doth in Britain, (as 
I believe he will), 1 perfuade myfelf, that the ge- 
nerality here will be as zealous for this, as any 
miniftry we ever had. 

The death of the Earl of Rochefter is a great 
blov/ to all good men, and even his enemies can- 
not but do juftice to his chara<Ster. What in- 
fluence 
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Iliiience. it will have on public affaii's, God only 
^.kna^s. I pray let me have your thoughts on it, 
for I have fomc fears, that I do not find afFeft 
other peopk : I was of opinion, that he contri- 
buted much to keep things fleady ; and I wifh his 
friends may not want his influence. I conclude 
with my prayers for you, WILL. DUBLIN". 



LETTER XCIX. 

LORD PETERBOROW TO DR SWIFT. 

S I R, Hanover^ June 21. I'jii. 

YOU were returning me to ages paft^ for- 
fome expreffions in my letter. I find mat- 
ter in your's, to fen'd you as far back as the gol- 
den age. How came you to frame a fyftcm (in 
the times we live in) to govern tlie world by love ? 

I was much more furprized at fucli a notion in 
your firft, than to find your opinion altered in 
your latl letter. My hopes were founded more 
reafonably upon the contrary principle. I wilh 
•we could keep ourlblves Heady by any ; but I 
cpnfefs it was the hatred and contempt fo juftly 
conceived againft our late governors, that gave 
me fome little expeiSlations we might unite at kail, 
in order to prevent a relapfe. * 

The confequences of places not given, were 

apparent 5 the whole party were then diflatisfied 5 

and when given, thofe are only pleafed who, 

'i" ^ ' have 
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have them. This is what the honcft manage** 
ment of paft adminiftrations has brought us to z 
But I fhould not yet dcfpair, if your loving prin- 
ciple could but have its force amongft three or 
four of your acquaintance. Never perfons had 
more reafon to agree ; nor was it ever in the 
power of a few men, to bring greater events tO' 
bear, or prevent greater inconveniencies ; for 
fuch are inevitable, without the niceft manage- 
ment ; and 1 believe no perfon was ever better 
prepared, to make this out, than myfelf. 

I wiTh, before I left England, that I had met, 
either in your letters or difcourfe, any thing like 
what you hint in your lafl: : I fliould have found 
great eafe, auvl you fome fatisfaftion •, for had 
you paffed thtfe fix months with me abroad, I 
could have made you fenfible, that it were eafy 
to have brought the d'laradler and influence of an 
Englifh Peer, equal to that of a Semitor in old- 
Rome. Methinks, I could have brought it to 
that pafs, to have {K.'€n a levee of fuppliant king» 
and princes, expelling their deftiuies from us, 
and fubmiiting to our decrees ; but if we come, 
in politics, to your neccflity of leaving the tov^n 
for want of money to live in it, Lord, how the 
cafe will alter ! 

You threaten me with law, and tell n>e I might 
be compelled to'make my words good. Remem- 
ber your own infinuations ; what Jf I fhould leave 
England in a week's time, and fummon you, in* 
quality of chaplain and fecretary, to be a witnefs 

to 
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ify^anfafkidm, perhaps of the greateft iniport- 
suicc, To great, that I Ihould think you might dc- 
ferve the bifhoprick: ©f Winchefter at your return? 
I Let ine know, in a letter directed to Parfon's 
Green, th* moment you receive this, whether 
you are ready and willing ; but you rauft learn to 
live a month, now and then, without fleep. As 
to all otlier things, we fliould meet with no mor- 
ti6catioas abroad, if we could efcape rhcai from 
home. 

But, without raillery. If erer I can propofe ta 
myfelf to,be of any great ufe, I forefee this will 
be the cafe. This is fo much my opinion, that I 
conclude, if it falls out otlierwife, I fhall never 
concern myfelf in any public buiinefs in England ;. 
that I fhall either leave it for a better climate, or 
marry in a rage, and become the hero of the Oc- 
tober club. Your's, PErERBOROW. 



LETTER a 

XHE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT.. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ J^h '^5^ lyi:^ 

YO U muft not wonder, that I have been fo' 
ill a coiTcfpondent of late, being, as I find,, 
in debt to you, for your's of June 8th, and July 
the 1 2th. This did not proceed from any ne-i^ 
gligehce, but from, the circumftances of things: 
here, that were fuch that I could not return you. 
^y fatbfaftory anfwcr. 

T 3 We 
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We have now got over the preliminaries of oter 
parliaments and convocation ; that is to fay, our 
addreffes, &c» and as to the parliament, fa far as 
appears to me, there will be an entire compliance ♦ 
with her Majefty's occafions, and my tord Duke 
of Ormond's defines ; and that funds will be given 
for two years from Chriftmas next ; by which we 
fhall have the following Summer, free from par- 
liamentary attendance, which proves a great ob- 
ftrudlion, both to church and country bufinefs. 
As to the convocation, we have no licence as yet 
to a£l. I have heard fome whifpers, as if a letter 
of licence had come over, and was fent back again 
to be mended, efpecially as to diredlion about 
a prefident. I may inform you, that that matter 
IS in her Majefty's choice ; we have on record, 
four licences ; the firft directed to the Archbiihop 
of Dublin, in 1614 ; the other three, that are b 
1634, 1662, and 1665, direfted to the then Lords 
Primates. I have not at prefent the exaft dates ; 
but I have feen the writs, and find the Convoca- 
tions fat in thefe years. 

His Grace the Duke of Ormond, in his fpeech 
to the parliament, (which I doubt not but you 
have feen), mentioned the remittal of the twenti- 
eth parts, and the grant of the firft-fruits, for 
buying impropriations ; but did not aflume to 
himfiilf any merit in the procuring of them ; nor, 
that 1 can find by any intimation, fo much as in- 
finuated, that the grant was on his motion ; not- 
withftanding, both in the Houfe pf Lords^ and 

Convocation^ 
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Gdnvocation, fome laboured to afcribe the whole 
to his Grace ; and had it not been for the account 
I had from you, his Grace muft, next to her 
' Majefty, h^ve had the entire thanks. You'll ob- 
fcrve, from the Lords addrefs, and Convocation, 
that his Grace is brought in for a (hare in both. 
But if the cafe fhould be otherwife, yet his is no 
way to be blamed. The current runs that way ; 
and perhaps neither you nor I have bettered our 
intereft here at prefent, by endeavouring to ftop 
it. 

The conclufion was, that all the archbifliops 
and bifliops, agreed to return thanks to my Lord 
Treafurer of Great Britain, by a letter, which all 
in town have figned ; being convinced, that, next 
to her Majefty's native bounty, and zeal for the 
church, this favour is due to his Lordlhip's me- 
diation. 

But they have employed no agent to folicit the 
pafling the aft through the offices, believing his 
Lordfhip will take care of that, of his own mere 
motion, as he did of the grant. This is meant as 
an inflance of their great confidence of his Lord- 
fhip's concern for them, .which makes it needlefs, 
that anythould intermeddle in what he has un- 
dertaken. 

If his Lordfhip thinks fit to return any anfwer 
to the bifhops,.! wi(h he would take fome occa)^ 
fion to mention you in it ; for that would juftify 
you, and convince the bifhops, fome of whom, 
perhaps, liifpeft the truth of what you faid of the. 
' • firfl- 
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firft-fniits and twentieth-parts, being granted be- 
fore his Grace tlie Duke of Ormond was declai-ed 
Lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

I can't at prefent write of feveral matters, that 
perhaps I may havq opportunity to cocnmunicate 
to you. I have fent with this, the Ix)rds and 
the Convocation's addrefs to my Lord Duke. 

If it may be proper, I would have my moft 
humble refp^fts to be laid before my Lord Trca- 
furer. You may be fure I am his moft humble 
fervant, and fhall never forget the advantages he 
has been the author of, to the church and ftate ; 
and yet, I believe, if it pleafe God to pwxilong his 
life, greater things may be expefted from him ; 
' my prayers fhall not be wanting. 

As for yourfelf, I will fay more fpme other 
time : And for the prefent, (hall only afiure you, 
that I am. Sir, your affectionate humble fervant,. 
and brother, WILL. DUBLIN. 



L , E T T E R CL 

THR ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT^ 

Liffenhally July 2%^ 1 71 1. 

SINCE my Lord Duke of Ormondes arrival, 
I have been fo continually hurried with com- 
pany, that I retired here for two or three days» 
The preliminaries of our parliament arc now 
over 5 that is to fay, addrefles, &c. and I find 

the 
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the ufual funds will be granted ; I think una- 
nimoufly, for two, from Chriftmas next, which, 
is all the Duke of Ormond dcfircs. I do not 
fee much more will be done. You will obfcrte 
feveral refleftions are in the addrcfles, on the 
late management h*ere, in which the Earl of 
Anglefey and I differed. If we could impeach, 
As you can in Great Britain, and bring the male- 
faftors to account, I fhould be for it with all 
my endeavour ; but to (hew our ill-will, when 
we can do no more, fecms to be no good policy 
In a dependent people; and that can have no 
other effeft, than to provoke revenge, without 
the profpe(51: of rcdrefs ; of which we have two 
fatal inftances. I reckon that every chief gover- 
nor, who is fent here, comes with a defign to 
fcrve, firft, thofe who fent him ; and that our 
good only mud be fo far confidered, as it is 
Aibfervient to the main defign. I'he only dif- 
ference between governors, as to us, is to have a 
good-natured'man, that his fome intereft in our 
profperity, and will not opprefs us unneceflarily j 
and fuch is his Grace. Bui I doubt, whether 
even tliat will not be an objedion againll: him, on 
your fide of die water: For I have found, that 
thofe governors, that gained moft on the liber- 
ties of the kingdom, are reckoned the beft ; 
and therefore it concerns us, to be on our guard 
againft all governors, and to provoke as little 
as we can : For he that cannot revenge him* 
felf, afts the wife part, when be difiemblcs, and 
pailcs over injuries. 

la 
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In my opinion, the be ft that has happened to 
us, is, that the parliament grants the funds for 
two years ; for by thefe means we fhall havie one 
Summer to ourfelves, to do our church and coun- 
tiy bufincfs. I have not been able to vifit my 
diocefe ecclefiatim, as I ufed to do, the laft three 
years, for want of fuch a recefs. I hope the 
parliament of Great Britain will not refume the 
yarn bill, whilft they continue the fame. The 
Lords have not fat above four or five days, and 
are adjourned till Monday next ;_ fo we have no 
heads of bills brought into our houfe as yet : 
But if any be relating to the church, I will do 
my endeavour to give you fatisfaftion. 

Our letter is come over for the remittal of 
the twentieth-parts, and granting the firft-fruits, 
for buying impropriations, and purchafing glebes, 
which will be a great eafe to the clergy, and a 
benefit to the church. We want glebes more 
than the impropriations ; and 1 am for buying 
them firft, where wanting 5 for without them, 
refi<lencc is impoflible : And, befides, I look 
upon it, as a fecurity to tythes, that the laity 
have a fhare in them ; and therefore I am not 
for purchafing them, but where they arc abfo- 
lutely neceflary. 

We fhall, I believe, have fome confiderations 
of methods to convert the natives ; but I do not 
find, that it is dcfired by all, that they fhould be 
converted. There is a party amongft us, that 
have little fenfe of religion, and heartily hate the 

church : 
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church : Thefe would have the natives madr 
Proteftants; but Tuch as themfelves are deadly 
afraid they fhould come into the church, bc- 
caufe, they fay, this would ftrcngthen the church 
too much. Others would have them come in, 
but can't approve of the methods propofed, wliich 
are to preach to them in their own language, and 
have the fervice in Irifli, as our own canons re- 
quire. So that between them I am afraid that 
little wiy-be done. I am, Sir, your's, &c. 



LETTER CII. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Swords^ Sept, 1, 1711. 

I HAVE before, me your's of the 15th and 
21ft, for which I return you my hearty 
thanks. I perceive you have the votes of our 
Commons here, and I fuppofe the addrefs of the 
Lords, that gave occafion to them. I muft let 
•you know, that I was very pofitive againft the 
claufe that provoked them, and kept the houfe 
in debate about it at leaft an hour, and fpoke fo 
often, that I was afhamed of myfelf ; yet there 
were but three negatives to it. I ufed feveral ar- 
guments againft the Lords concurring with their 
committee, and foretold all that has happened 
upon it. Upon which I was much out of favour 
with the houfe for fome time j and induftry has 

been 



^2B ^ D E A N S W I F T> 

" been ufed, as I was informed, to perAiade my jt 
Lord Duke, that what I did, was in oppofition to 
his intercft 5 but when I had the opportunity to 
difcourfe his Grace laiV, he was of another opi- 
nion. And, in truth, my regard to his Grace's 
intereft, was the principal reafon of oppofing a 
claufe, that I forefaw might embarrafs his bufi- 
nefs here. 

There happened another affair relating, to one 
Langton, of whom I formerly gave you fome 
account. The Commons found him on the efta- 
blifliment for a fmall penfion -, and having an ill 
notion of him and his informations, they took 
this occanon to examine his merits. In order 
to which, they fcnt up a meffage to the Lords, 
to defire leave for Judge Code, who had taken 

^ his examinations, and thofe of his witnefles, to 
come down, and inform the committee : And ' 
this Teemed the more neceflary, becaufe the exa- 
minations taken by the Council were burnecj : 
But the Lords refufed to let the Judge go down 
as defired, and paffed a vote to take the exami- 
nation of the matter into their, own hapds. This, 
I forefaw, might prove another bone of conten- 
tion, and did oppofe it, but with the fame fuc- 
cefs as the former. Langton pleaded privilege, 
as chaplain to the bifhop of Oflbry, and refund 
to appear before the Commons ; oh which they 
paffed the angry refolves you will find in their 
votes. The examination of this matter has em- 
ployed much of the Lords time, to very little pur- 
I pofe. 
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I 

pofc. My oppofing this, was made an objeftion 
againft me, by fome that wifli now my advice 
had been taken. 

The bufinefs of the city of Dublin, of which 
I gave you an account formerly, embroils us very 
much. "We have, at the Council, rejected four 
mayors and eight fheriflFs, all regularly eledled 
by the city, fbme of them the beft citizens in the 
town, and much in the intereft of the govern- 
ment. We begin to be ikic of it, and I am afraid, 
that it may beget ill blOod, and come into parlia- 
ment here. We have rejected the elefted magi- 
ftrates in four other corporations, which adds to 
the noife. I own there were good reafons for 
rejedling ibme of them ; but I can't fay the fame 
for Dublin. I wifh this may not prove uneafy 
to us. 

There was a motion made at the feflions for 
the county of Dublin, at Kilmainham, for an ad- 
-drefs of thanks to her Majefty, for fending his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond to be our chief 
governor. Nine of the juftices, that is, all that 
were then prefent, agreed to it j and an addrefs 
was ordered to be drawn, which was brought next 
morning into Court; and then there were above a 
fcore that feemed to have come on purpofe, arid 
promifed, that it fhould be rejedled by a majori- 
ty ; for this reafon only, that it would entail a 
neceflity on them to addrefs in favour of every 
new Lord Lieutenant, or difoblige him. For 
which reafon, it was rejedled alfo in my Lojrd 
Vol. XIV. U Wharton's 



The Houle of Commons ieemed to hai 
ceived ill impreffions of fome. They reckc 
Lord Duke's advifers, as if they were fe 
his enemies, and defigned to betray him. 
generally feemed perfuaded, that his Graa 
lincere honeft man, and moft in the inter 
the kingdom of any chief governor they cai 
cxpedl ; and that, therefore, they ought tc 
port him to the utmoft of their power, ar 
clare, that the quarrels his enemies raife, 
not hinder them from doing whatever he 
reafonably defire from them, or her Ma 
fervice require ; and as an inftatice of thei 
cerity in this, they have granted funds foi 
years from Chriftmas laft ; whereas at firfl 
intended only two years from the 24th of 
laft. 

I have been preaching a dodlrine that 
ftrange to fome : *Tis, that her Majefty, ar 
miniftry, will be inclined to employ fuch as 
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beget in them a good notion of the miniftry ; 
1, by all means, avoid fuch things as may 
barrafs or beget jealoufics j fo that the bur- 
n or odium may not fall , on the miniftry, 
ere any harfh things happen to be done : 
at it feems to me to be the duty of thofe in 
fts, to avoid unneceffary difputes, and not to 
)eft, that the miniftry will interpofe to ex- 
rate them, when they, without neceffity, have 
olved themfelves. But fome are of a diflferent 
nion, and feem to think, that they have no 
re to do, when they meet with difficulties, 
haps of their own creating, than to call in the 
liftry, and defire them to decide the matter 
power : a method, that I do not approve, 
r has it fucceeded well with former governors 
•c : Witnefs Lord Sidney, and Lord Whar- 
i, in the cafe of the convocation. ^ 

There really needs but one thing to quiet the 
)ple of Ireland, and it is to convince them, 
Lt there is no eye to the pretender. Great 
iuftry has been, and ftill is, ufed to bugbear 
:m with that fear. 1 believe it is over with 
I J but it will require time and prudent me- 
)ds to quiet the people here, that have been 
3efled for twenty-two, years with a continual 
jrehenfion, that he is at the door, and that 
:ertain kind of people defigned to bring him 
The circumftances of this kingdom, from 
at they faw and felt under King James, make 
: dread of him much greater than it can be 
th you. 

U 2 As 
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As to our convocation, a letter came from her 
Majefty to give us licence to aft ; but it no ways 
pleafed fome people, and fo it was fent back to 
be modelled to their mind, but returned again 
-without alteration. It came not to us till the day 
the parliament adjourned. I was at that time 
obliged to attend the Council, there being a 
hearing of the Quakers againft a bill for recover- 
ing tythes. In my abfence they adjourned till 
-the meeting of the parliament, without fo much 
as voting thanks, or appointing a conimittec. 
The things, that difpleafed fome in the licence, 
were, firft, that my Lord Primate was not the 
fole prefident, fo as to appoint whom he pleafed 
to act in his abfence. The fecond was, the con- 
fideration of proper methods to convert the na- 
tives, againfl which fome have fet themfelvcs 
with all their might. The third is, what con- 
cerns pluralities, and refidence, which fome have 
not patience to hear of. . The Lower Houfe feem 
to have the matter more at heart ; for they have 
appointed committees during the recefs, and are 
doing fomething. 

I can't but admire, that you fliould be at a lofs 
to find what is the matter with thofe, that would 
neither allow you, nor any one elfe, to get any 
thing for the fervice of the church, or the pu- 
blic. It is, with fubmiffion, the filliefl: quei^ I 
ever found made by Dr Swift. You know there 
are fome, that would afliime to themfelves to be 
the only churchmen and managers, and can't 

endure 
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endure that anything fliould be done, but by 
themfelves, and in their own way ; and had ra- 
ther that all good things propofcd fliould mif- 
carry, than be thought to come from other 
hands than their own, whofe bulinefs it is to 
ieflcn every fcpdy elfe, and obftruft whatever is 
attempted, though of the greateft advantage to 
church and (late, if it be . not from their own 
party. And yet, fo far as I have hitherto ob- 
ferved, I do not remember any inflance of their 
propoiing, much lefs profecuting with fuccefs, 
any thing for the public good. They feem to 
have a much better hand at obftruilin'g others, 
and embarraffing affairs, than at propofing or 
profecuting any good defign. 

Thefe feem as uiieafy that more alterations 
are not made here, as thofe you mention are 
with them. The rcafbn is very plain, they 
would fain get into employments, which can't 
be without removes ; but I have often obferved, 
that none are more eager for pofts, than fuch 
as are leafl fit for them. I do not fee how a 
new parliament would much mend things here ; 
for there is little choice of men ; perhaps it 
might be fpr the worfe, ** rebus fie fiantibus ;** 
though I always thought, the honeft part is, to 
allow the people to fpeak their fcnfe.on the 
change of affairs by new reprefcntative?. I do not 
find,, that thofe that have embarraffed the pre- 
fent, defigned a new one ; but they thought the 
Commons fo paffive, that they might carry what 
U 3 they 
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they pleafed, whatever their defiga might be. Wg 

If they profecute the prefent meafures, I believe I ^j 

they will make new ones neceffary, when there / it 

Ihall be occafion to have a new Seflion. tia 

I pray moft heartily for her Majefty, and her co 

minifters ; and am inclined to believe, that it W 

is one of the moft difficult parts of their prefent fo 
circumftances, to find proper inftruments to 

execute their good intentions, notwithftanding cc 

the great crowds that offer themfelves ; parti- le 

cularly, my Lord Treafurer's welfare is at heart y 

with all good men : 1 am fure, with none more^ / 

than, Reverend Sir, &c. WILL. DUBLIN. t 



LETTER cm. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT* 

Rev. Sir, Swords^ Sept. i, 1711. 

I GOT a little retirement here, and made ufe 
of it, to write to you by the prefent pacquet* 
I promifed to fay fomcthing as to your own 
affairs ; and the firft thing, is not to negleft your- 
felf on this occafion, but to make ufe of the fo- 
vour and intereifl you have at prefent, to pro^- 
cure you fame preferment, that may be called a 
fcttlement. Years come on, and after a certain 
age, if a man be not in a ftation that may be a 
ftep to a better, he feldom goes higher. It is 
with men as with beauties } if they pais the 

- flower^ 



1 
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ftower, they grow ftale, and lie for ever ne- 
gledled. I know you are not ambitious ; but 
it is prudence, not ambition, to get into a^ fta- 
tion, that may make a man eafy, and prevent 
contempt when he grows in years. You certain- 
ly may now have an opportunity to provide 
for yourfelf, and I entreat you not to negle£bit* 
The fecond thing that I would defire you to 
confider, is, that God has given you parts and 
learning, and a happy turn of mind ; and that 
you are anfwerable for thofe talents to God: 
And therefore I advife you, and believe it to be 
your duty, to fet yourfelf to fome ferious and 
ufeful fubjeft in your profeffion, and to manage 
it fo that it may be of ufe to the world. I am 
perfuaded, that if you will apply yourfelf this 
way, you are well able to do it ; and that your 
knowledge of the world, and reading, will enable 
you to furnifli fuch a piece, with fuch uncom- 
mon remarks, as will render it both profitable 
and agreeable, above moft things that pafs the 
prefs. Say not, that mof> fubjedls in divinity are 
cxhaufted ; for if you will look into Dr Wilkins's 
Heads of Matters, which you will find in his Gift 
of Preaching, you will be furprifed to find fo 
many neceflary and nfeful heads, that no authors 
have meddled with. There are fome common 
themes, that have employed multitudes of ait- 
thors 5 but the moft curious and difficult are In a 
manner untouched, and a good genius will not 
fail to produce fomething new and furprizing on 

the 
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the moft trite, much more on thofe that others 
have avoided, merely becaufe they were above 
their parts. 

Aflure yourfelf, that your intercft, as well as 
duty, requires this from ydu ; and you will find, 
that it will anfwer fome objeftions againft you, if 
you thus fhew the world, that you have patience, 
and comprehenfion of thought, to go through 
with fuch a fubjeft of weight and learning. 

You'll pardon me this fi'eedom, which I aflure 
you proceeds from a fincere kindnefs, and true 
value that I have for you. I will add no mm^e, 
but my hearty prayers for you. I am, Dr Swift, 
your's, WILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER CIV. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ OB. 27, 171 1. 

I HAVE before me your's of the rft inftant; 
but have been fo employed with attending 
parliament, convocation, and privy-council, that 
I could neither compofe my thoughts to write, 
nor find time. Befides, our bufinefs is att in a 
hurry ; and I may fay, in fine, that things admit 
of no perfeft account. On Wednefdiy the corn 
bill, which the Commons feemed to value moft, 
was thrown out 5 becaufe it referved a power to 
the Lord Lieutenant, and Council here, to pro- 
hibit 
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hibit or permit the tranfportation of grain at any 
tinie. 'JThere was a defign to fall on the privy- 
council upon this occafion ; but gentlemen would 
not come into it ; which fhewed they had fomc 
wit in their anger. And 1 am flill of opinion, 
that) with tolerable good management, this would 
have been as quiet a Sef&on as has been in Ire- 
land: But the Dublin bhfinefs, the addrefs of 
the Lords, Langton's affair *, and now Hig- 
gins f , have exafperated the Commons to fuch 
a height, that will, as you obferve, make this 
parliament to be impradticable any longer. It 

is 

• •* Dominic Langton, clerk, formerly a friar, had acciiied 
Lewis Mearcs, Efq; and other Proteftant gentlemen of the 
county of Wcflmeath, of entering into an aflbciation againft 
the Queen and her miniftry : Upon which tlie Houfc of Com- 
mons in Ireland, on the 6th of Auguft, 1711, voted feveral 
|fat>ng refolutions againft the faid Langton, declaring his charge . 
againd Mr Meares, &c. to be falfe, groundlefs, -and malicious ; 
end refblvcd, that an addrefs fhould be prefented to the Lord 
L.i^utenant, the Duke of Ormond, to defire, that her Majefty 
would- order the faid Langton to be (Iruck off the eftablifhment 
of Ireland." 

f ** Francis Higgins, M. A. prebendary of Chrift-church, 
Sn Dublin, and redtor of Balruddcry, in that county, men- 
tioned in a former note, p. 156. He had been prefented by tlic 
grand jury of the county of Dublin, on the 5th of Oftober 17x1, 
fis a ibwer of fedition, and groundlefs jcaloulles, amongd her 
Majcfty's Protedant fubje£ts. And on the loth of-the fame 
month, Henry Lord Santry prefented a petition to the Lord 
Lieutenant and privy-council of Ireland, defiring, that Mr 
Higgins might be turned out of the commiflion of peace. But, 
after feveral hearings of the cafe before the Lord Lieutenant 
and council, he was, on the 19th of November following, cleared, 
though the Archbilhop of Dublin voted in the negative againft 
him." 
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is- true, the Lords addrefs might have been inter- 
preted to aim at Lord Wharton, and was part- 
ly fo intended ^ but it was ill expreiled, to bear 
that fenfe ; and, befides, what did it fignify for 
us to fhew our refentment, when it could only 
provoke a great man to revenge, and could not 
reach him ? 

As to the firft-fruits and twentieth-parts, no 
body here dare fay, that any body, befides the 
Duke of Ormond, procureth them, ^ut his 
Grace himfelf ; who, for ought I can learn, n^ver 
aflumed, either publicly or privately, any fuch 
merit to himfelf: And yet I confcfs, it is not a- 
mifs, that it (hould be thought he did thofe 
things. For he could not think of governing 
the kingdom, if it be not believed, that he ha$ 
great in te reft at Court ; and if that did not ap- 
pear by fomc favours of moment obtained for the 
kingdom, none would fuppofe it. He is truly a 
modeft, generous, and honeft man ; and afliirc 
yourfelf, that whatever difturbance he has met 
with, proceeds from his fticking too clofe to his 
friends. It is a pity fuch a fault (hould hurt a 
man. I fend you inclofed, the papers that re- 
late to Mr Higgins. Lord Santry was heard a- 
gainft him, before the Lord Lieutenant and Coun- 
cil, 0(Slober 27 : He was allowed only to prove 
the articles in his petition, that are marked with 
P, and he feemed to prove them pretty fully; 
but Mr Higgins not having yet made his defence, 
I can give no judgment. By the teftimony of the 

Lower 
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Lower Houfe of Convocation, in his favour, you 
will fee how heartily they efpoufe him. And 
furely both pains and art have been ufcd to fcreea 
him 5 with what effeft you fhall hear, when the 
matter is concluded. I wifh every good man may 
meet with as good, and as fail friends, as he hath 
done. I fend you like wife the votes, that kept 
the Commons in debate, from eleven in the morn- 
ing, till fevQp at night. The queftion was carried 
in the nq^tive, by two accidents 5 the going out 
of one member, by chance, to fpeak to fomcbody 
at the putting of the queftion ; and the coming 
in of another, in his boots, at the very minute. 
If either had not happened, it had gone the other 
way. The perfonal affedtion to the Duke of Or- 
fliond divided the houfe. If they could have fe- 
parated him from fome others, the majority had 
been great. You may eafily, from this, fee what 
way the bent of the kingdom goes ; and that gar- 
bling corporations no way pleafes them. 

We have feveral printed accounts of prelimina- 
rVss of the peace ; but I believe them all amufc- 
ments 5 for, I imagine, none of the common 
fcribblers know any thing of them at all. I pray 
God, they may be fuch, as may fecure us from a 
new war; though, I believe, the death of the 
Emperor makes a lafting peace, much more diffi- 
cult than before. That depends on a balance, 
and to that, three things feem fo neceflary, that 
any two may ftop the third ; but now all is re- 
xluced to two. I reckon, as foon as the peace is 

fetdcd, 
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fettled^ the Dauphin will be taken out of the 
way, and then France and Spain will fall .into one 
hand ; a furmife I have had in mind, ever fince 
Philip got Spain : And I was of opinion, that if 
we could have been fecured againft this accident, 
there had been no need of a war at all. 

As to the convocation, 1 told you formerly, 
how we loft all the time of the recefs, by a preci- 
pitate adjournment made by five bi(}iops, when 
the Archbifliop of Tuam, and as man^of us as 
were of the Privy Council, were'abfent, attend- 
ing at the board, upon hearing of the Quakers, 
againft the bill for recovery of tythes. Since the 
meeting of the Parliament, after the rpcefs, we 
have attended pretty clofely; have drawn up, 
and agreed to fix or feven canons,; and have 
drawn up a reprcfentation of the ftate of religion, 
as to infidelity, herefy, impiety, and popery. We 
have gone through likewife, and agreed to a great 
pirt of this : But I doubt we fhall not be able to 
finifli it. We have alfo before us, the confidera- 
tion of refidence, and the means of converting 
Papifts. This laft fent up from the Lower HoXife. 
But I reckon it not pofEble to finifh thefc things 
this Seilion. I need not tell you, that my Lord 
Primate's indifpofition is a great clog to difpatch ; 
but he is refolved, none dlfe Ihall have the chair. 
So we difpenfe with many things, that otherwift 
I believe we fliould not. We had only two 
church-bills this time ; one for unions, which was 
thrown out in our houfe ; and another for reco- 

I very 
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^ery of tythes, which I undcrftand will be thrown 
out by the Commons. Our SefEon draws near 
an end, and every body is tired of it. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



LETTER CV. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

OElober 31, 17 11. 

TO -day we had another hearing at Council, 
concerning Mr Higgins's bufinefs. borne 
•of his witnefles were examined. So far as we 
have yet heard, it doth not appear to me, that 
they have cleared him of tampering with witnefles, 
£hifting recognizances, or compounding felonies ; 
but it is faid, thefe things are common in the 
country 5 and, perhaps, that will fave him. And 
i know not how far his other witnefles, that are 
yet to. be examined, may clear him. The hear- 
ing lafted above three hours. I was unwilhng to 
make this pacquet too large, fo I have inclofed 
ihc other prints in another. I want fome affida- 
vits of gentlemen, in which they depofe Mr Hig- 
gUis's cafe to contain many falfehoods. I am, &c* 

WILL. DUBLIN. 
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LETTER CVI. 

rrUE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin^ Nov. i, 1711. 

I HAVE confidercd that part of your letter, 
that relates to your own concerns. I find you 
in earned, very indifferent as to making your for- 
tune ; but you ought not to be fo ; for a weighty 
reafon you infinuate yourfeJf, that yau cannot, 
without a fettlement, be matter of your time, in 
fuch manner as to apply yourfelf to do fome- 
thing that may be ufeful to the church. I know 
it is not in your power to do it when you pleafe ; 
but yet fomething may be done towards it. Get 
but a letter to the government, from my Lord 
Treafurer, for the firft good preferment ; and 
you will at the fame time fill it with a good man, 
and perhaps prevent a bad one from getting into 
It. Sure there is no immodcfty in getting fuch a 
recommendation. Confider, tliat years grow up- 
on you ; and after fifty, both body and mind de- 
cay. I have feveral things on the anvil, and near 
finiflied, that perhaps might be ufeful^ if publifli- 
€d : But the continual avocation by bufinefs, the 
impofitions on me by impertinent vifits, and the 
uneafmefs of writing, which grows more intole- 
rable to me every day, I doubt, will prevent my 
ooing any farther. Therefore lofe no time, ^t 
/ion eft bodie, eras mi/jus aptus eriU I am fure, 

you 
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you are able to do good fervice ; and give me 
leave to be importunate with you to go about it. 
Caefar wrote his commentaries, under the hurry 
and fatigues of a General ; and, perhaps, a man's 
Ipirit is never more awakened, nor his thoughts 
better, than in the intervals of a hurry of bufincfs. 
Read Erafmus's life, and you'll find it was almoft 
a continual journey. You fee how malicious 
fome are towards you, in printing a parcel of 
trifles, falfely, as your works. This makes it ne- 
ceflary, that you fhould fhame thofe varlets, by 
fomething that may enlighten the world, which, 
I am fure, your genius will reach, if you fet 
yourfelf to it. If I had iht honour to have any 
correfpondence with my Lord Treafurer, I would 
certainly complain of you to him, and get his 
Lordfhip to join in this requeft, which, I per- 
fuade myfelf, he would readily dp, if put in noind. 
I do not in the leaft fear, that you will be angry 
with me for this, fince you cannot fufpeft my 
fiftcerity and kindnefs in it : And though I fhall 
be angry with you, if you negleft yourfelf and ia- 
tcrcft, yet it fhall go no farther, than to be a trou- 
ble to myfelf, but no abatement of the real friend- 
ship of your's, &c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



X2 LET- 
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LETTER CVII. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Dublin, Nov. lo, 171 1. 

PERHAPS It will not be ungrateful to you, 
to know our Scffion of Parliament ended 
on Friday laft We threw out, in the Houfc of 
Lords, two bills ; that againil fines in the city of 
Dublin, and about quit-rents ; and voted an ad- 
dd'cfs, in oppofition to the Commons addrefs, 
about Revolution principles. We likewife burn- 
ed Mr StoUj^hton's Sermon, preached at Chrift- 
churrh, on the 30th of January, fbme years ago. 
The Houfe were, pleafed to vote me thanks for 
profccuting him, v/liich, you may remfmber, I 
did in a difikult time, notwithftanding the oppo- 
fit'on I had from the government, and his pro- 
teccion by ord Ikerin, which he pleaded in 
Court : And yet I followed him fo clofc, that I 
forced him out of his living. After this, we 
burned Mr Boyle's book of J Scriptural BiJbop*\ 

and 

♦ * It was printed in 4to, at Dublin, under the title of 
** 'i'he OflTicc of a Cinifti.in Bilhop d«.{cribcd, and rccomn.endtd 
from I Tim. chap. iii. vcr. I. An oidination-lcrn-ion. V.'iih an 
Appendix to it, and a Poll.'cript, containing an npology f^r the 
publication of it." The Appendix and Polhciipt were add.d to 
the fccond edition of the Icrmon. The author was an cmir.tnt 
diilentins minKter at Dublin.' 
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and fome ObJci'vators *. Our addrcfs was 
brought in ycRcrday ; in which, fure, wc are 
even with the Cottimons. I forgot to tell you, 
we agreed to another addrcfs, againft diflenting 
minifters, and their twelve hundred pounds ffer 
annum. The Commons made an addrefs to my 
Lord Lieutenant, in which they bring him in for 
Revolution principles. The Memorial of the 
Church of England \ was re-printed here,, and 
dedicated to my Ix)rd Lieutenant. This was 
brought into the Iloufe of Commons, and, I 
doubt, would not have efcaped, if the Urticr of 
the Black Rod had not called them up to the 
prorogation; Langton's bufincfs came likewife 
into the Houfc of Lords ; and when the Houfe 

X 3 was 

• * Papers publifhed under that title, by John Tutchin, Efq^ 
vrho had been levcrclv rcntcnccJ l.y Lord Chief Jullicc JtfTcreys, 
in King JanWs the iSeconxl's rci>^n. ilc was, at hi1, a;ti.cl;cd 
jn the nijrlit, for feme otFcnce, which l-c l.ad j;i\'cn hv his writ- 
ings, and died in conftoucncc of the violence u(eu towards him. 
Dr Swift,' in his li.saminer. No. i/. for Noveniher i6. 1710, 
/peaks of this writer, and of I^u'-icI de Fot, autl-or of The 
Rev'iciv cf the State of tic Brit'ifi Xar.on, as t\^'o ftupid illiterate 
fcribbltrs, botli of tliem fanatics by profe(Ti.)n,* vol.111, p. 18. 

f <« Tiiis addrefs was agreed upon, Nov. 9. )7ri. Tiic 
twelve hundred pounds per mmuni, v^as orig-!nally a bounty to 
thofc miiviftcis, from Ring Charles the Second, confirmed by 
King William, and continued by Qiiccn Anne.** 

'\ " Publifhed at fiiH: in 1705, in quarto, under this title, 
** The Memorial of the Church of England, humbly oflfercd to 
the Confideration of all true Lovers of our Church and Conititu- 
ti6n." This libel, upon its fnft publication, having been prcfcnt- 
cd as fuch, by the Grand Jury of London, and Middlcfcx, on-, 
the 31ft cf Autult 1705, was burnt by the common baDgman.**" 
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was full of ladies, an offer was made, to receive 
the report of the committee, which contained 
many fheets of paper. A great debate happened 
upon it ; but at lad it was wavied, and ordered 
to be laid before the Lord Lieutenant. . 

In fhort, we parted in very ill humour ; and I 
apprehended, that the minds of the generality 
are not eafy. My Lord Duke of Ormond, fo 
far as I could take it, made a very modefl and 
healing fpeech ; and his Grace feemed, in it, to be 
altogether difintereftcd in parties. All thefe you 
have in public ; and, if you think it worth while, 
I will take care to fend them as they are printed. 

As to our Convocation, thofe who haci loiter- 
ed and done nothing before laft week, prefled on 
the reprefentation of the ftate of religion, as to 
•infidelity, herefy, impiety, and popery : It will 
in fome time be printed. I had many reafbns, 
but infilled only on two ; firft. Its imputing all 
vices to us, as if we were the worft of people in 
the world ; not allowing any good amongft us. 
Secondly, Not affigning it as a caufe of the na- 
tives continuing Papifis, that no care was ever 
taken to preach to them in their own language, 
or tranflating the fervice into IriOi. You will 
find the matter in Heylin's Reformation, 2d 
Eliz. 1560, p. 128. I was forced to ufe art to 
procure this proteft to be admitted, without 
which, they would not have allowed me to offer 
reafons, as I had caufe to believe. 

Both 



A^ 
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Both the .Parliament and Convocation have 
been fo ordered, as to make us appear the worft 
pe(^le in the world, difloyal to her Majefly, and 
enemies to the church; and, I fufpeft, with a 
defign to make us appear unworthy to have any 
countenance or preferment in our native coun- 
try. When the reprefentation is printed, I will, 
if you think it worth your while, fend you my 
protcft. We agreed likewife in fome canons of 
no great moment, and fome forms of prayer, 
and forms of receiving Papifts, and feftaries ; 
which, I think, are too ftrait. I brought in a 
paper about refidence ; but here was no time to 
confider it, nor that which related to the means 
of converting Papifts. I did not perceive any 
zeal that way. A great part of our reprefenta- 
tion relates to feftaries ; and many things, in the 
whole, feem to me not defenfiblc. I told you 
before,*how we loft fix weeks, during the ad- 
journment of the parliament ; and fince it fat, 
we could only meet in the afternoon, and I was 
frequently in Council ; fo that I was neither pre- 
fent when it was brought into the Houfe, when 
it pafled for the moft part, or was fent down in 
parcels in foul rafed papers, that I could not 
well read, if I had an opportunity 5 and never 
heard it read through before it paffed. 

I believe moft are agreed, that if my advice 
had been taken, this would have been the peace- 
ableft Seffion ever was in Ireland ; whereas it has 
been one of the moft boifterous. I believe it 

was 
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I 

was his Grace the Duke of Ormond's intereft, to ! . 
have it quiet ; but then the managers conduct ':^, 
has Ihcwed themfclvcs to be neccflary. I have : 
wearied myfelf with this fcroU, and perhaps you j 
will be fo likewife. I am, &c. ,, 

WILL. DUBLIN. ' 



LETTER CVHI. 

MR SECRETARY ST JOHN TO DR SWIFT. 

HampUn^Court^ Nov, i6, 171 1. 

I RETURN you the fheet *, which is, I think, 
very con-eft. Sunday morning I hope to 
Ice you. I am fincerely your hearty friend, and 
obedient fervant, H. S T. J O H N- 



I have a vile ftory to tell you, of the moral phi- 
lofophcr Steele. 






LETTER CIX. 

DR SWIFT TO DR STERNE f. 

TH E reafon I have not troubled you this 
long time with my letters, was becaufe I 
would not difturb the quiet you live in, and 

which 

* *' Probably of the ConduB of the Ailies, which was par 
|)ri(hed'on the ayth of November, 17 11," 
t " Dean of St Patrick's, Dublin." 
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li'ch the greateft and wifeft men here would 
vy, if they knew 5 and which it is one part of 
ur happinefs that they do not. I have often 
It the Archbifbop * poHtical letters, of which 
fuppofe you have had part. I have fome weeks 
o received a letter from his Grace, which I dc- 
;n to acknowledge in a fliort time (as I defirc 
lU will pleafe to tell him) xyhen things here 
me to Ibme iflue ; and fo we expcdl they will 
) in a little timc.^ You know what an unex- 
fteJ thing fell out the firfl day of- this Seffion 
the Houfe of Lords f , by the caprice, difcon- 
it, or fome worfe'motive of the Earl of Not- 
igham. 

In above twenty years, that I have known fome- 
ing of courts, I never obferved fo many odd, 
rk, unaccountable circumftances, in any public 
fair. A majority againft the Court, carried bf 
'e or fix depending Lords, who owed the beft 
rt of their bread to peniions from the Court, 
d who were told by the public enemy, that 
lat they did would be plealing to the Queen, 
ough it was openly levelled againft the firft 

minifter's 

' «« Archbifhop of Dublin, Dr King." 

• ** I'hc Eavl of Nottingham propofcd, in the Houfe of 
rds, a claufc to be inferted in the addrefs of thanks to the 
ecn for her fpccch, to rcprtfent to her Majefty, as the hum- 
opinion and advice of the Houfc, that no peace could bet- 
de fafc or honourable to Great Britain or Europe, if Spain 
the Wcfl-lndies were to be allowed to any branch of tho 
ufe of Bourbon. Which motion was carried, by a iDaiorit;p 
Gxty-one votts to fifty-five^ 
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minifter's head : Again, thofe whofe purfe-flring* 
and heart-ftrings were the fame, all on a fudden 
fcattering their money to bribe votes : A Lord *, 
who had been fo far always a Tory, as often to 
be thought in the Pretender's intereft, giving his 
vote for the ruin of all his old friends, careilcd 
by thofe Whigs, who hated and abhored him : 
The Whigs all chiming in f with a bill agajnft 
occaiional conformity ; and the very diifenting 
minifters agreeing to it, for reafons that nobody 

' alive 

• «« Earl of Nottingham." 

f " One of the conditions, upon which the Earl of Notting*- 
ham was faid to have entered into flri^ engagements with the 
Lords of the moderate party, was their concurrence with him 
in a hill to prevent occafional confounity, which he had for- 
merly oiiged, and now defined to bring into the Houfe of 
Lords, though under another title, and with iiich claufes, as 
would, in Tome meafure, inlarge the toleration of diflentcrs, 
and be a farther fecurity to the Proteftant fucccffion, in the 
Houfe of Commons. Accordingly, on Saturday, December 15, 
171 1, his Lordfliip brought into the Houfe of Lords ** a bill 
for preferving the Proteflant religion, by better Securing the 
church of England, as by law eflabli(hcd : And for confirming 
toleration granted to th^ Proteflant diflenters, by an aft, in- 
titled, ** An aft for exempting their Majefties Proteftant fub- 
" jefts, diflcnting from the church of England, from the pe-^ 
•« nalties of certain laws ; and for the fupplying the defefts 
«* thereof ; and for the farther fecuring the Protedant fuccef- 
•* fion, by requiring the praftifers of the law, in North Britain, 
*< to take the oaths, and fubfcribe the declaration therein men* 
** tioned." His Lordfhip was fupported by the Earls of Scar- 
borough and Wharton, and fcveral other Lords ; fo that the 
bill was received, and read the firfl time without any oppoij- 
tion ; and, on the i8th of December, it pafled the Houft -oS 
Xiords, as it did that of the Commons on the 20th of thU 
■loath." 
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jdive can tell * ; a rcfolutlon of breaking the 
treaty of peace, without any pofRble fchcme for 
continuing the war : And all this owing to a 
doubtfiilnefs, or inconftancy, in one certain 
quarter, which, at this diftance, I dare not de- 
fcribe. Neither do I find any one perfon, though * 
deepeft in afiairs, who can tell what fteps to take. 
On January the fecond, the Houfe of Lords is 
to meet, and, it is expected, they will go on in 
their votes and addrefles agajnft a peace* 

On the other fide, we are endeavouring to get 
a majority, and have called up two Earls fons to 
the Houfe of Peers j and I thought fix more 
would have been called, and, perhaps, they 
may before Wednefday* We expeft the Duke 
of Somerfet, and Lord Cholmondely, will lofc 
their places ; but it is not yet done, apd we wi(h 
for one more change at Court, which you might 
guefs. " To know upon what fmall circumftances, 
and by what degrees, this change has been 
brought about, would require a great deal more 
than I can or dare write. 

There is not one, which I did not give warn- 
ing of to thofe chiefly concerned, many months 
ago ; and fo did fomc others, for they were 
vifiblc enough. This muft infallibly end, cither 
in ah cndre change of meafures and miniftry, 
or in a firm eftablifhment of our fide. Delay, 
and tendernefs to an inveterate party, have been 
Tcry inftrumental to this ill ftatc of affairs. They 

teU 

* It is faid, the DiHenters confented to be kept out, thst the 
JPapUU might not be let in. 
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tell mc, you in Ireland are furious againft l 
peace ; and it i» a great jeft to fee people in Ire* 
land furious for or agamft any thing. 

I hope to fee you in Spring, when travelU 
ing weather comes on. But 1 have a-mind to 
fee the \Q\xe of this Seflion. I reckon your 
hands are now out of mortir, and that. your 
garden is finiihed : And I fuppofe you have now 
one or two fifty pounds ready for books, which 
I will lay out for you, if you will give me direc- 
tions. 

I have increafed my own little library very 
confiderably ; I mean as far as one fifty pounds, 
which is very coafiderable for me. I have juft 
had a letter from the St Mary Ladies, &c. * I 
thought they were both dead ; but I find they 
foihctimes drink your claret ftill, and win your 
money. I am, Sir, you moft obedient humble 
f^rvant. You know ivh^^ 

I had fealed my letter, but have broke it 
open, to tell you, and all that love the 
Church and Crown, that all things arc 
now well. The Queen has turned out 
the Duke of Somerfet, and has created 
twelve new Lords, of which three arc 
Peers eldcft fons, the reft new created 5 
fo that a majority is paft difpute. Wc 
are all b the greateft joy imaginable, to 
find her Majcfty declare herfelf fo fea- 
foiiably; 

* Mrs Johnfon and Mrs Dinglcy. 
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Note* Dr Sterne made a large collcdlion of books, 
^tud ^placed them in the upper part of the deanry- 
faoufc (then built by him) which he fitted up for 
this purpofe, in one great room, with a fire-place 
at each end. He enlarged this colleftion very much 
in the fubfequent part of his life ; and when he died 
bi/hop of Clogher, in June 1745, ^^ bequeathed 
fuch books out of it, to the truftees of the public 
library in* Dublin, founded by Primate Marfh, as 
they wanted. The remainder he direcEled to be 
fold, and the money to be dividtd amongfl the 
curates of his diocefe : But as thofe gentlemen chofe 
rather to have the books divided amongfl them, 
their requeft was C9mpli€d with by the bifhop's exe- 
cutors ; and all the books, being a great number, 
were divided into lots, as nearly equal as poflible in 
value, and nailed up in boxes, that were nuidbered* 
Duplicates of thefe numbers were written on pieces 
of paper, and the curates drew for them. 



LETTER ex. 

MR SECRETARY ST JOHN TO DR SWIFT, 
IN 1772, WHEN HE WAS WRITING THE 
. HISTORY *. 

DEAR Doftor, I afk your pardon for my 
miftake ; and I fend you the right paper. 
I am, in ficknefs and in health, ever your faithful 
friend, and obedient fervant, H. ST. JOHN. 

Vol. XIV. ' Y LET- 

* Of the four lad years of Queen Anne. 
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LETTER CXI. 

THE SAME AFTER HE WAS CREATED L' 
BOL^NGBROKE, TO DR SWIFT. 

Jan. J, 1 712, Thurfday tnorningy two o\ 

THCy I have not feen you, I did not ft 
write to Lord Treafurer. ** Non tu; 
** agitur,** dear Jonathan. It is the Treafu 
caufe *, it is my caufe, 'tis every man's c 
who is embarked on our bottofh. Depend 
on it, that I never will negledl any opportui 
of (hewing that true efteem, that fincere affe£] 
and honeft friendfhip, for you, which fills 
breaft of your faithful fervant, 

^ BOLINGBRO 

LETTER CXIL 

MRS LONG * TO DR SWIFT. 

Nov. 18, V 

IF you will again allow me the pleafurc 
hearing from you, without murmuring 
will let you enjoy that of laughing at me 



* This fcems to relate to the promotion of Dr Swi: 
which Lord Bolingbroke, in one of his letters, charges the 
Treafurer with being extremely backward. Dr Swift w^ 
Dean of St Patrick's about May following. 

f Thus indorfed by the Do<ftor : Poor Mrs Long's laft L 
written ^e weeks before ihe died. 
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any foolifli word I mifapply ; for I know you 
arc too reafonable to expedl me to be nicely 
right in the matter : But then, when you take a 
fancy to be angry, pray let me know it quietly, 
that I may clear my meanings, which are always 
far from offending my friends, however unhappy 
I may bo in my expreflions. Could I expeft 
you to remember any part of my letters fo long 
ago, I would afk you, that you fhould know 
where to find me when you had a-mind to it ; 

-but I fuppofe jpvL were in a romantick ftrain, 
and«idefigned to have -furprifed me, talking to 
myfelf in a wood, or by the-fea. Forgive the dul- 
nefs of my apprehenffon, and if telling you that 
i am at Linn will not do, I will print it, however 
inconvenient it may yet be to me 5 for I am not 
the better for the old Lady's death, but am put 
in hopes of being eafy at Chriftmas ; however, 
I fhall ftill continue to be Mrs Smyth, near St 

• Nicholas's church in the town aforefaid ; fo much 
for my affairs. — Now as to my health, that was 
much out of order lafl Summer ; my diftemper 
was a dropfy or afthma (you know what I mean, 
but I cannot fpell it right) or both, lazy diftem- 
pcrs, which I was too lazy to moleft whilll they 
would let me fit in quiet ; but when they grew 
fo unreafonable as not to let me do that, I ap- 
plied myfelf to Dr Inglis, by whofe advice I am 
now well enough. To give you the beft account 
I caji of this place, the ladies will make any re- 
turns, if one may believe what they fay of one 
Y 2 another^ 
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another ; the men I know little of, for I am 
here, what you have often upbraided me with, a 
Prude, in every thing but cenfuring my neigh- 
bours : A couple of divines, two aldermen, and a 
cuftom-houfe officer, are all my men acquaint- 
ance ; the gay part of the to\i>^n I knpw nothing 
•of ; and although, for the honour of tjpie place, I 
will fuppofe there are good poets, yet that I 
never enquired after. I have a fhelf pretty well 
filled at home, but want a Mifcellany Mr Steele 
put out laft year ; JVIifs Hefly jiromifed it me, 
but has forgot it : I fancy you have intereflr 
enough with him to get it for me. I whTi too, 
at your leifut^e, you would make a pedigree for 
me ; the people here want fadly to know what 
I am ; I pretend to no more than being of-Georgc 
Sfnytfe's fan\ily of Nitly, but do not talk much 
of it, for fear of betraying myfelf; fo they fan- 
cy ibme myftery to be in the matter, and would 
give their rivals place to be fatisfied. At firft 
they thought I came hither to make my fortune^ 
by catching up fome of their young fellows ; 
but having avoicJed that fort of company, I am 
ftill a riddle they know not what to make of. 
Many of them feem to love -me well enough ; for 
I hear all they fay of one another without making 
rnifchief among them, and give them tea and 
coffee when I have it, which are the greateft 
charms ' I can boaft of : The fine Lady I have 
left to Moll (who I fuppofe was at the Bath) or 
any other that will take it up •, for I am grown a 
I good 
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o3 houfe-wife ; I can pot and pickle, Sir, and 
ndle a needle very prettily : See Mifs Ileffey's 
irf, i think that is improving mightily. If 
ifs Hefly keeps company with the cldcft Kat- 
1, and is ftill a politician, fhe is not the girl I 
3k her for ; but to me fhe feems melancholy. 
re Mr St John is not fo altered but he will make 
urns J biit how can I pretend to judge of any 
ng, when my poor coufin is taken for an 
rmaphrodite ? a thing I as little fufpefted her 
•, as railing at any body ; I know fo little caufe 
: It, that 1 muft be filent. I . hear but little of 
lat is done in the world, but fhould be glad 
; miniftry did themlilvcs the jufl:i(^e to diftir\^- 
ifh'men of merit : May I wifli you joy of any 
rfermcnt ? I fhall do it heartily ; but if you 
ve got nothing, I am bufy to as much pur- 
fe as you, although my employments are next 
picking fti'aws. Oh ! but you arc acquainted 
th my Lord Fitzharding, far which 1 rejoice 
th you, and am 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
ANNE LONG. 



LET. 
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L E T. T E R CXm. 

MR SHOWER TO THE LORD HIGH 1 
SURER OXFORD. 

My Lord, Londoriy Dec, 20, 

THOUGH there be little reafon to > 
your LorcKhip {hould interpofe in i 
of the Diflenters, who have been fo ftian 
abandoned, fold, and facrificed by their pr< 
friends 5 the attempt is however fo gloric 
all its views, tendencies^ and profpefts, t 
It be not too late, I would moft humbly bei 
Lordfliip, not to be immoveable, as to tha 
ter- The fatal confequences of that bill, < 
be expreffed : I dread to think of fome of 
and (hall as much rejoice with many thoi 
if you may be inftrumental to prevent it. 
Heaven direft you in this, and in all you 
affaks, for the public, good of your cc 
I am^ 

My honoured Lord> 

Tour moft obedient Servant, 

JOHN SHO^ 
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LETTER. CXIV. 

ANSWER TO MR SHOWER \ 

Rev. SiR^ Dec. 21, lyir- 

HA D not a Tcry painful diftemper confined 
mc, I had defired the favour of feeing 
you fome time fince ; and I fhoutd have fpokea 
very plainly to you, as I fhall whenever I fee 
you. I have long foretold, that the DiiTenters 
nanft be faved, whether they will or no : They 
refift even reftraining grace ; and would almoft 
convince me, that the notion of man^s being a 
mechanifm, is true in every part. To fee men 
moved as puppets, with rage for their intereft, 
with envy afting againft their own intereft, " ha- 
** ving men's perfons in admiration :" Not only 
thofe of' their own body, who certainly are the 
firft who pretend to confummate wifdom and 
deep policy; yet have (hewn, that they knew 
not the common afiairs of this nation, but arc 
•* dwellers in thick clay.** They are Epicureans 
in aft, Puritans in profeflion. Politicians in con- 
ceit, and a prey and laughing-ftock to the De- 
lfts, and fynagogue of the Libertines, in whom 
they have tnifted, and to whofe infallibility they 
have fold themfclves and their congregations. 

All 

• The Anfwer was written by Dr Swift, as appears not only 
fronci his hand-writing, but particularly ftom a corrc^on in the 
•ri^inal drao^ht* 



bill during that term ot years, which the 
not oppofed in the Houfc of Commons ; c 
ry to the praftice of thofe very few Diff 
which were in the Parliament in King Char 
Second's time, who thereby united themfe 
the country-gentlemen, the advantage of 
they found for many year's after. But no^ 
have lifted themfelves with thofe, who ha 
denied our Saviour, and now have fold th^ 
I have written this, only to fhew you, 
am ready to do every thing that is practical 
fave people who are bargained for by thei 
crs, and given up by their minifters : I fa; 
minifters ; becaufe it is averred and' reprei 
that the Difleming minifters have been con 
and are confenting to this bill. By what lie 
arts, they are brought to this, I do not c 
mention ; but, as to myfelf, the engineers 
bill thought they had obtained a great adv 
againft me : Finding I had ftopt it in the 
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1 guefs by your letter, that you do not know 
that the bill, yefterday, pafled both Houfes, the 
Lords having agreed to the amendments made by 
the Commons ; fo that there is no room to do 
any thing upon that head. 

What remains is to defire, that the Diflenters 
may feriovily think from whence they are fallen, 
and do their firft works, — and recover their re- 
putatioH) of fobriety, integrity, and love of their 
country, which is the fincere and hearty prayec 
of. 

Reverend Sir, 

Your moft faithful, and 
moft humble fervant, 

OXFORD. 



LETTER CXV. 

DR SACHEVERELL * TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Southwarky Jan, 31, 171 1-12. 

SINCE you have been pleafed to undertake 
the generous office, of foliciting my good 
Lord-Treafurer's favour in my behalf, 1 (hould be 
very ungrateful, if 1 did not return you my moft 

hearty 

• This gentleman's trial upon an impeachment, is well known. 
Swift fa/s. It arofc from a foolifh paflionate pique, of \the Earl 
of Godolphin, whom he was fuppofed, in a fermoDi to have re« 
ileOed on, under the name of Volpone. See Memoirs relating to 
the Chang;e in the Qu^n's Minidry, in thf volumes juft publiQi- 
•d by Mr Deane Swift. 
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hearty thanks for it, and my humbleft acknow- ■ ^ 
ledgments to his Lordfhip, for the fuccefs it has 
met with. 

I received laft Monday, a meflage by my pupil 
Mr Lloyd, reprefentative of Shropfliire, from 
Mr Harley, by his Lordfhip's order, to enquire 
what my brother was qualified for. I told him, 
having failed in his trade, he had been out of bu- 
finefs for fome years, during which time I had 
entirely maintained him and his family : That his 
education had not qualified him for any confr 
derable or nice poft ; but that if his Lordfliip 
thought him an objeft of his favour, I entirely 
fubmitted him to his difpofal, and fliould be very 
thankful to his goodnefs, to eafe me of part of 
that heavy burden of my fanuly, which required 
more than my poor circumftances could allow of. 

I am informed alfo, that I am very much in- 
debted to my great countryman, Mr Secretary 
St John, for his generous recommendation of 
this matter to his Lordfhip. I fhould be proud 
of an opportunity of expreffing my gratitude to 
that eminent patriot, for whomj no one that 
wifhes the welfare or honour 9f his church, or 
country, can have fo great a veneration. 

But for yourfelf, good Doftor, who was the 
firft fpring to move it, I can never fufficiently ac- 
knowledge the obligation. I fhould be glad, if 
you wiU command me, in any time or place, to do 
It, whidK "lirill be a farther favour conferred on, 
Reverend Sir, your mofl faithful fervant, 

H. SACHEVERELL. 
I 
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I am told there is a place in the cuftom- 
houfe void, called the Searchers ; which, 
if proper to alk, I would not prefume ; 
but rather leave it to his Lordihip's dif- 
pofaL 



LETTER CXVL 

TO MRS JOHNSON. 

London^ April 2J^^ 1 7 12. 

I HAD your*s two or three days ago. I can 
hardly anfwer it now. Since my laft, I 
have be^n extremely ill. TTis this day, jaft a 
month, fince I felt the pain on the tip of my left 
Ihoulder. Where my pain was, a cruel itching 
feieed me, beyond whatever I could imagine, and 
kept me awake feveral nights. I rubbed it vehe- 
mcntly^ but did not fcratch it ; then it grew into 
three or four great fores like blifters, and run : 
At laft I advifed the doftor to ufe it like a blifter, 
fe I did with melilot plaifters, which ftill run ; 
and I am now in pain enough, but am daily 
mending. I kept my chamber a fortnight, then 
went.out a day or two, but confined myfelf two 
days ago. I went to a neighbour to dine, but 
ycfterday again kept at home. To-day I will 
venture abroad, and hope to be well in a week or 
ten days. I never fufiered fo much fflffffty life. 
I will go and try to walk a little. Farewell. 

LET- 
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LETTER CXVir. 

TO M R_S H 1-L L. 

Madam, May^ 1712. 

I WAS commanded fome days ago to do what 
I had long a mind to, but avoided, becaufe I 
would not offend your prudence, or ftrain your 
eyes. But my Lord Mafham affures me there is 
no danger of either ; and that you have courage 
enough to- read a letter, though it comes from a 
. man, provided it be one of no confequencc, 
IvJiich his Lordihip would infinuate to be my 
cafe ; but I hope you will not affront me fo high- 
ly, as to underftand it fo. There is not a grain 
of news in this town, or five miles about it, 
worth fending you ; and what we receive from 
Windfor, is full as infignificant, except the ac- 
counts of the Queen's health, and your houie- 
keephig. We are affured, that you keep a con- 
ftaiu talkie, and that your guefts leave you with 
full ftomachs and full pockets : That Dr Ar- 
bnthnot fometimes leaves his beloved. green cloth, 
to corne and receive your chidings, and pick up 
your money. We intend fhortly to reprefent 
yo;ir cafe to my Lord Treafurer, as what de- 
ferves commiferation 5 but we hope the matter 
is already fettled between his Lordfliip and you, 
anJ that you are inftrufted to be thus magnifi-v 
cent, in order to carry on the caufe. We rec- 
I ' kon 
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n his Lordfhip's life is now fccure, fince a 
ntinuatioa of band-boxes^ and ink-horns, the 
gines of late times, were employed in vain to 
ftroy him. He will do m^ the juftice to tell 
u, that I never fail of toafting you under the 
me of the Governefs of Dunkirk, and that 
u have the honour to be very particularly in 
y good graces. My Lady Mafliam ftill conti- 
les in a doubtful ftate of neither up nor down ; 
d one of her fervants told mine, that they did 
>t expedt fhe would cry out this fortnight. I 
w, yeflerday, our brother Hill, who promifes 
be more thrifty of liis health, and feems to 
Lve a pretty good ftock of it. I hope you re- 
ive no vifits from the head-ach and the fpleen ; 
nd one who knows your conftitution very well, 
Ivifes you, by all means, againft fitting in the 
ifk at your window, or on the ground, leaning 
1 your hand, or at fee-fa w in your chair. I am, 
Madam, &c. 



LETTER CXVIIL 

TO MRS DINGLEY. 

London, May 10, 1712. 

[HAVE not yet eafe or humour enough to 
go on in my journal method, thou^ I have 
ft my chamber thefe ten days. A journal, 
hile I was fick, would have been a noble thing, 
lade up of pain and phyfic, vifits and meflages ; 
Vol. XIV. Z the 
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the two laft were almoft as troublefome as the 
two firft. One good circumftancc is, that I am 
grown much leaner. In anfwer to your good 
opinion of my difeafe, the doAors fay they never 
faw any thing fo odd of the kind ;. they were 
not properly fhingles, but iarpes mi/iaris, ' ani 
twenty other hard names. I can never be fick 
like other people, but always fomething out of 
the common way ; and as for your notion of its 
coming without pain, it neither came, nor ftayed, 
nor Avent without pain, and the moft pain I ever 
bore in my life. It is not a fign of health, but a 
fign, that if it had not come out, fome terrible 
fit of ficknefs would have folk>wed. I was at 
pur fociety laft Thurfday, to receive a new mem- 
ber, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; but I 
drink nothing above wine and water. We fhali 
have a peace foon, I hope, or at leaft * entirely 
hi'oke ; but I believe the firft. My letter to 
Lord Treafurer, about the Englifli tongue, is now 
printing ; and I fufier my name 'to be put at the 
end of it, which I never did before in my life 
The appendix to the third part of John Bull, was 
publifhed yefterday; it is equal to the reft. I 
hope you read John Bull. It was a Scotch gen- 
tleman, a friend of mine, that writ it ; but they 
put it upon me. The parliament will hardly be 
up till June. We were like to be undone ftmc 
days ago ti^ith a tack * } but we carried it bravely, 

and 

* A tack is a bill tacked to a mooey-bill, that as both muft 
be pafTed or rejected together^ the tacked bill may pais, becau£p 
the money bill muft. 
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and the Whigs came in to help us. Poor Lady 
Mafham, I am afraid, will lofe her only fon, a- 
bout a twelve-month old, with the King's evil. 
Bernage has been twice to fee me of late. His 
regiment will be broke, and he only upon half- 
pay ; fo perhaps he thinks he will want me a- 
gain. I have been returning the vkits of thofe 
thai fent, how do you in my ficknefs ? particulaj-ly 
the Duchcfs of Hamilton, who came and fat 
with me two hours. I make bargains with all 
people that I dine with, to let me fcrub my back 
againft a chair ; and the Duchefs of Ormond 
was forced to bear it the other day. Many of 
roy friends are gone to Kenfington, where the 
Queen has been removed for fome time. This 
is a long letter for a fick body. I will begin the 
next in the journal way, though my journals 
will be forry ones. My left hand is very weak, 
and trembles j but my right fide has not been 
touched. This is a pitifiil letter, for want of a 
better ; but plagued with a tetter, my fancy does 
fetter. Ah ! my poor willows and quickfets. 
Well, but you muft read John Bull : Do you 
underftand it all ? Farewell. 



Za LET- 
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LETTER CXIX. 

TO MRS DINGLE Y. 

London, May 31, 1712. 

I CANNOT yet arrive to my jouroal letters, 
my pains continuing ftill, though with lefs 
violence ; but I don't love to write journals while 
I am in pain. But, however, I am fo inuch 
mended, that I intend my next (hall be in the 
old way ; and yet I fhall perhaps break my refo- 
lution when I feel pain. I believe I have loft cre- 
dit with you, in relation to my coming over; 
but I proteft it is impoflil)le for one, who has 
any thing to do with this miniftry, to be certain 
when he fixes any time. There is a bufinefs, 
which, till it take fome turn or other, I cannot 
leave this place in prudence or honour. And I 
never inclined fo much as now, that I had flayed 
in Irchnd ; but the dye is caft, and is now a 
fpinning, and, till it fettles, I cannot tell whether 
it be an ace or a fife. The moment I am ufcd 
ill, I will leave them •, but know not how to do 
it, while things are in fuipence. The fefifron will 
foon be over, (I believe in a fortnight) and the 
peace, we hope, will be made iri a fhort time; 
and then there will be no further occafion for 
me ; nor have I any thing to trufl to, but Court 
gratitude ; fo that I expert to fee my willows a 
month after the parliament is up. Have you 

fcen 
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feen m7 letter to Lord Treafurer ? There arc 
two anfwcrs come out to it already ; tliough it is 
no politics, but a harmlefs propofal about the 
improvement of the EnglifH tongue. I believe i^ 
I writ an eflav upon a ftraw, Ibme fool would 
an f we r it. I am juft now thinking to lodge at 
Kcnfington, for the air. Lady Mafham has teaz- 
ed me to do it, but bufinefs has hindered me ; 
but now Lord Treafurer has removed thither. 
Fifteen of our fociety dined together,^ under a ca- 
tiopy in an arbour at Parfon's Green, laft Thurf- 
day ; I never fuw any thing fo fine and romantic. 
We got a great victory lafl WednefJay, in the 
Houfe of Lords, by a majority, I think, of twen- 
ty-eight •, and the Whigs had d^^fired their friends 
to befpeak places, to fee I^ord Treafurer carried to 
the To'wer. I met your Higgins here yefterday ^ 
he roars at the infolence of the Whigs in Ireland, 
talks much of his own fufFerings and expences, in 
aflertifig the caufr of the church •, and I find he 
would fain plead merit enough, to dtfire that his 
fortune fliould be mended. I believe he defigns: 
to make as much noife as he can, in order to 
preferment. I am printing a threepenny pam- 
phlet, and fhall print another in a fortnight ; antj. 
then I have done, unlefs fome new occafioa 
ftarts. I believe the news of the Duke of Or- 
niond producing letters in the council of waj,. 
with orders not to fight, will furprife you in Ire- 
land. Lord Treafurer • faid in the Hot:fe of 
Lords, that in a few days the treaty of'pcacd^ 
• 21 3 fhould 
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(hould be laid before them ; and our Coart 
thought it wrong to hazard a battle, and facri- 
fice many lives in fuch a juncture. If the peace 
holds, all will do well, otherwife I know not 
how we fhall weather it. And it was reckoned as 
a wrong ftep in politics, for Lord Treafurer to 
open himfelf -fo much. The fecretary would not 
go far to fatisfy the Whigs in the Hou(e of Com^ 
mons ; but there all went fwimminglv. I dined 
the other day with Lord Rivers, who is fick at 
his country-houfe, and he (hewed me all hit 
cherries blafted. Faixwell. 



LETTER CXX 

TOMRS DINGLE T. 

Ken/tngton, June 17, 17 12.. 

I II AVE lodged here near a fortnight, partly 
for the air and exercife,— partly to be near 
the Court, where dinners are to be found. I 
generally get a lift in a coach to town, and in 
the evening I walk back. On Saturday I dined 
with the Duchefs of Ormond, at her lodge near 
Sheen, and thought to get a boat as ufual. I 
walked by the bank to Kcw, but no boat ; then 
to Mortlake, but no boat ; and it was nine 
o'clock. At laft a little fculler called, full of 
nafty people. I made him fet me down at Ham- 
Dierfmith^ fo walked two miles to this place, and 

got 
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got here by eleven. Laft night I had another 
filch di£SLculty« I was in the city till paft tea 
at night ; it rained hard, but no coach to be 
had. It was over a little, and I walked all the 
way here, and got home by twelve. I love thefe 
ihabby difficulties when they are over ; but I 
hate them, becaufe they arife from not having 
a thoufand pounds a-year. I had your's about 
three days ago, which I will now anfwer. And 
fir ft, I did not relapfe, but I came out before 
I ought. The firft going abroad made people 
think I was quite recovered, and I had no more 
meflages afterwards. Well, but John Bull is 
not wrote by the perfon you imagine. It is too 
good for ^another to own. Had it been Grub* 
ftreet, I would have let people think as they 
pleafe ; and I think that's right : Is it not ? I 
am 'againft Dr Smith. I drink little water with 
my wine, yet I believe he is right. Dr Cock- 
burn told me, a little wine would not hurt me ; 
but it is hot and dry, and water is dangerous. 
The worft thing there, is my evenings at Lord 
Maiham's, where Lord Treafurer comes, and 
we fat till after twelve. But it is convenient I 
ihould be among them, for a-while, as much as 
poffiUe. I need not tell you why. But I hope 
that will be at an end in a month or two, one 
way or other, and , I am refolved it fhall ; but 
I can't go to yunbridge, or any where elfe out 
o£ the way, in this jun£hire. Higgins is here> 
roaring that all is wrong in Ireland, and would 
lutv^ me get him an audience of Lord Treafurer^ 

to 
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to tell him fo ; but I will hare nothing to do in 
it, no, not I. We have had no thunder till 
laft night, and till then we were dead for want 
of rain ; but there fell a great deal : No field 
looked green. I reckon the Queen will go to 
Windfor in three or four weeks ; and if the 
fecretary takes a houfe there, I Ihall be fome- 
times with him. I heard fomebody coming up 
flairs, and forgot I was in the country. I was 
afraid of a vifitor ; that is one advantage of be- 
ing here, that I am not teazed with folicitors. , 
Moult the chymift is my acquaintance. 1 fent 
the queftion to him about Sir Walter Raleigh'sl 
cordial, and the anfwer he returned is in 
thefe words : ** My fervice to Dr Smith ; it is 
" dirc<^ly after Mr Boyle's receipt.** That 
commiffion is performed ; if he wants any of it, 
Moult fhall ufe him fairly, I fuppofe Smith is 
one of your phyficians. Well, but now for the 
peace ; why, we expedl it daily ; but the French 
have the ftafF in their ovn hands, and we truft 
to their honefty. I Nvifh it were otherwife. 
Things are now in the way of being foon in the 
extremes of well or ill. I hope and believe the 
firft. Lord Wharton is gone out of town in a 
rage, and curfes himfelf, and friends, for ruining 
themfelves, in defending Lord Marlborough and 
Godolphin, and taking Nottingham into their 
favour. He fwears he will meddle no more 
^during this reign ; a pretty fpeech at fixty-fix, 
and the Queen is near twenty ye^s younger^ 
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and now in very good health ; for you muft 
know her health is fixed by J! certain reafon, 
that fhc has done with braces (I muft ufe the 
cxprefllon) and nothing ill has happened to her 
iince i fo ihe has a new leafe of her life. Read 
the letter to the Whig Lord *. Farewell. 



LETTER CXXL 

TO MRS D INGLE Y. 

Kenftngton^ July i, 17 1 2. 

J NEVER was in a worfe ftarion for writing 
letters, than this ; for I go to town early ; 
and when I come home at night, I generally go 
tQ Lord Mafham's, where Lord Treafurer comes, 
and we ftay till paft twelve ; but I am now refolved 
to write journals again, though my fhoulder is 
not yet well. - It is now high cherry- time with us ; 
take notice. Is it fo foon with you \ And we have 
early apricots ; and goofeberries are ripe. On 
Sunday, Arch-deacon Parnel came here to fee 
me. It feems he has been ill, for grief of his 
wife's death, and has been two months at the 
Bath. He has a mind to go to Dunkirk with 

Jack 

• " It was pubH(hecl under the title of A Letter from the 
Pretender to a Whig Lord, dated at Germains, July 8, 17 IZ. 
The defign of this fiditious letter, was to throw off the odium 
of an intention to bring in the Pretender, from the High- 
Church party, on their antagonifts the WhigS.** 
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Jack llill, and I perfuade him to it, and ha?e 
fpoke to Hill to receive him ; but I doubt he 
won*t have fpirit to go. I have made Foord * 
Gazetteer^ and got two hundred pounds a year 
fettled on the employment, by the fecretaries of 
ftate, befide the perquiiites* It is the prettieft 
employment in England of its bignefs ; yet the. 
puppy does not feem fatisfied v^ith it. I think 
people keep fome follies to themfelves^ till they 
have occafion to produce them. He thinks it not 
genteel enough, and makes twenty difficulties 
It is impoffible to make any man eafy. His falary 
is paid him every week,^ if he pleafes, without 
taxes or abatements. He has little to da for it. 
He has a pretty office, with coals, candles, pa- 
pers, &c. can frank what letters he will ; and his 
perquifites, if he takes care, may be worth one 
hundred pounds more. I hear the biihop of 
Clogher is landing, or landed, in England ; and 
I hope to fee him in a few days. I was to fee 
Mrs Bradley on Sunday night. Her youngeft 
fon is to marry fomebody worth nothing, and 
her daughter was forced to leave Lady Giffiird f, 
becaufe Ihe was ftriking up an intrigue with a 
footman, who played well on the flute. This is 
the mother's account of it. Yefterday, the old 
bilhop of Worcefter |, who pretends to be a 

prophet^ 

• « Charles Foord, Efq; feveral of whofc letters arc in this 
colleftion.' 

f * Martha, fiftcr to Sir William. Temple. She died in IJM^ 
aged 84-* I 
' I « I>r William Lloyd.* 
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prophet, weiit to, the Queen, by appointment, to 
prove to her Majefty, out of Daniel, and the Re- 
velations, that four years hence there would be 
a war of religion j that the King of France 
would be a Proteftant, and fight on their fide ; 
and the popedom would be deftroyed, &c. And 
declared, that he would be content, to give up 
lus bifhoprick, if it were not true. Lord Trea- 
furer, who told it me, was by, and fome others ; 
and I am told. Lord Treafurer confounded him 
iadly in his own hearing, which made the old 
fool very quarrelfome. He is near ninety years 
old. Have you feen Toland's Invitation to DiC- 
mal * ? How do you like it ? But it is an imi- 
tation of Horace, and perhaps you do not under- 
fiand Horace. Here has beei^ a great fweep of 
employments, and we expe£t ftil^ more removals. 
The Court feems refolved to make thorough 
work. Mr Hill intended to fet out to-morrow for 
Dunkirk, of which he is appointed governor; 
but he tells me to-day, he cannot go till Thurfday 
or Friday. I wi(h it were over. Mr Secretary 
tells me, he is in no fear at all, that France will 
play tricks with us. If we have Dunkirk once» 
all is fafe. We rail now all againft the Dutch, 
who indeed have aAed like knaves, fools, and 
madmen. Mr Secretary 'is foon to be made a 
Vifcount. He defired I would draw the preamble 
of his patent ', but I excufed myfelf from a work, 

that 

• The Earl of Nottingham. See the poem among the poft^ 
Imnous Pieces, publifhed by Mr Deane Swift. 



C76 D E A N S WI F T's 

that might lofe me a great deal of reputation, and \^^ 
get me very little. We would fain have the \ 
Court make him an Earl, but it will not be ; and j | 
therefore he will not take the title of Bolingbroke, 
which is lately extinft in the elder brajich of his 
family. I have advifed him to be called Lord 
Pomfret : But he thinks that title is already in 
fome other family ; and, befides, he obje£b, that 
it is in Yorkfliire, where he has no ^ate : But 
there is nothing in that, and I love Pomfret. 
Why? 'Tis in all our hiftories ; they are full of 
Pomfret-caftle. Steele was arretted the other day 
for making a lottery, dire<n.ly againft an A^ of 
Parliament. He is now under profecution j but 
they think it will be dropped, out of pity. I be-, 
lieve he will very foon lofe his employment, for 
he has been mighty impertinent of late, in his 
Spe£lators •, and I will never offer a word in his 
behalf. Raymond writes me word, that the bi- 
fliop of Meath * was going to fummon me, in 
Older to fufpenfion for abfence, if the provoft 
had not prevented him. I am prettily rewarded 
for getting them their firft-fruits. We have had 
very litdc hot weather during the whole month 
of jun^ ; and, for a week patt, we have had a 
great deal of rain, though not every day. I am 
juft now told, that the governor of Dunku^k has 
not orders yet, to deliver up the town to Jack 
. i Hill 

* * DrWillijim Moreton, tranflated to that See, from Kil- 
darr, hi 1705. i^e clitd the aill ofNovembcr, 1715.' 
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Hill and his forces, but expcfts them dally. This 
mufl put off Hill*s journey a while,- and I don't 
ike thefe ftoppings in fuch an affair. Fai*ewell. 



LETTER GXXIL 

- TO MRS DINGLEY. 

Kenftngion^ July 17, 1712* 

I A M weary of living in this place, and glad 
to leave it foon. The Queen goes on Tuef- 
day to Windfor, and I fhall follow in three or 
four days after. I can do nothing here, going 
early to London, and' coming^te from it, and 
fupping at Lady Maftiam's. I dined to-day with 
the Duke of Argyll, at Kew ; and would not go 
to the Court to-night, becaufe of writing to you. 
Since Dunkirk has been in our hands, Gnibftreet 
has been very fruitful. I have wrote five or fix 
Grubftrcet papers this laft week. 

Have you feen Toland's Invitation to Difmal, 
or, A Hue and Cry after Difmal 5 or, A fiallad 
on Dunkirk ; or, An Agreement that Dunkii:k 
is not in our hands ? Poh ! You have feen no- 
thing. I am dead here with the hot weather ; 
yet I walk eveiy night home, and believe it does 
me good 5 but my flioulder is not yet right \ itch- 
ings and fcratchings, and fmall akings. I have 
heard of the bifhbp's * making me uneafy, but I 
Vol. XIV. A a - did 

• « OfMcath.* 
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•did not think it was jbecaufe I never wrote to him. 
A little would make nie write to lum. 1 find I 
am obliged to the provoft, for keeping the bifhop 
from being impertinent. I never talked to Hig- 
gins but once in the ftreet, and I believe he and 
I (hall hardly meet but by chance. What care I, 
whether my letter to Lord Treafurer be com- 
mended there or no ? Why does not fomebody 
among you anfwer it, as three or four have done 
here ? You hear Secretaiy St John is made 
Vifcount Bolingbroke. I could hardly perfuadc 
him to take that title, becaufe the eldeft branch 
of his family, had it in an earldom, and it was 
laft year extinft. Jack Hill fent his fifter a pat- 
tern of a head-dif fs from Dunkirk ; it. was like 
a fafhion twenty years ago, only not quite fo 
high, and looks very ugly. I have made Trap 
chaplain to Lord Bolingbroke, and he is mighty 
happy and thankful for it. Mr Addifon returned 
me my vifit this morning. He lives in our town. 
1 fliall be mighty retired, and mighty bufy for a 
while at Windfor. Pray, why don't you go to 
Trim, and fee Laracor, and give me an account 
of the garden and the rivet*, and the hollies and 
the cherry-trees on the river- walk ? 

19. I could not fend this letter laft poft, being 
called away before I could finifli it. I dined 
yefterday with Lord Treafurer -, fat with them till 
ten at night ; yet could not find a minute for 
fome bufinefs I had with him. He brought mc 
to Kenfington, and Lord Bolingbroke would not 

let 
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let me gb away till two. To-day there will be 
another Grub, A letter from the Pretender to a 
Whig Lord. Gpubftreet has but ten days to live; 
then an A<St of Parliament takes place, that ruins 
it, by taxing every half-fheet at a half-penny. Wc 
have news juft £ome, but not the particulars, that 
the Earl of Albemarle, at the head of eight thou- 
fand Dutch, is beaten, loft the greateft part of 
his men, and himfelf made a prifoner. This 
perhaps may cool their courage, and make them 
think of a peace. The Duke of Ormond has 
got abundance of credit, by his good conduft. of 
affairs in Flanders. Farewell. 



LETTER CXXIII. 

TO MRS i>INGLEY. 

London^ Aug. 7, 1712^ 

I LEFT Windfor on Monday laft, upon Lord 
Bolingbroke's being gone to France ; and 
ibmebody's being here, that I ought often to con- 
iblt with in an affair I am upon : But that perfoa 
talks of returning to Windfor again, and I be- 
lieve I (hall follow him. - 1 am now in a hedge 
lodging, very bufy, as I am every day till noon ; 
fo that this letter is like to be fhort, and you arc 
not to blame me thefe two months 5 for I proteft, 
if I ftudy ever fo hard, I believe I cannot in that 
time compafs what I am upon. "We have a fever 
A a 2 botk 
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both here and at Windfor, which hardly any bo- 
dy mifles ; but it laf^s not above three or four 
days, and kills nobody. The Queen had forty 
fervants dbwn in it at once. I dined ycfterday 
with Lord Treafurcr, but could do no bufinefsi 
though he fent for me, I thought, on purpofe ; 
but he defires ] will dine with him again to-day. 
Windfor is a moft delightful place, and at this 
time abounds in dinners. My lodgings look up- 
on Eaton and the Thanies. I wifh I was owner 
of them ; they belong to a prebend. Do you 
know, that Grubflrect is dead and gone laft week? 
No more ghofts or murders, now, for love 
or money. I plied it pretty clofe the laft fort- . 
night, and publiQied at leaft feven penny papers 
of my own, befides fome of other people's 5 but 
now every fingle half-flieet, pays a half-penny to 
the Queen. The Obfervator is fallen ; the Med- 
leys arc jumbled together with the Flying Poft ; 
the Examiner is deadly fick ; the SpecStator keeps 
up, and doubles its price ; I know' not how long 
It will hold. Have you fcen the red ftamp the pa- 
pers are marked with ? Methinks the ftamping is 
worth a half- penny. Lord Bolingbroke and Prior 
fet out for France laft Saturday. My Lord's bufi- 
nefs is to haften the peace, before the Dutch are 
too much mauled ; and to hinder France from 
carrying the jeft of beating them too far. Have 
you fcen the fourth part of John Bull ? It is 
equal to the reft, and extremely good. The 
biihop of Clogher's fon has been ill of St 

Anthony's 
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Anthony's fire, but is now quite well. I was 
afraid his fece would be fpoiled, but it is not. 
Dilly is juft .as he ufed to be, and puns as plenti- 
fully, and as bad. Raymond wrote to me, that 
lie intended to invite you to Trim., Are you, have 
you, will you be there ? If you have not your 
letters in due time, for two months hence, im- 
pute it to my being tofticated between this and 
Windfor. Poor Lord Winchelfea * is dead, to 
my great grief. He was a worthy honeft gentle- 
man, and a particular friend of mine : And, 
what is yet worfe, my old acquaintance, Mrs 
Finch f, is now Countefs of Winchelfea, the title 
being fallen to her hufban^, but without much 
cftate. I have been poring my eyes all this morn- 
ing, and it is now paft two afternoon, fo I fhall 
take a little walk in the park. Do you play at 
ombre ftill ? Or is that off by Mrs Stoyte's ab- 
ience, and Mrs Manley's grief ? Farewell. 



Aa3 LET- 



♦ • Charles, Earl of Winchelfea, firft Lord Commiflioner of." 
Trade and Plantations. He died, Auguft 14, 171a.* 

f * Ann, daughter of Sir William Kingfmiii, of Sidmonton,, 
in Hampfhirc, wife of Hencagc Finch, Earl of Winchelfea. She. 
was author of The Spleen, and other Poems. She died,. Auguilr 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

TO GENERAL HILL.* 

SIR, Windfor^Caftle, Aug. I2, 1712^ 

WITH great difficulty I recovered your 
prefent, of the fineft box in France, out 
of the hands of Mrs Hill : She alloVed her own 
to be the prettieft, but then mine was the hand- 
fomeft \ and, in fliort, (he would part with nei- 
ther. I pleaded my brotherhood, and got -my 
Lord and Lady Mafliam to intercede ; and, at 
laft, ihe threw it mc with a heavy figh : But, 
now it is in my pofleffion, I wifh you had fent a 
paper of direftions how I fhall keep it. You 
that fit at your eafe, and have nothing to do but 
to keep Dunkirk, never confider the difficulties 
you have brought upon me : Twenty Ladies have 
threatened to feize or furprize my box ; and 
what are twenty thoufand French or Dutch, in 
comparifon of thofe ? Mrs Hill fays, it was a . 
very idle thing in you to fend fuch a prefent, to 
a man who can neither punKh nor reward you, 
fince Grubftreet is no more : For the Parliament 
has killed all the mufes of Grubftreet, wlio yet, 
in their laft moments, cried out nothing but Dun- 
krrk. My Lord Treafurer, who is the moft ma- 
licious perfon in the world, fays you ordered a 
goofe to be drawn at the bottom of my box, as a 

rcflefidoa 

♦ Bxothcr to Lady Mafliam* 
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refle£lioti moo tbe clergf ^ and that I ought to 
relent it : wt i- am 'not angry at all, and his 
Lordfhip obibrves by halves ; for the goofe is 
there drawn pecking at a fnail, juft as I 'do at 
him, to make him mend his pace in relation 
to the public, although it be hitherto in vain. 
And, befides, Dr Arbuthnoty who is a fcholar, 
lays you meant it a compliment for us both : 
That I am the goofe, who fayed the Capitol by 
my cackling ; and that his Lordfhip is reprcfent- 
cd by the fnail, becaufe he preferves his coun- 
try by delays. But my Lord Mafliam is not to 
- be endured : He obferved, that, in the pifture of 
the infide, which reprefents a great company 
dancing, there (lands a fool with a cap and bells, 
and he would needs underftand that figure as 
applied to me. And the worft of it was, that I 
happened, laft night, to be at my Lady Duchefs 
of Shrewfbury's ball ; where, looking a little fin- 
gular among fo many fine ladies and gentlemen, 
his Lordfhip came, and whifpered me, to look at 
my box ; which I refented'fo highly, that I went 
away in a rage, without flaying for fupper. How- 
ever, confidering of it better, after a night's 
lleep, I find all this is nothing but envy, and a 
dcfign to make a quarrel between you and me 1 
But it fhall not do fo ; for I hope your inten- 
tions were good, however malice may mifrepre- 
ient them. iAnd though I am ufed ill by all 
your family, who win my money, and laugh at 
jKie, yet, to vex them moi'e, 1 will forgive them 

for 
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for your fake ; and, as foon as I can break loofcy 
will come to Dunkirk for a fbctoight, to get a 
little eafe from my many perfecutions, l^ the 
Harleys, the MaOiams^ and the Hills : Only I 
intend to change my habit, for fear Colonel Kil'* 
ligi-ew fliould miftake me for a chimney-fwcepcr. 
In the mean time, I wifh you all fuccefs in your 
government, loyal French fubjefts, virtuous la- 
dies, little champaigne, and much health: And 
am^ with the trueft refpeA and eftcem^ 
SIR, 
Your moil obedient 

humble fervanti and brother. 



LETTER CXXV. 

TO MRS DINGLE T. 

TFifidfor, Sept, 15, 1712. 

I HAVE been much out of order of late, widt 
the old giddinefs in my head. I took a vo* 
mit for it two days ago, and will take another a- 
bout a day or two hence. I have eat-mighty lit* 
tie fruit ; yet I impute my diforder to that little^ 
and fliall henceforth wholly forbear it. I am 
engaged in a long work, and have done all I can 
of it, and wait for fomc papers from the miniftr]|r 
for materials for the red ; and the]ib dplay me, aa 
if it were a favour I afked them ; fo that I have 
been idle here this good while^ and it happened 

ia 
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I right ticuei when I was too much out of 
sr to ftudy. One is kept conftantly out of 
lOUFi by a thoufand unaccountable things in 
lie proceedings ; and when I reafon with 
e friends^ we cannot conceive how affairs 
laft as they are. God only knows^ but it is 
ery melancholy fubjeft for thofe who have 
near concern in it. I am again endeavouring, 
was laft year, to keep people from breaking 
pieces upon a hundred mifunderftandirigs. 
; cannot withhold them from drawing .^difte- 
: ways, while the enemy is watching to de- 
y both. See how my ftile is altered, by living 
thinking, and talking among thefe people, 
cad of my canal and river, walk and willows, 
►fe all my money here anK>ng the ladies j fo 
1 never play when I can help it, being^ lure 
ofe. I have loft five pounds the five weeks 
ave laeen here. I hope you are luckier at 
let, with the Dean and Mrs Walls. 1 wait 
! but to fee what they will do for me ; and 
never preferments are given from me, 1 will 
)ver. 

8. I have taken a vomit to-day, and hope I 
I be better. 1 have been very giddy, fince I ^ 
te what is before, yet not as I ufed to be ; 
e frequent, but not fo violent. Yefterday 
yere abrmed with the Queen's being ill : bhe 
ah aguiib and foverifh fit j and you never 
fuch countenances as we all had, fuch difmal 
mcholy. Her phyficians from town were 

feat 
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fcnt for ; but towards night fhc grew better, to- 
day (he is on her feet and was up : We arc nor 
now in any fear ; it will be at worft but an ague, 
and we hope even that will not return. Lord 
Treafurer would not come here from London, 
becaufe it would make a noife, if he came before 
his ufual time, which is Saturday, and he goes 
away on Mondays. The Whigs have loft a great 
fupport in the Earl of Godolphin *. It is a good 
jcft to hear the minifters talk of him now widi 
humanity and pity, becaufe he is dead, and can do 
them no more hurt. Lady Orkney, the late 
King's miftrefs, who lives at a fine place five 
miles from hence, (called Clifiden), and I, are 
grown mighty acquaintance. She is the wifeft 
woman I ever faw ; and Lord Treafurer made 
great ufe of her. advice in the late change of af- 
fairs. I hear Lord Marlborough is growing ill 
of his diabetes ; which, if it be true, may foon 
carry him off*j and then the miniftry will be 
fomething more at eafe. The doftor tells me I 
muft go into a courfe of fteel, though I have 
not the fpleen ; for that they can never give me, 
though I have as much provocation to it as any 
man alive. Bernage's regiment is broke ; but he 
is upon half-pay. I have not feen him this long 
time 5 but I fuppofe he is over-run with melan- 
choly. My Ix)rd Shrewfbury is certainly de- 
figned to be governor of Ireland 5 and, I believe 
the Duchefs will pleafe the people there mightily. 

I 
• Hf died September xj, 1711. 
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Iliear there are five or fix people putting ftrong- 
ly in for mj livings ; God help them ! But if 
cveR the Court fhould give me* any thing, I 
would recommend Raymond to the Duke of Or- 
mond ; not for any particular friendfhip to him, 
but becaufe it would be proper for the minifter 
of Trim to have Laracor. You may keep the 
gold-ftudded fnuff-box now ; for my brother * 
Hill, governor of Dunkirk, has fent me the fineft 
that ever you faw. It is allowed at Court, that 
none in England comes near it, though it did pot 
coft above twenty pounds f . And the Duchefs 
of Hamilton has made me a pocket for it, like a 
woman^s, with a belt and buckle, (for I wear no 
waiftcoat in Summer), and there are feveral divi- 
fions, and one on purpofe for my 'box. We 
have had moft delightful weather this whole 
week ; but the illnefs *and vomiting have hindrcd 
me from fliaring in a great part of it. Lady 
Mafham made the Queen fend to Kenfington, for 
fome of her preferved ginger for me, which I 
take in the morning, and hope it will do me good. 
The Queen will ftay here about a month longer, 
I fuppofe ; but Ljidy Mafliam will go, in ten days, 
to lie in at Kenfington. Poor creature ! fhe fell 
down in the Court here the other day. She 
would needs walk acrofs it upon fome difpleafurc 

with 

• One of our focicty. 

f This is the box, on the bottom o^ which the goofc and 
fnail were painted, that gave occafion to the jeft and repartee 
between Swift and Lord Oxford. See Swift's life, and a par* 
ticular defcription of the box in the former Letter. 
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with her chairmen, and was like to be fpoiled|\< 
fo near her time ; but we hope all is over for a 
black eye and a fore fide, though I fhall not be at 
eafe till Ihe is brought to-bed. 1 find I can fill up 
a letter fome way or other, 'without a journal. 
If I had not a fpirit naturally chearful *, I fhould 
be very much difcontented at a thoufand things. 
Pray God preferve your healthy and that I may 
live free from the envy and difcontent, that at- fc 
tends thofe, who are thought to have more fa- 
vour at Court than they really pofTefs. Farewell 



^ 



LETTER CXXVI. 

TO MRS DINGLEY. 

London, OSi, 9, 17 12. 

I HAVE left Windfor thefe ten days, and 
am deep in pills, with ajfafctitda^ and a fleet 
bitter drink \ and I find n)y head much better 
than it was. I was very much difcouraged; 
for I ufed to be ill for three or four days 
together, ready to totter as I walked; I take 
eight pills a-day, and have taken, I believe, one 
' hundred and fifty already. The Queen, Lord 
Treafurer, Lady Mafliam, and Ij were all ill 
I together, 

* His life is a motkrnful and ftriking in(Vance of the power 
of difappointment, totally to fubvert natural chearfulncfs, to 
take away tiie yalue of every good, and aggravate real by ima" 
ginary evil. 
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together, but are now all better j only Lady 
Mafham expe<Sts every day to lie in at Kcnfington. 
There was never fuch a lump of lies fpread about 
the town, together, as now. I doubt not but you 
will have them in Dublin before this comes to 
you, and all without the leaft ground of trutli. 
I have been mightily put back in fomething I am 
Writing, by my illnefs ; but hope to fetch it up, 
fo as to be- ready when the parliament meets. 
Lord Treafurer has had an ugly fit of the rheu- 
matifm, but is now near quite well. I was 
playing at one-^nd^thirty with him, and his fa- 
mily, the other night. He gave us all twelve- 
pence a-picce to begin with. It put me in mind 
of Sir William Temple *. I afked both him and 
Lady Maiham, ferioufly, whether the Queen 
were at all inclined to a dropfy ? and they po- 
fitively aflured me fhe was not : So did her phy- 
fician Arbuthnott, who always attends her. Yet 
thefe devils have fpread, that fhe has holes in 
her legs, and runs at her navel, and I know 
not what. Arbuthnott has fent me from Wind- 
for, a pretty difcourfe upon lying, and-I have or- 
dered the printer to come for it. It is a propo- 
sal for publiQiing a curious piece, called^ Tht 
Art of Political Lyifig^ in two volumes, &c. and 
then there is an abtb-aft of the firft volume, 
juft like thofe pamphlets, called. The IForks of 
Vol. XIV. B h the 

• Sir William treated Swift with fo little lihcrality, after' 
encouraging him to hope he would provide for him, that it was 
IMce giving Lim a Ihilling to begin the world with. 
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the Learned. Pray get it when it comes out *• 
The Queen has a little of the gout in one of 
her hands. I believe fhe will ftay a month ftill 
at Windfor. Lord Treafurer fhewed me the 
kindeft letter from her in the world, by which 
I picked out one fecret, that there will be foon 
made fome knights of the garter. You know 
another is fallen by Lord Godolphin's death : 
He will be buried in a day or two at Weftminfter- 
Abbay. I faw Tom Leigh in town once. The 
bifliop of Clogher has taken his lodging for the 
Winter ; they are all well. I, hear there are in 
town, abundance of people from Ireland ; half a 
dozen bilhops at leaft.. The poor old bifliop of 
London f ,^ at paft fourfcorc, fell down backwards 
going up ftairs, and I hear broke or cracked his 
Ikull ; yet is tiow recovering. The town is as 
empty as at Midfummer ; and if I had not oc- 
caiion for phyfic, I would be at Windfor ftilL 
Did I tell you of Lord Rivers J will ? He has 
left a legacy to about twenty paultry old whores 
by name, and not a farthing to any friend, de- 
pendent, or relation^: He has left from his only 
child, Lady Barry more, her mother's cftate, 
and given the whole to his heir-male, a popiih 

i)rieft, 

*• This is publifhed among the Dean*s worlcs, and is part of 
the Mifccllany which he printed in conjurf^ion with Mr Pope. 

+ * Dr Henry Comptcn, tranflatcd to that fee, from the 
bilhoprick of Oxford, in 1675.* ^ 

\ * Richard Savage, Earl of Rivers, who di«d l8th AoRufl 
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prieft, a fecond coufin, who is now Earl Rivers, 
and whom he ufed in his life like a footman; 
After him it goes to his chief wench and ba* 
ftard *. Lord Treafurer and Lord Chamber- 
lain are executors of this hopeful will. I loved 
the man, and deteft his memory. We hear no- 
thing of peace yet : I believe vejrily the Dutch 
are fo wilful, becaufe they are told the Queen 
cannot live. I believe I efcaped the fever, be- 
caufe I am not well ; fome phyficians here talk 
very melancholy, and think it forerun^ the 
plague, which is a6lually at Hambuf-gh. I think 
we both have the faculty, never to part with a 
a diforder for ever*, we are very conftant^ I 
have had my giddinefs twenty-three years by fits. 
OB. II. Lord Treafurer fent for me yefter- 
day, and the day before, to fit with him, becaufe 
he is not yet quite well enough to go abroad ; 
and I could not finifh my letter. How the duce 
B b 2 come 

• Among other natural children of this nobleman, was 
Richard Savage, a man celebrated for his genius and misfortunes. 
His mother was Anne countcfs of Macclesfield, to whom Savage 
addreiTed a poem called The Bajiard, and who afterwards 
married Colonel Brett. Lord Rivers having committed the 
child to her care, (he placed him with a poor woman in an ob- 
jure village ; and when he enquired after him on his death* 
bed, that he might' provide for him, among other natural children^ 
Ibe told him he jvas dead ; and by this diabolical and unprovoked 
cruelty, (he deprived her fon of a legacy of fix thoufand pounds^ 
which his father had bequeathed to him in his will, and which, 
BDt fiifpe^ng that there could exift, in a human form, a mother, 
that would ruin her fon without enriching herfelf, he beOowe^ 
apoD ibme other perfon. Sec the life of Savage, by Johnibi^ 
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come I to be fo exavl in your money ? juft feven- 
teeh (hillings and eight-pence more than doe ; 
I believe you cheat me. Ppt. * makes a pettdoo^ 
with many apologies. John Danvers, you.know> 
is Lady Giffard's friend. I tell you what, as 
things ai*e at prefcnt, I cannot poffibly fpeak to 
Lord Treafurer for any body. I need tell you 
no more. Something or nothing will be done 
in my own aSairs ; if the former, I will be a fo« 
licitor for your fifter ; if the latter, I have done 
witli Courts for ever. Opportunities will often 
fall in my way, if I am ufed well, and I will then 
make it my bufinefs. It is my delight to do 
good offices for people who want and defervc it, 
and a tenfold delight to do it to a relation of Ppt. 
whofe affairs Ppt. has fa at heart. I have taken 
down his name and his cafe, (not her cafe); and 
whenever a proper time comes, I will do all 
I. can : That is enough to fay, when I can do no 
moye ; and I beg your pardon a thoufand times, 
that I cannot do better. I hope the Dean of St 
Patrick's * is well of his fever j he has never 
wrote to me : I am glad of it ; pray don't defire 
him to write. I have dated your bill late, bc- 
caufe it muft not commence till the firft-of No- 
vember 

* ppt. is Mrs Johnfon. Mrs Dingley, the Lady, to whom 
this letter is addrefled, though a relation of Sir William 
Temple's, had no more than an annuity of 27 1. for a fuLfift- 
ence : This the Dean ufcd to receive for her ; and it was known 
by an accident, after his memory failed, that he allowed her an 
annuity of fifty. 

t ^r Sterne. 
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Tcmber ndxt. "Are you good houfe-wives and 
readers ? Are you walkers ? I know you are 

gamefters. Are you drinkers ? Are you 

hold, i muft go no farther, for fear of abullng- 
fine Ladies. Parvifol has not fent me one word 
bow he fet this year's tythes. Pray aik whether 
tythes fet well or ill this year. Bifhop of Kil- 
laloe * tells me, wool bears a good rate jri Ire^ 
land ; but how is corn ? I dined yefterday with 
Lady Orkney, and we fat alone from two till 
eleven at niglit. You have heard of her, I fup- 
pofe. I have twenty letters upon my hands, and 
am fo lazy, and fo bufy, I cannot anfwer them,, 
and they, grow upon me for feveral months. 
Have I any apples at Laracor ? It Js flrange eve- 
r,y year fliould blaft them, when I took fo mucli 
care for fhelter. Lord Bolingbroke has been idle 
at his country-houfe this fortnight, which puts, 
m^ backwards in bufinefs I have. I am got into 
an ordinary room two pair of ftairs, and fee no- 
body, if I can help it ; yet fome puppies have 
found me out, and my man is not fuch an artift 
as Patrick at denying me. Patrick has been 
foliciting to come to me again, but in vain^ 
The printer has been here with fome of the new 
whims printed, and has taken up my time. I 
am juft going out, and can only bid you farewell. 



Bb3 LET^ 

* Dc WilUam Lloyd, who died in December xyid. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

TO WK S JOHNSON. 

London, 03. 28, 1712. 

I HAVE been in phyfic this month, and have 
been better thefe three weeks. I ftop my 
phyfic, by the Doctor's orders, till he fends me 
farther direftions. D. D. * grows politician, 
and longs to hear the peace is proclaimed. I 
hope we fhall have it foon 5 for the Dutch are 
fully humbled ; and Prior is juft come over 
from France, for a few days 5 I fuppofe, upon 
fome important affair. I faw him laft night, but 
had no private talk with him. Stocks rife upon 
his coming. As for my fVay in England, it can- J 
not be long now, and fo tell my friends. The \ 
parliament will not meet till after Chriilmas ; and 
by that time the work I .am doing will be over, 
and then nothing fhall keep me. I am very 
much difcontented at Parvifol, about negleAing 
to fell my horfes, &c. 

Lady Mafliam is not yet brought to-bed, but 
we expecSl it daily. I dined with her to-day. Lord 
Bolingbroke returned about two months ago, and 
Prior about a week ; and goes 'back (Pdor I 
mean) in a few days. Who told you of my fnuff* 
box, and pocket ? Did I ? I had a letter to-day 
from Dr Coghill, defiring me to get Raphoe for 

Dean 

• rcrhaps Mrs Dinglcy. 
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Sean Sterne, and the de^nry for myfelf. I ihall 
indeed ; I have fuch obligations to Sterne. But, 
^however, if I am alked, who will make a good 
bifhop, I (hall name him before any body. Then 
comes another letter, defiring I would recom- 
mend a provofl, fuppofing that Pratt *, (who 
has been here about a week) will certainly be 
promoted; but, I believe, he will not. I pre- 
fented Pratt to Lord Treafurer, and truly young 
Molyneaux f, would have had me prefent him 
too ; but I direftly anfwtred him, I would not, 
unlefs he had bufinefs with him. He is the fon 
of one Mr Molyneaux, of Ireland. His father 
wrote a book if ; I fuppofe you know it. Here is 
the Duke of Marlborough going out of England, 
(Lord knows why) which caufcs many fpecula- 
tions. Some fay he is confciou^ of guilt, and 
dare not fland it. Others think he has a mind 
to fling an odium on the Government, as who 
(hould fay, that one, who has done fuch great 
fervices to his country, cannot live quietly in it, 
by reafon of the malice of his enemies. I have 
helped to patch up thefe people together once 

more* 



• * Dr Benjamin Pratt, provoft of Trinity-College, at Dublin.* 
•|- « Samuel, fon of William Molyneaux, E(q; the friend and 
correfpondent of Mr Locke. Mr Samuel Molyneaux was after- 
\irards Secretary to the late King George II. when Prince of 
Wales. He married Lady Elizabeth Capell, daughter of Al- 
gernon, Earl of Eflex. He died in April i/a8.* 

I * The Cafe of Ireland's being bound by AAs of Parliameot 
in England Hated, publi(hed in 1698, in odUvo.' 
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Hiore. God knows how long it may lisift. I wa» 
to-day at a trial between Lord Lanfdown, and 
Lord Carteret, two friends of naine. It was in^ 
m the Queen's Bench, for about fix thoufand 
pounds a-year, (or nine I think.) I fat under 
Lord Chief Ju ft ice Parker; -and his pen falling 
down, I reached it up. He nnade mc a low bow j 
and I was going to whifper him, that ' I had 
done good for evil ; for he would have taken 
mine from me.' I told it> Lord Treafurer and Bo- 
lingbroke. Parker would not hxvc knowii mc, 
if fevcral Lords on the Bench, and in the Court, . 
bowing, had not turned every body's eyes, and 
fet them a whifpering. I owe the dog a fpitcj 
and will pay him in two months at fartheft, if I 
can. So much for that. But you muft have 
chat, and I muft fay every forry thing, -that j 
comes into my head. They fay the Queen will 
ftay a month, longer at; Windfor. Thefe devils of 
Grubftreet rogues, that write the Flying-Poft, and 
Medley, in one paper, will not be quiet. They 
are always mauling Lord Treafurer, Lord Boling- 
broke, and me. We have the dog under profc- 
cution, but Bolingbroke is not aftive enough; 
but I hope to fwinge him. He is a Scotch rogue, 
one Ridpath. They get out upon bail, and write 
on. We take them again, and get frefli bail; 
and fo it goes round. They fay fome learned 
Dutchman has wrote a book, proving, by Civil 
Law, that we do them wrong by this peace f but 
I Ihall fliew, by plain reafon, that we have fuffcr- 

ed 
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cd the wrongs and not they. I toil like a horfc, 
and have hundreds of letters ftill to read; and 
fqueeze a line perhaps' out of each^ or at lead the 
feeds of a line. Strafford goes back to Holland 
in a day or two, and I hope our peace is very 
Dear. I have about thiity pages more to write, 
(this is to be cxtrafted), which will be fixty in 
print. It is the mod troublefome part of all, and 
I cannot keep myfelf private, though I ftole into 
a room up two pair, of ftairs, when I came from 
Windfor ; but my prefent man has not yet learn- 
ed his leflbn of denying me difcreetly. 

30. The Duchefs of Ormond found me out 
to-day, and made me dine with her. I^dy 
Ma (ham is dill expecting. She has had a cruel 
cold. I could not finiih my letter laft pod, 
for the foul of -me. Lord Bolingbroke has had 
my papers thefe fix weeks, and done nothing to 
them. Is Tifdal yet in the world ? Ifuppofe 
writing controverfies, to get a name with poderi- 
ty. The Duke of Ormond will not be over thefe 
three or four days. I dcfign to make him join 
with me, in fettling all right among our people. 
I have ordered the Duchefs to let me have an 
hour with the Duke at his fird coming, to give 
him a true date of perfons and things. I believe 
the Duke of Shrewft)ury will hardly be declared 
your governor yet ; at lead, I think fo how : 
but refolutions alter very foon. Duke Hamilton 
gave me a pound of fnuff* to-day, admirable good. 
I wifli -D. D. had it 3, and Ppt. too, if Ihe likes it. 

h 
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It coft me a quarter of an hour of his politicsy 
which I was forced to hear. Lady Orkney is mak- 
ing me a writing-table of her own contrivance, and 
a bed night-gown. She is perfedlly kind, like a 
mother. I think the d— was in it the other day, 
that I fhould talk to her of an ugly fquinting cou- 
fin of her's ; and the poor Lady herfelf, you know, 
fquints like a dragon. The other day we had a 
long difcourfe with her about loye ; and fhe told 
us a faying of her fifter Fitzharding, which I 
thought excellent, that, * in men, defirc begets 
love, and in women, love begets defire.' Wc 
have abundance of our old criers ftill here- 
abouts. I hear every morning yt)ur women with 
the old fattin and taSata, &c. the fellow with old 
coats, f f fuits or cloaks. Our weather is abomi- 
nable of late. We have not two tolerable days in 
twenty. I have loft money again at ombre, with 
Lord Orkney, and others •, yet, after ally this 
year I have loft but three and twenty fhillings j 
fo that, confideriag card-money, I am no lofer* 
Our fociety hath not yet renewed their meet- 
ings. I hope we fliall continue to do fome good 
this Winter : And Lord Treafurer promifes, the 
academy for reforming our language, ftiall fooa 
go forward. I muft now go hunt thofe dry let- 
ters for materials. You will fee fomething very 
notable, I liope. So much for that. God Al- 
mighty blefs you. 

LET. 
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LETTER CXXVIII. 

TO MRS D INGLE y. 

London^ Nov. 15, 1712. 

BEFORE this comes to your hands, you 
will have heard of the moft terrible acci- 
dent, that hath almoft ever happened. This morn- 
ing, at eight, my man brought we word, that 
Diike Hamilton had fought with Lord Mohun, 
and killed him, and was brought home wound- 
ctf . I immediately fent him to the l^uke's houfe, 
in St James's-fquare ; but the porter could 
hardly anfwcr for tears, and a great rabble was 
about the houfe. In fhort^ they fought at fcven 
this morning. The dog Mohun was killed on 
the fpot ; but while the Duke was over him, 
Mohun, fhortening his fword, ftabbed ' him in 
at the ihoulder to the heait. ihe Duke was 
helped towards the cake-houfe, by the ring, in 
Hyde -park, (where they fought) and died on 
the grafe, before h€ could reach the houfe ; and 
was brought home in his coacH by eight, while 
the poor Duchefs was afleep. Maccartney and 
one Hamilton were the feconds, who fought 
likcwife, ahd are both fled. I am told, that a 
footman of Lord Mohun's ftabbed Duke Hamil- 
ton ; and fome fay Maccartney did fo too. Mo- 
hun gave the afiront, and yet fent the challenge. 
J. am infinitely concerned for the poor Duke, 

who 
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who was a frank, honeft, good-natured mad, 
I loved him very well, and I think he loved me 
better. He had the greateft mind in the world i 
to have me go with him to France, but durft 
not tell it me -, and thofe he did tell, faid, I 
could not be fpared, which was true. They have 
removed the poor Duchefs to a lodging in the 
neighbourhood, where I have been with her two 
hours, and am juft come away. I never faw fo 
melancholy a fcene ; for indeed all reafons for 
real grief belong to her ; nor is it poffible for 
any one to be a greater lofer in all regards. She 
has moved my very fouL The lodging was in- 
convenient, and they would have removed her 
to another ; but I would not fuffer it, becauie 
k had no room backwards, and fhc muft have 
been tortured with the noife of the Grubflreet 
fcreamers, ringing her hufbicnd's murder in her 
ears. 

I believe you have heard the ftory of my c- 
fcape, in opening the band-box fent to the Lord 
Treafurer. The prints have told a thoufand lies 
of it ; but at laft we g:we them a true account of 
it at length, printed in the Evening-Poft ; only 
I would not fuffer them to name me, having 
been fo often named before, and teazed to death 
with queftions. I wonder how 1 came to have 
fo much prefence of mind, which- is not ufually 
my talent ; but fo it pleafcd God, and I laved 
myfclf and him; for there was a bullet-ptece. 
A gentleman told me, that if I had been killed, 
I the 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



'30I 



.the Whigs would have called it a judgment, be- 
caufe the barrels were of ink-horns, with which 
I had done them fo much mifchief. There was 
a pure Grub-ftreet of it, full of lies and incon- 
iiftencies. I do not like thefe things at all, and 
Iwifli myfelf more and njore among my willows. 
There is a devtlifh fpirit among people, and the 
miniftry muft exert themfelves, or iink^ 

1 6. I thought to have finifhed this yefterday, 
but was too much difturbed. I fent a letter ear- 
ly this morning to Lady Mafham, to beg her to 
write fome comforting words to the poor Duchefs. 
I- dined to-day with Lady Mafham, at Kenfing- 
ton, where flie is expecting thefe two months to 
lie in. She has promifed me to get the Queen 
to write to the Duchefs kindly on this occafion ; 
and to-morrow I will beg Lord Ti-eafurer to vi- 
fit and comfort her. I have been with her two 
hours again, and* find her worfe : Her violencies. 
not fo frequent, but her melancholy more for- 
mal and fettled. She has abundance of wit and 
fpirit ; abdut thirty-three years old ; handf9me 
and airy, and feldom fpared any body that gave 
Iter the lead provocation ; by which flie had many 
enemies, and few friends. Lady Orkney, her 
fifter-in-law, Js come to town on this occafion, 
and has been to fee her, and behaved herfelf with 
great humanity. They have been always very 
ill together; and the poor Duchefs could not 
have patience, when people told her I went often 
to La4y Oikney's. But I am rcfolved to make 
Vol. XIV. C c them 
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them friends •, for the Duchefs is now no more 
the object of envy, and muft learn humility from 
the fevereitmaftcr, afflidion. I defign to make 
the miniftry put put a proclamation (if it caa 
be found proper) againft that villain Maccartney. 
What fhall we do with thefe murderers ? I can- 
not end this letter to-night, and there is no oc- 
cafion ; for 1 cannot fend it till Tuefday, and 
the coroner's inqueft on the Duke's body is to be 
to-morrow. Then I fhall know more. Thiols 
a very furprifing event. 'Tis late, and I'll go to 
bed. This looks like journals. 

17. I was to-day at noon with the Duchefs of ' 
Hamilton again,, after I had been with Lady 
Orkney, and charged her to be kind to her fifter 
in her affliftion. The Duchefs told me Lady 
Orkney had been with her, and that (he did not 
treat her as gently as fhe ought. They hate one 
another \ but I will try to patch it up.. I have 
been drawing up a paragraph for the Poft-boy, 
to be out to-morrow, and as malicious as poffible, 
and very pix)per for Abel Roper, the printer of 
it. I dined at Lord Treafurer's at fix in the 
evening, which is his ufual hour of returning 
fi-om Windfor : He promifes to vifit the Duchefs 
to-morrow, and fays he has a mefTage to her 
fi-om the Queen. 'Tis late ; I have flayed till 
pafl one with him. 

18. The Committee of Council is to fit this 
afternoon upon the affair of the Duke of HamiU 
ton's murder, and, I hope, a proclamation will 

be 
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be out againft Maccartney. I was juft now ('tis 
now noon) with the Duchefs, to let hcc know 
Lord Trcafurer will fee her. She is mightily 
out of order. The jury have not yet brought 
in ^hcir verdift upon the coroner's inqueft. We 
fuipeA Maocartney (tabbed the Duke while he 
was fighting. The Queen and Lord Treafurer 
arc in great concern at this event. I dine to-day 
again with Lord Treafurer ; but muft fend this 
to the poft-office before, becaufe elfe I fhall not 
have time i he ufually keeps me too late. Ben 
Toobc bid me write to D. D. * to fend her cer- 
tificate) for it is high time it fliould be fent, he 
lays. Pray make Parvifol write to me, and fend 
me a general account of my affairs ; and to let 
him know I (hall be over in Spring, and that by 
all mcabs he fdls the horfes. Prior has kiflbd 
the Queen's hand, and will return to France in 
a few days, and liOrd Strafford to Holland. 
Now the King of Spain has renounced his pre- 
tenfions to France, the peace muft follow very 
foon unavoidably. You muft no moi'e call Phi- 
lip Duke of Anjou, for we now acknowledge 
hitn King of Spain. Dr Pratt tells me, you are 
all mad^ in Ireland with your play-houfe frolicks 
and prologues^ and I know not what. Mr Ver- 
doen was with me yefterday, and enquired after 
you. He was a Lieutenant^ and is now broke, 
and upon half-pay. ^ He alked me nothing for 
himfelf ; but wanted an employment for a friend, 
C c 2 " who 

• " Mrs Dinslcy." 
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•* who, would give a handfome pair of gloves." 
One Hales fent me up a letter the other day, 
which faid you lodged in his houfe, and there- 
fore dedred I would get him a civil employment. 
I would not be within, and have directed my 
man to give him an anfwer, that I never open 
letters brought me by the writers, &c. I was 
complaining to a lady, that I wanted to mend an 
employment from forty to fixty pounds a-yearin 
the falt-office, and thought it hard I could not 
do it. She told me, Mr Griffin fhould doit. 
And afterwards I met Griffin at her lodgings $ 
and he was, as I found, one I had been acqu»ii- 
ted with. I named Filly to him, and his abode 
fomewhere near Nantwich. He laid frankly, he 
had formerly examined the man, and found he 
underftood very little of his bufinefs r but if he 
heard he mended, he would do what I defired. 
I will let it reft a wliile, and then refumc it ; and 
if Ppt. writes to Filly, (he may advife him to di- 
ligence, &c. I told Griffin pofitively I would 
have it done, if the man mended. This is an 
account of Ppt.'s commiffion to her moft humble 
fervant. I have a world of writing to finifli, and 
little time ; thcfe toads of minifters are fo " flo^ 
in their helps." 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXIX. 

eOUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO DR SWIFT, WITH 
A PRESENT OF A- W RITING-TABLE, SEAL^ 
PAPER, WAX, &C. 

London^ Nov. 21, 1712. 

THIS key will open treafures ; but vain in 
me to know them. Your conveniency is 
my fatisfaftion. If I can or may read what will 
be in this table, it ought and fliall be -my happi- 
ncfs. You muft difcern this comes from the 
xhoft intei-efted joiner, that ever made a thing 
of this nature. Perufe narrowly, and what faults 
you find, they fliall be mended, in every parti- 
cular, to'the utmoft capacity o£^ Sir, your obli- 
ged humble fervant, 

E. ORKNEY. 



LETTER CXXX. 
to lady orkney. 

Madam, v Nov. 21, 1712.. 

WHEN,' upon parring with your Ladyfhip, 
you were pleafed to tell me I fliould 
find your prefent at home, natural juftice promp- 
ted mc to refolve, that the firft ufe I rjiade of it 
fliould be in paying acknowledgements to my be- 
C c 3 nefadlofj. 
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nefaftor. But when I opened the |nriting-table, 
which I muft now call mine, I found you had 
lent neither pens, ink, nor paper, fufficient for 
fuch an undertaking. But I ought to tdl your 
Ladyfliip in orders that I firft got there a much 
more valuable thing : And I cannot do greater 
honour to my fcrutoire, than to ailure your 
Ladyfhlp, that your letter is the firft thing I have 
put in it, and fhall be the laft I will ever take 
out. I muft tell your Ladyfhip, that I am this 
moment under a very great concern^ I was fully 
convinced, that I fhould write with a new fpiriti 
by the influence of the materials you fent ms.: 
But it is quite otherwife j 1 have not a grain of 
invention, 'whether out of the confufion which 
attends us when we ftriv^ toa much to acqidt 
ourfelves, or whether your pens or ink are fuUen, 
and think themfelves difgraced fince the^ have 
changed their owner. I heartily thank your 
Ladyfhip, for making me a prefent that looks 
Eke a fort of eftablifhment. I plainly fee by the 
contrivance, that, if you were firft minifter, it 
would have been a cathedral. As it is, you have 
more contributed towards fixing me, than all the 
miniftry together ; for it is difficult to travel with 
this equipage,, and it will be impoffible to travel, 
or live without it. You have an undoubted title 
to whatever papers this table fhall ever contain, 
(except your letter) and I defire you 'will pleaJe 
to have another key made for it 5 that, when 
the. Court fhall thiak fit to give me a room worth 

puttings 
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putting it ii|to, your Ladyfhip may come and 
fearch it whenever you pleafe. 

I beg your Ladyfhip to join in laughing with 
me, at my unreafonable vanity, when I wifhed 
that the motto written about the wax was a de- 
fcription of yourfelf. But, if I am difappointed 
in that, your Ladyfhip will be fo in ail the refl ; 
even this ink will never be able to convey your 
Ladyihfp's note as it ought. The paper will 
contain no wonders, but when it mentions you ; 
neither is the feal any othjerwife an emblem of 
my Ufe, than by the deep impreffion your Lady- 
fli^ has made, which nothing but my death can 
wear out. By the infcription about the pens, I 
fear there is fome miftake ; and that your Lady- 
fhip did not defign them for me. However, I 
will keep them untill you can find .the perfon 
you intended fhould have them, and who will 
be able to difpofe of them according to your 
prediAions. I cannot find that the workman 
you employed, and direfted, has made the leaft 
Aiiflake : But there are four implements want- 
ing. The two firfl I fhall not name, becaufe an 
odd fuperflition forbids us to accept them from 
our friends : The third is a fpunge, which the 
people long have given fo ill a reputation to, that 
I vow it (hall be no gift of your Ladyfhip: The 
lafl is a flat ivory inftrument, ufed in folding up 
of letters, which I infifl you muft provide. 

See, Madam, the firft-fruits this unlucky 
prefent of your's has produced. It is but giving 



3^ D E A N S WI FT*^f 

a fiddle to a fcraper^ or a peftle and mortar to ao 
apothecary, or a Tory-pamphlet to Mrs Ram- 
fay. Nothing is fo great a difcouragement ta 
generous perfons, as the fear of being worried bjr 
acknowledgements* Befkies, your LadyChip is an 
unfuflFerable kind of giver, making evei-y prefent 
fifty times the value, by the circumfiances and 
manner. And I know people in the world, who 
would not oblige me fo much at the coil of 
loool. as you have done at that of 20I. which, I 
muft needs tell you, is an unconfcionaUe ijay of 
dealing, and whereof, I believe, nobody aliw is 
ih guilty as yourfelf. In flioit, you deceivJby 
eyes, and corrupt my judgment ; nor am I nom 
fure of any thing, but that of being, &c* 



LETTER CXXXI. 

COUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO DR SWIFT.. 

Nov. 22^ 1712. 

YOU are extremely obliging to write how 
well you take my whim, in telling my true 
thoughts of your mind : For I was afhamed, 
when I reflected, and hoped I fhould fee you 
foon, after expreffing the value I have of you in 
an uncommon way. But this I write with af- 
furance, tliat I am very -fincerely. Sir, your 
obliged humble fervant, *£.. ORKNEY. 

LET^ 
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LETTER CXXXII. 

>UNTESS OF ORKNEY TO DR SWIFT, JK 
THE SAME YEAR. 

Monday morning, 

A M Aire you are very ill natured (I would 

. pot have been fo crofs to you) to have known 

r Lewis and me fo long, and not to have 

adc us acquainted fooner ; when you know 

SY that I have been in fearch of a reafonablc 
verfation. 1 have no way to excufe you, but 
mbting his to be fo agreeable at a fecond meet- 
g, which I defire you will make, when it is 
oft convenient to both. It is not from cuftom 
fay, I am extremely, Sir, your humble fervant, 



E. ORKNEY. 



When you read this, I 
fancy you will think. 
Why does (he write 
to me ? I hate a let- 
ter as much as my 
Lord Treafurer does 
9 petition. 



LET- 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 

COUNTESS OF ORKNET| AKD MRS B.A] 
TO DR SWIFT. I712. 

I HAVE had great fatisfaftion in the f 
of your letter, though difappointcd, 
not occafioned by yourfelf. When one i 
quick, misjudging commonly follows. A 
I feared Mr Collier was taken with a fit of 
plexy. The next line -I read, I wifhed b 
one. If I did not apprehend, by your kn< 
me but a little, that I might grow trouble 
where I diftinguifhedji, you ihould not war 
conveniency to bring you hither to Mrs Rj 
and me, we are both, without compliment, 
mortified, intending ever to be. Sir, your fi 
humble fcrvant, 

E. ORKl 

£. ram; 

We defign to be at Windfor 
on Wednefday, where I 
hope you will meet me 
in the drawing-room, to 
tell me when you will 
dine with us. 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 

London, Dec. 12, 1711. 

I PROTEST folemnly, lam not able to write 
to you for other bufinefs ; but I will renew 
my journal method to you next time. 1 find it 
is eafier^ though it contains nothing but where I 
dinet and the occvu*rences of the day. I will 
Wrm now but once in three weeks, till thb bu- 
finefs is off my hands, which muft be in fix, I 
think, at fartheft. Oh I I remember your re-^ 
primanding me for meddling in other people's 
affairs : I have enough of it now, with a worrier. 
Two women have been here fix times a-piece 5 I 
never faw them yet. The firft I have difpatched 
with a letter ; the other 1 muft fee, and tell her 
I can do nothing for her : She is wife of one Mr 
Connor, an old college acquaintance, and comes 
on a fbolifh errand, for fome old pretenfions, 
fliat will fucceed when I am Lord Treafurer. I 
am got up two pair of flairs in a private lodging, 
and have ordered all my friends not to difcover 
where I am 5 yet every morning, two or three 
fets are plaguing me, and my prefent fervant 
has not yet his leflbn perfcft of denying me. I 
have Written one hundred and thirty pages in fo- 
hOf to be printed, and muft write thirty more, 

which 
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which will make a large book of four fliillii 
I wi(h I had an opportunity of fending you 
fnuff. I will watch who goes %o Ireland, ar 
it if poffible. I had a letter from Parvifol 
find he has fet my livings very low. Colone 
milton," who was fecond to Duke Hamiltc 
tried to-day. I fuppofe he is come off, but 
not heard. I dined with Lord Treafurer 
left him by nine, and vifited fome people. 
Bettyv his daughter, will be married on M( 
next, (as I fuppofe) to the Marquis of Cae: 
then. I did not know your country place had 
Portrain, till you told me fo in your laft. 
Swanton taken it of Wallis ? I'hat "Wallis 
grave wife coxcomb. God be thanked that 
is better of her diforders. God keep h( 
The pamphlet of Political Lying is written I 
Arbuthnott, the author of Join BulJ : 'tis 
pretty, but not fo .obvious to be under! 
Higgins, firft chaplain to Duke Hamilton ? " 
Duke Hamilton never dreamed of a cha 
nor I believe ever heard of Higgins. Yo 
glorious news-mongers in Ireland ; Dean Fr 
Sir Richard Levinge, fluff, ftuff, and ] 
more ftuff. We have loft our fine froft I 
and Abel Roper ^tells me you have had floe 
Dublin. So, you read one of the Grub-ft 
about the band-box. The whig papers ha^ 



• * This fecms to be his Kifion of the Peace of Uirei 
publifhcd till after his death.* 
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tiled me about the band-box. God help me ! what 
could I do ? I fau'ly ventured my life. There 
is a particular account of it in the Poft-Boy, 
and Evening-Poft of that day. Lord Trea- 
furer has had the feal fent him, that fealed the 
box, and direftiOns where to find the oriier piftol 
in a tree in St Jameses Park ; which Lord Boling- 
.broke's meflengers found accordingly ; but who 
•fent the prefent, is not yet knbwn. Duke Hamil* 
ton avoided the quarrel as much as poffihle, ac- 
cording to the foppifli rules of honour in prac- 
tice. "What (Ignified your writing angry to Filly? 
I hope you faid nothing of having atiy thing from 
me. The Queen is in town, and Lady Mafham's 
month of lying-in within two days of being out. 
I was at the chriftening on Monday. I could not 
get the child named Robin, after Lord Treafu- 
rer ; it is Samuel, after the father. My brother 
Ormond fent me fome chocolate to-day. I wi(h 
you had ftiare of it : They fay it is good for me ; 
and I defign to drink fome in the morning. Our 
Ibciety meets next Thurfday, now the Queen is 
in town; and Lord Treafurer afliires me, that 
the fociety for reforming the language fhall foon 
be eftabliftied. I have given away ten fhillings this 
day to.fervants. What a ftir about company ? I 
kept no company at all, nor have I any dcfire to 
keep any. I never go to a coffce-houfe, nor a 
tavern, nor have touched a card fince I left 
Windfor. I make few vifits, nor go to levees ; 
my only debauching, is fitting late where I dine. 
Vol. XIV. D d if 
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if I like the company. I have almoft dropped 
the Diicheflcs of Shrewfbury and Hamilton, and 
feveral others. Lord Treafurer, the Duke of Or- 
mond, and Lady Orkney, are all that I fee very 
often. O yes. Lady Mafham and Lord Boling- 
broke, and one or two private friends, I make 
no figure but at Court, where I affeft to turn 
from a Lord to the meaneft of my acquaintance, 
and I love to go there on Sundays, to fee the 
world ; but, to fay the truth, I am growing 
weary of it. I diflike a million of things in the 
courfe of public affairs ; and if I were to ftay here 
much longer, I am fure I fhould ruin myfclf, 
with endeavouring to mend them. I am every 
day invited into fchemes of doing this, but I can- 
not find any that will probably fuccced. It is 
impoffible to fave people againft their own will; 
and I have been too much engaged in patch-work 
already. Do you underftand all this fluff.? No. 
Well, then, you are now returned to ombre and 
the Dean, and Chriftmas ; I wifh you a very good 
merry one. It is late, I'll go to fleep, I don't 
fleep well, and therefore never dare to drink cof- 
fee or tea after dinner. 

1 3. Morning. 1 am fo vei7 fleepy in the morn- 
ings, that my man wakens me above ten times; 
and now 1 can tell you no news of this day. 
Here is a reftlefs dog, crying cabbages and fa- 
voys, plagues me every morning about this time ; 
he is now at it. I wifli his largefl cabbage were 
flicking in his throat. I lodge over againfl the 

Jioufe 
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houfe in Little Ridcr-ftreet, where D. D. lodged. 
To-night I muft fee the Abbe Gautier, to get fome 
particulars for my hiftory *. It was he^ who 
was firft eniployed by France, in the overtures 
or peace, and I have not had time this month 
to fee him ; he is but a puppy too. Lady Ork- 
ney has juft fent to invite me to dinner ; fhe has 
not yet given me the bed night-gown ; befides, I 
am come very much off from writing in bed, 
though I am doing it this minute ; but 1 ftay till 
my £re is burned up. Lord Abercorn is come to 
London, and will plague me, and I can do him 
no fervice. The Duke of Shrewfbury goes in a 
. day or two for France, perhaps to-day. We fliall 
have a peace very foon 5 the Dutch are almpft 
entirely agreed, and if they ftop, we fhall make 
it without them. That has been refolved. This 
is a fine day. I am ruined with coaches and 
chairs this twelve-penny weather. I muft fee my 
brother Or mo nd at eleven, and then the Duchefs 
of Hamilton, with whom I doubt I am in dif- 
grace, not having feen her thefe ten days. Abbe 
Gautier fends me word, I cannot fee him to-night. 
I don't value any thing, but one letter he has of 
' P. fhewing the roguery of the Dutch. Did not 
the Condu5i of t}i£ Allies make you great politi- 
cians } Here is fomebody coming, that 1 mnft 
fee, that wants a little place ; the fon of couiin 
Rooke's cldcft daughter, that died many years 
ago- Farewell. 

D d 2 LET- 

• Probably that of the Peace of Utrecht. 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

THOMAS HARRISON, ESQ^J * SECRETARY OF 
THE EMBASSY AT UTRECHT, TO DR 
SWIFT. 

Utrecht y Dec, i6, 1712. 

YOUR thanks of the 25th of November, 
Sir, come before their time ; the condi- 
tion of the obligation being, that you fhould 
receive twelve fhirts, which number fhall be 

compleated 

• This Gentleman, who owed his port of Secretary to the 
Britifli Embafly at Utrecht, to the recommendation of Dr Swift, 
and was eminent for his genius and learning, was educated at 
Queen's College in Oxford, where he tobk the degree of Mafter 
of Arts, December 15, 1 705. Mr TickcU, who was of the 
fame college, in his " Poem to his Excellency the Lord Privy 
Seal, on the profpeft of Peace," pays a compliment to his frieed 
Mr. Harrifon, in thefe lines.; 

«* That much lov'd youth, whom Utrecht*s walls confine, 
«' To Briftol's praifes fhall his Strafford's join." 

The reader will find fbmc circumftances relating to him^ and 
his laft ficknefs, in Dr Swift's Letter or Journal, written to Mrs 
Diiigley, beginning Januaiy aj, i 712-13; by which it appears, 
that Mr Harrifon, coming over to England, from Utrecht, with 
the barrier treaty, died on February 14, 1712-13. Mr J^cob, 
io his Lives and Chara^ers of all the Englijh PoetSj Vol. I. p. 7^ 
has committed two millakcs, in calling him. William, inflcsid 
of Tiiemas; and in faying, that he died in Holland in 1713. 
He mentions, among Mr IIanifon*s Works*, Woodftock Park,. 
infcfibcd to the Lord Chancellor Cowpcr. 
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complcated by the firft proper occafion. Your 
kind letter, however, is extremely feafonable ; 
and {next to a note from the Treafury) has prov- 
ecl the moft vivifying x:ordial in the world. If 
yoii pleafe to fend me, now and then, as much of 
the fame as will lie upon the top of your pen, I 
fhall be contented to^take fheets for fhirts to the 
end of the chapter. 

Since you are fo gpod as to enter into my af- 
fair^, I fhall trouble you with a detail of them, 
as well as of my conduct fince I left England; 
which, in my opinion, you have a right to iiK 
Ipeft, and approve or condemn, as you think fit. 
During my flate of probation with the Earl of 
Strafford, it was my endeavour . tb recommend 
myfelf to his Excellency, by fidelity, filence, and 
an entire fubmiflion, more than by an afiedtatlon 
to fhine in his fervice : And whatever diiJicuIties, 
wliatever difcouragements fell _in my way, I 
t^ink it appears that they were fur mounted in 
the end, and my advancement followed upon it 
fooner than I expelled ; another would fay,, 
much fooner than I deferved, which I fhould 
eafily agree to, were it not that I flatter myfelf 
there is fome merit in the behaviour I kept, 
when the hopes and temptation of being prefer- 
red glittered in my eyes. All the world knows 
upon what footing Mr Watkins * thought him- 
If with my Lord Strafford f ; and though 
D d 3 all 

• Henr)' Watkins, Efq; late fccretary. 

f Thomas, Earl of StralTord, Ambaflador Extraordinary anxL 
Eleoipotentiary to the States GenergL 



$ 
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all the world does not know what I am going to 
tell you, yet Mr Watkins does on one hand, and 

my S on the other, that all the credit I had 

with either, was heartily, and without refcrve, 
employed to make matters eafy ; and to cultivate, 
in my humble ftation, that good underftanding, 
which our Court defired fhould be between 
them. I had my reafons for this, and fuch per* 
haps as flowed from an inclination to promote 
my own intereft. * I knew, as well as any man 
living almoft, how much Mr Watkins was valued 
by my Lord Bolingbroke and others. I fore- 
faw the danger of (landing in competition witli 
him, if that cafe fliould happen : And, to tell 
you the trutll> I did not think myfelf ripe in 
I'egard to intereft at home, or of any fervice I 
could pretend to have done abroad, to fucceed 
Mr Watkins in fo good an employment. Above 
all, I proteft to you. Sir, that, if I know my 
own heart, I am capable of fuffcring the utmoft 
extremities, rather than violate the infinite duty 
and gratitude I owe my Lord Bolingbroke, by 
doing an ill office to a perfon honoured with 
fuch particular marks of his I^ordfliip's efteem. 
I might add to this, that I really loved Mr Wat^ 
kins ; and I beg you, Sir, to urge him to the 
proof, %yhether my whqle behaviour was not 
fuch as might juftify the warmdl profeffions I 
can make of that kind. After all this, how 
comes it, that he, either in railleiy or good 
carnefl, accufcs me of having any refentment 

againft 
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agamft hitn ? By word of mouch when he left 
us, by letters fo long as he allowed me to cor- 
refpond with hitn, and by all the people that 
ever went from Utrecht to Flanders, have I 
importuned him for the continuance of his 
friendfhip ; and, perhaps, even in his abfence, 
(if he pleafes to refleft) giving him a very eflen- 
tial proof of mine. If any body has thought it 
worth their while to fow a divifion between us, 
I wifh he thought it worth his to let me into 
the fecret ; and nothing, he may be fure, fhall 
be wanting on my fide, to defeat a flratagem, 
which, for ought 1 know, may end in the ftarv- 
ing of his humble fervant. 

Whjch leads me naturally to tlft fecond thing 
propofed to be fpoken to in my text ; namely, 
.my circumftances. ^ For, between you and me, 
Sir, I appreherid the Treafury will iffue out no 
money on my account, till they know what is 
due on that of Mr Watkins. And if he has any 
pretcnfions, I have none that I know of, but 
what are as precarious to me, as a ftiver, I gave 
away but how to a beggar, was to him. Is it pof- 
fible that Mr Watkins can demand the pay of a 
commiffion, which is by the Queen herfelf actual- 
ly fuperfeded, during his abfehce from his poft ? 
Or is it not as plainly faid in mine, that I am her 
Majefty's fecretary during fuch his abfence, as in 
bis, that he was fo, whilft he refided here ? If I 
muft be cruflied, Sir, for God's fake let fome 
reafon be alledged for it 5 or elfe an ingenuous 

confcflion 
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confcflion made, that " ftat pro ratiode vohin- 
" tas." If you can fix Mr "Watkins to any final 
determination on this fubjeft, you will do me 
a fingular fervice, and I fhall take my meafiires 
accordingly. Though I know your power, I 
cannot help diftrufting it on this occafion. Be- * 
fore I conclude, give me leave to put you in 
mind of beating my thanks into Lord Boling- 
broke's ears, for his late generofity, to the end 
that his Lordftxlp may be wearied out of tlie evil 
habit he has got, of heaping more obligations i 
and goodnefs on thofe he is pleafed to favour, . 
than their Ihoulders arc able to bear. For my 
own part, 1 have fo often thanked his Lordfliip, 
that I have ifbw no more ways left to turn my 
thoughts ; and beg, if you have any right good 
compliments neat and fine by you, that you will 
advance the neceflaiy, and place them, with the 
other helps you have given me, to my account;, 
which I queflion not but I fhall be able to ac-^ 
knowledge at one and the fame time, viz. " ad. 
** Graecas calendas." 

In the mean time, I fhall do my beft to give 
you juft fuch hints as you defire by the next 
poft 5 though I cannot but think there arc 
fome letters in the ofiice, which would ferve your 
turn a good deal better, than any thing I can tell 
you about the people at tfie Hague. Your ac- 
cefs there, abundantly prevents my attempting to. 
write you any news from hence. And I aflSirc- 
you, Sir, you can write me none from England: 

(however 
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(however l^uneafy my circumftances are) which 
will be fo agreeable, as that of your long expedl- 
ed advancement. It grieves me to the foul, that 
a perfon, who has been fo inftrumental to the 
raifing of me from obfcurity and diftrefs, fhould 
Dot be yet fet above the power of fortune, and 
the malice of thofe enemies your real merit has 
created. I beg, dear Sir, the continuance of 
four kind care and infpedlion over me j and 
that you would in all refpefts command, reprove, 
jr inftruft me as a father. For I proteft to you, 
Jir, I do, and ever fhall honour and regard you 
i^ith the affedlion of a fon. I am, &c. 



L ]E T T E R CXXXVI. 

-DJl SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 

Lsndorty Dec* 18, 17 12. 

OU R fociety was to meet to-day 5 but Lord 
Harley, who was prefident this week, 
ould not attend, being gone to Wimbleton, with 
lis new brother-in-law, the young Marquis of 
^aermarthen, who married Lady Betty Harley 
>n Monday laft ; and Lord Treafurer is at 
Vimbleton too. However, half a dozen of us 
let, and I propofed our meetings Ihould be on- 
r once a-fortnight 5 for, betwixt you and me, we 
o no good. It coft me nineteen Ihillings to- 
ay for my club dinner 5 I don't hke it. We 

have 
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have terrible ilobbery weather. Lore 
is come to town, and will fee me whe 
or not. You know he has a pretence 
dom * in France, which Duke Ha 
foliciting for ; but Abercorn refolvi 
their title, if they will not allow hi 
part; and I have advifed the DiKh< 
pound with him, and have made tl 
of my opinion. 

19. Lord Treafurer is returned froj 
ton. 'Tis not above eight miles oflF, j 
for me to dine with him at five ; bui 
grace to be abroad, and dined wit] 
with honed Ben. Tooke,. by invitat 
Duchefs of Ormond promifed me h 
and coming home to-night, I found 
the Duke's, both in my chamber, 
that a pretty civil furprize ? They 5 
gilded frames too. I am writing j 
thank her. I will tell her fhe is fuc 
that fhe will not let fo much as her 
alone in a room with a man, unlefs 
be with it ; and fo forth. We are fi 
and dabbling. Lady Mafham has cc 
thefe three days, and feen the Queen 
with her the other day at her fiflei 
hope fhe will remove in a few days t 
lodgings at St James's,^ from Kenfingt 

20. I deny myfelf*to every body al 
cannot be quiet ; and all my morn in 

• Of Cbaftlcbcrauld. 
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with people who will not take anfwers below 
iburs; fuch as Dilly, and the Bifhop, and the 
Provoftj &c. Lady Orkney invited me to dinner 
to-day, which hindered me from dining with 
Lord Treafurer. This is his day, that his chief 
friends in the minlAry dine with him. How- 
cver^ I went there about fix, and fat with him 
till paft nine, when they all went off; but he 
iorpt me back, and told me the circumflances of 
Lady Betty's match. The young fellow has 
fiojcool. ready money, three great hpufes fiir- 
nifhed, 7,0001. a-year at prefent, and about five 
more after his father and mother die. I think 
Lady Betty's portion is not above 8000I. Pray 
tell Mr Wall, that Lord Anglefea thanked me 
for recommending Clements to him ; that he fays 
he is 2o,oool. the better for knowing him. But 
jway don't let Clements go and write a letter of 
thanks, and tell my Lord, that he hears fo and 
fo, &c. Sad weather 5 two fliillings in coaches 
to-day, and yet I am dirty. I am now going to 
read over fomething, and correal it. 

21. Puppies have got a new way of plaguing 
me. I find letters direfted for me at Lord 
Treafurer's, fometimes with inclofed ones to him, 
and fometinies with projedls, and fometimes with 
libels. I ufually keep them three or four days 
without opening. I was at Court to-day, as I 
always am on Sundays, inftead of a coffee-houfe, 
.to fee my acquaintance. This day fe'nnight, 
after I had been talking* at Court with Sir Wil- 
liam 



weH of him *. I dined with Lord 
and muft again to-morrow, though ] 
not; but now the Queen is in to¥ 
not keep me fo late. Our peace no 
be determined ; for Lord Bolingbrc 
this morning, that four provinces i 
have complied with the Queen, anc 
the reft will do fo immediately. 

22. Lord Keeper promifed me yc 
firft convenient living to poor Grey 
married, and wants fomc addition i 
had. He is a very worthy creature, 
letter fome weeks ago from Elnick, w 
Betty Grey. It feems the poor w 
fomc time laft Summer. Elnick grow 
purchafes lands. I dined with Lord 
to-day, who has engaged me to com 
morrow. I gave Lord Bolingbroke 
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Parnell's *. I made Parnell infert fome compli* 
meats in it to his Lordfhip. He is extremely 
pleafed with it, and read fome parts of it to-dajr 
to Lord Treafurer, who liked it as much. And 
indeed he out-does all our poets here at bar's* 
length. Lord Bolingbroke has ordered me to 
bring him to dinner on Chridmas-day, and I 
made Lord Treafurer promife to fee him. It 
Ipay one day do Parnell a kindnefs. You know 
Parnell ? I believe I have told you of that. 

a3. Tbis morning I prefented one Diaper f, 
a poet, to Lord Bolingbroke, with a new poem ij:, 
which is a very good one 5 and I am to give him 
a fum of money frorfi my Lord. I have coh- 
trivcd to.inake a parfon of him, for he is half 
one already, being in deacon's orders, and ferves 
a fmall cure in the country ; but has a fword at 
his tail here in town. 'Ti4 a poor, little, fliort 
wretch, but will do bed in a gown, and we will 
make Lord Keeper give him a living. Lord 
Bolingbroke writ to Lord Treafurer to-day, to 
excufe me ; fo I dined with th^ former, and 
Monteleon the Spanifh ambaflador, who made 
me many compliments. I ftayed till nine, and 
now it is pad: ten, and my man has locked me 
VoL.Xiy. E e up; 

• * It is not in the colle<fHon publifhed by Mr Pope in 1726 ; 
but it is printed in Dr ParncU's Pofthumons Works, p. 248, 
publifhed at Dublin in 1758, and intitlcd, * On Queen Anne's 
Peace,' 1713-' 

f Author of the Sea Eclogues mentioned before. 

\ Intitled, * Dryadcs, or the Nymphs Prophecy,' printed 
in 1713, in ioWo, 
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up; and I have juft called to mind, that I fliall 
be in difgrace with Tom Leigh, lliat coxcomb 
had got into acquaintance wkh one Eckerfall, 
clerk of the kitchen to the Queen, who was ci- 
vil to him at Windfor on my account ; for I had 
done fome fervice to Eckerfall. Leigh teazes 
mc to pafs an evening at his lodgings with Ec- 
kerfalL 1 put it off feveral times, but was forced 
at laft to promife I would come to-night ; an^ 
it never was in my head till, I was locked up, and 
I have called, <and called, but my man is gone to 
bed ; fo I will write »an excufe to-morrow. I 
deteft that Topi Leigh, and am as formal to him 
as I can, when I happen to meet him in the 
Park, The rogue frets me, if he kni^ it. He 
afked me, why I did not wait on the biihop of 
Dromore * ? I anfwered, I had not the honour 
to be acquainted with him, and would not pre- 
fume^ &:c. He takes me ferioufly, and fays, the 
biihop is no proud man, &c. He tells me of a 
judge in Ireland, that has done ill things. I alk, 
Why he is not out? Says he, I think the W- 
fhops, and you, and I, and the reft of the cler- 
gy, ftiould meet and confult about it. I beg' 
his pardon, and fay, I cannot be ferviceable that 
way. He anfwers, Yes, every body may help 
fome thing. Don't you fee how curioufly he 
^ conthuies 

* * Dr Tobias Pullefi, tranflated to that fee^ from Clojoe, 
May 7, 16^5. He died in 1 713, a^id was fucceeded, in May 
that year, by Dr John 5terne, dean of St Patrick's, to^which 
dcanry Dr Swift was then promoted.' 
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continues to vex me ? for the dog knows, that 
with half a word I could do more than all of 
them together. But he only does it from the 
pride and envy of his own heart, and not out of 
a humorous defign of teazing. He is one of 
thofe, that would rather a fervice fhould not be 
done, than done hy a private man, and of his 
own country. You take all this 5 don't you ? 
" 24- I dined to-day with the chancellor of the 
exchequer f , in order to look over fome of my 
papers ; but nothing was done. 

I have been alfo. mediating between the HamiU 
toD family and Lord Abercom, to have them 
compound with him ; and I believe they will do 
it. Lor<i Selkirk, the late Duke's brother, is 
to be ia town, in order to< go to France, to 
make the demands ^ and the miniftry are of opi- 
nion, they will get fome fatisfa£lion, and they 
empowered me to advife the Hamilton fide to a- 
gree with Abercorn, who alks a fourth part, 
and will go to France, and fpoil ail, if they don't 
yield it. 

25. I carried Parndl to dine at Lord Boting- 
broke's, and he behaved himfelf very well ; and 
Lord Bolingbroke is mightily pleafed with him. 
I was at St James's Chapel by eight this morn- 
ing } and church and facramcnt were done by 
tcnjv. The Queen has the gout in her hand, and 
did not come to church to-day ; and I flayed fo 
long in my chamber, that 1 miucd going to Court. 
E e 2 Did 

t Robert Bcnfon, Efq ; 
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Did I tell you that the Queea defigDS to have a 
drawing-room and company every day ? 

26. I was to wifh the Duke of Ormond a hap- 
py Chrifanas, and gave half a crown to his por- 
ter. It will CO ft me a dozen half crowns amoDg 
fuch fellows. I dined with Lord Treafurer, who 
chid me for being abfent three days. We htxt 
Maccartney is gone over to Ireland. Was it rtol 
comical for a gentleman to be fet upon by b%lr- . 
waymen, and to tell them he was Maccartney *i 
Upon which they brought him to a jufticc of 
peace, in hopes of a reward, and the rogues were 
fcnt to gaol. Was it not great prefence of mirtd? 
But may be you heard of this already j fdr there 
was a Grubftrect of it. Lord Bolingbroke told 
me I muft ^walk away to-day after dinner, t^- 
caufe Lord Treafurer and he, and another, were 
to enter upon bufinefs ; but I faid, it was as fit 
I fhould know their bufinefs as any body, for I 
was to juftify. So the reft went, and I fta^j 
ahd it was fo important, 1 was like- to flecp ovca 
it. I left them at nine, and it is now twelve. 

27. I dined to-JaJr with General Hill, gover- 
nor of Dunkirk. Lady Maiham and Mrs Hill, 
his two Hfters, were of the company, and there 
have I been fitting this evening till eleven, look^ 
ing over others at play ; for I have left oflF lov- 
ing play myfelf. I have a great cold on me^BOt 
quite at its height* I have them feldom,'itid 

therefore 

* Maccartney was Lord Moliun's ftcond in the duel between 
him and Duke Hamihou ; and fled on that occafion. 
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herefore ought to be patient. I met Mr Addi- 
bn and paftoral Philips on tlie JNIall to-day, and 
oofc a turn with them, but they both looked 
erribly dry and cold. A curfe' of party ! And 
lo"you know I have taken more pains to rccom- 
nehd the "Whig Wits to the favour and mercy of 
llc= mitiifters, than any other people ? Steele I 
ifcvc kept in his place. Congreve I have got to 
C ufed kindly, and f<icured. Rowe I have rc- 
onimended, antl got a promifcj of a place. Philips 
ftiould certainly have provided for, if he had 
lOt run paity-mad, and made me withdraw my 
ecommendations* I let AdJifon fo right at firft, 
[lat he might have been employed, and have 
artly feezed him the place he has * ; yet I am 
rorfe ufed by that faction than any man.* Well, 
o to cards, and drefs the wine and orange. 

23. My cold is fo bad, that I could not go to 
hiirch to-day, nor to Court ; but I was en- 
aged to Lord Orkney's, with the Duke of Or- 
lond, at dinner ; and ventured, becaufi I could 
ough and fpit there as I pleafed. The Duke 
nd Lord Arran left us, and I have been fitting . 
vcr fince with Lord and Lady Orkney till paft 
levin 5 and my cold is worfe, and makes me 
iddy. I hope it is only my cold, and no more s 
•ut I'll go to-bed, for the fellow has bawled pajl 

E e 3 29. I 

• It was a ufual fulijcft of raillery towards him among the 
iniflcrs, tliat he never cane to them without a Y/hi^ in his > 

rcv«. Sec his life prefixed to Bathurft*s edition. 

I 
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29. I got out early to-day, and efcaped all 
my duns. I went to fee Lord Bolingbroke 
about fome bufinefs, and truly he was gone 
out too. I dined in the city, upon the broiled 
leg of a goofe, and a bit of bacon, with my prin- 
ter. Did I tell you, that I forbear printmg 
what I have in hand, till the Court decides 
ibmething about me ? I will contradl no more 
enemies, at lead I will not imbitter worfe thole 
I have already, till I have got under fhelter; 
and the minifters know my refolution, fo that 
you may be diiappointed in feeing this thing as 
fbon as you expefted. I hear Lord Treafui'CK 
is out of order*^ My cold is very bad. Every 
body has one. 

30^ I fuppofe this will b^ full Iqr Saturday. 
Duke of Ormond, Lord Arran, and I, dined 
priKately to-day at an old fervant's houfe of his.. 
The Council made us part at fix. One Mrs 
Ramlay dined with us ; an old Lady of about 
fifty-five,, that we are all very fond of. I called 
this evening at Lord Treafifrer's, and fat with 
hhn two hours. He has been cupped for a cold, 
and has been vccy ill. He cannot din^^with 
Parnell and me at Lord Bolingbroke's to«-fior- 
xowv but fays, he will fee Parnell fome other 
time. I hoift up Parnell, partly to fpite the envi- 
ous Irifh folks here, particularly Tom .Leigh. 
I faw the bifhop of Clogher's family to^ay. 
Mifs is -mighty ill of a cold, and coughs inceflTaBtlyi. 
31. To-day Parnell and I dined with Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, to correct ParneU's poem. I made 

him 
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him ihew all the places he difliked ; and when 
Pamell has correfted it fully, he fhall print it. 
I went this evening to lit with Lord rreafurer. 
He is better, and will be out in a day or two. I 
fat with him while the young folks went to fup- 
per, and then went down where they were all 
merry together, having turned Lady Oxford up 
to my Lord, and I ftaid with them till twelve. 
There was the young couple. Lord and Lady 
Caermarthen, Lord and Lady Dupplin, and 
Lord Harley and I; and the old folks were to- 
gether above. It looked like what 1 have for- 
merly done fo often ; ftealing together from the 
old folks, tho' indeed it was not from poor 
Lord Treafurer, who is as young a fellow as 
any of us : But Lady Oxford is a mere old wo- 
man. My cold is ftill fo bad, that I have not 
the kaft fmelling. I am juft got home, and 'tis 
paft twelve j and I'll go to-bed,^ and fettle my 
head, heavy as lead. 

Jan. I. I forgot to tell you, that yefterday 
Ix)rd Abercorn was here, teazing me about his 
French duchy, and fufpe£ling my partiality to 
the Hamilton family, in fuch a whimdcal man- 
uer, that Dr Pratt, who was by, thought he was 
»ad. He was no fooner gone, but Lord Ork- 
ney fent tOv know,, whether he ' might come and 
fit with me half an hour upon fome bufinefs. I 
rct6med anfwer, that I would wait on him 5 
which I did. We difcourfed a- while, and he 
fcft me with; Lady Orkney \ and in came Lord 

Selkirk, 
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I 
Selkirk, whom I had never feea before. He b 

another brother of Duke Hftknilton's, ofid is go- 
ing to Fi-ance, by a power from his mother the 
old Duchefs, to negociate their pretentions to 
this duchy of Chadleherauld. He teazed mc 
for tw(5 hours in fpite of my teeth, and held my 
hand when 1 offered to ilir ; would have had'mc 
engage the mini (try to favour him agaiod Lord 
Abercorn, and to convince theni that Lord 
Abercorn had no pretentions ; and defired I 
would alfo convince Lord Abercorn himfelf fo; 
and concluded, he was forry I was a greater 
friend to Abercorn than Haniilton. I had no 
patience, and ufcd him with fome plairinefi. 
Am not I purely handled between a couple of 
puppies ? Aye, fays Ppt. you muft be ftieddling 
in other people's affaire. I appeal to the bifhop. 
of Cloghcr, whether Abercorn did not complain 
that I would not let him fee me laft year, and 
that he fwore he would take no denial from rriy 
fervant when he came again. The minifters 
gave me leave to tell the Hamilton family, it 
was their opinion, that they ought to agree with 
A43eix:orn. Lord Anglcfea was then by, and 
told Abercorn ; upon which he gravely tffls me, . 
I was commiflloned by the minifters, and ought 
to perform my commiffion, &c. But Til have 
done with them. I have warned Lord Trcafu- 
rer, and Lord Bolingbroke, to beware of Sel- 
kirk's teazing ; yet Abercorn vexes mc more. 
He owes me all the kind receptions he has had 

from. 
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Q the miniftry. I dined to-day at LordTrea* 
r's, with the young folks, and fat with* Lord 
afurer till nine, and then was forced to go to 
y Miafliam*s, and fat there till twelve, talking 
ffairs, till I am out of humour, as every onu 
\ that knows them inwardly. A thoufend 
gs wrong, moft of them eafy to mend ; ypt 

fchemes availing at beft but Utile, and forae- 
2S nothing at all. One evil, which I patched 
wice, with the hazard of all the credit I had^ 
ow fpread more than ever. But burn po- 
5, and fend me from Courts and minifters ! 
. I fauntcred about this morning, and Vrcnt 
1 Dr Pratt to a picture au^ion, where I had 

to be drawn in to buy a pi^ure that I was 
1 of,*but it feems was good for nothing, 
tt was there to buy fome pictures for the 
op of Clogher, who refolvcs to lay out ten 
nds to furhifli his houfe with curious pi^bires. 

dined with the biflipp, I being by chance 
ngaged. And this evening I fat with the bi- 
p of Oflbry *, who is laid up with the gout. 
: French Ambaflador, Duke D'Aumont, 
ic to town to-night ; and the rabble coudu<El- 
him home with fhouts. I cannot fmell yet, 
ugh my cold begins to break. It continues 
*1 hard frofty weather. 

•1 Lord Dupplin and I went with Lord and 
ty Orkney, this morning at ten, to Wimbleton, 

fix 

Dr John Hartftrong, tranflated from that fee, to Dcrry, 
h 3, 1713-14. 
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fix miles off,<to fee Lord and Lady Caermartheni 
It is much the fined place about this town. DidI 
you never (ee it ? I was once there before, about! 
five years ago. I came back juft by night-fall, 
And^ felt cruel cold weather. I am juft now told, 
that poor Lady Afhbumham, the Duke of (>• 
mond's daughter, died yefterday at her cduntrf- 
houfe. The poor creature was with child. She 
was my greateft favourite, and I am in exceffivc i> 
concern for her death. I hardly knew a more 
valuable perfon on all accounts. You muft have 
heard me talk of her. I am afraid to fee the 
Duke and Duchefs. ' She was naturally very 
healthy, and I fear has been thrown away for 
want of care. Pray condole with me» *Tis ex- 
tremely moving *. I hate life, when P think it 
cxpofed to fuch accidents ; and to fee fo many 
thoufand wretches burthening the earth, while 
fuch as fhe dies, makes me think, God did never 
intend life for a bleiling. Farewell. 



LET. 



• From thcfc cxprcflionf, and thofe he ufes in the account of 
the Duchefs of Hamihon's affli^ion on the death of her buf- 
band. Swift appears to have had a. (troog fympathy in the di- 
ftrefs of others ; which he has generally, even by his advocates* 
been fuppqfcd to want. Sec his letter to Mrs Dingley, dated 
Kovcmbcr ij, 171a. 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 

London^ Jan. 4, lyia-lj* 

[ENDED my laft with the melancl^oly news 
of poor Lady Aflibumham's death. The 
ifhop of Clogher, and Dr Pratt, made me dine 
ath them to-day, at Lord Mountjoy's, purfuant 
) an engagement, which I had forgot. Lady ' 
fountjoy told me, that Maccartney was got fafe 
ut of our clutches, for (he had fpoke with one 
rho had a letter from him from Holland, 
khers fay the fame thing. As I left Lord 
(fountjoy^s, I faw the Duke D'Aumont, the 
rench ambaflador, going from Lord Boling- 
roke's, where he dined, to have a private au- 
ience of the Queen. 1 followed, and went 
p to Court, where there was a great crowd. I 
ras talking with the Duke of Argyll, by the 
re-fide, in the bed-chamber, when the ambaf- 
idor came out from the Queen. Argyll prcfent- 
d me to him, and Lord Bolingbroke and we 
ilked together a-while. He is a fine gentleman, 
omething like the Duke of Ormond, and juft 
ach an expcnfive man. » After church to-day, I# 
licifcd the bifhop o'f Qogher, at Court, who 
^who. 

5. Our frdft is broke, hut k is very cold^ 
-ord Trcafurer is recovered, and went out this 

evening 
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evening to the Queen. I dined with Lady Ox- 
ford. Lord Treafurer gave me a letter from an 
unknown hand, relating to Dr Brown, bifhop 
of Cork, recommending him to a better bifhop- 
rick, as a perfon who oppofed Lord Wharton, 
and was made a bifhop oti that account, celebrat- 
ing him for a great politician, &c. In fhort, all 
diredtly contrary to his charafter, which I made 
bold to explain. What dogs there are in the 
the world ! I was to fee the poor Duke and 
Duchefs of Ormond this morning. The Duke 
was in his public room, with Mr Southwell and 
two more gentlemen. When Southwell and I 
were alone with him, we talked fomething of 
Lord Afliburnham, that he was afraid the Whigs 
would get him agam. He bore up as well as he 
could 5 but fomething falling accidentally in dif- 
courfe, the tears were juft falling out of his eyes, 
and I looked off, to give him an opportunity 
(which he took) of wiping them with his hand- 
kerchief. I never faw any thing fo moving, nor 
fuch a mixture of greatnefs of mind, and tender- 
nefs and difcretion. 

6. Lord Bolingbroke, and Parnell, and I, dined, 

by invitation, witii my friend Dartineuf *, whom 

you have heard <ne talk off. Lord Bolingbroke 

I likes 

* This Gentleman, whofc name was fpclt Dartiquenave, is 
mentioned, on accou'-'c of his tafle for jjood eating, by Mr Pope, 
in his Imitation of it: •^f-'-rfl Ej>;ftle of the Second Book of Horace, 
Tcr. 8/. 

•* Wlien OMfKia loves what Dartineuf dctcflt." 



I 
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likes Parnell mightily 5 and it is pleafant to fee, 
that one, who hardly paiTed for any thing in 
Ireland, makes his way here with a little friendly 
forwarding. It is fcurvy rainy weather, and I 
have hardly been abroad to-day, nor know any 
thing that pafles. Lord Treafiirer is quite reco- 
vered, and I hope will take care to keep himfelf 
well. The Ducheft of Marlborough is leaving 
England, to go to her Duke ; and makes prefents 
of rings to feveral friends, they fay, v/ith two 
hundred pounds a-piece. 1 am fure fhe ought to 
give me one, though the .Duke pretended to 
think me liis greateft enemy, and got people to 
tell me fo, and very mildly to let me know, how 
gladly he. would have me foftened towards him. 
I bid a Lady of his acquaintance and mine let him 
know, that I had hindered many a bitter thing 
agalnft him ; not for his own fake, but becaufe 
I thought it looked bafe 5 and I defired every 
thing fliould be left him, except power. 

7. I dined with Lord and Lady Mafham to- 
day, and, this evening, played at ombre with Mrs 
Vanhomrigh, merely for amufement. The mi- 
nifter? have got my papers, and will neither read 
them, nor give them to me ^ I can hardly do any 
thing. Very warm flabby weather, but I mdde 
a Ihift to get a walk ; yet I loft half of it, by 
fhaking off Lord Rochefter *, who is a good civil 
Vol. XIV. . F f fimple 

• Henry Hyde, Ton of Laurence Earl of Rochefter, younger 
fon of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon. This Henry fucceeded 
to the title of Earl of Clarcoidon, March 31. 1723, on the death 
of Edward the third Earl of Clarendon. 
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fimple man. The bifhop of Oflbry will not be bi- 
fliop of Hereford, to the great grief of himfelf 
and his wife. I think it is not certain yet, that 
Maccartney is efcaped.. I am plagued with bad 
authors in verfe and profe, who. fend me their 
books and poems, the vileft trafh I ever faw ; but 
I have given their names to iliy man, never to let 
them fee me. 

. o. You muft underftand, that I am in my 
gecrs, and have got a chocolate-pot, a prefent 
from Mrs Afh of Clogher, and fome chocolate 
from my brother Ormond, and I treat folks 
fometimes. I dined with Lord Trcafurer at five 
o'clock to-day, and was by, while he and Lord 
Bolin^Tbroke were at buQnefs j for it is fit I fhould 
know all that pafles now, becaufe, &c. ^ The 
Duke of Ormond employed me to fpeak to Lord 
Treafarer to-day, about an affaii-, and I didfoj 
^nd the Duke liad fpoke himfelf, two hours ^- 
fore, which vexed me, and I will qhide the Duke 
about it. I tell you a good thing ; there is not 
one of the minidry but what will employ me, as 
gravely, to fpeak for tliem to Lord Treafurer* 
as if I were their brother, or his ; and Ido it as 
gravely, though I know they do it, only becaufe 
they will not make themfelves uneafy, or had ra- 
ther I iliould b..* denied than they. I believe our 
peace will not be finilhed thcfe two months; for 
1 think v/e muft have a return from Spain, by a 
meflcnger, who will not go till Sunday next. 
Lord Treafurer has invited me to dine with him 

again 
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again to-morrow. Your commiHioner, Kmghtly, 
is to be there. 

9. Dr Pratt drank chocolate with me this mof n- 
ing, and then we walked. 1 was yeftcrday with 
him, to fee Lady Betty Butler, grieving for her 
lifter Afliburnham. The jade was in bed in form, 
and fhe did fo cant, (he made me fick. I meet 
Tom Leigh e^ry day in the Park, to preferve 
his health; He is as riiddy as a rofe, and tells 
mc, his biihop of Dromore recovers very much. 
That bifhop has been very near dying. This 
day's Examiner talks of the play of IVhat is it 
like ? and you will think it to be mine, and be 
bit ; for I have no hand in thefe papers at all. I 
dined with Lord IVcafurer, and fliall again to- 
morrow^ wliich is his day when all the miniflers^ 
dine with him. He calls it whipping-day. It is 
i!ways on Saturday, ^nd we do indeed equally 
rai% him about his faults on that day. I was of 
the original club, when only poor Loixi Rivers, 
Lord Keeper, and Lord P.olini^broke came ; but 
now Ormond, AnglcfcVj Lord Steward, Dart- 
UJOUth, and others, intrude, and I fcold at it; 
but now they pretend as good a title as I ; and 
indeed many Saturdays I am not there. The 
company being too many, I don't love it. 

10. At feven this evening, as we fat after din- 
ner at Lord Treafurer's, a fervant faid. Lord 
Peterborough was at the door. Lord Treafurer, 
an3 Lord Bolingbroke, went out to meet him, 
and brought him in. He was jufl: returned from 

• F f 2 abroad jL 
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abroad, where he has been above a year. A* 
foon as he faw rfie, he left the Duke of Ormond 
and other Lords, and ran and kifled me before 
he fpoke to them * ; "but chid me terribly for not 
writing to him, which I oever did this laft tinac 
he was abroad, not knowing where he was ; and 
he changed places fo often, it was impoffible a 
letter fliould overtake him. H^ left England 
with a plurify, by his* coach overturning, that 
^made him fpit blood, and was fo-ill, we expected 
every poft to hear t)f his death ; but he out-rode 
it, out-drank it, or fomething ; and he ir come 
home luftler than ever. He is at leaft fixty, and 
has more fpirits than any yoyng fellow 1 know 
in England. He has got the old Lord Oxford's 
regiment of horfe, and I believe will have a gar- 
ter. I love the hang-dog dearly. 

I r. The Court was crammed to-day, to fee the 
French ambaflador ; but he did not come. Did 
I never tell you, that I go to Court on Sundays, 
as to a coffee-houfe, to fee acquaintanct, whom 
I fhould not other wife fee it wice a-ycar ? The 
provoft and I dine with Ned Southwell, by ap- 
pointment, ill order to fettle your kingdom, if 
my fchenie can be followed ; but I doubt our 
miniftry will be too tedious. You muft certainly 
have a new Parliament •, but they would have that 
;i fecret yet. Our Parliament here will be pro- 
rogued for three \veeks. Thofe puppies will not 

yet 

• The Dean had addreflcd fome vcrfcs to him, in the year 
1706. See Voir VII. of Bathuvft's edition, 8vo. 
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yet come in, though they pretend to fnbmit to 
the Queen in every thing ; but they would fain 
try firft how our Seffion begins, in hopes to em- 
broil us in the Houfe of Lords ; and if my ad- 
vice had been taken, the Seffipn Hiould have be- 
gun, and we would have trufted the Parliament, 
to approve the fteps already made towards the 
peace ; and had an addrefs, perhaps, from them, 
to conclude without the Dutch, if they vvould not 
agree. Others are of my mind, but it is not rec- 
koned fo fafe, it feems : Yet I doubt whether the 
peace will be ready fo foon as three weeks, but 
that is a fecret^ 

12. Pratt and I walked into the city, to one 
Batemart's, a famous bookfeller for old books. 

.There I layed out four pounds like a fool, and 
we dined at a hedge alehoufe, for two ihil- 
lings and two-pence, like emperors. Let me fee,. 
I bought Plutarch, two volumes, for thirty fhil- 
Hngs, &c. We ]iave no news, and I have no- 
thing more to fay to-day, and I can't finifh my 
work. Thefe minifters will not find time to do* 
what I would have them. 

13. I was to have dined to-day vnih Lord 
Keeper ; but would not, becaufe that brute, Sir 
John Walter, was to be one of the company. 
You may remember he railed at me lad Summer- 
was twelve months, at Windfor, and has never 
begged my pardon, though he promifcd to do It ;. 
and Lord Manfel, who v/as one of the coirpany,. 
would certainly have fet us tr>gcther. by the ears,, 

F' f 3 outt 
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•ut of ^re roguifh mifchief. So I dined with 
Lord Treafurer, where there was none but Lord 
Bolingbroke* I ftayed till eight, and then went 
to Lady Orkney's, who has been iick, and fat with 
- her till twelve. The parliament was prorogued 
to-day, as I told you, for three weeks. Our 
weather is very bad, and flabbery, and I fhall 
fpoil my new hat, or empty my pockets. Lord 
Abercorn plagues me to death. I have now not 
above fix people to provide for, and about as^ 
many to do good offices to ; and thrice as many,, 
that I will do nothing for. 

14. To-day I took the circle of morning vifits^ 
1^ I went to the Duchefs of Ormond, and there was 

* flie, and Lady Betty, and Lord AQiburnham to- 

gether. That was the firfi: time the%motlicr and 
daughter faw each other fince Lady Afliburn- 
ham's death. They were both in tears ; and I 
chid them for being together, and made Lady 
Berty go to her own chamber ; then fat a while 
with the Duchefs, and went after Lady Betty, 
and all was well. There is fomething of farce in- 
all thefc mournings, let them be ever fo ferious. 
*'^fc+ People will pretend to grieve more than they 
^^•^ .xeally do, and that takes off from their true grief. 
S^ I then went to the Duchefs of Hamilton, who 

never grieved *•, but raged, and ftoimed, and 
^ railed. She is pretty quiet now, but has a 

diabolical 

* Tlie Dean exprefTcs different fcntiments of this Ladjr, la 
his letter to Mrs Dingley, dated November 15. 177a; but it ii 
proUbL', he had then very Uttlc arqnaintance with her» 
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diabolical tempei\ Lord Keeper and his fbn, arwl 
their two Ladies, and I, dined to-day with Mr' 
Caefar, Treafurer of the Navy, at his houfe in the 
city, where he keeps his office. We happened 
to talk of Binitus, and I faid fomething in his 
praife ; \^en it ftpick me immediately, that I 
had made a blunder in doing fo, and therefore 
rccolledled myfelf, and faid, Mr Caefar, I beg 
your pardon. So we laughed, &c. 

15. I forgot to tell youi that laft night I had a 
prefent fent me, (I found it when I came home in 
«ny chamber), of the fineft wild-fowl I ever faw, 
with the vileft letter, and from the vileft poet in 
the world, who fent it me as a bribe to get him 
an employment. I know not were the fcoundrel • ; 
lived, fo I could not fend them back ; and there- 
fore I gave them away as freely as I got them, 
and have ordered my man never to let up the poet 
when he comes. The rogue fliould have kept the 
■wings at Icaft for his mufe. One of his fowls was 
a large capon phcafant, as fat as a pullet. I ate 
{hare of it to-day with a friend. We have now 
a drawing-room every Wednefday, Thurfday, 
and Saturday, at one o^clock. Tlie Queen' does * •% 
not come out ; but all her minifters, foreigners, ^ 
and perfons of quality, are at it. I was there to- 
day, and Lord Treafurer came towards me ; I 
avoided him, and he hunted me thrice about the # 
room. I affected. never to takfi notice of him at 
church, or court. He knows it, for I have told' 
hitn fo J and to-night, at Lord MafhamV ^^^ 

gave 
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gave an account of it to the company ; but my 
*reafoQ8 are, that people feeing me fpeak to him, 
caufcs a great deal of teazing. I tell you what 
comes into my head, that 1 never knew whether 
you were Whigs or Tories ; and I value ou^ con- 
verfation the more, that it q^Rver turned on that 
fubjeft. 1 have a fancy thaf Ppt. is a Toryi and 
a rigid one. I don't know why j but mediinks 
fhe looks like one, and D. D. a fort of a trimmer. 
Am I right ? I gave the Exan^iner a hint about 
this prorogation, and to praife the Queen for her 
tendernefs to the Dutch, in giving them-ftill more 
tinje to fubmit. It fitted the occafions at prefent. 

i6. I was bufy to-day at the fecretary's office, 
and ftaid till pad three. The Duke of Ormond 
and I were to dine at Lord Orkney's. The Duke 
was at the committee, fo I thought all was fafe. 
When I went ther^ they had almoft dined ; for 
the Duke had fent to excufe himfelf, which I 
never knew. I came home at feven, and began a 
little whim, which juft came into my head, and 
will make a three-penny pamphlet. It fhall be 
finiflied and out in a week 5 and if it fucceeds, 
you fhall know what it is j otherwifc not. I 
I cannot fend this to-morrow, and will put it off 
till next Satm-day, becaufe I have much bufinefs. 
So my journals fliall be fhort, and Ppt. muft 
have patience. 

17. This rogue .Parnell has not yet corre<Eted 
his poem, and I would fain have it out. I dined 
to-day with Lord Treafurer, and his Saturday's 

company ;, 
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company ; nine of us in all. They went away at 

feven, and Lord Treafurer and I fat talking an' 

hour after. After dinner, he was talking to the 

Lords, fbout the fpeech the Queen muft make 

when the parliament meets. He afked me, how 

1 wou6l make it. I was going to b« ferious, be- 

caufe it was ferioiifly put ; but I turned it to a 

jeft. And becaufe they had been fpeaking of 

the Duchefs of Marlborough going to Flanders 

after the Duke, I faid, the fpeech ihould begin 

thus : My Lords and Gentlemen, in order to my 

own quiet, and that of my fubjcdls, I have 

thought fit to fend the Duchefs of Marlborough 

abroad after the Duke- This took well, and 

turned off the difcourfe. I muft: tell you, I do^ 

not at all like the prefent fituation of affairs, and 

remember I tell you fo. Things muft be on an- 

othei* foot, or we are all undone. I hate this 

driving always to an inch. 

18. We had a mighty full Court to-day. Dil- 
ly was with me at the French church, and edi- 
fied njightily. Duke of Ormond and I dined 
at Lord Orkney's ; but I left them at feven, and 
came home to my whim. I have made a great 
prdgrefs. My large treatife * ftands ftock-ftill. 
Some ,think it too dangerous to publifh, ai^d 
would have me print only what relates to the 
peace. I cannot tell what I fhall do. The bifhop 
of Dromore is dying. They thought ycfterday 
he could not live two hours 5 yet he is ftlU alive, 
but is utterly paft all hopes. . 

♦ • 19- I 

♦ His Hiftory of the Peace of Utrecht. 
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19. I was this morning to fee the Duke and 
Dtichefs of Ormond. The Duke d'Aumont 
came in while i was with the Duke of OrmonjJ, 
and we complimented each other like dragons.. 
A poor fellow called at the door where I lodge, 
with a parcet of oranges for a prefent for me. 
I bid my man learn what his name was, and 
whence he came. He fent Word his name was 
Bun, and that I knew him very well. I bid ray 
man tell him I was bufy, and he could not fpeak 
to me ; and not to let him leave his oranges. I 
know no more of it, but I am fure I never heard 
the name, and I ihall take no fuch prefents 
from ftrangers. Perhaps he might be only ferae 
beggar, who wanted a little money. Perhaps it 
might be fomething worfe. Let them keep their 
poifon for their rats : I don't love it. 

20. A committee of our fociety dined to-day 
with the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Our fo- 
ciety does not meet now- as ufual, for which I 
am blamed •, but, till Lord Treafurer will .agree 
to give us money and employments to beftow, 
I am agJ^inft it ; and he gives us nothing but pro- 
mifes. Bifhop of Dromore is ftill alive, ^nd 
that is all. We expedl every day he will die, 
and then Tom Leigh muft go back, which is 
one good thing to the town. I believe Pratt 
will drive at one of thefe bifhopricks. Our En- 
glilh biflaoprick * is not yet dlfpofed of. I believe 
the peace will not be ready by the feffion. ■ 

21. I 

* « Probably that ofi Hereford, vacant by the death of Dr 
Humphry Hiunphreys, on the iQth'of November 171a, who 

m ^39 
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21. I was to-day with my printer, to give him 
L little pamphlet I have written, but not politics, 
[t will be out by Monday. If it fucceeds, I will 
:ell you of it ; otherwife not. We had a prodi- 
gious thaw to-day, as bad as rain 5 yet I walked, 
like a good boy, all the way. The bifhop of 
Dromore ftill draws'breath, but cannot live two 
days longer. My large book lies flat. Some 
people think a great part of it ought not to be 
now printed. I believe I told -you fo befbre# 
This Jetter fliall not go till Saturday, which 
makes up the three weeks exaftly, and I allow; 
fix weeks. 

22. This is one of our Court days, and I was 
there. I told you there is a drawing-room Wed- 
nefday, Thurfday, and Saturday. The Hamil- 
tons, and Abefcorns, have done teazjng niQ. 
The latter, I hear, is actually goiijg to France. 
Lord Treafurer quarrelled with me at Court, for 
being four days without dining with him ; fo I 
dined there to-day, and he has at laft fallen in 
with my project, (as he calls i%) bf coining half- 
pence and farthings with devices, hkc medals, 
in honour of the Queen, every year changing 
.the d^K^ice. I wifh it may be done. 
. 23. Duke of Ormond and I appointed to dine 
with Ned Southwell tp-day, to talk of fettling 
your affairs of parliament in Ireland ; but there 
was a mixture of company, and the Duke of 

Ormond 

was fucccfded by Dr Philip Bi0c, ^tranflated from the fee of 
St David's. 
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Ormond was in hafte, and nothing was done. 
If your parliament meets this Summer, it muft . 
be a new one ; but I find fome. are of opinion, 
there (liould be none at all thefe two years. I 
will trouble myfelf no more about it. Myde- 
Cgn was to ferve the Duke of Ormond. Dr 
Pratt and I fat this evening with the bifliop of 
Clogher, and played at ombre for three-pence. 
That 1 fuppofe is but low with you. I found, at 
coming home, a letter from M. No. 37. I fliall 
not anfwer it this bout, but will the next. I 
have got a terrible new cold, before my old was 
quite gone, and don't know how. I ihall have 
D. D.'s money foon fr6m the exchequer. The 
bifhop of Dromore is dead now at laft. 

24. I was at Court to-day, and it was comi- 
cal to fee Lord Abercorn bowing to me, but not 
fpeaking, aa4 Lord Selkirk the fame. I dined 
with Lord Treafurer and' his Saturday club, 
and fat with him two hours after the reft were 
gone, and fpoke freer to him of affairs^ thuSQ 1 
am afraid others do, who miglu do more^ood. 
All ms friends repine, and ihrug their flioulders; 
but will not deal with hjni fo freely as they 
ought. It is an odd bufinefs ; the parliament 
juft going to fit, and no employments given. 
They fay they will give them in a few days. 
There is a new bilhop made of Hereford ; To 
OiTory is difappointed. I hinted fo to his friends 
two months ago, to make him leave off deluding 
himfelf, and being indifcreet, as he was. 

I . LET. 
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DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 



Lo?jdon^ Jan, 25, 1712-13. 

WE had fuch a terrible ftorm to-day, that 
going to Lord Bblingbroke's, I faw a 
hundred tiles fallen down ; and one fwinger fell 
about forty yards before me, that would have 
killed a horfe : So, after churgh and court, I 
walked through the Park, and took a chair to 
Lord Treafurer's. Next door to his houfe, a tin 
chimney-top had fallen down, with a hundred 
bricks. It is grown calm this evening. I won- 
der had you fuch a wind to day ? I hate it as 
much as any hog does. Lord Treafurer has 
engaged me to dine again with him to-morrow. 
He has thofe tricks, fometimes, of inviting me ^ 
from day to day, which I am forced to break 
tfalifagh. My little pamphlet is out ; 'tis not 
politics. ,j^ 

26. This morning I felt a little touch of gid- 
dinCfs, which has ;difordered and weakened me 
with its ugly remains all this day. ^ After dinner 
at Lord Treafurer's, the French ambaflador, 
Duke d'Aumont, fent Lord Treafurer word, 
that his houfe was burned down to the ground. 
It took fire in the upper roon'is, while he was at 
dinner with Monteleon, the Spanifli ambaflador, 
and other perfons 5 and foon after, Lord Boling- 
VoL. XIV. G g broke 
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broke came to us with the fame ftory. "We arc 
fiill of fpeculation upon it ; but I believe it was 
the carelefTiiefs of his French rafcally iervants. 
'Tis odd, that this very day Lord Sommers, 
"Wharton, Sunderland, Halifax, and the whole 
club of Whig Lords, dined at Pontac's in the city, 
as I received private notice they have fome dam- 
ned defign. I tell you .another odd thing ; I was • 
obferving it to Lord Treafurer, that he was dab- 
bed on the -day King William died ; and the day 
I faved his life, by opening the band-box, was 
King William's birth-day. My friend Mr Lewis • 
has had a lye fpread onliim, by the miftake of a - 
man who went to another of his name, to give 
him thanks for paffing his privy feal to come 
from France. That other Lewis fpread about, 
that the man brought him thanks from Lord 
Perth and Lord Melfort (now Lords with the 
Pretender) for his great fervices, Sec. The 
Lords will examine that other Lewis to-morrow 
in Council ; and I believe you will hear of jt in 
the prints, for I will make Abel Roper giiW a 
relation of it. 

27. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer : This 
makes four days together ; and he has invited 

me 

"• Erafmus I.evrfs, fecretary to the Earl of Dartmouth one 
of chc ictretarics of ftate, and afterwards to the Earl of Oxford 
Lord Hlgli Treafurer. He was member for Lcftwithicl, ia 
Cornwall, in the parliament, which began April 9, 1713. A 
p:'.rt:Liilar account of this affair, may be fcen in the Examiner, 
Vol. 111. No. 21, for February a, 17x4-13, and in Boyer*s Poli- 
tical Sate, Vol. V. p. 25, ct feq. 
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me again to-morrow, but I abfoliitely refufcd 
him. I was this evening at a chriftening with 
him, of Lord Diipplin's daughter. He went away 
at ten; but they kept me, and fome others, till pad 
twelve ; fo you may be fure 'tis late, as they fay. 
We have now ftronger fufpicions, that the Duke 
d'Aumont's houfe was fet on fire by malice. I 
was to-day to fee Lord Keeper, who has quite 
loft his voice with a cold. There Dr RatclifFc 
told me, that it was the ambaiTador's confedlion- 
er fet the houfe on fire, by boiling fugar, and go- 
ing down and letting it boil over. Yet others 
ftill think differendy ; fo I know not what to 
judge. 

28. I was to-day at Court, where the Spanilli 
ambafl&dor talked to me, as if he did not fufpeft 
any deiign in burning d'Aumont's houfe ; but the 
Abbe Gautier, fecretary for France here, faid 
quite otherwife j and that d'Aumont had a let- 
ter the very fame day, to let him know his houfe 
ihcmld be burned, and tells feveral other circum- 
ftan&s too tedious to write. One is, that a fel- 
low mending the tiles juft when the fire broke 
out, faw a pot with wild-fire in the room. I 
kilned with Lord Orkney. Neither Lord Aber- 

- corn nor Selkirk will now fpeak with me. I 
have difobliged both fides. 

29. Our fociety met to-day, fourteen of us, 
and at the tavern. We now refolve to meet but 
oticc a-fortnight, and have a committee every 
Other week of fix or feveq to confult about do* 

G g 2 . ing 
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* ing fome good. I propofed another meflage to 
Lord Treafurer by three principal members, to 
give one hundred guineas to a certain perfon, 
and they are to urge it a^ well as they can. Wc 
alfo raifed fixty guineas upon our own foclcty } 
but I made them do it by afleflbrs, and I was 
one of them, and we fitted our tax to the feve- • 
ral eftates. The Duke of Ormond pays ten 
guineas, and I the third part of a guinea ; at 
that rate they may tax as often as they pleafe. 

30. I have drank Spa waters thefe two or 
three days ; but they do not pafs, and make mc 
very giddy. I am not #cll 5 I will take them no 
more. 

I fauntered, after church to-day, with the Pro- 
voft, to fee a library to be fold, and dined at five 
%vuu Lorvi Orkney. " We (lill think there T^aa 

^ malice in burning d'Aumont's houfe. I hear 
little Harrifon is come over ; it was he I fent to 
Utrecht. He is now Queen's fecretaiy to the 
embaffy, and has brought with him the barrier 
treaty, as it is now correcled by us, and yielded 
to by the Dutch, which was -the greateft diiEcuI- 
ty to retard the peace. I hope he will bring 
over the peace a month hence, for we will fend 
him back as foon as pollible. I long to fee the 
little brat my own creature. His pay is in all a 
thoufand pounds a-year, and they have never 
paid him a groat, though I have teazed thcii* 
hearts out. He muft be three or fqur hundred 
pounds in debt at leaft. 

31. Har- 
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■ 31. Harrifon was with me this morning; wc 
talked three hours, and then I carried him to 
Court. When we went down to the door of 
my lodging, I 'found a coach waited for him. 
I chid him for it 5 but he whifpered me, it was 
impoflible to do otherwife ; and in the coach he 
told me, he had not one farthing in his pocket 
to pay it ; and therefore took the coach for the 
whole day, and intended to borrow money fome 
where or other. So there was the Queen's mi- 
nifter intruded in affairs of the greateft import- 
ance, without a fhilling in his pocket to pay a 
coach. I paid him wWle he was with me fevea 
guineas, in part of a dozen of fliirts he bought 
me in Holland. I prefentcd him to the Duke of 
Ormond, and feveral Lords at Court ; and I 
contrived it fo, that Lord Treafurer came to me, 
and afked (1 had P.irnell by me) whether that 
was Dr Parnell, and came up and fpoke to hina 
with great kindnefs, and invited him to his 
houfe. I value myfelf upon making the minillry 
defire to be acquainted with Parnell, and not 
Parnell with the miniftry. His poem is almoft 
fully corrected, and fhall be foon out. Here is 
enough for to-day ; only to tell you, that I was 
in the city with my prlntei', to alter an Exami- 
ner *, about my friend Lewis's ftory, which will 
be told with remarks. 

iv3. I. I could do nothing till to-day about 
the Examiner ; but the printer came this morn*- 
G^ g 3 . iog^- 

• Sec Examiner, Vol. IN. No. zu 



bad lore leg, tor which he defigns 
France. The parliament is to fit on 
but will adjourn for three or four day* 
Queen is laid up with the gout» and hot! 
out of order, though one of them. Lor 
is almoft well. I fpoke to the Duke oi 
a good deal about Irefiiod. We do 
gether agree, nor am I judge enougt 
affairs; but I will fpeak to Lord Tre 
morrow, that we three may fettle tl 
way or other. 

2. It rained all this day, and Dilly ca 
and was coaching it into the city ; fo I 
him for a fhaking, becaufe it would no 
a farthing. There I met my friend 
the merchant, who is going abroad to 
his debts, and be clear in the world, 
ged me I would dine with fome mercha 
©four's there, becaufe it was the laft tim 
fee him : So I did, and thought to have 
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them, though they are not Whigs ; for they are 
forced to be in town at expence for nothing : 
But we want an anfwer from Spain, before we 
are fui:e of every thing being right for the peace ; 
and God knows whether we can have that anfwer 
this month. It is a moft ticklifli junfture of af- 
fairs 5 we are always driving to an inch : I am 
weary of it. 

3. The parliament met, and was prorogue^!, as 
I faid; and I found fomexloudy faces, and heard 
Ibmc grumbling. We have got over all our 
difficulties with France, I think. They have now 
fettled all the articles 8r commerce between us 
and them, wherein they were very much difpofed 
to play the rogue, if we had not held them to ;. 
and this bufinefs we wait .for from Spain, is to 
prevent fome other rogueries of the French, who 
are finding an evafion to trade to the Spanifh 
Weft-Indies 5 but I hope we (hall prevent it. , I 
dined with Lord Treafurer, and he was in good 
humour enough. I gave him that part of my 
book in manufcript to read, where his charafter 
was, and drawn pretty freely. He was reading 
and corre<Eling it with his pencil, when the bi- 
{hop of St David's * (now removing to Hereford) 
came and interrupted us. I left him at eight, 
and fat till twelve with the Provoft and Bifhop of 
Clogher. 

4. I was to-day at Court, but kept out of 
Lord Treafiirer's way, becaufe I was engaged to 

the 

• Dr Philip Biflc. 
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the Duke of Ormond, where I dined, and, I 
think, eat and drank too much. I fat this even- 
ing with Lady Mafbam, and then with Lord 
MaOiam and Lord Treafurer at Lord Mafham's* 
It was laft year, you may remember, my.con- 
ftant evening place. I faw Lady Jerfey, with 
Lady Mafham, who has been laying out for my 
acquaintance, and has forced a promife from me 
to drink chocolate with her in a day or two, 
which I know not whether I fhatl perform, for I 
do not miKrh like her charafter 5 but fhe is very 
malicious, and therefore I think I mud keep 
fair with her. I drd mt write to Dr Coghill, 
that I would have nothing in Ireland ; but that 
I was fc)liciting nothing any where, and that is 
true. I have named Dr Sterne * to Lord Trea- 
furer, Lord Bolingbroke, and the Duke of Or- 
mond, for a biflioprick, and I did it heartily : I 
know not what will come of it ; but I tell you 
as a great fecret, that I have made the Duke of 
' Ormond promife me to^recommend nobody till 
he tells me, and this for fbme reafons too long 
to mention. My head is ftill in no good order. 

5. I dined to-day with Sir Andrew FoUntainc 
and the Provoft, and played at ombre with'-him 
all the afternoon. I won, yet Sir Andrew is an 
admirable player. Lord Pembroke came inj 
and I gave him three or four fcurvy Dilly-punsj 
that begin with an if, I believe I {hall write no 
more this good while, nor publifli what I have 

done 
• Dean of St Patrick's, 
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done. Pray God mend Ppt.'s health; mine is 
but very indifferent. I have left off Spa water ; 
it makes my legs fwell. 

6. This ,is the Queen's birth-day, and I never 
faw it celebrated with fo much luxury and fine 
cloaths. I went to Court to fee them, and I 
dined with Lord-Keeper, where the ladies were 
fine to admiration. I pafled the evening at Mrs 
Vanhomrigh's, and came home pretty early. 
Pray God keep the Queen ; fhe was very ill 
about ten days ago, and had the gout in her 
ftomach. When I came from Lord-Keeper's, I 
called at Lord Treafuitr's, becauTe 1 heard he 
was very fine, and that was a new thing, and it 
was true 5 for his coat and waiftcoat were em-» 
broidered. All things grow dear in Ireland, but 
corn to the parfons ; for my livings are fallen 

. much this year, by Parvifol's account. 

7. I was at Court to-day, but faw no birth- 
day cloaths 5 the great folks never wear them 
above orice or twice. I dined with Lord Ork- 
ney, and fat the evening with Sir Andrew Foun- 
taine, whofe leg is in a very dubious condition. 
This, I believe, will hardly go till Saturday ; for 
being not very well, I dare not fludy much : So I 
let company come in a morning, and pafs the 
afternoon in dining and fitting fomewhere. Lord 
Treafurer is angry if I don't dine with him eve- 
ry fecond day, and, I cannot part 'with him till 
late, ' He kept me laft night till near twelve. 
Our weather is conftant rain above thefe two 

months^ 
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months, which hinders walking $ fo that our 
Spring is not like your's. I have not feen Fan- 
ny Manley yet ; I cannot find titne. I am in re- 
bellion with all my acquaintance, but I will mend 
with my health and the weather. Colds ! why 
we arc all dying with colds j but now they are a 
litde over, and my fecond is almoft over. 

8. It was terribly rainy to-day, from morning 
till night. I intended to have dined with Lord 
Treafurer ; but went- to fee Sir Andrew Foun- 
taine, and he kept me to dinner, which favcd 
coach-hire, and I ftaid with hint all the afrer- 
noon, and loft thirteen {hillings and fixpence at 
ombre. There was management ! and Lord Trea- 
furer will chide ; but FU dine with him to-morrow. 
The bifhop of Clogher's daughter has been ill 
feme days, and it proves the fmall-pox. She is 
very full ; but it comes out well, and they appre- 
hend no danger. Lady Orkney has given me 
her pifture ; a very fine orifi;inal of Sir Godfrey 
Kneller's ; it is now a-mending. He has favour- 
ed her fquint admirably ; and you know I love 
a caft in the eye. I was to fee Lady Worfley to- 
day, who is juft come to town \ fhe is full of 
rheumatic pains. All my acquaintance grow 
old and fickly. 

' 9. I thought to have dined with Lord Trea- 
furer to-day, but he dined abroad at Tom Har- 
ley's ; fo I dined at Lord Mafliam's, and fo wa* 
winning all I had loft playing with Lady Mafham 
fit crown piquet, when I went to PooFs, aad 

I 
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I loft it again. Lord Treafurer came to us, 
and chid me for not following him to Tom Har- 
le'y's. I was this mornhig to fee Lady Jerfey, 
and we have made twenty parties about diaing 
together, and I fhall hardly keep one of them. 
She is reduced, after all her greatnefs, to feven 
fervants, and a fmall houfe, and no coach. I 
like her tolerably as yet. 

10. I made ififits this morning to the Duke, 
and Duchefs of Ormond, and Lady Betty, and 
the Duchefs of Hamilton. "When I was writing 
this near twelve o'clock, the Duchefs of Hamil- 
ton fent to- have me dine with her to-morrow. 
I am forced to give my anfwer through the door, 
for my man has got the key, and is gone to bed; 
-but I cannot obey her, for our fociety meets to- 
morrow. I ftole away from Lord Treafurer by 
eight, and intended to have pafled the evening 
with Sir Thomas Clarges and his Lady ; but met 
them in another place, and have there fat till 
now. My head has not been ill to-day. I was 
at Court, and made Lord Manfel walk with me 
in the Park before we went to dinner. Yefter- 
day and to-day have been fair, but yet it rained 
all laft night. I faw Sterne flaring at Court to- 
day. He has been often to fee me, he fays ; but 
my man has pot yet let him up. He is in deep 
mourning s I hope it is not for his wife. I did 
not aik him. 

12. I have reckoned days wrong all this while; 
' ior this is the twelfth. I do not know when I 

loft 
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loft it. I dined to-day with our fociet 
grcateft dinner I have ever feen. It was : 
Hill's, the governor of Dunkirk. I gave 
count of fixty guineas I had collefted, and 
give them away to two authors to-morrov 
Lord Treafurer has proniifed me one hi 
pounds, to reward fome others. I found : 
on my table laft night, to tell me, that pc 
tie Harrifon, the Queeji's fecretary, that 
lately from Utrecht with the bamer treat 
ill, and defired to fee me at night $ but 
' late, and I could not go till to-day. I hav 
mentioned him in my letters, you may.r 
ber. I went in the morning, and foun 
mighty ill, and got thirty guineas for bin 
Lord Bolingbroke, and an order for oni 
dred pounds from the Treafury, to be pai 
to-morrow ; and I have got him remo^ 
Knightfbridge, for air. He has a fever, : 
flaiiimation on his lungs 5 but I hope if 
well. 

13. I was to fee a poor poet, one Mr I 
in a nafty garret, very fick. I gave him 
guineas from Lord Bolingbroke, and dJfpc 
the other fixty to two other authors, and ( 
a friend to receive the one hundred poun 
poor Harrifon, and will carry it to him t( 
row morning. I fent to fee how he did, j 
is extremely ill ; and I am very much a 
for hirn, as be is my own creature, in • 
honourable pod; and very worthy of it. 
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mother and fitter attend him, and he wants no- 
thing. I dined in the city. 

14. I took Parnell this morning, and we walk- 
ed to fee poor Harrifon. I had the one hundred 
pounds in my pocket. I told Parnell I was a- 
Eraid to knock at the door ; my mind mifgave 
me. I did knock ; and his man, in tears, told 
his tnafler was dead an hour before. Think 
what grief this is to me ! I went to his mother, 
and have been ordering things for his funeral, 
with as little cod as pofilble,, to-morrow at ten 
at night. Lord Treafurer was much concerned 
when I told him. I could not dine with Lord 
Treafurer, nor any where elfe ; but got a bit of 
meat towards evening. No \ok ever grieved me 
fo much : Poor creature ! Pray God Almighty 
blefs you. Adieu. I fend this away to-night, 
and I am forry it m^ufl go while I am in fo much 
grief- 
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• DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 

London, Feb. 15, [1712-13.] 
,T DINED to-day with Mr Rowe, and a pro- 
JL jedlor, who has been teazing me with twenty 
fchemes to get grants, and I don't like one of 
them ; and, befides, I was opt of humour for 
the lofs of poor Harrifon. At ten this night, I 
Vol. XIV. H h was 
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was at his funeral, which I ordered to be as prl* 
vatc as poilible. We had but one coach, with 
four of us •, and when it was carrying us home, 
after the funeral, the braces broke ; and we 
were forced to fit in it, and have it held up, till 
my man went for chairs, at eleven at night, in 
terrible rain. I am come home very melancholy, 
and will go to bed, 

1 6. I dined to-day with Lord Dupplin, and 
fome company, to. divert me ; but left them early, 
and have been reading a fbolifli book for amiife- 
ment. I (hall never have courage again to care 
for making any body's fortune. The parliament 
meets to-morrow, and will be prorogued another 
fortnight, at which feveral of both parties wei'C 
angry ; but it cannot be helped, though every 
thing about the peace is paft all danger. I never 
f\w fuch a continuance of rainy weather. Wc 
have not had two fair days together, thefe ten 
weeks. I have not dined with Lord Treafurcr 
thefe four days, nor can till Saturday ; for I have j 
fvivcral engagements till then, and he will chide 
me to fome purpofe. I am perplexed with this 
one l^undred pounds of poor Harrifon's, what to 
do with it. I cannot pay his relations till they 
aJminifter, for he is much in debt 5 but I will 
have tlie ftaff in my own hands, and venture no- 
thing. 

17. Lady Jerfcy and I dined, by appointment, 
to-diiy, with Lord Bolingbroke. He is fending his 
brother to fucceed Mr Hai'rifon. It is the pret- 
tied 
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tieft poft in Europe for a young Gentleman. I 
' loft my money fadly at ombre ; I make a thou- 
fand blunders at it, and play but three-penny 
ombre; but it is what you call running ombre. 
Lady Clarges, and a drab I hate, won a dozen 
fliillrhgs off me laft night. The parliament was 
prorogued to-day. People grumble ; and the 
good of it is, the peace cannot be finiflied by thq 
lime they meet,' there are fo many fiddling things 
to do. I reckon you have all your cards from 
France, for our's pay fixpence a pack taxes, v/hick. 
goes deep to the box. I have given away all my 
Sp2L-wa,ttVy and take fome nafty fteel drops, and 
jny head has been better this week part. I fend 
every day to fee how Mifs Afhe docs. She is very 
full, they fay, but in no danger. I fear fhe will 
lofe fome of her beauty. The fon lies out of the 
lioufe. I wifh he had them too, while he is fo 
, young. 

1 8. The Earl of Abingdon has been teazing 
me, thefe three months, to dine with him ; and 
this^ day was appointed about a week ago, and I 
named my company •, Lord Stawell, Colonel JDif- 
ney, and Dr Arbuthnott ; but the two laft llip- 
' ped out thcu' necks, and left Stawell and me to 
dine there. We did not dine till feven, becuufc 
it is Afh-Wednefday. We had nothing but filh, 
which Lord Stawell could not eat, and got a broil- 
ed leg of a turkey. Our wine was poifon ; vet the 
puppy has twelve thoufan.d pounds a-year. His 
.carps were raw j and his candles tallow. He fluill 
H h 2 not 
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not catch me in hafte again ; and every body has 
laughed at me for dining with him. I was to-day 
to let Harrifon's mother know, I could not pay 
her till flie adminifters ; which flie will do- There 
were more Whigs to-day at Court, than Tories; 
I believe they think the peace muft be made, and 
fo come to pleafe the Queen. She is ftill lame 
with the gout, 

19. I was at Court to-day, to Ipeak to Lord 
Bolingbroke, to look over Parnell's poem fince 
it is corrected 5 and Parnell and I dined 
with him, and he has fhewn him three or four 
more places to alter a little. Lady Bolingbroke 
came down to us while we were at dinner, and 
Par,nell flared at her^ as if (he were a goddefe. 
I thought flie was like Parneirs wife, and he 
thought fo too. Parnell is much pleafed with 
Lord Bolingbroke's favour to him, arid I hope 
it may one day turn to his advantage. His 

j)oem will be printed in a few days. Our weather 
continues raining, as frefti as if it had not rained 
at all. I fat to-night at Lady Mafliam's, where 
Lord Treafurer came, and fcolded me for not 
dining with him- I told him, I would not till 
Saturday. I have flayed there till pafl twelve ; fo 
good night. 

20. Lady Jerfey, Lady Catharine Hyde *, the 
Spanifli ambafTador, the Duke D'Atree, another 
Spaniard, and I, dined to-day, by appointment, 
with Lord Bolingbroke 5 but they fell a drinking 
fo many Spanifli healths in champagne, that I 

ftole 

, . • The prefcnt Duchefs of Qnccnfburyi 
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ftole away to the ladies, and drank tea till eight ; 
and then went and loft my money ar ombre with 
Sir Andrew Fountaine, who has a very bad leg^ 
Mifs Afhe is paft all danger 5 and her eye, which 
was lately bad \l fuppofe one effedi: of her diftem- 
per) is now better. I do not let the bifliop fee 
me, nor ihall this good while. I will fpeak to 
Mr Griffin to-morrow, about Ppt.'s brother 
Filly, and defire, that his employment may be 
mended. 

2 w I faw Griffin at Court. He fays he knows 
nothing of a fait- work at Redton; but that 
he will give Filly a better employment, and de- 
fires Filly will write to him. If 1 knew where to 
write to Filly, I would ; but pray do you. Bid 
him let Mr Griffin know, that he has had the 
honour to be recommended by Dr S\yift, Sec. 
tliat he will endeavour to deferve, &c. I think 
Mr Griffin lives in Bury-ftreet, near St James's- 
ftreet, hard by me 5 but I fuppofe your brother 
may direft to him, to the falt-office j and, as I 
remember, he knows his Chriftian name, becaufe 
you fent it to me in the lift of the commiffioners,. 

I dined with Lord Treafurer, and feven Lords, 
to-day. You know Saturday is his great day. I 
fat with him till eight, and then came home, and 
have been writing a letter to Mrs Davis, at York. 
She took care to have a letter directed for me at 
Lord Treafurer's, for I would not own one flie 
fent by poft. She reproaches me for not writing . 
to. her thefe four years •, and I have honeftly told 
H h 3 her,. 
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her, it was my way never to write to thofc 
whom I am never likely to fee, unlefs I can fervc 
them, which I cannot her, &c. Davis, the fchool- 
matter's widow. 

22. I dined to-day at Lord Orkney's, with the 
Duke of Ormond, and Sir Thomas Hanmer. 
Have you ever heard of the latter ? He married 
the Duchefs of Grafton in his youth, ((he dined 
with us too.) He is the moft coniiderable inan 
in the Houfe of Commons. He went laft Spring 
to Flanders, with the Duke of Ormond ; froin 
thence to France, and was going to Italy} but 
the miniftry fent for him, and he has been come 
over about ten days. He is much out of humour 
with things. He thinks the peace is kept off too 
long, and is full of fears and doubts. It is 
thought he is defigned for fecretary of ftatc, in- 
ftead of Lord Dartmouth. We have been ac- 
quainted thefe two years ; and I intend, in a day 
or two, to have an hour's talk with him on af- 
fairs. I faw the blfhop of Clogher at Court. 
Mfs is recovering. I know not how much fhe 
will be marked. The Queen is flowly mending 
of her gout, and intends to be brought in a chair 
to Parruiment, when it meets, which will be the 
third of j^Iarch ; for I fuppofe they will prorogue 
no more ; yet the peace will not be figned then, 
and we apprehend the Tories themfclves, will, 
many of them, be difcontented. 

23. It was ill weather to-day, and I dined with 
Sir Andrew Fountain^:, and, in the. evening, plav- 

cd 
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.ed at ombre widi him and the {M-ovoft, and won 
twenty-five Ihillings ; fo I recovered myfelf pretty 
well. Dilly has been dunning me to fee Fanny 
Manley 5 but I have not yet been able to do it. 

24. I walked this morning to Chelfea^ to iee 
Dr Atterbury, Dean of Chrift-church. I had 
buiinefs, -with hinfi about entering Mr Fitz-Mau- 
rice, Lord Kerry's fon, into his ^ college ; and 
l«ady Kerry is a great favourite of mine. Lord 
Harley, Lord Dupplin, young Bromley the 
Speaker's fon, and I, dined with Dr Stratford, 
and fome other clergymen ; but 1 left them at 
fevcn, to go to Lady Jerfey, to fee Monteleon, 
the Spaniih ambaflador, play at ombre. Lady 
Jerfey was abroad, and 1 chid tlie fei-vants, and 
made a rattle ; but fince I came home, ihe fent 
me a meflage that I was miftaken, and that the 
meeting is to be to-morrow. 1 have a worfe 
memory than when I left you, and every day for- 
get appointments ; but here my memory was by 
chance too good. But Til go to-morrow 5 for 
Lady -Catharine Hyde, and Lady Bolingbroke, 
are to be there by my appointment. 
~ 25. Lord Treafurer met me laft night at Lord 
Mafham's, and thanked me for my company in a 
jeer, becaufe I had not dined with him in three 
days. He chides me if I flay but two days away 
together. What will this come to ? Nothing. 
My grand-mother ufed to fay, More of your lin- 
ing, and lefs of your dining. However, I dined 
with him, and could hardly leave him at eight, 

to 
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to go to Lady Jerfey's, where five or fix f 
minifters were, and as many ladies. Mor 
played like the Englifli, and cried gacci 
knocked his knuckles for trump, and pla 
fmall games like Ppt. Lady Jerfey whifpei 
' to ftay, and fup with the ladies, when the i 
were gone ; but they played till eleven, 
would not ftay. Lady Catharine Hyde 
mighty mind I fhould be acquainted with 
Dalkieth, her fifter, the Duke of Monm 
cldeft fon's widow, who was of the coi 
to-night 5 but I did not like her } fhe pain 
much. 

26. This day our fociety met at the Di 
Ormond's, but I had bufinefs that called m 
ther way j fo I fent my excufe, and dined p 
ly with a friend. Befides, Sir Thomas H 
whifpered mo^iaft night, at Lady Jerfey *s, 
muft attend Lord Treafurer, and Duke c 
mond, at fupper at his houfe, to-night ; w 
did, at eleven, and ftayed till one; The; 
the Duchefs of Grafton,, and the Duke he 
nine of us in all. Duke of Ormond chid r 
not being at the fociety to-day, and faid i 
"vjrere there. I faid, I never knew fixteen ] 
good company in my life ; no, nor eight n< 
We have no news in this town at alL I w 
why I don't write you news. I know lefe oi 
pafles than any body, becaufe I go to no ( 
houfe, nor fee any but minifters, and fuch 
pie 5 and minifters never talk politics in con 
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t-ion. The Whigs are forming great fchemes a- 
gainft the meeting of parliament, which will be 
• next Tuefday, I ftill think, without fail ; and we 
hope to hear, by then, that the peace is ready to 
fign. The Queen's gout mends daily. 

27. I paffed a very infipid day, and dined pri- 
vately with a friend in the neighbourhood. DicJ 
I tell you, that I have a very fine piflure of Lady 
Orkney, an original by Sir Godfrey Kneller, three 
quarters length ? I have it now at home, with a 
fine frame. Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Ma- 
fliam, have promifed to fit for me ; but I defpair 
of Lord Treafurer only. I hope he will give me 
ft copy, and then I fhall have all the piftures of 
thofe I really love here ; juft half a dozen ; only 
rU make Lord Keeper give me his print in a 
frame. I have litde to do now with my pen, for 
my granfl bufinefs * flops, till they arc^more prefc 
fing, and till fomething or other nappens ; and 
I believe I fliall, with difguft, return to finifh it, 
it is fo very laborious. Sir Thomas Hanmer has 
my papers now. You are now at ombre with the 
Dean, always on Friday night. I flood by the 
other night, while the Duke D'Atree lofl fix 
times with Manille, Baflo, and three fmall 
trumps ; and Lady Jerfey won above twenty 
pounds. 

28. I was at Court to-day, when the Abbe 
Gautier whifpered me, that a courier was juft 
come, with an account, that the French King had 

confentefl 

♦ His Hiftory of the Peace of Utrecht. 
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confented to all the Queen's demands^ and lus 
confent was carried to Utrecht, and the peace 
will be ixgned in a few days. I fuppoft' the ge- 
neral peace cannot be fo foon ready ; bat that is 
no matter. The news prcfently ran about the 
Court. I faw the Queen carried out in her chair, 
to take the air in the garden. I met Griffin at 
Court ; and he told me, that orders were fent to 
examine Filly ; and, if he be fit, to make him, 
I don't know what, fupervifor. It is fome em- 
ployment, a good deal better than his own. The 
parliament will have another ihort prorogation ; 
though it is not known yet. , I dined with Lord 
Treafurer, and his ^Saturday company, and left 
him at eight. Farewell. 



I L I T T E R CXL. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLET. 

London J March i. 17 12- 1 3. 

I SEE I anfwered a good deal of your laft let- 
ter, about your brother, &c. 1 dined with 
Lady Orkney, and we talked politicks till eleven 
at night ; and, as ufual, found every thing wrong, 
and put ourfelves out of humour. Yes, I have 
Lady GilTard's pifture fent me by your mother. 
It is bound up at a place where my other things 
are. I have goods in two or three places 5 and 
Vhcn I leave a lodging, I box up the books I 

get, 
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get, (for I always get fome), atid come naked in- 
to a new lodging ; and fo on. Talk not to me 
oFdeanries ; I know lefs of that than ever, by 
much. ^ 

2. I went into the city to fee P. at Rolt, who 
lodges with a city coufin, a daughter of coufin 
Clerk (you ai^ much the wifcr). 1 had never 
been at her houfe before: My he coufin Thomp- 
fbn is dead, or dying. I dined with my printer, 
and walked home, and went to fit with Lady 
Clarges. I found four of them, of which Lady 
Godolphin was one. I fat by her, and talked 
of her cards, &c. But fhe would not give one 
look, nor fay a word to me. She refufed fome 
time ago to be acquainted with me. You know 
fhe is Lord Marlborough's eldeft daughter. She 
is a fool for her pains, and I'll pull - her down* 
What can I do for Dr Smith's dau|^teri hu(in 
band ? I have no perfonal credit ^h any of the 
commiffioners. I will fpeak to Keightley ; but 
1 believe it will fignify nothing. In the cuftoms 
people mufl: rife by degrees, and he muft at firft 
take what is veiy low, if he be qualified for that. 
Ppt. miftakes me, I am not' angry at your re- 
commending any one to me, provided you will 
take myanfwer. Some things are in my way, 
and then I ferve thofe I can. But people will 
not diftinguifli, but take things ill, ^hen I have 
no power ; but Ppt. is wifer, and employments 
in general are very hard to get. 

3. I dined to-day with Lord Treafurer, who 
chid me for my abfence, which was only from 

Saturday 
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Saturday lad. The parliament was again pro* 
rogued for a week, and I fuppofe the peace will be 
ready by then, and the Queen will be able to be 
brought to tl\e houfc, and make her fpeech. I 
law Dr Griffith two or three months ago at a 
Latin play at Weftminfter, but did not fpeak to 
him. I hope he will not die.; I Aould be fony 
for Ppt.*s fake \ he is very tender of her. I have 
long loft all my colds, and the weather mends a 
little. I take fome fteel drops, and my head is 
pretty well. I walk when I can, but am grown 
very idle, and not finiflxing my thing. I ramble 
abroad, and play at ombre. I fhall be more 
careful in my phyfic, than Mrs Price : TTis not a 
farthing matter her death, I think ; and fo I Czf 
no more to-night, but will read a dull book, and 
go fleep. 

^ 4. Mr Ford has been this half-year inviting 
me to^ine atftis lodgings ; fo I did to-d^y, and 
brought the Provoft and Dr Parnell with me, 
and my friend Lewis was there. Parnell went 
away, and the other three played at ombre, and 
I looked on, which I love, and would not play. 
Tifdall is a pretty fellow, as you fay ; and when 
I come back to Ireland with nothing, he will 
condole me with abundance of fecrct pleafure. 
I believe I told you what he wrote to me, ' That 
I have favefl England, and he Ireland:* But I 
can bear that. I have learned to hear apd fee, 
and fay nothing. I was to fee the Ducliefs of 
Hamilton to-day, and met Bligh of Ireland juft 
I going 
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going out of her houfe Into his coach. I alked 
her, how fhe caaie to receive young fellows ? It 
feems he had a ball in the Duke of Hamilton's 
houfc when the Duke died ; and the Duchels 
got an advertifetnent put in the Poft-boy, refleft- 
ing on the ball, becaufe the Marlborough daugh- 
ters were there ; and Bligh came to beg the 
Duchefs's pardon, and clear himfelf. 

5. Lady Mafham has mifcarried, but- is almoft 
"well again. I have paid many vifits to-day. I 
met Bligh at the Duke of Ormond's ; and he 
begged me to carry him to the Duchefs of Ha- 
milton, to beg her pardon again. I did, on pur- 
pofe to fee how the blunderbufs behaved himfelfj 
but I begged the Duchefs to ufe him, mercifully, 
for flie is the devil of a teazer. The good of it 
is, fhe ought to beg his pardon, for he meant no 
harm ; yet fhe would not allow him to put in aq^ 
advertifement to clear himfelf from^er's, tfiough 
her's was all a lye. He appealed to me, and I 
gravely gave it againft him. I was at Court to- 
day, and the foreign minifters have got a trick of 
employing me to fpeak for them to Lord Trea- 
furer and Lord Bolingbroke ; which I do whea 
the cafe is reafonable. The college need not 
fear ; I will not be their governor. I dined 
with iSir Thomas Hanmer and iiis Duchefs. 
The Duke of Ormond was there j bdt we parted 
fooff, and went to vifit Lord Pembroke for the 
firft time, but it was to fee forae curious books. 
Lord Cholmondeley came in ; but I would not 
talk to him, though he made many advances. 
Vol. XIV. li 6.1 
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6. I was to-day at an auftion of piftures with 
Pratt, and laid out two pounds four {hillings for 
a pi6hire of Titian ; and if it were a Titian, it 
would be worth twice as many pounds. If I am 
cheated, TU part with it to Lord Mafham : If it 
be a bargain, I'll keep it to myfelf. But I made 
Pratt buy fcveral pidlures for Lord Mafliam. 
Pratt is a great virtuofo that way, I dined with 
Loi'd Treafurer, but made him go to Court at 
eight. I always teazc him to be gone. I thought 
to have made Parnell dine with him, but he was 
ill 5 his head is out of order, like mine, but more 
conftant* Poor boy ! — I was at Lord Treafurer's 
levee with the Provoft, to alk a book of the 
college. I never go to his levee, unlefs it be to 
prefcnt fomcbody. 

7. Yes, I hope Leigh will foon be gone. A 
p — on him ! I met him once, and he talked 
gravely to me of not feeing the Irifh bifhops 
here, and the Irifli gentlemen ; but I believe my 
anfwers fretted him enough. I would not dine 
with Lord Treafurer to-day, though it was Sa- 
turday, for he has engaged me for to-morrow ; 
but went and dined with Lord Mafliam, and 
played at fixpenny running ombre for three 
hours. There were three voles againft me, and 
1 was once a great lofer, but came off for three 
Oiillings and (ixpence. One may eafily lofc five 
guineas at it. Lady Orkney is gone out of town 
to-day, and I could not fee her for lazinefs, but 
wrote to hen She has left me fome phyfic. I 

never 
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never faw D. D.'s politics before, and I think it 
pretty extraordinary, and a great compliment 
to you, and I believe never three people con- 
verfed fo much with Co little, politics. Parvifol 
has fent me a bill of fifty pounds, as I ordoi'ed 
him ; which, I hope, will ferve me, and bring 
me over. I was not at Court to-day ; a wonder ! 

8. You muft know, I give chocolate almoft 
every day ^o two or three people, that. I fuffep 
to come to fee me in the morning. ^ My man 
begins to lie pretty well. *Tis nothing for peo- 
ple to be denied ten times. My man knows all 
I will fee, and denies me to every body elfe. 
This is the day of the Queen's coming to the 
Crown, and the day Lord Treafurer was ftabbed 
by Guifcard. I was at Court, where every body 
had their birth-day cloaths on ; and I dined with 
Lord Treafurer, who was very fine. *• He fliewed 
me fome of the Queen's fpcech, which I correct- 
ed in feveral places, and pen'd the vote of ad- 
drefe of thanks for the fpeech * ; but I was of 
opinion, the Houfe fhould not fit on Tuefday 
next, unlefs they hear the peace is figned ; that 
is, .provided they are fure it will be figned the 
wfcek after, and fo have one fcolding for all. 

9. Lord Treafurer would have had me dine 
with him to-day ; he dcfired me laft night, but 
1 refufed, becaufe he would not keep the day of 
his ftabbing with all the Gibinet, as he intended ; 

I i 2 fo 

• Sec this iddrcfs in the volumes lately publiflied by Mr 0eu}C 
Swift. 
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fo I dined with my fiiend Lewis ; and the Pro- i 
voft, and Parncll, and Ford, were with us. I loft 
fixteen (hillings at ombre; I don't like it. At night 
Lewis brought us word, that the parliament does 
not fit to-morrow. I hope they are fure of a 
peace by next week, and then they are right in 
my opinion : Otherwife I think they have done 
wrong, and might have fat three weeks ago. 
People will grumble ; but Lord Treafurer cares 
not a rufh. Lord-Keeper is fuddenly taken ill 
of a quincy ; and fome Lords are in commiffion. 
I think Lord Treafurer is to prorogue the par- 
liament in his, ftead. You never faw a town fa 
full of ferment and expe6l:ation. Mr Pope has 
publiflied a fine poem, called, Wind/or Foreft^ 
Read it. 

lo. I was early this morning to fee Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. I iind he was of opinion the parlia- 
ment fliould fit, and fays, they are not fure the 
-peace will be figned next week. The proroga- 
tion is to this day fe'nnight. I went to look 
on a library I am going to buy, if we can agree. 
I have offered one hundred and twenty pounds, 
and will give ten pounds more. Lord Boling- 
broke will lend me the money. I was two hours 
poring over the books. I will fell fome of them, 
and keep the reft ; but I doubt they won't take 
the money. I dined in the city, and fat an hour i 
in the evening with Lord Treafurer, who was in 
a very good humour 5 but reproached me for 
not dining with him yefterday, and to-day. 

What 
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What will all this come to ? Lord-Keeper had a 
pretty good night, and is better. I was in pain 
for him. 

11. I was this morning to vifit the Duke and 
Duchels of Ormond, and the Duchefs of Hamil- 
ton, and went with the Provoft to an auftion of 
pidtures, and laid out fourteen (hillings. I am in 
for it, if I had money ; but I doubt I fhall be 
undone, for Sir Andrew Fountaine invited the 
Provoft and me to dine with him, and play at 
ombre, when I fairly loft fourteen fhillings. I 
am come home ; 'tis late, and my puppy let out 
my fire, and I am gone to-bed, and writing 
there, and it is paft twelve a good while. Went 
out four matt adores and a trump in black, and 
yet was bafted. 

1 2. I was at another au(Slion of pictures to- 
day, and a great au<Elion it was. I made Lord 
Mafham lay out forty pounds. There were 
pictures fold of twice as much value a-piece. 
Our fociety.met to-day at the Duke of Beau- 
fort's ; a prodigious fine dinner, which I hate 5 
but we did fome bufinefs. Our printer was to 
attend us, as ufual ; and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer * fent the author of the Examiner f 
twenty guineas. He is an ingenious fellow, but 
the moft confounded coxcomb in the world ; fa 
that I dare not let him fee me, nor am acquaint- 
ed with him. I had much difcourfe with the 
Duke of Ormond this morning, and am driving 

I i 3 fome 

♦ Robert Bcnfon, Efci; f Mr Oldifworth.. 
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fome points, to fecure, &c. ^I left the fociety 

at feven. I can*t drink now at all with any plea» 
fure. I love white Portugal wine, better than 
Claret, Champagne, or Burgundy. I have a fad 
vulgar appetite ; I cannot endure above one difh, 
nor ever could, fincc I was a boy, and loved 
fluffing. It was a fair day, which is a rarity 
with us, I aflure you. Never fiair two days to- 
gether. 

13. I had a rabble of Irifh parfons this morn- 
ing, drinking my chocolate. I cannot remember 
appointments. I was to have fupped laft night 
with the Swedifli envoy at his houfe, and fomc 
other company ; but forgot it, and he rallied 
me to-day at Lord Bolingbroke's, who excufed 
me, faying. The envoy ought not to be angry, 
becaufe I ferve Lord Treafurer and him the 
fame way. ^ For that reafon I very feldom pro- 
mife to go any where. I dined with Lord Trea- 
furer, who chid me for being abfent fo long, as 
he always does, if I mifs a day. I fat three hours 
this evening with Lady Jerfey 5 but the firft two ' 
hours fhe was at ombre with fome company. 
I left Lord Treafurer at eight ; I fancied he was 
a little thoughtful, for he was playing with an 
orange by fits, which I told him, among com- 
mon men, looked like the fpleen. I wifh the 
peace may be ready ; I mean, that we have no- 
tice it is figned before Tuefday, othcrwife the 
grumbling will increafe. 

LET-- 



CORRESPONDENCE. 379 
LETTER CXLI. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY* 

Londotiy March 14, 1712-13* 

IT was a lovely day this, and I took the ad- 
vantage of walking a good deal in the Park 
before I went to Court. Colonel Difney, one of 
our fociety, is ill of a fever, and, we fear, in 
great danger. We all love him mightily, and 
he would be a great lofs- 1 doubt I (hall not 
buy the library 5 for a roguilh bookfeller has 
offered fixty pounds more than I defigned to 
give. So you fee I meant to have a good bar- 
gain. I dined with Lord Treafurer, and his 
Saturday compan]^ 5 but there were but feyen at 
table. Lord Peterborow is ill, and fpits blood, 
with a bruife he got before he left England ; 
but, I believe, an Italian Lady he has brought 
over, is the caufe that his illnefs returns. You 
know old Lady Bellafis is dead at la ft ? She has 
left Lord Berkeley of Stratton, one of her execu- 
tors ; and it will be of great advantage to him, 
they fay above ten thoufand pounds. I ftaid 
with Lord Treafurer, upon bufinefs, after the 
company was gone 5 but I dare not tell you up- 
on what. My letters would be good memoirs, 
if I durft venture' to fay a thoufand things that 
pafs 5 but I hear fo . much of letters opening at 
your poft-office, that I am fearful, &c. 

15. Lord 
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15. Lord Treafurer engaged me to dine with 
him again to-day, and I had ready what he want- 
ed ; but he would not fee it, but put me off till 
to-morrow. The Queen goes to chapel no\r. 
She is carried in an open chair, and will be well 
enbugh to go to parliament on Tuefday, if the 
Houfes meet, which is not yet certain : Neither, 
indeed, can the miniftei-s themfelves tell ; for it 
depends on winds and weather, and circumftan- 
ces of negociation. However, we go on as if it 
wa§. certainly to meet ; and I am to be at Lord 
Treafurer's to-morrow, upon that fuppofition, to 
fettle fome things relating that way. Ppt. may 
underftand me. The Do£lor tells me, that if 
poor Colonel Difney does not get fome fleep to- 
night, he muft die. What care you ? Ah ! but f 
do care. He h one of our fociety 5 a fellow of 
abundance of humour ; an old battered rake j 
but very honeft. Not an old man, but an old 
rake. It was he that faid of Jenny Kingdom, 
the maid of honour, who is a little old, that, 
fince (he could not get a hufband, the Queen 
Ihould give her a brevet, to aA as a married 
woman. You don't underftand this. They 
give brevets to Majors and Captains, to a£t as 
Colonels in the army. Brevets are commiflions. 
Afkfoldiers. 

16. I was at Lord Treafurer's before he came j 
and, as he entered, he told me, the parlia- 
ment was prorogued till Thurfday fe'nnight. 
They have had fome exprefles, by which they 

^^^■^ , county 
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count, that the peace will be figned by that time ; 
at leaft that France, Holland, and we, will fign 
fpme articles, by which we iliall engage to fign 
the peace when it is ready. But Spain has no 
minifter there ; for Montcleon, who is to be their 
ambaffador at Utrecht, is not yet gone from 
hence, and, till he is there, the Spaniards can 
fign no peace. And one thing take notice of, 
that a general peace can hardly be finilhed thefe 
two months, fo as to be proclaimed here ; for, 
after figning, it muft be ratified ; that is, con- 
firmed by the feveral princes at their courts, 
which to Spain will coft a month 5 for we muft 
have notice, that it is ratified in ^11 courts, be- 
fore we can proclaim it. So be not in too much 
hafte. 

17. The Irifh folks were difappointed, that 
the parliament did not meet to-day, becaufe it 
was St Patrick's-day ; and the Mall was fo full 
of crofies, that I thought all the world was Irifh. 
Mifs A (he is almoft quite well, and I fee the 
bifliop, but fhall not yet go to his houfe *. I 
dined again with Lord Treafurer ; but the par- 
liament being prorogued, I muft keep what I 
have till next week j for I believe he will not fee 
it till juft the evening before the Seffion. He has 
engaged me to dine with him again to-morrow, 
though I did all I could to put it oflf; but I don't 
care to difoblige him. 

18. I have now dined fix days fucceflively with 
Lord Treafurer j but at night I ftole away, while 

-* he 

• This fccms to indicate, that Swift never had the fmall'pox. 
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• he was talking with fomebody clfe, and fo am at 
liberty to-morrow* There was a flying report, of 
a general cefllition of arms ; every body had it at 
Court ; but I believe, there is nothing in it. I 
afked a certain French minifter, how things went? 
and he whifpered me in French, your plenipo- 
tentiaries and our's play the fool. None of us 
indeed , approve of the conduft of either at this 
time, but Lord, Treafurer was in full good hu- 
mour for all that. He had invited a good many 
of his relations ; and, of a dozen at table, they 
were all of the Harley family, but myfelf. Dif- 
ney is recovering, though you don't care a ftraw. 
Dilly murders us with his if-puns. You know 
them. ' 

19. The Bifhpp of Clogher has made an if' 
pun, that he is mighty proud of, and defigns to 
fend it over to his brother Tom ; but Sir An- 
drew Fountaine has wrote to Tom Afhe laft poflr, 
and told him the pun, and defired him to fend 
it over to the bifhop as his own ; and, if it fuc- 
ceeds, it will be a pure bite. The bifhop will 
tell it us as a wonder, that he and his brother 
fhould jump fo exaftly. I'll tell you the pun. 
If there was a hackney coach at Mr Pooley's 
door, what town in Egypt would it be ? Why, 
it would be Hecatompolis 5 Hac at Tom Pooley's. 
Silly ! fays Ppt. I dined with a private friend 
to-day ; for our fociety, I told you, meet but 
once a fortnight. I have not feen Fanny Manley 
yet ; 1 can't help it. Lady Orkney is come to 

town : 
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town : Why, flie was at her country-houfe ; but 
what care you ? 

20. Dilly read me a letter to-day from Ppt. 
She feems to have fcratched her head wheii fhe 
wrote it. *Tis a fad thing to write to people with- 
out tafte. There you fay, you hear I was going 
to Bath. No fuch thing j I am pretty well, 
thank God. The town is now fending me to 
Savoy 5 forty people have given me joy of it, yet 
there is not the leaft truth that I know in it. I 
was at an auftion of piftures, but bought none. 
I was fo glad of my liberty, that I would dine no 
where ; but, the weather being fine, I fauntere4 
into the city, and eat a bit about five, and then 
fupped at Mr Burke's, the accomptant-gcneral, 
who had been engaging me this month. The 
Bifhop of Clogher was to have been there, but 
was hindered by Lord Paget's funeral. The 
Provoft and I fat till one o'clock ; and, if that 
be not late, I don't know what is late. Parnqll's 
poem will be publifhed on Monday ; and to-mor- 
row, I defign, he fhall prefent it to Lord Trea- 
furer, and Lord Bolingbroke, at Court. The 
poor lad is almoft always out of order with his 
head. Burke's wife is his fifter. 

21. Morning. I 'will now finlfh my letter; 
for company will come, and a ftir and a clutter ; 
and I'll keep the letter in my pocket, and give it 
in to the poft. I muft go to -Court, and you 
know on Saturday I dine with Lord Treafurer 

of courfe. Farewell. 

o LET- 
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LETTER CXLIL 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEY. 

Lmdon^ March 21, 1712- 

I DINED with Lord Treallirer to-day, : 
find he has been at a meeting j^ at Lord H 
fax's houfc, witli four principal Whigs ; but 
is refolved to begin a fpcech againft them, w 
the parliament fits ; and' I have begged, that 
minifters may have a meeting, on pur^ofc to 
tk that matter, and let us be* the attack;ers 5 
I believe it will come to fpmcthing, for, 
Whigs intend to attack the minifters : ^nd 
inficad of that, the minifters attack the Wh 
it will be better. And further, I^believe, we £ 
attack thtm on thofe very poii\Js they int 
to attack us. The parliament will be agaiq f 
rogued for a fortnight, becaufe of Paflion-W( 
I forgot to tell you, that Mr Griflin has gi 
Ppt.'s brother a new employment, better tl 
his fvo^mer •, but more remote, and coniequei 
cheaper. I wiiri I could have done better, : 
hope, that you will take what can be xione 
good part, and that Ppt.'s brother will not 
like it. 

22. I dined to-day with Lord Steward. Th 
Frank Aaaelicy (a parliament man) told me 
had heard, that I had u:rote to my friends 
L-eland, to keep firm to the Whig^tereft j 



;^ CORRESPONDENCE. 385 

*liat Lord Treafurer would certainly declare for 
It after the ^eace. Annefley faid twenty people 
had told him this. You muft know this is what 
they endeavour to report of Lord Treafurer, 
that he defigns to declare for the Whigs ; and a 
Scotch fellow has wrote the fame to Scotland ; 
and his meeting with thofe Lords gives occafion 
to fuch reports. Let me henceforth call Lord 
Treafurer Eltee^ becaufc poflibly my letters may 
be opened. Pray remember L. T. and Eltee are 
pronounced the fame way. You fee why I can- 
not come over the beginning of i^pril. Who- 
ever has to do witlAhis miniftry, can fix no time. 
23. I dined to-day at Sir Thomas Hanmer'si 
by an old appointment : there was the Duke of 
Ormond, and Lord and Lady Orkney. I left 
ihcm at £\T^ ; every body is as four as vinegar. 
1 endeavoured to keep a firm friendfhip between 
the Duke of Ormond and Iiltee. I have great 
defigns, if I can compafs them; but delay is 
rooted in Eltee's heart ; yet ^e fault is not alto- 
gether there, that things are no better. Here 
is the curfcdeft libel in verfe come out, called^ 
The Ambaffadrefs * ; it is very dull too 5 it has 
been printed in three or four different ways, and 
Vol. XIV. K k is 

** It was intituled, Tkc Brit'ijh Avihajpjdrefe*s Speech to the 
French K'm? ; for publiihing of which, Mr William Hart, the 
printer of the Flying Poft^ was tticd in the Court of King's 
Bench, June 17. 1713, and fentcnccd to (land twice in the 
pilloiy, to pay ^a fine of 30I. to her Majcfty, to be imprifoncd 
two years, and'till he (hould pay the faid fine ; and to find fuf- 
ficicnt furcties for, his goed behnviour during life. 
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is handed about, but not fold. It abufcs the 
Queen horribly. The Examiner f has cleared 
me to-day of being author of his paper, and 
done it with great civilities to me. I hope it 
will ftop people's mouths ; if not, . they muft go 
on and be hanged, I care not. *Tis, terrible 
r^iny weather, Fll go fleep. 

24. It rained all this day, and ruined me ia 
coach-hire. I went to f^e Colonel Difney, who 
is paft danger. Then I vifited Lord Keeper, who 

was 

t The paper is No. 35. Vol. Til. and the paflagc as followst 
** They have been a long time laying a load upon a gentleman 
*' of the firft charader, for learning, good fenfe, wit, and more 
'* virtues than even they can fet off and illuftratc by all theop- 
** pofition and extremes of vice, which are the compounds of 
** their party. He is indeed fully accompliftied, to be mortal- 
*' ly hated by them ; and they needed not to charge him with 
" writing the JExaminer, as if that were a fufficicnt revenge, 
*♦ ia which they fhew as little judgment as trath. I here pro- 
** nounce him clear of that imputation ; and, out of pure regard 
** to julUcc, ftrip myfelf of all the honour that lucky untruth 
" did this paper; rcfcrving.to myfelf the entertaining reflcftion, 
'* that I was once taken for a man, who has a thoufand other 
** recommendations, befides the malice of the word men, to 
** make him loved and efteemed by the beft. This is the fc- 
" cond time I have humoured that party, by publicly declariftg 
" who is not the author of the Examiner. I will lend them 
** no more light, becaufe they do not love it. I could only wifli, 
** that their invedlves.againfl: that gentleman had been confider- 
** able enough to call forth his public refentments; and I (land 
** amazed at their folly, in provoking fo much ruin to their 
*' party. Their intelieftuals muft be as ftupid as their confci- 
*' ences, not to dread the terrors of his pen, though they met 
*« him with all that fpite to his perfon, which they ever es- 
*' prcfHd agaiaft his order," 
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was at dinner. I would not dine with him, but 
drove to Lord Treafurer, (Ehec I mean), paid the. 
coachman, and went in : But he dined abroad j 
So I was forced to call the coachman again, and 
went to Lord Bolingbroke^s. He dined abroad 
too ; and at Lord Dupplin's I alighted, and by 
good luck got a dinner there, and then went to 
the. Latin play at Weftminfter fchool, adled by the 
boys ; and Lord Treafurer (Eltee I mean again) 
honoured them with his prefence. Lady Ma- 
fham's elded: fon, about two years old, is ill, and 
am afraid will not live. She is full of grief, and 
1 pity, and am angry with her. Four {hillings 
to-day in coach-hire ; it won't do. Our peace 
will certainly be ready by Thurfday fortnight ; 
but our plenipotentiaries were to blame, that it 
was not done already. They thought their powers 
were not full enough to fign the peace, unlefs 
every Prince was ready ; which cannot yet be, 
for Spain has no minifter yet at Utrecht 5 but 
now our's liave new orders. 

25. Weather worfe than ever ; terrible rain all 
day, but I was refolved I would fpend no more 
money. I went to an audtion of giftures with 
Dr Pratt, and there met the Duke of Beaufort, 
who promifed to come with me to Court, but did' 
not. So a coach I got, and went to Court, and 
diJ fome little bufinefs there ; but was forced to 
go home, for you muft underftand I take a little 
phyfic over night, which works me next day. 
Lady Orkney is my phyfician. It is hierapicra two 
K k :i fpoonfuls. 
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fpoonfuls, devilifti ftuff! I thought to 
dined with Eltee, but would not, merely i 
a fliilling ; but I dined privately with a i 
and played at ombre, and won fix fhillings. 
are fcveral people of quality lately dead 
fmall pdSc. I have not yet fctn Mifs Afh 
hear fhc is well. The bifhop of Clogh 
bought abundance of pidhires, and Dr Pr 
got him very good penny-worths. I can 
walks, -the weather is Co bad. 

26. Tho' it was Ihaving-day, head and 
yet I was out early to fee Lord Bolingbrok 
talk over affairs with him ; and then I w 
the Duke of Ormond, and fo to Court, 
the miniftcrs did not come, becaufe the '. 
mcnt was prorogued till this xlay fortnight, 
had terrible rain and hail to-day. Our 
met this day ; but I left them before levci 
went to Sir Andrew Fountains, and pla 
ombre With him and Sir Thomas Clarges t 
and then went to Sir i'homas Hanmer. Hi 
the Duchefs of Grafton, left us after a little 
and I ftayed with him about an hour upor 
affairs, &c. Lord Bolingbroke left us at the 
before I went, for there is an exprefs from U 
but I know not yet what it contains ; only, ] 
the minifters expe<5l the peace will be figne 
week, which is a week before the Seffion. 

27. ParnelPs poem is mightily efteemec 
poetry fells ill. I am plagued with iX)or 
fon'a mother : You would laugh to fee ho 
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taous r am of paying her the lool. I received for 
her fon from the Treafiiry. I have afkcd evtvy 
creature I know, whether I may do it fafely ? yet 
durft not venture, till my Lord Keeper affured 
mc there was no danger. Yet I have not payed 
her, but will in a day or two ; tliough I have a 
great mind to ftay till Ppt. fends ms her opinion, 
becaufe Ppt. is a great lawyer. I dined to-day 
with a mixture of people at a Scotchman's, wha 
made the invitation to Mr Lewis and me, and has 
ibme defign upon as, which we know very well. 
I went afterwards to f^^e a famous moving picture, 
and I never faw any thing fo pretty. You fee a 
fea ten inches wide, a town at the other end, and 
fhips f^ihng in the fea, and difcharging their can* 
non. You fee a great fky, with moon and ftars^ 
&c. I am a fool. 

28. I had a mighty levee to-day. I deny my- 
felf to every body, except about half a dozen, and 
they were all here ; and Mr Addifon was one. i 
had chocolate twice, w^hich I don't like. Our 
rainy weather conunucs.. Coach-hire goes deep. 
I dined with Eltee, and his Saturday company, as 
ufual, and could not get away till nine. Lord 
Pcterborow was making long harangues, and 
Eltee -kept me in fpite. Then I went to the 
biihop of Offory, who had engaged me in the 
morning ; he is gone to Ireland. The bifhop of 
Killaloe, and Tom Leigh, were with us. The lat- 
ter had wholly changed his ftile, by feeing how 
the bifliops behaved themfelves 5 and he feemed 
K k 3. to 
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to think me one of more importance than I really 
am. I put the ill conduft of the hifhops, about . 
the firft- fruits, with relation to Eltee and mCf 
ftrongly upon Killaloe, and (hewed how it had 
hindered nie from getting a better thing for them, 
called, The Crown Rents ^ which the Queen had 
promifed. He had nothing to fay, but was hum- 
ble ; and defired my intereft in that, and fomc 
other tilings. 

29. I have been employed in endeavouring to 
fave one of jomt junior fellows *, who came over 
here for a difpenfation from taking -orders, and, 
rn foliciting it, has run out his time ; and now his . 
fellow Qiip is void, if the college pleafes, unjefs 
the Queen fufpcnds the execution, and gives him 
time to take orders. I fpoke to all the minifters 
yeftcrday about it ; but they fay the Queen is 
angry, and thought it was a trick to deceive her j 
and flie is politive, and fo the man muft be ruin- 
ed, for I cannot help him. I never faw him in 
my life ; but the cafe was fo hard, that I could 
not forbear interpofing. Tour government re- 
commended him to the Duke of Ormond, and 
he thought they would grant it 5 and by the time 
it was refufed, the fellowfhip by rigour is forfeit- 
ed. I dined with Dr Arbuthnott, (one of my 
brothers) at his lodgings in Chelfea, and was there 
at chapel ; and the altar put me in mind of Tif- 
dal's outlandifli mould at your hofpital for fol- 
diers. I was not at Court to-day, and I hear the 

Queen 

, * Mr Charles Grattan. 
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Queen was not at church. Perhaps the gout haJ 
feized her again. Terrible rain all day. 
. 30. Morning. I was naming fome time ago, 
to a certain perfon^ another certain perfon, that 
was very deferving, and poor and fickly ; and the 
other, that firft certain perfon, gave me 100 1, ta 
give the other, which I have noryet 4one. The 
perfon, who is to have it, never faw the giver, 
nor expedls one farthing, nor has the leaft know- 
ledge or imagination of it ; fo I believe it will be 
a very agreeable furprife^ for I think it a hand- 
fome prefent enough. 

At night I dined in the city, at Pontac's, with 
Lord Dupplin *, and fome others. We were 
treated by one Colonel Cleland, who has a mind 
to be governor of Barbadoes, and is laying thefe 
long traps for me and others, to engage jour in^ 
tereft for him. He is a true Scotchman. I payed - 
the 100 1, this evening, and it was a great furprife 
to the receiver. We reckon the peace is now 
figned, and that we (hall have it in three days. I 
believe it is pretty fure. 

31. I thought to-day on Ppt. when fhe told 
me, fhe fuppofed I was acquainted with the ftew- 
ard, when I was giving myfelf airs (of being at 
fome Lord's houfe. Sir Andrew Fountaine in- 
vited the bifhop of Clogher and me, and fome 
others, to dine where he did 5 and he carried us 
to the Duke of Kent's, who was gone out of 
town ; but the fteward treated us nobly, and 

fliewed 
• Then one of the TclUrs of the Exchequer. 
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&ewcd us the fine pictures, &c. This evening, 
Lady Malham, Dr Arbuthnott, and 1, were con- 
triving a Ijc for to-mprrow, that Mr Noble *, 
who was hanged lafl Saturday^ was recovered by 
his friends, and then feized again by the fheriff, 
and is now in the meflenger's hands, at the Black 
Swan in Holborn. We arc all to fend to our 
friends, ta know whether they have heard any 
thing of it ; and fo we hope it will fpread. Ho\r- 
cver, we fhall do our endeavours ; nothing fhall 
be wanting on our parts, and leave the reft to 
fortune. 

j4pri/ r. We had no fuccefs in our ftory, 
though I fent my man to fcveral houfes, to en- 
quire among the footmen, without letting him 
into the fecrct ; but I doubt my colleagues did not 
contribute as they ought. Parnell and I dined 
with Dartineuf to-day. * You have heard of Dar- 
tineuf ? I have told you of him. After dinner, 
we all went to Lord Bolingbroke^s, who had de^ 
fired me to dine with him ; but 1 would not, be- 
caufe I heard it was to look over a dull poem, of 
one Parfon Trap, upon the peace. The Swedifh 
envoy told me to-day at Couit, that he was in 
great apprehenfions about his maftcr ; and indeed 
we are afraid that Prince f is dead among thofe 
Turkilh dogs. I prevailed on Lord Bolingbroke 

to 

* * Richard Noble,, an attorney at New-Inn, executed a^ 
Kin^on, for the murder of John Sayer, Efq ; whofe wife, the 
daughter of Admiral Nevlil, he had feduccd from her hufband.* 

t Charles the XII. 
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to imrlte Mr Addifon to dine with him on Good 
Friday. I fuppofe we fhall be mighty mannerly. 
Addifon is to have a play^n Friday, in Eafter 
week : ' fis a Tragedy, catted Cato : I faw it unfir 
nilhed fome years ago. Did 1 tell you that Steele 
has begun a new daily paper, called the Guar'^ 
dsan f ? they fay good for nothing. I have not 
feen it. 

2. I was this morning with Lord Bolingbrokc> 
and he tells me a Spaniih courier is juil come, 
with the news, that the King of Spain has agreed 
to every thing that the Queen defires ; and the 
Duke Oflima has left Parisj in order to his jour- 
ney to Utrecht. I was prevailed on to come 
home with Trap, and read his }X)cm, and correft 
it ; but it was good for nothing. While I was 
there employed, Sir Thomas Hanmer came up 
*o my chamber, and baulked me of a journey he 
and 1 intended this week to Lord Orkney's at 
Cliffden ; but he is not well, and his phyficiaji 
will nor let him undertake fuch a journey. I in-- 
tended to dine with Lord Treafurer 3 but going to 
fee Colonel Difney, who lives with General Wi-, 
thers, I liked the General's little dinner fo well, 
that 1 ftayed and took fhare of it, and did not go 
to Lord Treafurer till fix, where I found Dr 
Sacheverell, who told us, that the bookfeller had 
given him 100 1. for his * fermon, preached laft 

Sunday,. 

f * That paper began to be piiblilhe'd on Thurfday, March 
j», 1714-13.' 
• * His (Sachcvcrcll*s) fermon, preached at St Saviours- 
churchy 



394 D E A N S W I FT's 

Sunday, and intended to print 30,000 5 but I be- 
lieve he will be confoundedly bit, and will hard- 
ly fell above half. I Iwyc fire ftill, though April 
is begun, againfl my old maxim ; but the wea- 
ther is wet and cold, I never faw fueh a long ruQ 
of ill weather in iiiy life. 

5. I was at the Queen's chapel to-day, but fhe 
was not there. INlr St John, Lord Bolingbroke*s 
brother, came this day at noon, with an exprefs 
from Utrecht, that the peace is figned by all the 
miiiifters there, but thofe of the Emperor, who 
will like wife fign in a few days 5 fo that now the 
great work is in efTeft done ; and I believe, will 
appear a moH: excellent peace for Europe, parti- 
cularly for England. Addifon and I, and fome 
others, dined with Lord Bofingbroke, and fat with 
him till twelve. We were very civil ; but yet when 
we grew warm, we talked in a friendly manner 
of party. Addifon raifed his objeftions, and 
Lord Bolingbroke anfwered them with great 
CQmplaifance. Addifon began Lord Sommers's 
health, which went about ; but I bid. him not 
name Lord Wharton's, for I would hot pledge 

it; 



church, in South wark, of which he was one of the chaplains, 
on Luke xxiii. 34, on occiifion of the expiration of the three 
years filence impoltd upon him by the Houfe of Lords, in confe- 
quence of his impeachment in 1709. The fermon was puhH(hed 
under the title of The Chriftlan Triumph, or, The Duty of fray wg 
fur our enemies. In April 1 7 13, he was prcfcnted by the Qu?ea 
to the le^tbry of St Andrew*s, Holborn, which had been held 
in commcndam hy Dr Thomas Manningham, with the bifliop- 
f ick of Chichefter. 
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it J and I told Lord Bolingbroke frankly, that 
Addifon loved Lord Wharton as little as I did : 
So we laughed, &c. Wel^ but you are glad of 
the peace, you Ppt. the trimmer, are not you ? 
As for D. D. I don't doubt her. 

4. This Paffion-week, people afe fo demure, 
cfpecially this laft day, that I told Dilly, who 

_ called here, that t would dine with him, and fo 
I did 5 and had a fmall fhoulder of mutton, of 
my own befpeaking. It rained all this day. I 
came Jiome at feven, and have never ftirred out j 
but havje been reading SacheverelFs long dull 
fermon, which he fent me. It is the firft fer- 
mon fince his fufpenfion is expired; but not a 
word in it upop the occalion, except two o'r 
three remote hints. The bifliop of Clogher has, 
been fadly bit by Tom Aflie, who fent him a 
,pun, which the bifliop had made, and defigned 
to fend him, but delayed it ; and Lord Pembroke 
and I made Sir Andrew Fountaine write it to 

. Tom. I believe I told you of it in my laft ; it 
fucceeded right, and the bifliop was wondering 
to Lord Pembroke, how he and his brother could 
hit on the fame thing. I'll go to bed foon, for 
I muft be at church by eight to-morrow, Eafter.- 
-day. 

5. Warburton wrote to me two letters about a 
living of one Foulkes, who is lately dead in, the 
county of Mcath. My anfwer is, that before t 
received the firft letter. General George had re- 

^4:ommended a friepd of his to the Duke of Or- 

mond. 
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tnond, whic!i was the firft time I he^rd of ks 
vacancy, and it was the Provoft told me of it. I 
believe verily thaf Fdulkes was not dead, when 
George recommended the other ; for WarbuP' 
ton's laft letter faid, that Foulkes was dead the 
day before the date. This has prevented me 
from ferving Warburton, as I would have done, 
if I had received notice early enough. Pray, fay, 
or write this to Warburton, to juftify me to him. 
I was at church at eight this morning, and fhaV- 
cd and drefled after. I came back, but was too 
late at Court ; and Lord Abingdon had like to 
have fnapped me for dinner ; and, I believe, 
will fall out with me for refufing him : But I 
hate dining with him, and I dined whh a pri- 
vate friend, and took two or three good walks } 
for it was a very fine day, the firft we have had 
a great while. Remember, was Eaftei^-day a fine 
day with you? I have fat with Lady "Worfley 
till late. 

6. I was this morning, at ten, at the rehcarfal 
of Mr Addifon's play, called Cati^ which is to 
be a6\ed on Friday. There were not above half 
a fcore of us to fee it. We ftood on the ftage •, 
Tind it was foolifh enough to fee the adtors 
prompted every moment, and the poet direfting 
them -, and the drab, that a£b Cato*s daughter *, 
out in the midft of a paffionate part, and then 
calling out, what's next ? "^rhe bifhop of Cloghcr 
was there too, but he ftood privately in a gal» 
I lery. 

• Mrs Oldfield, 
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lery. I w^nt to dine with Lord Treafurer, but 
he was gone to Wimbleton, his daughter Caer- 
marthen's country-feat, fevcn miles off ; fo I 
went back, and dined privately with, Mr Addi- 
fon, whom I had left to go to Lord Treafurer. 
I keep fire yet ; I am very extravagant. I fat 
this evening with Sir Andrew Fountaine, and 
we amufed ourfelves with making if-puns for 
Dilly. It is i-ainy weather, never faw the like. 
. Pray tell Swanton I had his letter, but cannot 
contrive how to ferve him. If a governor were 
to go over, I would recommend him as far as 
lay in my power, but I can do no more ; and 
you know all employments in Ireland, at lead 
almoft all, are engaged in reverfions. If I were 
on the fpot, and had credit with a Lord Lieu- 
tenant, I would very heartily recommend him; 
but employments here, are no more in my power, 
than the monarchy itfelf. 

7. Morning. I have had a vifiter here, that 
has taken up my time. I writ by this poft, to 
the Dean, but it is not above two lines, and one 
inclofcd to you ; but that inclofed to you, is not 
above three lines ; and then one inclofed to the 
Dean, which he mud not have, but upon con- 
dition of burning it immediately after reading, 
and that before your eyes ; for there are fome 
things in it 1 would not have liable to accident. 
You (hall only know in general, that it is an ac- 
count of what I have done to ferve him in his 
pretenfions on thefe vacancies, 5cc. But he muft 
not know that you know fo much. 

Vol. XIV. LI LET- 
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LETTER CXLIII. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS BINCLEY. 

London^ ^pril ^^ I)!*}, 

I DINED with Lord Treafurer ; and though 
the bufinefs I had with him is fomething 
againft Thurfday, when the parliament is to 
meet, and this is Tuefday, yet he put it off" till 
to-morrow. I dare not tell you what it is, left 
this letter fhould mifcarry, or be opened j but I 
never faw his fellow for delays. The . parliament 
will now certainly fit, and every body's expefta- 
tions are ready to burft. At a council to-night, 
the Lord Chief Juftice Parker *, a Whig, fpokc 
againft the peace ; fo did Lord Cholmondeley, 
another Whig, who is Treafurer of the Houfc- 
hold. My I. ord -Keeper was this night made 
Lord Chancellor. We hope there will foon be 
fome removes. ^ 

8. Lord Cholmondeley is this day removed 
from his employment, for his laft night's fpeech; 
and Sir Richard Temple, Lieutenant- General, 
the greateft Whig in the army, is turne4j4)ut ; 
and Lieutenant. General Palmer will be obc^ged 
to fell his regiment. This is the firft-fruits of a* 
friendflup I have eftablifhed between two great 
men. I dined with Lord Treafurer, and did 
the bufinefs I had for him, to his fatisfaiUon. I 

won't 
* Afterwards Eail of Macclesfield. 
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\ron't tell you what it was. The parliament fits 
to-morrow for certain. Here is a letter printed 
in Maccartncy's name, vindicating- himl'elf from 
the murder of Duke Hamilton. I mull give 
fome hints, to have it anfwered ; Vis full of lies, 
and will give an opportunity of expoling that 
party. To-morrow will be a very important 
day. All the world will be at Weftminfter. 
Lord Treafurer is as eafy as a lamb. They are 
muftering up the proxies of the abfent Lords ; 
but they are not in any fear of wanting a mpjo- 
rity, which death and accidents have increalcd 
this year. 

9. I was this morning -with Lord Treafurcr,^ 
to prefent to him a young fon of the late Eax'l of 
Jerfey, at the defire of the widow. There I faw 
the mace and great coach ready for Lord Trea- 
furer,^ who was going to parliament.. Our fo-!^ 
ciety met to-day, but I expe^r^d the Houfes 
would fit longer .than I car :.' to fair, fo I dined 
with a friend, and never cii4Uii'eu how mutters 
went till eight this evening, when I went to Lord 
Orkney's, where I found Sir Thomas Hanmer. 
The Queen delivered her fpecch very well, but 
a little weaker in her voice. The crowd was 
vaft. The order for an addrefs was moved, 
and oppofed by Lords Nottingham, Halifax, 
and CoVper. Lord Treafurer fpoke with great 
fpirit and refolution •, Lord Fcterborow tlirted 
againrt the Duke of Marlborough, (who is in 
Germany, you know) 5 but it was in aufwer tc 
Liz one 
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one of Lord Halifax's impertinencies. The or- 
der for an addrefs pafTcd by a majority of thirty- 
three, and the Houfes rofe before fix. This is 
the account I heard at Lord Orkney's. The 
bifliop of Chefler *, a High Tory, was againft 
the Court. The Duchefs of Marlborough fent 
for him fome months ago, to juftify herfelf to 
him in relation to the Queen ; and (hewed him 
letters, and told him ftories, which the weak 
man believed, and was perverted.^ 

lo. I dined with a coufin in the city, and 
poor Patty Rolt was there. I have got her rogue 
or a huflrand leave to come to England from 
Porrmihon. The Whigs are much down, but 
I reckon they have fome fcheme in agitation. 
This Parliament-time hinders our Court-meetings 
on WednefJays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays. I 
had a great deal of bufinefs to-night, which gave 
me a temptation to be idle, and I loft a dozen 
fliillings at ombre with Dr Pratt and another. 
It rains every day, and yet we ard all over duft. 
Lady Malham's eldeft boy is very ill : I doubt be 
will not live; and fhe ftays at Keniington to nurfe 
him, which vexes us all. She is fo excefEvcly 
fond, it makes me mad. She fhould never 
leave the Queen, — but leave every thing, to ftick 
to what is fo much the intereft of the public, as 
well as her own. This I tell her j but^talk to 
the winds. 

1 1. I dined at Lord Treafurer's with his Sa- 
turday company. We had ten at table, all Lords 

but 

• Dr Francis GaClvell, confccratcd to tliat fee, April 4. iji^- 
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but myfelf, and ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Argyle went off at fix, and was in very indilK^- 
rent humour, as ufual. Duke of Onnond and 
Ldrd Bolingbroke were abfent. I ftaid till near, 
ten. Lord Treafurer fliewed us a fiiiall picture, 
enamelled work, and fet in gold, worth about 
twenty pounds; a pidlure, 1 mean, of the Queen, 

which ftie gave to the Duchefs of M gh, fet 

in diamonds. When the Duchefs was leaving 
England, fhe took off all the diamonds, and 
gave the pi^lure to one Mrs Higgins, (an old in- 
triguing woman, whom every body knows) bid- 
ding her make the beft of it Ihe could. Lord 
Treafurer fent to A*rs Higgins for the pifture> 
and gave her one hundred pounds for it. Was 
ever fuch an ungrateful beaft as that Duchefs ? 
or did you ever hear fuch a llory ? I fuppofe the 
Whigs will not believe it. Pray try them. She 
takes ofF the diamonds, and gives away the pic- 
ture to an infignificant woman, as a thing of no 
confcquence ; and gives it to her to fell, like a 
piece of old-fafhioned plate. 

12. I went to Court to-day, on purpcfc to 
prefent Mr Berkeley *, one of your fellows of 
Dublin coUoge, to Lord Berkeley of btratton. 
That Mr Berkeley is a very ingenious man, and 
a« great philofopher, and I have mentioned hiiu 
to all tke miniflers, and have given them ibme 
L 1 3 of 

♦ This^Mr Berkeley was afterwards the celebrated bifhop of 
Cloyne. ?ce a letter of Lord Bolingbroke, dated July 25, i/«j,. 
aud note. 
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of his writings 5 and I will favour him as nrachi 
as I can. This I think I am bound to, in ho- 
nour and confcience, to ufe all my little credit 
towiirds helping forward men of worth in the 
world *. The Queen was at chapel to-day, and 
looks well. I dined at Lord Orkney's, widi th« 
Duke of Ormond, Lord Arran, and Sir Tbo-; 
mas Hanmer. Mr St John, fecretary at Utrecht, | 
expedb every moment to return there with the 
ratification of the peace, 

13. This morning my friend, Mr Lewis, came 
to me, and fhewed me an order for a warrant 
for the three vacant deanries ; but none of thera 
to me. . This was what I always forefaw, and re- 
ceived the notice of it better, I believe, than he 
cxpedled. I bid Mrs Lewis tell my Lord Trea- 
furer, that I take nothing ill of him, but his not 
giving me timely notice, as he promifed to do, 
if he found the Queen would do nothing for me. 
At noon, Lord Treafurer hearing I was in Mr 
Lewis's office, came to me, and faid many 
things, too long to repeat. I told hini I had 
nothing to do, but to go to Ireland immediately } 
for I could not, with any reputation, ftay longer 
here, unlefs I had fomething honourable imme- 
diately given to me. ■ We dined together at the 
Duke of Ormond's. He there told me, he had 
flopped the warrants for the deans, that what 
was done for me, might be at the fame time, 

and 

• Swift procured him to be fent fecretary and chaplain to 
Sicily, with the Earl of Pcterborow. 
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and he hoped to compafs it to-night 5 but I be- 
lieve him not. I told the Duke of Crmond my 
intentions. He is content Sterne (hould be a 
bifliop, and I have St Patrick's ; but, I believe^ 
nothing will come of it •, for ftay I will not ; 
and fo I believe- you will fee me in Dublin before 
April ends. I am lefs out of humour than you 
would imagine ; and if it were not that imper- 
tinent people will condole with me, as they ufed 
to give me joy, I would value it lefe. But I 
will avoid company, and mufter up my baggage, 
and fend them next Monday by the carrier ta 
Chefter, and go fee my willows, againft the ex- 
peftation of all the world. 

14. I dined in the city to-day, and ordered a^ 
lodging to be got ready for me "igainft I came ta 
pack up my things ; for I will leave this end of 
the town, as foon as ever the warrants for the 
deanries are out, which are yet flopped. Lord 
Treafurcr told Mr Lewis, that it fhould be de- 
termined to-night ; and fo he will fay an hun- 
dred nights'; fo he faid yefterd^y, but I value it 
not. My daily journals fhall be but fhort, till L 
get into the city, and then I will fend away this, 
and follow it myfelf j and defign to walk it all 
the way to Chefter, my man and I, by ten miles 
a-day. It will do my health a great deal of good. 
I ihall do it in fourteen days. 

15. Lord Bolingbroke made me dine with him 
• to-day, (I was as good company as ever) and 

told me the Queen would determine fomething 

for 
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for mc to-night. The difpute is Windfor, or 
St Patrick's. 1 told him I would not flay for 
their difputes, and he thought I was in the right. 
Ijord Mafham told me, that Lady MaQiam is 
angry I have not been to fee her fince this bufi- 
nefs/ and defires I will come to-morrow.' 

1 6. I was this noon at Lady Mafham'sf who 
was juft come from Kenfington, where her eldeft 
fon is fick. She faid much to me of what (he 
had talked to the Queen, and Lord Treafurer. 
The poor _Lady fell a (bedding teal's openly. 
She could not bear to think of my having St 
Patrick's, &c. I was never more moved, than to 
fee fo much friendfliip. 1 would not (tay with 
her, but went and dined with Dr Arbuthnott, 
with Mr Berkeley, one of your feHows, whom I 
have recommended to the do£lor, &c. Mr^Lcwis 
tells me, that the Duke of Ormond has been to- 
day with the Queen •, and (he was content, that 
Dr Sterne (hould be bi(hop of Dromore, and I 
dean of St Patrick's ; but then out came Lord 
Treafurer, and faid, he -would not be fatisfied, but 
that I muft be a prebendary of Windfor. Thus 
he perplexes things. I expe^Sl neither ; but I con- 
fcfs, as much as I love England, 1 am fo angry 
at this treatment, ih^t, if I had my. chbice, I 
would rather have St Patrick's. Lady Mafhatn 
fays, flic' will fpeak to the purpofe to the Queen 
to-morrow. 

17. I wei>t to dine at Lady Mafha.m's to-day, 
and (he was taken ill of a. fore t"hroat, and is 

aguiilu 
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aguifh. She fpoke to the Queen laft night, but 
had not much time. The Queen fay's, fhe will 
determine to-morrow with Lord Treafurer. The 
warrants for the deanries are ftill flopped, for 
fear I fhould be gone. Do you think any thing, 
will be done ? I don't care whether it is or no. 
In the mean time I prepare for my journey, and 
fee no great people j nor will fee Lord Treafurer 
any more, if I go. Lord Treafurer told Mr 
Lewis, it fliould be done^ to-night ; fo he faid 
five nights ago. 

18. This morning Mr Lewis fent me word, 
that Lord Treafurer told him the Queen would 
determine at noon. At three Lord Treafurer 
fent to me, to come to his lodgings at St James's j 
and told me, the Queen was at laft refolved, that 
Dr Sterne (hould be biPnop of Dromore, and I 
dean of St Patrick's 5 and that Sterne's warrant 
Ihould be drawn immediately. You know the 
deanry is in the Duke of Oimond's gift; but this 
is concerted between the Queen, Lord Treafurer, 
and the Duke of Ormond, to make room for 
me. I do not know whether it wiU yet be done ;. 
fome unlucky accident may yet come. Neither 
can I feel joy at pafling my days in Ireland. And, 
I confefs, I thought the miniftry would not let 
me go ; but perhaps they can't help it. , 

19. I forgot to tell you, that Lord Treafurer 
forced me to dine with him ^efterday, as ufual, 
with his Saturday company ; which I did, after 
frequent refufals. To-day I dined with a private 
friend, and was not at Court. After dinner^ 

Ml' 



4o6 , D E A N S W I F T's 

Mr IjCwIs fent me word, that the Queen ftayed 
till Ihe knew whether the Duke of Ormond ap- 
proved of Sterne for a bifhop. I went this even- 
ing, and found the Duke of Ormond at the 
Cockpit, and told him, and defired he would go 
to the Queen, and approve of Sterne. He made 
objedlions, and defired I would name any other 
deanry, for he did not like Sterne ; that Sterne 
never" went to fee him; that he was influenced 
by the Archbifhop of Dublin, &c. So all is now 
broken again, I fent out for Lord Treafurer, 
and told him this. He fays all will do well ; but 
I value not what he fays. This fufpence vexes me 
worfe than any thing elfe. 

20. I went to-day, by appointment, to the 
Cockpit, to talk with the Duke of Ormond. He 
repeated the fame propofals of any other deanry, 
&c. I defired he would put me out of the c^fcy 
and do as he pleafed. Then, with great kind- 
nefs, he faid he would confent ; but would do it 
for no man elfe but me, &c. And he will fpeak 
to the Queen to-day, or to-morrow : So, per- 
haps, fomething will come of it. I can't tell. 

21. The Duke of Ormond has told the Queen, 
he is fatisfied that Sterne fhould be bifliop, and 
ihe confents T (hall be dean ; and I fuppofe the 
warrants will be drawn in a day or two. I dined 
at an ale-houfe with Parnell and Berkeley ; for I 
am not in humour to go among the niinillers ; 
though Lord Dartmouth invited me to dine with 
him to-day, and Lord Trt nfurjr was to be tHere. 
I faid I wou\d, \t 1 vit,ic^ qux: ^€ CviC^eace. 
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22. The Queen fays waiTants fhall be drawn ; 
but fhe will difpofe of all England and Ireland 
at once, to be teazed no more. This will delay 
it fome time .; and, while it is delayed, I am not 
fure of the Queen, my enemies being bufy. I 
hate this fufpence. 

23. I dined yefterday with General Hamilton. 
I forgot to tell you. I write fhort journals now. 
I have eggs on the fpit. This night the Queen 
has figned all the warrants, among which Sterne 
is bifhop of Dromore, and the Duke of Or- 
mond is to fend over an order for making me 
dean of St Patrick's. I have no' doubt of him at 
all. I think 'tis now paft. But you fee what a 
condition I am in. 1 thought I was to pay but 
fix hundred pounds for the houfe, but the bi- 
fhop of Clogher fays eight hundred pounds; 
firft-fruits, about one hundred and fifty pounds 
Irifli ; and fo, with a patent, &c. a thoufand 
pounds in all ; fo that I (hall not be the better 
for the deanry thefe three years. I hope, in 
fome time, they will be perfuaded here, to give 
me fome money to pay off thefe debts. I mufl: 
finilh the book * 1 am writing, before I can go 
over ; and they expeft 1 fhall pafs next winter 
here, and then I will drive them to give me a 
fum of money : However, I hope to pafs four 
or five months with you. I received your's to- 
night •, juft ten weeks fince I had your laft. I 
fhall write next ppft to Bifhop Sterne. Never 

man 

♦ The Biftory of the Peace of Utrecht. 
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man had fo many enemies of Ireland, as be. I 
carried it with the ftrongeft hand poffible. If 
he does not ufe me well, and gently, ill what 
dealings I fhall have with him, he will be the 
moft ungrateful of mankind. The Archbifhop 
of York f , my mortal enemy, has fent, by the 
third hand, that he would be glad to fee me. 
Shall I fee him, or not ? I hope to be over in a 
month. I fliall anfwer your rattle foon ; but no 
more journals. I fliall be very bufy. Short let- 
ters from henceforward. I ftiall not part with 
Laracbr. That is aU I have to live on, except 
the deaniy be worth more than four hundred 
pounds a-year. Is it ? Pray write to me a good- 
humoured letter immediately, let it be ever fo 
fliort. This affair was carried with great diffi-, 
culty, which vexes me. But they fay here, it 
is much to my reputation, that I have made a 
bidiop, in fpite of all the world, and got the 
beft (ieanry in Ireland. 

24. I forgot to tell you, I had Sterne's letter 
yeftcrday, in anfwer to mine. 1 dined in the city 
to-day with my printer, and came hoiAe early; 
and am going to be bufy with my work. I will 
fend this to-morrow, and I fuppofe the warrants 
will go then. I wrote to Dr Coghill, to take care 
of pafling my patent j and to Parvifol, to attend 
him with money, if he has any, or to borrow 
fonie where he can. 

I 25. Morn* 

f Dr Sl)arp, who, witli the Duchcfs of Somerict, prevent- 
ed the Qijeen fiora gUiog him a bifhopiick. 
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5^5. Morning. I know not whether my war- 
rant be got ready from the Duke of Ormond : I 
fuppofe it will by to-night. I am going abroad, 
^nd will keep this unfealed, till I know whether 
■all be finiilied. 

I had this letter all day in my pocket, waiting 
till I heard the warrants were gone over. Mr 
Lewis fent to Southwell's clerk at ten ; and he 
faid, the bifliop of Killaloe had defired they fhould 
be flopped till next poft. He fent again, that the 
biftiop of Killaloe's * bufinefs had nothing to do 
^ith our's. Then I went myfelf, but it was paft 
eleven, and aiked the reafon. Killaloe is remov- 
ed to Rapho, and he has a mind to have an order 
for the rents of Rapho, that have fallen due fince 
the vacancy, and he would have all ftop till he 
has gotten that. A pretty requeft ! But the clerk, 
at Mr Lewis's meflage, fent the warrants for 
Sterne and me •, but then it was too late to fend 
this, which frets me heartily. 

26. I was at Court to-day, and a thoufand peo- 
ple gave me joy ; fo I ran out. I dined with Lady 
Orkney. Yefterday 1 dined with Lord Treafurer, 
and his Saturday people, as ufual ; and was fo 
bedeaned, &c. The Archbifliop of York fays, 
he will never more fpeak againft me. Pray, fee 
that Parvifol ftirs about getting my patent. I 
have given Tooke D. D.'s note, to prove flie is 
alive. 

Vol. XIV. M m 27. No- 

• Dr Thomas Lindfay, 
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27. Nothing new to-day* I dined with Tom 
Ilarlcy, &c. Til (cal up this to-night. Pray 
write foon. 



LETTER CXLIV. 

TO THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

Madam, , December 20, 1712* 

AN Y Other perfon, of lefs refinement and 
prudence than myfelf , would be at a lofs 
how to thank your Grace, upon the furprife of j 
coming home laft night, and finding two piftures, 
where only one was demanded. But I under- 
ftood your Grace's malice, and do here affirm 
you to be the greateft prude upon earth. You 
will not fo much as let your pifturc be alone in a 
joom with a man, no not with a clergyman, and 
a clergyman of ^-^z and forty ; and therefore re- 
folved my Lord Duke fhould accoiitpany it, and 
keep me in awe, th^t I might not prefume to look 
too often upon it. For my own part, I begin 
already to repent that I ever begged your Grace's 
picture ; and could almoft find in my heart to 
fend it you back : For, although it be the moil 
beautiful fight I ever beheld, except the original, 
yet tlie veneration and refpeft it fills me with, 
will always make me think I am in your Grace's 
pre fence ; will hinder me from faying and writ- 
ing twenty idle things, that ufed to divert me ; 

wiU 
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' will fet me labouring upon majeftic, fublimc ideas, 
at which I have no manner of talent ; and will 
make thofe who. come to vifit me, think I am 
grown, on the fudden, wonderful ftately and re- 
ferved. But, in life, we muft take the evil with 
the good ; and it is ope comfort, that I know 
how to be revenged. For the fight of your 
Grace's refemblance, will perpetually remind me 
of paying my duty to your perfon ; which will 
give your Grace the torment, and me the felicity^ 
of a more frequent attendance. 

But, after all, to deal plainly with your Grace>. 
your pifture (and I muft fay'the fame of my Lord 
Duke's) will be of very little ufe, further than to 
let others fee the honour you are pleafed to do 
me. For all the accomplifliments of your mind 
and perfon, are fo deeply printed in my heart, 
and reprefent you fo lively to my imagination,, 
that I fliould take it for ^ high afiront, if you be- 
lieved it in thf po\yer of colours to refrefh my 
memory: Almoft as high a one, as if your Grace 
fliould deny me the juftice of being, with the: 
moft profound refpeft and gratitude, 

Madam, 

Your Grace's, &c. 



M m z LET- 
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LETTER CXLV. 

lORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS TO DR SWIFT* 

Dear Sir, Dublin^ Jan. ^5, 17 13* 

MANY of my letters from London, tell me 
how much I am obliged to you for your 
friendly folicitation on my fob's behalf, which 
will be always remembered by us both, with the 
fame gratitude as if it had fucceeded. I had con- 
gratulations from the Duke of Ormond, my 
Lord Bolingbroke, and others, on account of my 
fon's having the place ; for they fent me word it 
was aftually done ; and feveral others had letters 
of it, and our fi^iends were extremely rejoiced at 
the well timing of it ; and it was a great addition 
to the mortification of the Whigs, and the dif- 
appointment will be a caufe of great joy to them. 
But in this, and all ott^er things, I fubmit to the 
judgment of my fupcriors, who know beft what 
is fit to be done. As to looking out for any 
thing elfe for my fon, thei*e is nothing elfe here 
that I know is fit for him ; and if any thing worth 
his having falls in England, it will be difpofed of 
before I can have notice of it. 

We are told by every body, that the reft: of 
our vacant bifhopricks will be filled to our Huif- 
fadtion : If they are, you muft be one of them. 
But if you are refolved, that you will not yet epif- 
copari there, give me leave to recommend to you 

• • an 
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an aflFair of my Lord Abercorn's, which the vU 
cars choral have made with him for renewing his 
leafe *. I am informed there are fome mifunder- 
{landings between you. It is very unhappy there 
fhould be any difference between two f'uch fure 
and great friends to the common caufe. 1 do af- 
fure you, we are very much obliged to my Lord 
Abercorn, for his great fcrvice in thefe times of 
difficulty : He is as good a friend as any in the 
world, and as bad an enemy ; and I am very fure, 
if you would make him a compliment, and oblige 
him in this matter, you would gain an entire true 
friend of him for the future, and oblige a great 
raany of your friends here, who have all a great 
value and efteem for him. 

I heartily congratulate you on her Majefty's 
recovery, and the good effedl it has had in unit- 
ing our friends. That, together with the refolu^ 
tion that is taken to fupport the church-intereft, 
will, without doubt, in a little time, render all 
things eafy and quiet in both kingdoms ; though,, 
afe yet, our Whigs here are as obftinate and per- 
verfe as ever. The Commons are refolved, they 
will give no money-bill, till I am removed : And 
the Aldermen will not own my Lord Mayor, nor 
proceed to any ele(flion, notwithftanding the opi- 
nion of all the Judges here, and of the Attorncy- 
M m 3 Generiil, 

* This leafc was for the greatcft part of York-flreet, in which 
l:ord Abercorn lived ; and by the terms of their charter; the • 
ricars choral cannot make kafes, without confcnt of the Dcatt* 
and Cliap.tcr. 
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General, and all the Queen's Council, (excq^t 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll), in England. 

I wifh you many happy New-years, and (hould 
be very proud to receive your commands here, 
being, with tlie utmoft fincerity and efteem, your 
moil obedient humble fervant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



LETTER CXLVL 

TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLL* 

My Lord, Jan. 20, 1712-13. 

I Would myfelf have delivered the anfwer 
I /ent yefterday to your Grace, at Court, 
by Dr Arbuthnott, if I had not thought the 
right of complaining to be on my fide : For I 
think it was my due, that you fhould have im- 
mediately told me, whatever you had heard amifs 
of my conduft to youi* Grace. When I had the 
honour to be firft known to thofe in the miniftry, 
I made it an exprefs condition, that whoever 
did me ill offices, they fhould inform me of 
what was faid, and hear my vindication ; that I 
might not be mortified with countenances eftran- 
ged of a fudden, and be at a lofs for the caufe : 
And, I think, there is no perfon alive, whofc 
favour or protection I would purchafe at that 
expence. I could not fpeak to the difad vantage 
of your Grace, without being imgrateful, (which 
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IS an ill word), fince you were pleafed, voluntarily^ 
to make fo many profeflions of favour to me for 
fomc years paft ; and your being a Duke, and a 
General, would have fwayed me not at all in my 
refpedt for your perfon, if I had not thought 
you to abound in qualities, which I wifh were 
eaficr to be found in thofe of your rank. I have 
indeed fometimes heard what your Grace was told 
I reported ; but, as I am a ftranger to coffec- 
houfes, fo it is a great deal below me to fpread 
coffee-houfe reports. This accufation is a little 
the harder upon me, becaufe I have always ap- 
peared fond of your Grace's charafter ; and 
have, with great induftry, related feveral of your 
generous actions, on purpofe to remove the im- 
putation of the only real fault (for I fay nothing 
of common frailties) which I ever heard laid to 
your charge. I confefs, I have often thought 
that Homer's defcription of Achilles bore fome 
refemblance to your Grace, but I do not remem- 
ber that ever I faid fo. At the fame time, I think 
few men were ever born with nobler qualities^ 
to fulfil and adorn every office of a fubjeft^ a 
"friend, and a proteftor, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER CXLVn. 

ROBERT HUNTER *, ESQJ GOVERNOR OF NEW* 
YORK AND NEW-JERSEY, TO DR SWIFT, 

NeW'Torkj March I, 1712-13- 

I THINK I am indebted to you for two let- 
ters, and ihould have continued fo, had it 
not been for the apprehenfion of your putting a ^ 
wrong conftruftion upon my negleft. My friends 
being few in number, I would not willingly, or 
by any fault, negleft nor lofe thofe I have. The 
true caufe is this : My unhappy circumftances 
have fo foured me, that whatever I write, muft 
be vinegar and gall to a man of your mirth. ^ For 
the better underftanding of which, be pleafed to 
read them in the words of one of my moft re- 
nowned predeceflbrs : ^uando penfe venir a ejle 
govierno a coiner calientey y a hever frioy yji recrear 
il cuerpo entre fabanas de Olanda^ fo bre colchones de 
pluma^ he venido a hazar penitenciay como fe fuera 
Ermetannoy y como no la hago de me volontady pen^ 
Jo que al caho al cahoy rfie ha de uevar el diabh. This 
worthy indeed was but a type of me, of which I 
could fully convince you, by an exaft parallel 
between our adminiftrations and circumftances, 
which I fhall referve to another opportunity. 

The 

♦ Brigadier Hunter, who was afterwards appointed Gover- 
nor and Captain-General of Jamaica, in the room of the Dake^ 
cf Portland, who died there, July 4th,' 17*6. 
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The truth of the matter is this : I am ufed 
like a dog, after having done all that is in the 
power of man to deferve a better treatment, fo 
that I am now quite jaded. Alale vehi malo alio 
gitbernanie^ quam tarn malts reBoribus bene gubct'" 
nare. 

The approaching peace will give leifure to the 
miniftry, to think of proper remedies for the 
diftrafted ilate of all the provinces ; but of this 
more particularly, the importance of it, by its 
fituation being greater, and the danger of their 
condu£l more imminent, than that of the reft. 
I have done my duty, in reprefenting their pro- 
ceedings, and warning them of the confequences ; 
and there I leave it. Neque tarn me Eusx^rif/a confola^ 
tur tit antea quam ahccfo^vccy qua nulla in re tarn utor 
quam in hac civili et puhlica, 

I have purchafed a feat for a bifhop, and, by 
orders from the fociety, have given direftions 
to prepare it for his reception. You, once upon 
a day, gave me hopes, of feeing you there. It 
would be to me no fmall relief, to have fo good a 
friend to complain to. What it would be to you 
to hear me, when you could not help me, I 
know not. Catera defunty for the poft cannot 
(lay. Adieu. I am, very finccrelv, vour's, 

R. HUNTER. 



LET- 
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L ^E T T E R CXLVIII. 

ROBERT HUNTER, ESQJ TO DR SWIFT. 

NeW'Torkj March 14, 1 7 12-13. 
(TSUONOROGH quaniou diadadega generogh' 
^'^K^qua aquegon t chit china gar ee ; or, left you 
fhould not have your Iroquoife di£iionary at hand, 
Brother, I honour you and all your trihe \ tho* 
that it is to be taken cum grans falis. For one 
of them has done me much harm. God reward 
him, &c. For that, and what you want to 
know befides, relating to me, I refer you to the 
bearer, Mr Sharp, our chaplain ; a very worthy, 
ingenuous, and confcientious clergyman. I wrote 
to you fome time ago by a merchant-fliip, and 
therein gave you fome hints of my fufferings, . 
which are not diminiihed fince that time. In 
hopes of a '^better fettlement, I wifhed for your 
company. Until that comes, I can contribute 
to nothing but your fpleen. Here is the iineft 
air to live upon in the univerfe. And if our 
trees and birds couFd fpeak, and our affembly- 
men be filent, the fineft converfation too. Fert 
omnia tellus^ but not for me. For you muft un- 
derftand, according to the cuftom of our coun- 
try, the Sachims are of the pooreft of the people. 
1 have got the wrong fide of Sir Polidore's office ; 
a great deal to do, and nothing to receive. In 

a 
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a word, and to be ferious at laft, I have fpent 
three years of life in fuch torment and vexation^ 
that nothing in life can make me amends for it. 
jTw interim fts latus^' et memor noftrdm. Vale. 

R. HU^^^ER. 



LETTER CXLIX. 



MATTHEW PRIOR *, ES(^; TO DR SWIFT. 



Paris, AprUZj 1713. 

PRAY take this word^ writ after our pacquets 
clofed, and the meflfenger's flaying for it, 
as an equivalent for your difpatches at midnight, 
when the writer was half afleep. Hai^g me if 
I know how to go on, though I am in a country 
where every body does not only write letters, but 
print them. Our great afiair goes on very fuc- 
cefsfully. We tranfmit the Spanifh treaty, con- 
cluded at Madrid, for your approbation in Eng- 
land, and tranfmifEon to Utrecht ; aft^r which, 
I think, paxftt will become authentic Latin : Af- 
ter which I fuppofe our fociety will flouriih, 
and I fhall have nothing to do, but to partake of 
that univerfal protection, which it will receive. 
In the mean time, pray give my great refpefts to 
our brethren f ; and tell them, that while, in 

hopes ' 

• He was plenipotentiary to France. 

f The Sixteen. Sec note to a letter from Lord Harlcy to 
Swift, dated July I.7, 1714. 
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hopes of being nvoHredj they are fpending thcif 
own money, I am advancing my intereft in the 
French language, and forgetting my own mother 
tongue. But we fhall have time enough to per^ 
feft our EngUih, when we have done with other 
, matters. I want mightily to hear from Lord 
Treafurer. Tell him fo. I owe brother Ar- 
buthnott a letter. Excufe me not writing to him, 
till I know what to fay. I cannot find Vanhom- 
righ "*, fince he brought me your letter. I have a 
rarity of a book to fend you by the firft fair oc- 
cafion. It makes but little of the Englifh wit, 
T/je Guardian ; but, poffibly, I do not yet enter 
into his defign. Let Lord Bolingbroke know, 
I love him mightily 5 and pray you do as much 
for Dick Skelton. Adieu, my good friend. I 
am, very truly, your obedient and faithful fervant, 

M. PRIOR. 



LETTER CL. 

THE EARL OF POULET, LORD STEWARD OF 
THE HOUSEHOLD, TO DK SWIFT. 

Sunday afternoon^ April , I7^3» 

I WAS called away, prefently after chappel, 
about fome bufiuefs, which hindered my 
J, going up ftairs at St James's, and occafions Dr 
I Swift, 

* One of the brothers of Vanefla. See the note prefixed to 
Ihe Dean's letters to Mifs Either Vanhomrigh. 
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Swift the trouble of this, to write my excufe, for 
not returning the paper which I here fend you. 
And though it is not in my power to ferve you, 
in any proportion to my unfeigned refpefts for 
you; yet I would not be wanting, on my part, 
in any opportunity, where I can, to exprefs my- 
felf. Sir, your moft faithful humble fervant, 

P O U L E T. 



LETTER CLL 

DR ATTERBURY, AFTERWARDS BISHOP OF 
ROCHESTER, TO DR SWIFT. 

^, ^ Chelfea^ Tue/day Morning ^ 

Mr Dean, -^ r A -f r., X 

* [^/r// 21, 1713:3 

GIVE me leave to tell you, that there is no 
man in England more pleafed with your 
being preferred, than I ami I would have told 
you fo myfelf at your lodgings, but that my 
waiting, confines me. I had heard a flying report 
of it before 5 but my Lord Bolingbroke, ycftcr- 
day, confirmed the welcome news to me. I 
could not excufe myfelf, without faying thus 
much ; and I have not time to fay more, but that 
I am your moft affeftionate and faithful fervant, 

FR. ATTERBURY.^ 
Vol. XIV. Nn LET- 
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LETTER CLII. 

TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARCOURT. 

My Lord, May 1713. 

I Wonder your Lordfliip, would prefume to 
go out of town, and leave me in fear that 
I fliould not fee you before I go to Ireland, 
which will be in a week." It is a ftrange thing 
you fliould prefer your own health, and eafe 
and convenience, before my fatisfaftion, I want 
your Lordfliip for my folicitor : I want your 
letter to your younger brother of Ireland, to put 
him under my government : I want an oppor- 
tunity of giving your Lord my humbleft thanks, 
for a hundred favours you have done me: I 
v/anted the fight of your Lordfhip this day in 
York-buildings *. Pray, my Lord, come to 
town before I leave it, and fupply all my wants. 
My Lord Treafurer ufes me barbaroufly; ap- 
points to cirrj me to Kenfmgton, and makes 
me walk four miles at midnight. He laughs 
when I mention a thoufand pound, which he 
gives me •, though a thoufand pound is a very 
lerious thing, &c. . 

LET- 

* Lord Trcafurcr Oxford then lived tlicrc. 
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LETTER CLIIL 

TO MR ADDISON. 
SIR, May 13, 1713. 

I WAS told yefterday, by feveral perfons, 
that Mr Steele had reflefted upon me in his 
Guardian ; which I could hardly believe, until, 
fending for the paper of the day, I found he 
had, in feveral parts of it, infinuated, with the 
utmoft malice, that I was author of the Exami- 
ner ; and abufed me in the grofleft manner he 
could poffibly invent, and fet his name to what 
he had written. Now, Sir, if I am not author 
of the Examiner, how will Mr Steele be able to 
defend himfelf from the imputation of the 
higheft degree of bafenefs, ingratitude, and in- 
juftice ? Is he fo ignorant of my temper, and of 
my ftyle ? Has he never heard, that the author 
of the Examiner (to whom I am altogether a 
ft ranger *) did, a month or two ago, vindicate 
me from having any concern in it ? Should not 
Mr Steele have firft expoftulated with me, as a 
friend ? Have I deferved this ufage from Mr 
Steele, who knows very well that my Lord Trea- 
furer has kept him in his employment upon my 
in treaty and interceflion ? My Lord Chancellor 
N n 2 and 

* The reader will pleafe to rccolle<fl, that. Dr Swift never 
writ any Examiners after the ^th of June, I7rr. He took trp 
that paper at No. XIII. and laid it down at No. XLIV. 
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and Lord Bolingbroke will be witnefies, how I 
was reproached by my Lord Treafurer, upon 
the ill returns Mr Steele made to his Lordfbip^s 
indulgence^ &c. 



LETTER CLIV. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLET, 

London f May i6, 1713- 

YOUR new bifliop afts very ungratefully. I 
cannot fay fo bad of him, as he defei-ves. I 
begged, by the fame poft his warrant and mine 
went over, that he would leave thofe livings to 
my difpofal. I fliall write this poft to him, to let 
him know how ill I Vake it. I have letters to tell 
me, that I ought to think of employing fomebody 
to fet the tythes of the deanry, I know not what 
to do at this diftance. I cannot be in Ireland 
under a month. I will write two orders ; one to 

Parvifol, and the other to Parvifol and 5 a 

blank for the fellqw, whom the laft Deari em- 
ployed ; and I would defire you to advife with 
friends, which to make ufe of. If the latter, let 
the fellow's name be inferted, and both may aft 
by commiflion. If the former, then fpeak to Par- 
vifol, and know whether he can undertake it. I 
doubt it is hardly to be done by a ftranger alone, 
as Parvifol is. He may perhaps venture at all, to 
keep up his intcrcft with me ; but that is needlefs, 

for 
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for I am willing to do him any good, that will do 
me no harm. Pray advifc with Walls and Ray* 
mond, and a little with Bifhop Sterne, for form. 
Tell Raymond, I cannot fucceed to get him the 
living of Moymed. It is reprefented here as a 
great fine-cure. Several chaplains have folicited 
for it ; and it has vexed me fo, that, if I live^ I will 
make it my bufinefs to ferve him better in fome- 
thing elfe. I am heartily forry for his iilnefs. I 
thank Mr^Walls for his letter. Tell him, that 
mufl ferve for an anfwer, with my fervice to hhn 
and her. I Ihall buy Bifhop Sterne's hair, as 
foon as his houfehpld goods. I fhall be ruined, 
or at leaft £adly cramped, unlcfs the Queen will 
give me one thoufand pounds. I am fure fhe 
owes me a great deal more. Lord Treafurer 
rallies me upon it, and I believe intends it ; but, 
quando ? I am advifed to haften over as foon as 
poflible, and fo I will, and hope to fet out the 
beginning of June. ' Take no lodging for me ; 
I can lie fo me where after I land, and I care not 
where, nor how. Pray think immediately, and 
give me fome commiflions, and I will perform 
them. You did not write to the Dean, &c. and 
I think you might have had a Dean under your 
girdle for the fubfcription. I have juft finifhed 
my Treatife % and muft be ten days in corredling, 
it. _ 

N n 3 LET- 

• His Hi (lory of the Peace of Utrecht* ' ' 
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LETTER CLV. 

SIR THOMAS HANJ^ER, SPEAKER OF THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, TO DR SWIFT, AJF* 

TER PERUSING THE MANUSCRIPT HI- 
STORY *. 

S I R, Tue/day. 

I KEEP only the laft book, which I fhall have 
gone through before night. The reft I fend 
you, with the very few obfervatlons I made upon 
them, which yet were as many as I could fee oc- 
cafion for ; though, I do aflure you, I read with 
the fame ftriftnefs, and ill nature, as in the for- 
mer part. I am your moft, &c. 

THO. HANMER. 
Indorfcd, Received about May 1713- 



LETTER CLVI. 

FROM MR STEELE TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, May 19, 1713. 

MR Addifon fhewed me your letter, where- 
in you mention me. They laugh at you, 
if they make you believe your interpofition has 
kept me thus long in my office. If you have 
fpoken in my behalf at any time, I am glad I 

have 

• Of the Peace of Utrecht. 
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have always treated you with refpeft ; though I 
believe you an accomplice of the Examiners- In 
the letter you are angry at, you fee I have no 
reafon for being fo merciful to bim, but out of 
regard to the imputation you lie under. You do 
not, in direft terms, fay you are not concerned 
with him ; but make it an argument of your in- 
nocence, that the Examiner has declared you have 
nothing to do with him. 1 believe I could pre*- 
vail upon the Guardian, to fay there was a mif- 
take in putting my name in his paper : But the 
Englifh would laugh at us, ihould we argue in fo 
Irifh a manner. I am heartily glad of your being 
made Dean of St Patrick's. I am^ 
SIR, 

Ypur moft obedient 
humble fcrvant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 



LETTER .CLVIL 

TO MR STEELE. 

SIR, 

# * * *.* ## # ^ 

# # * # ♦ ##*« 

f I may probably know better when they are 
difpofed * ♦ * *. The cafe was 

thus: 

f It has unluckily happened, ^at two or three lines have been 
torn by accident from the beginning of this letter ; and, by the 

iame 
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thus : I did, with the utmoft application, and de- 
firing to lay all my credit upon it, defirc Mr Bar- 
ley, (as he then was called), to fhew you mercy. 
He faid he would, and wholly upon my account: 
That he would appoint you a day to fee him : 
That he would not expeft you fhould quit any 
friend or principle. Some days after, he told nve 
he had appointed you a day, and you had not 
kept it ; upon which he reproached me, as en- 
gaging for more than I-could anfwer ; and ad- 
Tifed me to more caution another time. I told 
him, and defired my Lord Chancellor *, and 
Lord Bolrngbroke, to be witnefles, that I would 
never fpeak for or againft you. ^ long as I lived ; 
only I would, and that it was ftill my opinion, 
you fhould have mercy till you gave further pro- 
vocations. This is the hiftory of what you think 
fit to call, in the fpirit of infulting, Their laughs 
ing at me : And you may do it fecurely ; for, 
by the moft inhuman dealings, you have wholly 
put it out of my power, as a Chriftian, to do you 
the lead ill office. Next, I defire to know, whe- 
ther the greateft fervices ever, done by one man 
to another, may not have the fame turn as pro- 
perly 

iame accident, two or three lines are roiflhig towiirds the latter 
part, which were written on the back part of the paper, which 
was torn off. But what remains of this letter, will, I prefume, 
be very fatisfaflory to the intelligent reader, upon many accounts, 
and cfpecially becaufe a light into this affair will juftify the pro- 
digious fcvcrity of JDr Swift's pen againft Mr Steele, in his Pu- 
blic Spirit of the Wliigs* * 
• Lord Harcourt. _ 
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perly applied to them ? And, once more, fup- 
pofe they did laugh at me, I afk, whether my in- 
clinations to ferve you, merit to be rewarded by 
the vileft treatment, whether they fuccceded or 
no ? If your interpretation were true, I was 
laughed at only for your fake.; which, I think, is 
going pretty far to ferve a friend. As to the let- 
ter I complain of, I appeal to your moft partial 
friends, whether you ought not either to have 
afked, or written to me, or defired to have been 
informed by a third hand, whether I were any 
way concerned in writing the Examiner ? And, 
if 1 had fhuffled, or anfwered indir^ftly, or af- 
firmed it, or faid I would not give you fatisfac- 
tion ; you might then have wreaked your re- 
venge with fome colour of juftice. I have feveral 
times aflured Mr Addifon, and fifty others, that 
I had not the leaft hand in writing any of thofe 
papers 5 and that I had never exchanged one 
fy liable with the fuppofed author in my life, that 
I can remember j nor even feen him above twice, 
and that in mixt company, in a place where he 
came to pay his attendance. One thing more I 
muft obferve to you, that, a year or two ago, 
when fome printers ufed to bring me their papers 
in manufcript, I abfolutely forbid the^i to give 
any hints againft Mr Addifon, and you,' and fome 
others ; and have frequently ftruck out reflec- 
tions upon you in particular, and fliould (I be- 
lieve) have done it fl:ill, if I had not wholly left 
off troubling myfelf about thofe kind of things. 

•• I 



; 
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I proteft I pever faw any thing more liable to 
exception, than every part is of the letter you 
were plcafed to write to me. You plead, that 
do not, in mine to Mr Addifon, in direct terms, 
fay I am not concerned Hvith the Examiner: 
And is that an excufe for the moft favage inju- 
ries in the world a week before ? How far you 
can prevail with the Guardian, I ihall not trouble 
xnyfelf to enquire ; and am more concerned, how 
you will clear your own honour and confcience, 
than iny reputation. I fliall hardly lofe one 
friend by what you f ** * * * ##i 
know not any ***** laugh at me for 
any * * * * * * abfurdity of your's. There 
are folecifms in morals, as well as in languages ; 
and to which of the virtues you will reconcile 
your conduft to me, is paft my imagination. Be 
pleafed only to put thefe queftions to yourfelf. If 
Dr Swift be entirely innocent of what I accufe 
him, how fhall I be able to make him fatisfac- 
tion ? And how do I know but he may be entire* 
ly innocent ? If he was laughed at only btcaufe 
he folicited for me, is that a fufficicnt reafon for 
me to fay the vileft things of one in print under 
my hand, without any provocation ? And, how 
do I know but he may be in the right, when he 
fays I was kept in my employment at his interpo- 
fition ? If he never once reflected on me the lead 
in any paper, and hath hindered many others 
from doing it j how can I juftify myfelf, for en- 
deavouring, 
f H^ the manufcript is torn. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 43 1 

deavouring, in mine, to ruin his credit, as a Cbri- 
ftian,.and a Clergyman ? I am, 
S I R, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
J. SWIFT. 



LETTER CLVIII. 

MR STEELE TO DR SWIFT. 

SIR, Bloomjburyj May 26, 1713. 

I Have received your's, and find it is impoffiblc 
for a man to judge in -his own caufe. For an 
allufion to you as one under the imputation of 
helping the Examiner, and owning I was reftrain- 
ed out of refpedl to you, you tell Addifon un- 
der your hand, you think me the vileft of man- 
kind, and bid him tell me fo. I am obliged to 
you for any kind things faid in my behalf to the 
Treafurer ; and affure you, when you were ia 
Ireland, you were the conftant fubjeft of my 
talk to men in power at that time. As to the 
vileft of mankind, it would be a glorious world 
if I were. For I would not conceal my thoughts 
in favour of an injured man, tliough all the 
powers on earth gainfaid it, to be made the firft 
man in the nation. This pofition, I know, will 
ever obftrudl: my way in the world ; and I have 
conquered my defires accordingly. I have re- 
folved to content myfelf with what I can get by 

♦ my 
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my own induftry, and the improvement of a ' 
fmall eftate, without being anxious whetlier I am ] 
ever in a Court again or not. I do afliire you, • 
I do not fpeak this calmly, after the ill ufage in 
your letter to Addifon, out of terror of your 
wit, or my Lord Treafurer's power, but pure 
kindnefs to the agreeable qualities, I once fo 
paffionately delighted in, in you. You know, I 
know no body, but one, that talked after you, 
could tell Addifon had bridled me in point of 
party. This was ill hinted, both with relation 
to him. and, 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 

• I know no party ; but the truth of the que- 
ftion is what I will fupport as well as I can, when 
any man I honour is attacked. . 



LETTER CUX. 

TO MR STEELE. 

SIR, May 27, 1713. 

THE reafon I give you the trouble of this 
reply to your letter, is becaufe I am going 
in a very few days to Ireland ; and, although I 
intend to return towards Winter, yet it may 
happen, from the common accidents of life, that 
"^ iiiay nevei^fee you again. 

I In 
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In your yefterday's letter, you are pleafed to 
take the complaining fide, and think it hard I 
fliould write to Mr Addifon as I did^ only for 
an allufion. This allufion was only calling a 
clergyman, of fome litde diftindlion, an infidel : 
A clergyman who was your friend, who always 
loved you, who had endeavoured at leafl to 
ferve you, and who, \thenever he did write any 
thing, made it facred to himfclf never to fling 
out the lead hint againft you. 

One thing ycTu are pleafed to fix on me, as 
what you are fure of 5 that the Examiner had 
talked after me, when he faid Mr Addifon had 
bridled you in point of party. I do not read 
one in fix of thofe papers, nor ever- knew he had 
fuch a pafl?.ge ; and I am fo ignorant of this, 
that I cannot tell what it means, — whether, that 
Mr Addifon kept you clofe to a party, or that 
he hindered you from writing about party. I 
never talkt or writ to that author in my life ; 
fo that he could not have learned it from me. 
And, in fhort, I folemnly afiirm, that with reh- 
tion to every friend I have, I am as innocent as 
it is poflible for a human creature to be. And 
whether you believe me or not, I think, with 
fubmifiion, you ought to a£l as if you beheVed me, 
till you have demonftration to the contrary. I 
have all the miniftry to be my witneflls, that 
there is hardly a man of ^\it of the adverfe partv, 
whom I have not been fo bold as to recommend 
often, and with earneflnefs, to them. For, I 
Vol. XIV. O o think, 



434 



DEAN S W I F T's 



think, principles at prcfent arc quite out of the 
cafe, and that we difpute wholly about perfons. 
In thefe laft you and I difFer : But, in the other, 
I think, y^c agree ; for I have, in print, profefled 
myfelf, in politics, to be what we formerly called 
a Wliig. 

As to the great man * whofe defence you un- 
dertake ; though I do not think fo well of hitn 
as you do, yet I have been the caufe of prevent- 
ing five hundred hard things to be faid againft 
him. 

I am fenfible I have talked too much, when 
myfelf is the fubjeft ; therefore I conclude with 
lincere wiflies for your health and profperity, 
and am, 

SIR, 

Your, &c. 

You cannot but remember, that, in the only 
thing I ever publifhed with my name, I took 
care to celebrate you as much as I could, and in 
as handfome a manner, though it was in a letter 
tp the prefent Lord Treafurer. 

LET- 



Duke of MarlboroiigH. 
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LETTER CLX. 

ERASMUS LEWIS, BSQ^ *, TO DR SWIFT. 

June^y 1713. 

I HOPE this will meet you at Chefter, and 
that your pafllige at fea will be favoured with 
as mild weather, as your journey by land has been 
thefe. two firft days. The divifion, yefterday, 
in the Houfe of Lords, was fifty-four againft 
fifty-four. Proxies were called for, and we had 
feventeen to thirteen. This is the greateft vic- 
tory we ever had. The Duke of Argyle, and 
the Scotch, were againft us to a man. ' The 
Lords Weymouth and Carteret were with them. 
It was very comical to fee the Tories, who voted 
with Lord Treafurer againft the diffolution of 
the union, under all the perplexities in the world, 
left they fhould be vidlorious ; and the Scotch, 
who voted for a bill of diffolution, under agonies, 
left they themfelves fhould carry the point they 
pretended to defire. In all the time I have been 
converfant in bufinefs, I never before obferved 
both fides, at the fame time, adling parts which 
they thought contrary to their intercfts. Let us 
hear from you fometimes, and believe there is 
nobody with more fincerity, your's, than, &c. 
O o 2 LET- 

t Secretary to the Lord TrcaiTurer, the Earl of Oxford, and 
nicmber for Leftwithiel in Cornwall, in the ptrliament whick 
met April ^, ijig. 
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LETTER CLXI. 

THE REVEREND MRSHARPE*TO DR SWIFT. 

Rev. Sir, Loudon^ 7'*^^^ At '7^3* 

I WAS commanded by his Excellency Brigadier 
Hunter, Governor of New- York, to deliver 
the inclofcd with my own hand. Had 1 been 
{o hrppy, for his fervice, and my-own fatisfac- 
lion, as to have feen you at London, I am pcr- 
liudcd your influence here might have contri- 
buted to create a better opinion of him, amongft 
Tome le.u'iing men in the fociety, for propagation of 
the j^ofpcl in foreign parts, who have been much 
impofcd on by the clamorous memorials of fome 
indifcrcct miiHonaries abroad. He has juft the 
L'fteem of two<th:rds of the clergy in his govern- 
ment, and the greateft part of the laity, who 
have cither fcnfe, probity, or honour j but his 
:iJverfaii:5 have made the church's caufe a fa- 
vourable lidndle for their repeated complaints, 
which, with the application of their friends here, 
makes them hopeful of fucccfs. 

I have been twelve years abroad, in the fervice 
of the church in America : The laft ten were in 
the ftaticn of chaplain to her Wajefty's forces at 
New-York, where I had the opportunity of being 
very near to the feveral governors ; and do afTure 
you, that, if 1 had ever obferved in him any incli- 
nation 
* Ch?.plu.m to Bn^aOikY WwrAw, Owwwox lA^^t^R-X^xt. 
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nation to weaken the intereft of the church there, 
I could not in confcience offer to cxcufc 4um ^ 
but he is better known to you, than that I, who 
am altogether unknown, ihould prefume to give 
his character. 

What I beg leave to entreat of you, is to re- 
commend me, in my endeavours for his iervice/ 
to the advice ancj affiftance •£ your friends. 

The perplexity of all his affairs at this time, 
claims the good oiEces of all that wifh him well. 
If, in favour to his Excellency, you are pleafed 
to honour me with the pardon of this, and what 
return the inclofed may require, diredl for me, to 
the care of Mr James Douglas in Fen-Court,. 
Fenchurch-Street, London. 1 beg leave to fub- 
fcribe myfelf, with great refpeft, Reverend Sir, 
your moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

JOHN SHARPE. 



LETTER CLXII. 

DR SWIFT TO MRS DINGLEy. 

Chcjler^ June 6. 17 13. 

I A M come here, after fix days. I fet out on 
Monday laft, and got here to-day about 
eleven in the morning : A noble rider ! — and all 
the fhips and people went off yefterday, with a 
rare wind. This was told me to my comfort, up- 
on my arrival. Having not been ufed to riding 

thefe 
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thefe three years, it made me terrible weary ; yet 
I refolve on Monday to fet out for Holyhead, as 
weary as I am : 'Tis good for my health. I will 
come when God plcafes ; perhaps I may be with 
you in a week. I iliall be three days going to 
Holyhead ; I cannot ride fatter. You will fay I 
mm upon Stay-bt hind's mare. I have the whole 
inn to myfclf. I would fain efcape this Holyhead 
journey 5 but I have no profpccl of fliips, and it 
will be almoft ncccflliry I ihould be in Dublin be- 
fore the twenty-fifth inftant, to take the oaths ; 
othcrwife I muft wait to a quarter's fcflion. I will 
lodge as I can ; therefore take no lodgings for me, 
to pay in my abfcnce. The poor Dean can't af- 
ford it. I fpoke again to the Duke of Ormond, 
for Raymond, and hope he may have it ; for I 
laid it ftrongly to the Duke, and gave him the 
bifliop of JMeath's memorial. I will fpeak to 
Lord Treafurer about Mrs South to-morrow. — 
Odfo ! I forgot ; I thought 1 had been in Lon- 
don. The letters to Ireland go at fo uncertain an 
hour, that I am forced to conclude. Farewell. 



LET. 
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LETTER CLXIIL 

DR SWIFT TO MISS VANIIOMRIGH*. 

Laracorj ^tily %\ 1713* 

1ST A TED but a fortnight in Dublin, very 
fick ; and returned not one vifit of a hun- 
dred, that were made me ; but all to the Dean, 
and none to the Doftor. I am riding here for 
life -, and I think I am fomething better. I hate 
the thoughts of Dublin, and prefer a field bed, 
and an earthen floor, before the great houfe 
there, which they fay is mine. I had your laft 
fplenetic letter. I told you when I left England, 
I would endeavour to forget every thing there, 
and would. write as feldom as I could. I did, 
indeed, defign one general round of letters to my 
friends ; but my health has not yet fufFered me. . 
I delign to pafs the greateft part of the time I ftay 
in Ireland, here, in the cabin where I am now 
writing : Neither will I leave the kingdom till I 
am fent for ; and if they have no furtlier fenuce 
for me, I will never fee England again. At my 

firft 

* This is tiie Lady, whom the Dean has celebrated by the 
name of Vimcfla. She was the cldeft daughter of Bartholomew 
Vanhomrigh, firft a merchant of Amfterdam, and afterwards of 
Dublin, who was appointed comniiflary of the (lores by King 
William, upon his expedition into Ireland. Her mother wat 
the daughter of Mr Stone the Commiifioner, and niece to the 
Accountant'General of Ireland, 
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firft coming, I thought I fliould have died with 
difcontent \ and was horribly melancholy, while 
they were inftalling me, but it begins to wear off, 
and change to dullnefs. ?>ly river-walk is ex- 
tremely pretty, and my canal in great beauty ; 
aad I fee trouts playing in fc. I know not any 
one thing now in Dublin. But Mr Ford is very 
kind, and writes to nic conftantly what paflls 
among you. I find you are like wife a good "poli- 
tician ; and I will fay fo much to you, that I ve- 
rily think, if the thing you know of had been 
publiflied juft upon the peace, the miniftry might 
have avoided what had fince happened : But I am 
now fitter to look after willows, and to cut hedges, 
than meddle with affairs of flate. I mud order 
one of the workmen to drive thofe cows out of 
my iiland, and make up the ditch again ; a work 
much more proper for a country vicar, than driv- 
ing out factions, and fencing againfl them. I 
mufl go and take my bitter draught to curt mf 
head, which is fpoiled by the bitter draughts the 
public hath given me. So go to your Dukes and 
Duchcfles, and leave me to Goodman Buftifordi 
and Patrick Dollan, of Glanduggan. Adieu. 



END o F V O L. XIV. 
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